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BREAKING NEWS

Tuesday’s
Notebook

ACCORDING TO CNN, THE BODY
OF 5-YEAR-OLD SHANIYA DAVIS WAS
DISCOVERED ON MONDAY AFTER
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METRO

READ ABOUT THE MENTORING
PROGRAM MICHELLE OBAMA HAS
INTRODUCED FOR FEMALE YOUTH.

SHE WAS REPORTED MISSING LAST
WEEK.

ANOTHER STUDENT RESPONDS TO ‘HOUSE N*+ E&P | PAGE 10
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FE & STYLE

WHEN TRAVELING TO FOREIGN COUN-
TRIES, IT IS IMPORTANT TO ENOW CUL-
TURAL ETIQUETTE. FIND OUT MORE.
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Students Stand Up to Violence

New Jersey Club hosts panel to discuss gang violence in community

BY CHELSEA BATTLE
Contributing Writer

I'he New Jersey Club
began thewr week with a panel
discussion on  gang  violence
'he panel included wo gang
“Rollin 60s

[ reprosent-

”"'nil“‘f‘k Ilflill lhf'
Crips” and four me
Ing a mentionng prograan alled
"Ht'qh'LI Ini I

Prograim  wis not only to ralse

awareness, but also to offer a dif-

:_:-.l.ll ol the

{erent perspective on gang life
White

marketing major and social ac-

lierra junior
tivities chaur for the New Jersey
Club, was the host for the night
According to White,
131,000 active gang members

there are

across the country. The club de-
cided to put on the event alter

detnmental
the Amencan

reCOgnizing b
gang violence 1 to
SOy

"We did 1t because gang
LS.

it's VETY Tl.l!1|..':"lr11iﬁ Issue

and
But,
there are adso muny myths about

violence plagues the

gangs that we wanted 1o dispel
" White saud
"Rr-«;n'ul I ™

as well,
I8 4 mMen-

toring program based out of Es-
sex County o New _ll'nt"} The
goal of the program is to en-
courige gang prevention, lower
high school dropout rates and
mentor young men and women
who are currently in gangs.

Many of the mentors in
"]'{r.q‘u'tt !lu . have |'H!jl'.r 1'!{'!‘1’1
in gangs or affiliated with gangs
at some point in their lives. Be-
cause of this, and the expen-
ences they've had, they feel that
gang prevention is not a matter
of offering ultimatums or even
immediate solutions, but offer-
ing options and teaching mem-
hers lile skills,

“You have o give them
options. You have to have an ac-
tive role in their lives. You can't
talk them out of being in gangs,
but you can talk them out of a
lot of situations that may not be
samd CEO and
“Respect Inc.” Al-
ton Calloway.

“It's not about gettng
out, be ause a lot of bmes you
can't. But there are other op-
nons and ways to make meney
that are legal and for a lot of
them at the end of the day, that

the best thing.™
President of

Sean Fobinson - Stall Pholographe:

The New Jersey Club hosted a panel on Monday evening, highlighting
the effects of gang violence in the black community.

what it’s about-making money,”
Calloway said.

G-Black, a member of
the “Rollin 60s Crips,” was not
a tradittional example of how a
man becomes involved in gangs.
He came from a good home and

said that his initiaton into the
gang world was a direct result
of hanging out with the wrong
crowd.

> See GANGS, page §

Sean Roterson - Sl Proiogrpter

Contributing Writer

‘Angels’ Bring
Treats to HU

BY CHELSEA BATTLE

college students.

The HU greenhouse, mmummhmwﬂ
state-of-the-art equipment. It is scheduled to open within a month.

Greenhouse Gets

Improvement

wmmm

the facilities, said the project is 80

percent complete.

TMM

The environmental climate

always good for the plants,” Ullah
saud. “Now with the climate control
system, professors can set tempera-
tures for different rooms

Many college students struggle to afford groceries
every month, but because ol an organization called An-
gel Food Ministries, they no longer have to worry. Angel
Food Ministries is a non-profit organization that sells and
distributes food packages nationwide for half the price of
the average grocery store.

With no income qualihcations, applications or
minimums, anyone can apply for their services including

Angel Food Ministries disiributes “restaurant
grade” food for purchase at local churches and host sites
for more than 500,000 families in more than 30 states.
The orgamzation’s services can be particularly useful to
college students, because they provide different menus
and packages for purchase every month, totaling $30 per
box with a retail price between $60 and $78.

> See ANGELS, page 3

Moorland-
Spingarn
Ado Settled

BY CAMILLE AUGUSTIN
Staff Writer

In response to an article writ-
ten by The Hilliop regarding the state
of aflarrs of Moodand-Spingarn Re-
MSRC),

recetved numerous letters, e-mails and

search Center the University
Facebook messages. Soon after, Howard
announced s intentions not to close the
center.

According to President Sidney
A.'Ribeau, in a press release issued
Monday, “Without question, Moorand-

“Spingarn 18 a Howard treasure as well
as a national treasure and the University
15 unequivocally determined to preserve
y

Monique Liston, a 2008 alumna,
was one of the many people who sent
out letters and e~-mails

“When [ first heard the news of
Moorland-Spingarn closing, [ immedi-
ately thought of what can | do,”
said. “l couldnt believe that this was
happening.”

Liston said she contacted MSRC
Interim Director Thomas Battle, Ph.D.,
to see if she could assist financially with
helping to keep the center open. Liston
said she was told the University was still

Liston

figuring things out, but would contact
her when a solution had been drawn
oul.

Liston said it is imperative for
alumni to give back. She described the
danger of MSRC closing as a prime ex-
ample of the repercussions of alummni
not giving back. “Sooner or later, some-
thing drastic wall happen.” she said.

According to Battle, a vision for a
new Moorland-Spingarn was in discus-
sion, but former Howard Presidenmt H.
Patrick Swygert was not on board with
the vision. Battle said since then, many
recommendations have been sent 1o the
Ofhce of the Provost and the Board of
Trustees.

“1 have had conversations with
these people,” Battle said. *
a secret.”

The problems that the center has
faced stem from stafl cutbacks and facil-
ity storage space for the MSRC docu-

This 15 no1

ments.,

> See SPINGARN, page 3

Bank Failures on Rise,

Concerns HU Students

Contributing Whiter

BY EMILY GILLYLEN

In 2008,

control system is one of the many Studemt  in  Howard's
tew installations. *«h it would School of Business are becoming
be 100 hot or o cold, which isnot :

are still on the nisc.

evenn more concerned with the
job market, considering the vast
amount of bank fatlures, which

The Federal Deposit In-

2007,

25 banks closed
and only three banks failed in

“The number of banks on
the FDIC's confidential “problem
hist™ jumped to 416 at the end of
June from 305 in the first quarter;
that’s the most since June 994"
reparted Tome Magazne

About 13 percent of banks

assumed by omluple agencies
United Security Bank's assets and
deposits have been assumed by
Ameris Bank, based in Moultrie,
Ga

Meanwhile, the New Onr-
lcans-based, lLibenny Bank and
Trust Co., has purchased the as-
sctx and deposits of Home Feder-
al Savings and the assets of Gate-

. Lmlm“ﬁ:rq surance Corp. (FDIC) reported on the list generally end up (ail-  way Bank have been procured by

mm“"ﬂmw m! the five more bank closings on .M.m- Ing, .wr:wnﬁng to the FDIC. The the Central Bank of Kansas City

roof and glass ate in the process of day, bringing the I‘ILII‘I.I!'.I'I.‘I.’ of _;-HM hank_r: which were once on the The FDIC arranged each of these

y ; being installed bank clesings to 120 a fiscal FDIC : t*prnbkrn hst lh:;‘t re-  agreements

g : e docs bt ﬂ- all-time hagh. cently joined the FDIC's “failed “In turn, the banking svs-
F A O “While private equity firms  bank hist,” include: Gateway Bank  tem i cvolving into a mare open
;m d‘r‘.ﬂ h - m Hﬂﬂl h Howard W and large banks can affrd tobuy  of St. Lonsis, Home Federal N.w svstem. T!x_zs begtns disclosure of
thie it mm sidd the iew  ‘with beser ¢ b it will out failing banks, they cant puwt ings Bank, based n D-t:!fmt Unit- internal informanon and creates
heaung system h’ ﬂl‘: entire bicd-  be more efficient” trust in the confidence of depos-  ed Secunity Bank, of Sparta, Ga.;  transparency for the banks imves:-

> Sce GREEN, page 2

tors in a relapse economy,

Zachery Scou,

Orlecans.

a junsor finance
and cconomics major from New

sied  and United Comm

The assets

of ecach of these msttutons werr

San Franasco, Cali

ceraial Bank. in ment plans for its cu

vestment dollars”

> See BANKS, page 4
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Cloak Of Excellence

BY ANDREW JONES
Sontributing Columni

Well fulks, we have made
it to the last Moment of Clarty

for the semester. As we prepare
for the examination and holi-
li.lj, SCILSOT, l hu]:}:' everyone
takes time to reflect on the -
sues that have been discussed
thiit
been proposed by thas column
over the last few months, What
[ have offered s my opinion,
the truth from my perspective
and suggestions based on iy

and the solutions have

experience. 1 hope that 1 have
provoked thought, discussion
and action, and will hopefully
continue to do so m the up-
COMINE semester.

What also necds to be
provoked, for the good of our
university and community, 18
a spirit of excellence. Faculty,
stafl and especially students
need to vacate the marging of
mediocrty and engage them-
selves actively in the pursuit of
absolute excellence. It i1s only
by pursuing relevant excellence
thit we can inspire ourselves
and others, and bwmld confi-
dence that cannot be shaken by
the actions of naysayers.

Faculty, we understand
that you are relanvely under-
institutional
Fehallenges that your colleagues
St other schoals couldn't fath-
A However, you have been

rought here to Howard for
such a time as this, Rededicate
yoursell 1o the students in your
classrooms; impacting just one
can and will change the world.
Evaluate your teaching meth-
ods; are you more concerned
with education or efficiency?
I your students fail to learn
the matenal, take it as a chal-
lenge to find a new way to pres-
ent the informaton for thirsty
minds, leaching is your career,
passion and calling; we need
vou to simulate our intellect,
not assembly-line process us
o Il{l'.ll.‘il.l.i-ll.t".

Staff, you too are un-
derpaid and oftentimes over-
worked. Budget and admin-
istrative issues have stretched
departments to capacity, serv-
ing more and more students
with increased expectations.
Let thas challenge then be your
rallving ery. You have invested
vour carcer and daily life into
the success of this institution;
do not waste that mvesiment
because the going got tough
Every diy you should put your
all into your work, because this
1 vour life that you are spend-
ing and our lives that you are
affecting. Your reward may not
alwitys come at the end of a
pay period, or in the tone of
a student with an unresolved
problem, but it will come

Students, 1 can not say
enough about the responsibili-
ty that we have. It's not because
of the legacy of Howard from
the past, or the race that you
theoretically represent. Your
responsibality is o live out your
destiny to the absolute fullest,
wasting no time trrying in the
affhirs of the average. You owe
it to yoursell, vou will have to
look yoursell in the mirror at
the end of every day, knowing
whether or not that day was
wasted in life’s grand scheme.

Cloak  yourself com-
pletely in achievement, with
excellence covering everything
you are, everything you do, ev-
erything you touch. Let this be
Howird's collective resolve as
we finish off this semester and
move on o the next one.

Andreve Jones w5 a  semior
more of his columns on thehilltopon-
line.com

paid and face

November 17, 2009

‘Green’house 1s the New Howard

Sean Robssscn - Prolograpnes
The Greenhouse s 80 percent complete; as of now the roofing and glass are In
the process of being added to the house.

Continued from FRONT, GREEN

A negative air pressure ma-
chine will also be mstalled. This
will prevent pollen from escaping
the mam or getung on students and
pofessors” clothing The green-
house may not help with Howard's
yearly green report card, but it is
envitorimental friendly Energy- of
ficient hight bulbs were installed as
well as a water pump that recycles
the water used to feed the plants

According to Ullah, the wa-
ter will remain in a big container
and pumped into the plants. When
it 15 time to dispose of the water,
it will be treated first. Ullah also
hopes to have a gutter system 1o
colleet the ramwater
raunwater recycling, as @ meant of
conserving clecinenty and energy.

Along with rebuilding the

greenhouse, some plants were lost

in the process. As a result, the Bo-
tamical Garden has donated plants

known as

o hri;.'l restore the collection

“I went 1o the greenhouse
before it began renovation twice,”
said Adacze Onwuzrurike, a soph-
omore biology major. “It was dark
and stuffy, and [ was just scared
to touch anything like the plants™
Onwuzrurike said after penovations
she would go back to the green-
house lor independent sescarch
“The plants are diverse, but nght
now it 1s too dark 1o do anything
there.”

An exhibison mom where
Ullah described as the “gem of the
greenhouse,™ seats 75-100 people.
Within in this room. students can
perform presentations, plant-based
seminars and plant ‘exhubitions, A
“Bvewall”™ will host different arravs
of plants from temperate, tropical
and desert elimates to bring color
to the greenhouse, said Ullah,

*This 15, and will become af-
ter renovations, a unqgue research
facility,” Ullah said

For Some Religion

BY AURORA ELLIS
Contributing Writer

Choice 18 the main factor,
[n the center of the nation's capi-
tl, Howard University students
represent many different religious
backgrounds, yet the question of
whether religion creates unity or
separation still remains a great de-
hate at the Mecca.

Religion in America has of-
ten been a contentions 1ssue, as it 18
often intertwined with political and
social concerns making religion a
complex topic to address. Modern
controversies around issues such as
marriage, abortion and stem-cell
rescarch  frequently spring from
differences in religious and ethical
outlooks.

The Rev. Clement M. Aap-
engnuo, a Catholic pnest from
Northern Ghana and a Ph.D, stu-
dent at George Mason University's

religions can unify people by al-
lowing them to hear a message and
choose whether or not 1o accept
and join a community, sad Aap-
engnuo.

Not everyone agrees that re-
ligion offers unity.

“I think religion divides peo-
ple because religion is man-made,”
said Wardell Johnson, senior biol-
ogy major. “The first real religion
according to Elijah Muhammad is
the submitting to God.”

Johnson, who i1s Muslim,
stressed the difference between reli-
mous institutions and rituals versus
actual spirituality. “We get caught
up in the ritual apd forget the pur-
pose behind the nirual: So if form
supersedes function than why do
we need the form?” he questioned.

Johnson said there is an
important distinction between re-
hgious customs and spirituality
that many feel needs 1w be tack-

Instfute of Conflict Analysis ;mﬂ::;’f-h'd‘ Aapengnuo agit:cd. that many

Resolution, said religion has.the
potetitial to hm_h unify and diviele
p::ap‘it. but its main purpose is to
unify.

“Rehgion is the human [as-
cination with a tremendous mys-
tery,” he said.

Religions also place a great
emphasis on choice, which means

people_parade religion as a set of
idens-basedronly on-doctrines and
customs without an.emphasis on
the human experience.

However, Aapengnuo said
religton should be a liberating phe-
nomena. He acknowledged that
some people try to force their be-
liefs on others but contended that

Unaifies, Separates

it is important for people not to
impase their own beliel or rtuals
on others because this 18 adverse to

the true essence of religion which
is choice.

Sophomore health man-
agement major Billie Castle said,
like Aapengnuo, religion can both
divide and unify people. She said
sometimes people allow their reli-
gious differences 1o overtake situa-
tons, but she is also certain that re-
ligion umfies people with common
interests and aspirations,

“I'm a Southern Baptist. 1
wis brought up that way and it's
basically a way of life. When peo-
ple get older they sometimes steer
away from what they were brought
up on, but for me, it's a way of life
and 1 really enjoy it so 1 am staying
with it,” Castle said.

Castle’s commitment to
her faith and the traditions passed
down by her family reflect a signifi-
cant_characteristic of many black
peopletoday. . _

wAdthough practices in- the
‘African-American community

vary, traditionally religious institu-

tions in the black community have

played a significant role in unifving

the masses and providing an orga-
nized basis for resistance to oppres-
sion and assimilation.

Student

BY ASHLEY THOMAS
Contributing Writer

With the goal of gradua-
ton in mind, along with various
extracurricular activities and in-
ternships, students don’t always
make financial education a top
priority,

Excuses such as, “I'll get
back on track after graduation,”
or “I'll just charge it,” are all bad
habits that college students wall
have to face later down the road.
But before the loans become un-
bearable and credit scores take a
downfall, Imom Hampton wants
to educate.

A senior political science
major from Long Beach, Calif,
Hampton, who currently interns
with MasterCard Worldwide, has
been hosting seminars on money
management forstudents to teach
them how to build their credit
while itt college.

A ot of students have
credit and checking accounts and
what they don't realize is as soon
as they open it up, their financal
history is being recorded,™ Hamp-
ton said. “Employers, loan offi-
cers, landlords all see it and they
all can look up your credit history
without your permission.”

With  her  mternship,
Hampton works specifically for
“Are You Credit Wise?™ It's a paid
internship that “trains interns
to lead campus-wide education
campaigns focused on the fun-
damentals of good credit habits
The program is held at neardy 60
colleges and universiies around
the United States and Canada in-
cluding Duke University, Hamp-
ton University and Syracuse Uni-
versity

Not only s Hampton the
only Howard student participat-
ing in the program, but she's one
of only two HBCU mterns in the
program.
in different Howard dormitories,

Talks Fig_anes

Hampton uses PowerPoint pre-
sentations to inform students on
how 10 obtain their credit history,
how to budget, how to know what
their credit score is and why it's
important to their future.

Ashley Williams, senior
TV production major and a resi-
dent advisor in the Harnet Tub-
man Quadrangle, explained how
Hampton's session heiped her
see the importance of using your
credit and debit cards wisely, “1
ended up leaming that credit
cards don’t necessarily have to be
a bad thing Just make sure your
not over spending what you don't
have,” Williams said.

Williams said if you have a
job and are saving and spending
vour money, credit cards can be
helpiul, but if you're just living hife
day by day and don’t know where
your next check s coming from,
it can be bad. “In these economic
times, it can be harder because
you're probably making less, so
that's where you have to be care-
ful,” she said.

Another resident advisor in
of her 42 residents, more than 30
came t0 Hampton's seminar with
more questions than she imagined
they would have.

“They had a lot of really
important questions. We had 0
keep reminding them to wait un-

Proto Caurtesy o imon Hampton
Imoni Hampton was also one of the 30 students selected as a Who's Who
Among American Colleges and Universities for 2009-2010.

til the end. It was very engaging,”
Gordon said.

Gordon explained how
hearing all the questions from her
residents made her realize how
relevant the topic was and how
helptul Hampton had been, "After
I saw how successful the program.
was on my floor, [ invited her back
to do it agam for the whole Quad,
instead of just my floor. [ also sug-
gested she hold the program in
Drew Hall for the boys™

During the seminar, Gor-
don found out that two of her res-
wdents had Victoria's Secret credit
cards. “It was like divine interven-
uan;” Gordon said. “After the ses-
sion, one of them was going to cut
it up and the otherwas going to
setid her’s home to her mom.”

Aside from hosting these
programs two to three times a
week, Hampton serves as editor-
in-chiel of the Bison yearbook
while working hard to finish her
strongly in her last two semesters.

“She's a selfstarwer, hard
worker; she has great integrity
and a very sweet dispasition,” said
M: Reed, Hampton's yearbook
advisor.

“I can honestly say when it
comes to her work ethics, 1 don't
have to brow her back about i
She gets things done. She's a good
leader”™

THE HILLTOP

The unifving potential of
religion 15 demonstrated countless
umes throughout Afncan-Amens-
can history. Through his encounter
with Islam, Malcolm X was able
to not only eloquently challenge
America‘s racism but raise the con-
sciousness of millions of blacks.
Likewise, Harnet Tubman articu-
lated her Christian faith through
both her wards and actions by cre-
ating a cohesive movemnent towards
liberanon. Religious mmstitutions
also helped the Alncan Diaspora
to preserve many African customs
in the midst of a concerted eflort to
suppress African spirituality.

Aapengnuo  emphasized
that in all his travels throughout
the world he has seen a spintual
connection the African
Diaspora and Africans on the con-
unent.

“They are unified spiritually;
it’s a question of discovering it,” he
said. Despite our varying religious |
views and our cultural differences
it is still possible to remain spiritu=-«
ally united, he expressed.

*“The beauty of the Diaspo-
ra is that after all these years they
have pot lost their fundamental
spirit and this shows you the re-
silience of the African Diaspora,”
Aapengnuo said,

between




University
Releases
Statement

Continued from FRON'|, SPINGARN

F.l:l][h hias r.l.iwr‘fi 'jw IS COn-
cerning MSR(
to Battle,

In his statement, Ribeao stated thai

Hy Lhe EIce

according

the | mversity has not red wed Iiu'.rl'_r'.-.k L
the center, despite the budget university
wicle cuts

Ribenu viston of MSRO

‘to further increise 1ts scope and reposition

sasl e
its relevance as Howard strengthens its re-
search agenoda

I'he
A4 Means o altract
MSRC.”
1996 1oy sixsist 10 colle
c1al suppart lor MSRI

I'(]E'Il' Ml wrle

to abate yvour

staterment also said that as

suppart, “Friends ol

1 funcramsing progrum start d in

ung adeditional hinan-
will be X Panced

11‘-“:; l

i T i n
incdvidual and collective feaars

WOLLCE LIKx

i

about Moordand’s sustainabilitv and

preservation for other generations of schaol-

Ars

Wednesday,
Nov. 25

will be the last
issue of The Hilltop
until next semester!
Have a great break!

NEWS | 3

Non-profit Org Ofters Discount

Continued from FRONT, ANGEL

| e menu for this month s
box mcludes, but 15 not hmited
Lo, one ]_u::Jr.-ri o ;:11”;:1{5' beel, a
pound af pasta, New York Strip
steak and fresh fruit. They also
oller Tped 1alty PACKAFTIW ith only
meiat or only frint and “'r'urt..l.h.iew
for less than $30

",'\,:;ur-: l‘d.-r.ri

windld definntely be benehicial 1o

Ministries

college students on a limited bud-
pet. We deliny

quickly and we offer great pack-

er [ood (o host sites
ages,” said Juda Engelmever, the
dircetor of public relations for
the compainy

With such prices,

1 L
LW

nany i yV (JUuesth W LN -
Fantrat L L f !
or = ! | 1 i ST \i =
l'l:’!i.'.‘..'_,r 0 thelr! managcemeoent

they buy their food in bulk, and

with a following of 500,000 fam-
ihes, 1t comes as no surprise that
the [ood 15 so Inexpensive

I'he

il LS

" ;
more lamiies who

wanl thelr services, i

cheaper they can ofler nod
I

I would conside: using

'hr‘.:'. dal SOImMe pPpodnit 45 10ong as

i

thev're not really far™ said Sonja

White, a junior psychology ma-
jor

There are three host sites
near Howard Univessity that
utthize their services including

St
-
-
o
]

the Nazarene and the Nau
Faith-Based Alliance 1

Hunger & Homelessness
Ministries

delivers the packages to the host

Angel Food

sites and students can go to any

of the three locations previously

nentioned to ."‘.k!& ugp 1|i:-"11 {nod
.

i
There 8 no application process
or mcome qualificaton. Indi-

on ‘_I"|_|.' Web

1L, s¢arch or the Dost site near-

viduals can just go

est to them and sign up for that
particular place

Alex Smith, a junior psv-
choloey major, said that he deli-

nitely feels hike it would be a great

Angel Food Ministries provides student with grocery alternative

: .
mogram for students to utilize
“Not everyone has the mone

buy everything they need,” he

“1 jeel

grocery Shopping

said ike 1t would make
more alford-
able

Landsey Payvne, a juniog
speech pathology major, shared
1 similar sentiment. “1 buy gro-
ceries all the time. They can re-
ally start to add up after a while
| would consider using their ser-
vices and 1 know a lot of other
people that would too.”

{ vou were on a nght

Angel

be a €] Ll k. INEXPCENSive

Food Mimstries

buogred
wotld
and healthy way 1o order grocer-

L]

Gang Violence Highlighted at Forum

Conbined from FRONT. GANGS

“1 saw the streets as some-
thing 1 liked. The n****s | saw
were flashy, got all the girls. Girls
showed them love, and they had
power when they were walking
through the streets,” he said, ']
wanted it because 1 wanted it,
not because 1 didn't have fam-
ily.”

A common misconcep-
tion about many gangs 1s that
they have no problem killing
people, regardless of their affili-
ation, G- Black said Crips do not
condone this, and in some cases,
they have fought back against
opposing groups that have done

o

“People always claimin’
that we tryna’ kill innocent peo-
ple on purpose, but that's not the
case,” G-Black sakd, “Crips chill,
and we lnid back. We about gur
money. It was a situation when
some innocent girl got hit and
we did our thing We didn't just
do nothing We ain't as bad as
ya'll portray.”

‘Ill.“ i

\[H'H IIH

“Re-

Philhp  Stevenson

President of

saud }:r'fr;:ir' are drawn to gangs
for inancial reasons. “A lot ol
[:l'-rp}r gravitate towarels Fang
because 1

violenoce, generalces

a lot of money, and 1it's a form
of organized cnme. If vou don't

have money you're going to get it

E':lr"..'.{".'t'! YUMo 1”]_. |.|r‘ "-,'.H].

Had"Youm

Slevenson contunued
“We try to show them that even
though they may not think an
education can benefit them im-
mediately, in the long run, it
can, and they can make a lot of
money by staying in school and
staying focused. You just have to
keep talking to them and staying
in their lives and change can and
does happen in them.”

The speakers said a lot

of gang members join gangs

because thev have fmilies to
support. They also gave anec-

cdotes about

cifferent people
who stougele to survive without
the safety net of gangs. Gangs
can provide family, stability and

quick access to money. Many ol

1
1

them are not opposcd o geting
steady jobs or an education.

*“I have a child 1o support,
so I'm not against a nine to five
or any of that," G-Black said.

Once the program was
over, some students lelt fecling
differently about gangs and the
role of mentors.

Brittany Johnson, fresh-
man communications major,
said, "It made me think differ-
ently about gang violence, 1
didn’t realize the gang life on
the east coast was as big as it 15,
I kind of like how ‘Rt‘\.!?('t'! Inc.’
i almost like a gang image con-
sultant. You don't really see that,

and I didn’t expect that.”
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New Motorola Droid Predicted to Rival Apple iPhone

BY RONALD TOLSON JR.
Contnbuting Writer

since its debut in 2007, peo-
ple have crowned Apple's iPhone
as the kang of all smarnt phones, in
liew of jts sleek frame, user friendly
mterface and numerous apps

"My brother has the iPhone
and he's completely an 1Phone
fanatic,” said Sharde Torbit, a ju-
mor television production major
“It’s cool and all. but 1 need actual
i-.t'll.]m.uii buttons; the touch screen
docs get on my perves sometimes
when | am inving Lo dial 2 num-
ber”™

For the last two years, other
smart phone compames have been
trving W dethrone the iPhone of js
title as the ultimate mohile gadeet

challenger 1o

e newest
step into the nng 1s the Motorola
Drondd

I'he Drond comes out swing
ing hard as it mocks the 1IPhone
its current TV ads which haghlights
all of the tPhone’s
compared to Lhe Droid

Also the arnival of ‘The
Diraied was }HJHI-.EII'!! Lst Thursclay,

“tDon'ts” whet

in full-page newspaper acls
'rior 1o The Droid's release
wome analysts even dubbed The
Droid as an “1Phone Killer
Although the

an “1tPhone kille

Drowd 18 not
it s delinitely a
killer ]||i||||r and a worthy 1Phone
competton
The Drond stands out as a
sirong comgpetlor [or several rea-
sons, which includes its network
carner, soltwiare and desigm
The Drondd 18
Verizon Wireless Network
.

Besides bemg the most reli-

carried by the

able network, Verizon 18 Amenca's
Largest 30 Network
Hw-. mmeans that The Diroed's
network covers five times more 50;
coverage than the iPhone’s AT&]
s coverage
As L

hirst mohile device to run the lat-

ns software, it's the

est version of Google's Experience
Dewvice, Android 2,0,

Other phones run 1.5 or 1.6
versions of Google's operating sys-
lem

I'he Google Experience
Device also establishes The Drowd

Source. rdnel.com

The Droid will be on the Verizon network. It has a physical keyboard and a 3.7-Inch touch screen, among other things.

18 the first cell phone to operate
Google's new upgraded Google
Maps program

I'his surpnsingly free sofi-
ware works just as well as any $500
GPS navigation device that you
would find 1 a car or mounted o
someone s windshield said The N1
.!r”'?.'.l"‘.

Fhe program provides spo-
ken turn-by-turn’ directions, map
wons, satellite views, color L{'l{imu
tralhic indication and even street
[]|'|'||‘i" Ol any .l.li‘lllr*"\.‘\.

However, much ol 1its cred-
its can be atnbuted o the Droid’s
‘.h"‘n"]“bﬂ'!"

.".l1|!mlt§._:_ll I]].:' “I'rJM 15 Imt't'l'_.
broader than the 1Phone, it makes
up for this flaw with its 3.7-inch
touch sereen which is bigger than
the iPhone’s 3.5-inch screen.

The 3.7-inch screen also of-

fers a much higher resolution qual-
1y

Its chiseled, angular exte-
nor also hdes a shide-out physical
kevboard and a removable battery:

h are [eatures that the 1Phone

bot
lacks

['he Droid’s battery life even
surpasses that of the iPhone

For a single phone call, the
Droid’s battery can maintain for a
length of more than seven and a
half hours compared to only five
hours of an iPhone's battery life.

One of its features which
is heavily flaunted in Verizon's
“1Don't” campaign 15 the Droid’s
ability 1o simultaneously run sev-
eral apps at once, something the
1iPhone cannot do.

The iPhone does have a
S-megapixel camera, but the
Droid’s camera 1s a knock out in

COMparison.

The Droid camera comes
with 5-megapixels and i1s equipped
with flash. vet again another [ea-
ture the iPhone lacks.

Although there are some
features that the 1Phone does not
have, the Droid does have some
wr;tk u]‘_Hrth_

'he Drotd 1s $299.99 before
a $100 mail-in rebate, required
with a two-year service contract fon
new customers or Tl":lt'“'l.n_ﬂ Cus-
(OMmMers.

The iPhone 16GB, on the
other hand, starts at £199,

Although it champions be-
ing on America’s most reliable
network, the Droid does not work
outside of the United States; the
iPhone does.

The Droid also lacks in the
number of apps it has.

[he Droad’s 12,000 apps are
inuwscule in contrast to the tPhone

: N
ipp store which ofiers

100,000
apps

Apple’s 1Tunes store allows
auto synching when downloading
anvthing from the store to the 1P-
hone, so be prepared to manually
edit and arrange your music, pho-
tos and videos when downloading
from Verizon

I'he Droid also requares its
isers to download all of its apps
via the phone

With the iPhone yvou have
the option of using your computer
ar iPhene to download your apps.

I'he Droad’s Web browser 1=
good; howeves, the iPhone's brows-
€r 18 [aster

Not having a built in flash
may be a problem when trying to
take a picture in a dimly lit room

I}r'H;HW' having a built 1o
flash and additional 2-megapixels,
the Droid’s camera 15 not as im-
'i’!"‘l"p\.! 45 11 Imay "l"lit[!'.i

Its photos and videos appear

just average, that of am cellular

device currently on the market.

The NI Times says the big
flaw af the Droid is with its sim-
].Jilt 1y

Although techies may go
nuts over its flexibility, normal peo-
ple might find it a hitde frustrating
1O operate

Its keyboard 15 a little any
and crunched, and the keys do not
protrude out, for example like a
TV remote control; rather, they are
completely flat which may make 1t
difficult for some people to type
(ther Haws such as the keyboard
not hghting up when it should and
Ih(' sCrecn Image does not rotate
when 1t should.

“In my opimion, a phone 1s
a phone is a phone. They all have
the same bells and whistles so as
long as I can make a phone call 1
am happy. People have forgotten
that at the end of the day, it's stll a
phone," said Candice lloh, a senor
public relations major.

Simplicity and functionality
are subjective so which ever phone
you choose vou will be making a
great choice.

Facebook

BY TIFFANY P. BRIGGS
Contnbuting Writer

Shantell Green, a semior hiol-
OFY Major, sits at her « omputer typ-
ing an cight-page, single-spaced pa-
per for her world geography class,
when suddenly she StopA anil \lﬂh.‘i:
she has come to a wnter's block

She then clicks on the un-
opened Internet tab at the bottom
of her screen where she 15 already
signed in to her Facebook page.

She clicks on a4 Facehook
game, Farmvlle, and plays it un-
til she runs out of pretend money,
then returns to her paper

What Gireen does not know
15 she may have just been charged
to play this [0-minute game

‘1 thought that |1 should be

weary ol who | talked to on Face-

[he Business

L s - "

Games May Have a Cost for

book, not the games that 1 play,”
(rreen said.

According to Time Magazine,
the most popular games played by
Facebook gamers are Maha Wars,
Farmwille and Restaurant City.

More than 63 million people
which happens
to be the game most reported for

play Farmwille,

scams, also according to Tume.

It is easy to get scammed by
Farmville because the purpose of
the game 15 to create a virtual farm
by growing crops and livestock so
thal you can earn virtual money.

In order to farm at a quicker
pace, a person can invest real cash
through PayPal or a credit card
to purchase virtual goods, such as
planting seed or a tractor

In the case that a person does
not have real cash, the game pres-
ents offers from advertisers like a

subscription to NetFlix, a survey or
an 10} test which upon completion
will give the person some seed, a
tractor or virtual ¢ash in return.
According to the
tive manager of TrialPay, Hubert
Grant, once a person accepts the
offers from these adverusers they
usually get some time of mysterious

cxeci-

fee charged to their cell phone bill.

“They require a cell phone
number to send you the results of
your quiz. When you enter your
number and create a password, you
have now subscribed 1o a service
you never wanted but will be billed
for,” Grant sud.

These advertisers who are
scamming targetng
children more so than adults said
I'ime Magazine.

“They [advertusers] know
children will not have money or

people are

of People

al Entrepreneurship in Politics

'3 4!.'-'

&«

Il 1

credit cards, but they know that
most children have cell phones and
won't be skeptical about giving their
telephone number which makes
them easy targets,” Grant said.

Even though children are be-
ing targeted by these advertisers,
adults and teens are falling vicim
to these scams as well,

“1 took a quick 1) quiz on
Facebook while playing Mafia
Wars, and a week later 1 started
getting text messages telling me
that my subscripion had been
processed and 1 would be charged
monthly; 1 was so confused,” sad
Nathan Young, a freshman business
administration major.

Companies like Zynga, Mys-
pace and RockYou, who endorse
these virtual games, have teamed
up to find a solution to this on go-
ing problem.

Users

Mark Pincus, executve di-
rector of Zynga, the company that
creates these games, has already
taken down two Facebook games
due to issues with affiliated adver-
tisers.

In a mixer, Pincus bragged to
apphcation developers of the not-
so-ethical methods used to increase
profits.

“I knew that I wanted to con-
trol my destiny, so I knew I needed
revenues, right [expletve] now,”
Pincus said, “We did anything pos-
sible just to get revenues so that we
could grow and be a real business.”

“There arc so many gim-
micks and scams online that stu-
dents need to make sure thy are
careful and read all the fine print
on Web sites,” Green said

S4room
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Get to
Know Area

Schools:
American

University

BY SARAYA WINTERSMITH
Contributing Writer

Situated m a residential
region of northwest Washington
D.C.. American Universary (AU

1B93 with a

Church als

was cstablished m
Methodist

T'oday

Urated
filiation

thas jJT!‘“Hl' Cid=

e agonal nsunon  INStructs
al IIH‘T];"J::H"H LrT.”ill..-Ifl' .l.l“'l un-
dergraduate student body of over
10,000, A full-ume faculty of 591
rnrmhrn admimsters classes for
its 57 bachelor’s, 51 master's, and
cight doctoral programs as well as
the J.D., S 1.1, and LLM

According to the mlor-

mational ||.1m;:i|h'1 "Amencan

University at a Glance,"  the
student body 18 composed of 53
pt'l( ent Caucasians, 7 e ent Ad-
ncan Amencans, b percent Asian
Americans, 5 percent Hispani
Amencans and |0 percent inter-
national students

I'hree percent of the stu-
dent body is designated “multira-
cial ' and 17 perce nt s :h'-.lﬁn.tlnl
“unknown

All's

.lenrr!uln .||I1| puh]le

i nln]! s I” sts o
H4-acre
garden, Among the 37 campus
buildings, there are vanous prowvi-
sion centers — the Sports Center
complex (Bender Arena, Reeves
Wil-

bam L. Jacobs Fitness Center), 19

Aquatc Center, and the
computer laboratones, the Mary
and the Koy
Spiritual Life Center ~ to accom-
I'he But-
ler Pavilion even features a T1G1
Boutique and a UPS Store

There are also seven resi-
dence halls on campus which
house 2 900 students cach year.

Graydon Centes

modate students' needs

One leature which could
be considered “odd” by Howard
students 1s the lack of wisitation
stipulations at American, Accord-
ing to freshman student ambas-
sador Megan Eberly, bringing
in guests “is as simple as going
downstairs to claim someone,”
whether male or female, anytime
during the day or mght.

While the absence of a
check-in process or a curfew may
be favorable to some, others spec-
ulate that failing to idenuly visi-
tors could be problematic.

“1 would not leel safe if
visitors were not required to be
checked into our residence halls,”
said Mandisa ] Blessings, fresh-
man cultural ;!.nthl‘rml}l.‘l]l'tg}- mii-
jor at Howard.

As part of the Consortium
of Universities in the Washington
Metropolitan Area, Amerigan ol-
fers students the opportumty to
take courses on their campus,

Junior Howard  student
Shaguana Ford has participated
in the consortium program at AU
before

“1 only did it for a semes-
ter for an audio production class.
It was cool.” said Ford. “l beheve
that taking clusses at other uni-
versities makes students
cultured. Amencan and the other
universities in the area offer class-
es that Howard doesn't, so why
not take advantage.”

Although the surround-
ing area of AU is residennal, the
campus shuttle service helps to
make Metroral and Metrobus
accessible. Shuttles run every 20
minutes to and from the man
campus, the Tenley satellite cam-
pus, the Washington Callege of
Law, Park Bethesda, and the Ten-
leytown/AU Metrorail station.

Students can also use the
shuttle to commute to neighbor-
hood stores such as CVS and
Whole Foods to purchase those
things which are not available on
campus.

While there aren’t many
nearby places to shop for things
other than grocerics, popular eat-
eries such as Z Burger and Chipo-
tle, as well as The ULS. Naval Ob-
servatory and Embassy Row are
also located nearby.

maone

First Lady Launches
Mentoring Program

BY CHELSEA BATTLE
Contributing Writer

First lady Michelle Obama
Launched a new year-long mentors
ing program in the White House
for voung ;s last week

Recognizing the impor-
tance ol iht'o."]l‘u: role models at a
young age, Obama emphasizes
that the purpose of the program
1s to give gards at local high schools
access to accomplished women in
the White House. who can help

them to build leadership skills and

Joyen N Boghawan « Whida House Phologragher
First Lady Michelle Obama launched a mentoring program for D.C. metro area
high school ladies to bulld support systems with White House staff women.

tutor them in inanaal iteracy, ca-
reers, life skills, health and more
She also strives to empower young
fadies 1o understand thit along
the path to success there are often
"bumps on the road,™ but with the
right support system anything 1is
|1-1:\H]|51!1'

*1 think this 18 awesome,”
said Jamela Joseph, community
the Howard
section of National Council of
Negro Women. “These are the
types of programs young girls
need. I work with a non-profit or-
gamzation who seryes high school

SETVICE {ll!:‘rhlr {or

giris in the juvenile justice system
and through my work with them

it became evident that these girls

simply need positive roic models
who can give them adwvice and
guidance. Mentoring programs
help build a foundation for per-
sonal and profcssonal growth

Joseph

that Michelle Obama has started

said. I am really happ

his program. | hope it will help
these mirls reach theyr maximum
potenial.”

All of the voung ladies 1n

10th and 11th

the program are
graders who are handpicked by
their pnncipals in D.C., Mary-
i Mcet-

once a montn, tx

lind and Viremia schoaols
ing at least
girls will have the opportunity to
be mentored by semor women on
the White House staff. mcluding
Senior Advisor Valern
Domesuc Policy Advsar Melady
Barnes, Obama’s Chief of Stafl

_].-.rr:*l';.

Susan Sher and Social Secretan
Desiree Rogers among others
Obam has

ama !!i\}]!f’t'ti
voung women all over the nauon
with her program

“1 think it's great to hinally
have a strong leader, and a female
leader at that, to be so interactive
with the commumnity,” said Ma-
lika Mithaud, junior public rela-
uons major, “It's really empower-
ing to sce a woman like Michelle
Obama taking the mitatve to
show interest in [their| futures.”
Payne, jumo
speech pathology major, shared a

Lindsey

similar sentiment.

“The program sounds like
it will be a great .Ui]!‘.u}l"[t.lIliE‘_h' for
these girls. I've done mentoring
in the past with Heads Up and
it was a really good experience,”
Payne said. "What she is doing
is great especially because it's in
the White House.”

Both Barack

Obama and the first lady have

President

often stated that thev have come
from humble means, but because
they both had the nght people
in their corners to support them,
they were able o explore endless
possibilities. Obama seeks to do

just that with her program. Tak-

g a pay-it-forward approach,
she hopes that the young ladies
will get all that they can out of the
mentoring initiative so that when
they getinto positions in their lives
to empower others, they will.

‘Charter for Compassion’ Sparks
Religious Conversation Worldwide

BY EMILY GILLYLEN
Contributing Writer

Sparking conversation on
global understanding of morality
and religon was the aim of au-
thor Karen Armstrong’s “Char-
ter for Compassion.” After being
awarded the Technology, Enter-
tainment, Desien (TED) Prize in
2008, Armstrong wanted to cre-
ate asimple document that would
serve as the ideal for moral and
ethical Pracices across h*lig‘ilmﬁ
fadths worldwade.

On Nov 12,
antcapation « by bebevers of all
faiths, Karen Armstrong revealed
the document to the world

The charter
acknowledging that people have
fatled to treat each with compas-
lis final vext ¢alls for acton

=

after much

bemins by

S1OM.
among all men and women
restore compassion to the center
of morality and religion, to return
to the ancient prine :'[:-h: that amy

T

interpreiaton of sCmpture that
breeds viclence, hatred or disdain
is tllegitimate, to ensure that youth
are given accurate and respectiul
information about other trade
tions, relimons and cultures, to
CNCOUTAgEe A positive appreciation
of cultural and flﬁ'lh_{in! 15 diversity,
o cultivate an informed empathy
with the suffering of all human
beings — even those regarded as
cnemies.”

The “Charter for Compas-
aon” has been endorsed by Arch-
bishop Desmond Tutu and  the
Dalai Lama, amaong other publi
fgures.

Individuals of all faithe
and natonalives ffom around
the globe submitted thewr own
words for the charter to the web-
site launched for the project wwsw
charterforcompassion.org, over
one year ago. .

“] think it's a good idea that
all the religions are making an ef-
fort to come together. However, 1

am not sure how effective this will
be,” sud Demarco Smith, a fresh-
man political science major

“Compassion 15 not the
feehng of good will or pitv,™ Arm-
strong sad. Moreover, he sud,
compassion is more like empathy
I'o be empathenic 1s to place one
in someone else’s position

The Rev: Dr Peter Storew,
whor was prison chaplun o Nel-
son Mandela, i a former Method-
ist Bishop from South Afnca

l“iuring A Dews Conierfence
Storey said people should ask
themselves, “How many people

hm.r 1"{::'1_; because l 'ﬂ';lr“«." '|":'

way that [ beheve”

‘1 bebeve that people can
change, [because] [11'!"5'! down the
want to change.” Storey said

he relimous contributors
to the chartet all unanimously be-
eve that compassion & something
that we must be taught and & a
learned behavior

As this historical charter
concluded, the Ren
Dr Joan Brown Campbell, who

ummling

Karen Armstrong's “Charter for Compassion” emphasizes the necessity for
restoring compassion to morality and refigion across woridwide faiths.

worked diligentdy with Marin
Luther King, Jr. dunng the Cial
Rights Movement, said that King
would say, ““Dreams are danger-
ous, they matter They are not
free.™

Campbell added, "Com-
passion is a dangerous dream.”

In reference to the char-
ter. sophomore African Amen-
can studies major. Brittany Jones
sard, “At Howard, it is especially
important that we demonstrate
compassion for our brothers and
sisters. We have a very diverse stu-
dent body with very unique back-
grounds.”

Armstrong said she would
ke a rapid response coundil to be
established 1o answer questions of
compasnon worldwide.

Alrcady, the final text of
the chaner has been inscribed 1o
over B0 plagues iz 10 countnies.

I'he tnal text of “Char-
ter tor Compassion™ is availahle
online at www.charterforcompas-

SHONLOTE
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Nine-Year-Old
Shot, Killed in
Columbia Heights

On Satmrday night, a
Yeyear-old bov was shot in his
home. Around 10 p.m., Oscar
Fuentes was in his family's
apartment when a stray bul-
let tore through the door snd

struck the young boy. killing

him. He lived in a fourstory
builditg on the 1400 block of
Columbix Road in Northwest
D.C. Responders came to the
scene and provided first-ad
care. Fuenies died afier he ar-
rived at the hospital.

“Justice always has to
be served, especially when such
a young person is shot in such
a fashion, in his own home,
in his own apanment, doing
nothing more than living the
Life of a 9-year-old boy," said
Mayor Adrian Fenty.

D.C. Police Chief
Cathy Lanier said that re-
sponse was quick and took
several people in custody. No
arrests were made.

Parked School
Buses Catch Fire
in Northeast

A school bus was en-
gulfed in a fire on Sunday. The
bus was parked on a school
parking lot in Northeast on
New York Avenue and Kend-
all Street. There were no inju-
ries in the incident.

Three buses were dam-
aged in the fire, one perma-
nenily. The other two under-

~went moderate: heat damage
and slight heat and smoke

. damage. According to D.C.
mation Officer Pete Pringer,
the fire seems like an accident
but an invesugation is under-
way to find the exact causes.

'rllildll!illr:d--"itigfglp-t-;-1-.-.-:11-nc-l.-
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+  Brandy has
finally settled
with the remain-
ing plaintiffs
involved in her
2006 car crash.
Though many
of the final
settlements are
private, TMZ
reports that
Prandy gave
#300000 each
to the children of
a woman named
Awatef Aboudi-
haj, who died in
the crash.

»  Air Jordan cel-
ebrate their 25th
anniversary. The
2010 Air Jordan
will be released
nationwide Feb.
13 2010 fora
suggested retall
price of ¢#170.

-Compiled by Life & Style
Editor Cierra Jones Courtesy
of Vibe.com

BY SURITA TAYLOR
Contnibuting Writer

Imagine that you're leav-
ing the states to go overseas and

stucy abroad. Bags packed, check,
check,

exchanged, and vou're good o go
-“LH i"',.

passport in ow, currency
until you get off of the
plane and into the airport terminal
and offend people by putung up
the “peace” sign while taking your
“I've arrived”
the UK

DAL

pictures. Welcome to
where our "Amencan™
sign is equivalent to an ob-
scene phrase.

Some ol the hirt tungs
people consider when they are go-
ing aut of the country are histon
beaches, restaurants

Many

look the value

sites to visit
and Famaly, travelers over-
of learning about
the traditions and customs of a
loreign country, and how they may
have to do things differently while
staying there, Some countries’ cus-

toms andd traditions are similar to

our Amencan way of hfe, while
athers may be totally different
Here ire a few customs
and traditions found in places all
over the world. In Egypt, family
tes are strong; family members are
anel
as the

responsible for the integnty

name of the family, as well
behavior of other family members.

In Italy, it isn't a _i.';nnti idea
to call people between 2 p.m. and
} p.m., because that is usually nap

time. Brazilians view time as be-

ing flexible. "To be late isn't always
a problem o them. In Korea, re-
Spei Iim_! vour elders 1s ml;,'lu]:'LuH
It would almost never be appropr-
ate to argue with an elderly per-
son. In Nigena, some would take
offense 10 having a person put up
his ar her five fingers to another
persan. 1t would be the equivalent
of being called a bastard. Bring-

LIFE & STYLE |7

g your wl leather Coach

bag inside ~.~.hl:" visiting 2 Hindu

temple would be considered veny

ciffensive.

believe that am

the Hindu faith

I. ]:“"‘\f J'

thing made from a

butchered cow should not be tnside

of the temple
Appiah Boakye will be
traveling to Nagova, Japan next se-

mester o study abroad. The junior

| 1 1 T i 1 I.
i:l.',Hi' il science and classics double

stuclied the

major has

Japanese

language [or five “1 am able

1&iA vyl S

to understand it better than I can
speak the language,™ she saud
Boakye hasnt done oo
much in depth research about the
differences in customs and tradi-
“Being that |

have stucied the language [or this

nons independently,

long, 1 have picked up a lew things

about the culture from mv cliasses,

like taking ofl vour shoes when vo
enter someone's house, or the fact
that the Japanese don't give comphi-

ments like we doin Amenca. They

she said.

don't necd all of that

Travelers should consider
the ¢rowd they intend to be around
when going t0 another country

Younger indiniaduals in manv coun-
trachitional

trics tend th be less

»

Boakye 15 counting on the chance
¥ . . ik Y -
that she mav get to live with other

Japanese students. ] am either

going to stay with a family which

will be more tradinonal, or with
other students, where they prob-
ably won't take oflense to things as
much as older mdividuals.™
Heebeam Choi has been
teaching Korean courses at How-
ard for three vears. As a native of

Korea,

lived in New

and hawving

Cultural Ethuette Vital Everywhere

Zealand for six viars, she knows

the importance of learning about

a culture and understanding the
differences between countnes. “It
is very helpful to do a hittde bit of

research belore going to another
country, | encourage my Students
to travel W counines with totally
different cultures, so that they can
see another world o ortder to ex-
pand their thoughts, and under-
standing. and have real mobvation
to commumicate and learn different
lanruages.”

To ensure that you are
displaving appropnate cultural en-
queite, don't hesitate to ask ques-
tions, utilize the resources you have
at hotels. or information centers,
and do some preliminary iternet
research belore you leave for your

destination

Before making the trip to a foreign land, travelers should make sure they learn the appropriata nultural atiquatte

BY EBONI FARMER
Online Editor

Teenage pregnancy. Hhiter-
acy, Incest, Sexual abuse. Physical

abuse. Mental abuse.

These are the ugly truths that

are mthcted upon one person in the

monon picture “Precious: Based on

the novel ‘Push’ by Sapphare.”
Sixween-year-ald,

‘Precious’ Jones, played by first ime

petress Gabourey Sidibe, was phx %)-

Claireece

cally and sexually abused by both
her father At the be-
ginning of the hlm we find out that

Precious 15 tliterate

and mother

and pregnant
with her father’s second chald

Director Lee Daniels who
also directed Monster’s Ball, was
able 1o breathe life it the charac-
ters from Sapphire’s novel “Push.™
Set in Hardem i 1887, the film is
gritty and many of i< scenes were
shot in dim hghting

Despite the dark setting in
Precious’ home, where the abuse
takes place, there are moments of
comic relief and happiness that
help to make the tilm bearable and
entertainmeg. At crucial moments
when Precious needs to escape her
reality, she finds hersell in a fantasy
warld where she & a glamarous su-
PCrSTAL.

The most gruesome scenes
in the flm arc hlled wath
and physical abuse that leave the

sexual

audience shocked and furious. Her
absent father appears in the film
only as Precious has flashbacks to

ling

the times he raped her. Mo’Nique
whose performance has created
Oscar buzz, plays Precious’ mother
Mary Jones who is her main abuser
in the Rlm.

“You a dummy. Don’t no-
body want you. Don't nebody need
you,” Mary vells to Precious in one
“School am't go help you
Take your a** down to the

sCenc.
none.
wiellhre.”

Taking her mothers adwice,
Precious tries to get welfare. Her
case winds up in the hands of’ Ms

Weiss played by Manah Carey

“Despite the dark set-

y’l‘ll‘

that help to make the film

-Ebomi Farmer

Like every character in the film,
Ms. Weiss plays an important role
in helpmg Precious find a way owt
of her unfortunate circumstances.
Despite her struggics, Pre-
cious finds a sanctuary that opens
new doors. Alter being kicked out
of junior high school because of her
pregnancy, Precious finds herself at
an alternative school called “Each
One, Teach One.” The opening
credits of the film are spelled in-

correctly, highlighnng Precious’

there are moments of

comic relief and happiness

bearable and entertmimng™

Photo Courtesy of filmmisery.com
The film portrays the life of a black, teenage girl faced with a horrific family life that causes her great pain and turmoil.

‘Precious’ Life Depicted

illiteracy.

Precious conquers her allit-
eracy with the help of her teacher
Blu Rain, played by actress Paula
Patton. Ms. Rain gives Precious
a journal to write in and reads it
every day. Literacy empowers Pre-
cious by giving her a voice, the tool
she needs to escape a life of abuse,

The turning point in the film
i3 when Precious gives birth to her
second child Abdul. When Precious
returns home aftér being at the hos-
pital her mother goes in to a rage.
Precious knows that by staying at
home with her mother, she is put-
ting hersell and her son in danger.

Toward the end of the film
there is a sick twast to this already
heartbreakmg story, leaving Pre-
cious with one question, “Why

e?” Yet, even this deathly discov-
ery does not stop her

During the final moments

of the flm dunng a meetung with

Ms. Wesss, Mo Nigue

her best scene mn the movie and

Preciows finally discovers why her

delivers

mother can never truly love her

“But, those. .. those things she
told vou | did to her? Who... who..
who else was going o love me? Who
15 going to make me fecl good?,” she
saxd in reference to the sexual abuse
she milicted upon Precious

While Mo'Niques & capti-
vating as the mother sent from hell
it 15 Sidibie who is the star in the
film, As Precious she 13 above all
else, iInspirational.

Kennedy Center
Presents New Play
“Shear Madness”

BY MAYA RHODAN
Staff Writer

Tony 15 having a dinner par-
ty. Mrs. Shubert needs to catch a
flight. Eddie is trying to cut a deal.
Barbara is acting strangely and
Isabel 1s about to pay the ulumate
price, her hife.

In the Kennedy Cen-
ter’s presentation of Paul Portner’s
“Shear Madness,” this motley crew
gets caught in the middle of a mur-
der investigation involving a pair of
hair cutting shears and a concert
pianist. For 20 years, this whodumnt
comedy has been tickling the fancy
of the D.C. area’s inner 12 year old
with its corny pop culture related

jokes and complete involvement of

the audience.

In the fictonal world of
“Shear Madness,” in -the middle
of D.C.s Georgetown neighbor-
hood there is a unisex salon and a
flamboyant and feisty owner, Tony
Whitcomb, who is constantly an-
noyed by the piano playing of his
mysterious upstairs neighbor Isa-
bel Journey. He warks in this salon,
which appears to be 50s themed,
with a sassy female stylist named
Barbara DeMarco, whose attire
was more befiting 20 years ago
when the play first premiered.

Barbara’s chent, Mrs
Shubert is a stercotypical dramatic
elite unhappy with her marnage.
She is two-timing her husband wath
a man she plans to run away to Ber-
muda with before the sudden mur-
der of Journey keeps her locked in
the salon under palice questiotitg
for the remainder of the day.

Throughout a great deal
of the first act, you may wonder
‘who is that man in the corner ol
the stage?” You will later learn that
he 1s Eddie Lawrence, the waity
antique salesmen who is one of
the only normal characters in the
play, and the one who gives the two
quirky detectives, Nick Rassetti and
Mike Thomas, a great deal of their
jokes.

The comedy and mur-
der mystery provides a special ex-
penience for every audience mem-
ber by allowing them to deliberate

go see “Shear Madness™

along with the detectives to find

. out who committed the crime, The

cast’s improvisational skill and n-
tense knowledge of popular culture
attempt to keep the audience thor-
oughly entertained and laughing
throughout the enure production.

The characters of Tony and
Barbara play to the stereotypes of
an openly gay man and a sassy east
coast woman, but fail to go any
further to provide a representa-
tion of who these characters would
be in the real world. Let’s be real,

s 2009, if a grown woman who
worked with a man as flamboyant
as Tony actually dressed like a 13
vear old in 1985, she would be fired
immediately.

The pop culture references
and improvisation are almost con-
vincing enough to distract from the
overall detachment from reality, but
onie look at the yellow lily wall pa-
per and checker board floor of the
set and you're instantly reminded

how impossible it would be for this

place to exist in real life, especially
in Georgetown.

“Shear Madness™ 1sn’t terri-
bly un-funny. There were definitely
rimes when the crowd roared with
laughter. _

But there are only so many
times that one can stand hearing a
professional actor completely oblit-
erate a turn of phrase like "It isn't
rocket science™ with *
surgery.””

In all actuality, this play has
absolutely nothing to do with How-
ard students, who would probalsly
find difficulty in relating to it. The
characters are tacky, the jokes are
corny. and the pop culture refer-
ences are disturbingly vanilla. For
some reason people have paid the
$42 it takes to see this performance
consistently enough to keep it run-
ning at the Kennedy Center,
kind of
comedy that television shows such
as, “The Soup,” “Chelsea Lately™
and “iCarly”™ pravide, by all means
Il you're

It's not rocket

I vou're mto the

not, save your meney and use it as
a down payment on next semester’s
dimng dollars.

THE HILLTOP
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College of Arts and Sciences Evaluation Week
November 16-20, 2009

Effective teaching and learning are processes
requiring continuous assessment and evaluation.
As students, your contribution to this process 1s
course evaluation.

You have a voice.
Be Responsible! Be engaged!  Be heard!

Instructions for students to conduct course

valuations:

Step1  Login to Bison Web
Step 2 Click the link Surveys
Step 3  Click the link Arts and Sciences Course

Evaluation
Step 4  Read the information carefully and start

the course evaluation process

Students having problems with the evaluation
process should contact Mr. Girmah at
202 806-4454 or by e-mail at
agirma@howard .edu

THE HILLTOP
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Wcohe e Mo

Catorad

New ‘Precious’ Film Tackles
Taboos in Black Community

Lasti week clirecioT
[ Danidels, kriowt
for being direcior of 200}
Monster’s Ball, debvered a
different type ol  message
with “Precious the heart-
wienching story of a young
woman who lived thmugh a

tremendously difficult child-

hood, tunted with meest

sexual abuswe and a struggele

'.'~H|'L 5" ng ]“‘\ -;1.|,;f]-_ i
Alter months of com-

mercl Promotion

ind endorsement by

crtertnmem W=

L ::‘}-rll‘-i { "!r!.li. ‘i‘b”';,

frey, the film, which

was hbased on  the

novel “Push”™ wrniten

by Sapphire, tackled

issues that e over

whelmungly oo
culture,
chiled

Americin
Ncesl
{ HI\
[ hi

served as a

'Ll.ll.il AN
s A
Alm also
1I.I'h.“ |I'
to emphisize how our childd-
hood experiences really do
aflect us lor the rest ol owr
IIZVes

“Precious”  certainly
woems o have lell @ lasing
ITpression on stuclents -lll(l
apened the doors to dialogue
phiout the ssues hat wére
addressed in this extremely

emotional Alm.  Althoueh

lo 1gnore,

addressed

Daniels

1 - v td B 4 1 TRl &
n his profound mterpreta-

the 1ssues

N ol IL""‘i-’,t'lll-'”' § AT 4t

considered taboo, the untor-

tunate reality s that these

IssuUes, No muEtter how

Con-
[ind

, %
(ITAETRLIRL OF RiCK Wi

them, do alfect the national

community, and undoubt-

edly the internatonal com-

According to  the

Center [or Disease Control

Our View:
As young Afnican

Americans, we should
discuss, instead of lrying

Srous 1ssues

within the community.

HIV/AIDS

currently the leading

and Prevention,
Allse
I ceath of Alrican Amen-
cans, and we account for ap-
proximately hall of the US.
population  of those who
contract the virus, According
to a Washington Post article
published ecarlier this year,
rates of HIV/AIDS in D.C.

are even higher than rates in

Alncan
According to Shat-
irk dedi-

cated to helpmg victims ol

ATy OUNIres

teredd Souls, a netw

sexual abuse, a stageenng

chale 1:-' 1

all il..‘wulll s1l-

30 to 40 prrcent of
that are sexually
fer that abuse at the hands of
a family membe:

]'{f:‘\-f'..ttl |'i "11 e |"I‘. rl'lf'
Unitee States
Health

'~i:|1:'n !

[ partment ol
and Human Services
that nearh
of  Amencan
had sullered some

4 quarter
children
Lyp
ol abuse or maltreatment

in 2007,
”h'

flect on the negative state

statistics re-

of a vanety of different
ISSUICS WE o =-'H'f"|11i'f- lace as
d COmmumity

such  as

1'[!151[

longer things

lssues
HIV/AIDS

.lf'lﬂ-\f' 41t 1o

and

you  Just seée  segments
about on talk shows, or
hear public service an-
nouncements about on the
I'he

r]miq-mh § are all siround us.

Hopefully, the release

1.HE.:||' |'Eil Cls :I.t. I_]]| N

“Precious”
the
door 1o dialogue and aware-

of a film such as
will continue to open
ness about these 1ssues —it's a

step in the rnight direction.

Perspective

/IH/-‘J' {/ flunw_

Brvant Brown. 1 lind
“Exruse
:'\'-'-ilil"

Your
Me,
Inllh

perspective,
l'li Ill‘d"

offensive

o be
and hilani-
According to you, “a

n**** i« offended by

mEww "

ous.
Il!“.l!‘l('
the
| would never refer to my-

word n Howewver,

LL L LI
'

sell as a “n despite

foohsh accusatons

According to diction-
arveom, a n**** s defined
as a person of any race o
origin regarded as contempt-
ible, WnOrini
So 1o have a educated,

VOuT

inlertor o
voung black man llit‘llki'lll_'_.:
an institution of higher
ing, ironically at an IlHlfl'.
to call himself, as well as his

black peers n®***s

-

whether
he considers them a “house
p—— “field n****" s
disheartening and ignorant

| find vour perspec-

ar a

tive to be hilanous because as
you standd on your soap box
preaching how much you are
down for the cause and want
to rebel agmnst “the estab-
lishment™ youignorantly only
add fuel 1w the fire. Do vou
know who Willie Lynch is?
Have you heard of The Wil-
lie Lynch Letter? Although
they say you should never
assume, 1 think it would be
safe to say from reading vou

perspective you have not
Me Brown, you sin-
gle-handedly represent evi-

dence that his teachings are
still alive, surviving over 300
years later. If this 18 a hide
over your head, Google him.

I 100 percent agree
with LaRita Williams in her
rebuttal to your perspective
that we as'a people need to
remember the orgns of
the word n**** and to stop
using it so freely and as an
alternatve for a word of
endearment. As she wroie

so well, “there was no

love when master said "
You say that a "house
n**** iy so caught up in chas-

ing equality that they overlook
their own people’s potential

A house n*ee=

'l'.i'F'lT'li'l'lli‘IL"fn.
has forgotten the (our girds in
Birmingham. A house n****
neglected the events in Jena.”
If 1 am not mistaken,
educabion, i the words of
many black leaders, s the
great equalizer; it 1s why you
chose to come to college,
You chose to attend college
LD I‘rr"l!ll'l' 'I.JI'I'.'I‘.I-'“'[' OF, 'E.L'l:t' ].
say, equip yoursell to operate
m “the establishment.” You
hve and thrive
A3

speak, write,
as the very “house n
yvou so amogantly denounce.

To so ndiculously say
that a “house n®™***" is s0
caught up in chasing equai-
itv and has forgotten the four
girls in Birmungham”

that cleardy

httle
tlustrates VOl
have lorgotten from whence
vou came, Mr. Brown. Har-
Tubman, Dr Marun
Luther King, Jr. Malcolm
X, Marcus Garvey, Thur-
good Marshall, Rosa Parks
thousands of
less, nameless inclividuals all

net

and cournt-

fought for equal cvil and
human nghts all in hopes of
.aiﬂ..lrniimr:]_tt.l!.:h S0 would
you dare call these seliless
and heroic imndividuals who
persistently chased equality
house n****s? These people
oppoTiu-
nity to be able o read and

afforded vyou the

write; despite your writing
of such reckless statements,

I can also quote
WE.B. DuBois;
can interpret what he is say-
ing a little better than you
He says that “the Ne-
e, like all races, is go-

however, 1

can
gro rac
ing to be saved by its excep-

tional men. The problem of

education, then, among
Negroes must first of all
deal with the Talented

Tenth; it 1s the problem

ol developing the Best
of this race that they
may guide the Mass away

from the contamination
and death of the Worst, in
their own and other races.”
; Unfortunately
would be the “"Worst™ in
this statement. The
who would lead n****s

you

O11¢
-
erywhere to contamination

aned death as a member
from within with vour idol
and dangerous philosophies

Although you would
consider me a house n****_ |
did not neglect the events in
Jena. Since you are so knowl-
edgeable on the situation,
correct me if | am wrong,
but didnt Robert Bailey of
the Jena Six have several pic-
tures of himsell posted on
his Myspace page Haunting
[That
was| money that was donated
to s family, some of which

numerous $100 alls?

came from mvsell and even
other so-called house n*™**%
Instead of wermyving about
_— Yo

more concerned

who &5 3 house n
should be
about such mdividuals and
medhia outlets that continu-
ally depict black people as
n***%< in the public
steardd of contnbuting to 1l
the
allotted for mv wri-
argument, | would like
to leave vou with a ques-
ton. Would you consider

Robert Bailey a ficld n****?

eve, in-
For the' sake of
"‘!‘-n"l.ll“

ten

-Ronald Tolson, Jr
semior pubdlic
relations major

Daily Sudoku

Directions:
Each row, each column and each 3x3 box must

contain each and every digit 1-9 exactly once.

2 4~1 7 6
4

O WD | O\ =

1|1

—n N &

O s

Want to write for
The Hilltop?

Come grab a story at our
next budget
meeting.

Sunday at 6 p.m. in the Howard
Plaza Towers West
P-Level
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cord t mu:te you

"?u?uarﬁﬁnsc“
V3500
Noueggr“laf' 2009

B ckt e Future:

&ﬂ%ﬂ SCUSSION
Wi sswna

Hllltop Lounge

Nouerﬁgg eﬁa 2009

%
Blac,%r? gsoom

T“gesdeg 2605™

pmtl
tic:
Interest Meeting

rm

id
Nwemmr% 2009
Vs hon ™
Hilitor Lounge
Pm

Ncmetn?)mnlépJ 2009
Meet & Greet

X
Chapter,
Kappa
Alpha Psi
Fraternity
Inc. &
Alpha
Chapter,
Zeta
Phi Beta
Sorority
InC.
Presents:

NQs a
Un%n%statfion
1-5pm.
And

Seruice TBa

The
Therrell Smith
School of
Dance is
currently
seeking a
part-time
dance intern
to assist
reknown
dance
instructor Ms.
Therrell Smith
during
Saturday
dance
classes.
For more
information or
to apply, email
Info@
tsschoolofdance.
com.

KARES:
“Diamonds

and
Doves
Holiday
Food
Drive”

UGSA November

SKI1 TRIP

SPECIAL
EXTENDED
TO

Blac
Lower
Level

WEDNESDAY *ALL

CANNED

e -2 BOXED
FOOD

WELCOMED"

YOUR
TICEKET

“Phi Sigma Pi
Presents:
Tripod Week™

Think you
Know your best
friend? Ms.
Reeves and Ms.
Baker & Mr.
and Miss
Howard
challenge you
and your friend
in the Best
Friends
Gameshow for
the grand prize!
Phi Sigma Pi
National Honor
Fraternity, Inc.
presents
“The
Newly-Friends”
testing your
knowledge of
one another!
Tuesday
Nov. 17th @
5:30 in the
Blackburn

Digital
Auditorium.

$2600/
4br/2ba
4333 Kansas
Ave. NLU
Located
within
walking
distance
to Georgia
Ave metro
Yes markef
Safeway
restauranis
and shops.
Amenities
include
laundry
facility,
storage unit,
off street
parking,

181 hig
ceilings,
hu e rooms

closets
and
central air
and heat
free of
charge
cCall
282
997 3211/
bfhaber@
gmail.com

November 17

Disturbed by the

limited
possibilities in
vour field? The
Hospitality
industry is
looking for
you. ..

Marketing.
hanance, info
systems,
accounting, elc.

Hospitality
Awareness Day

Tuesday,
November 17.
2009

School of
Business
Room 417

5:30-7:30PM

Special 'gilcsls:
Tina Sampson.
VP of Sales

Gaylord
National Resort
and Convention

Center

And

Andre Wells.
(Owner

Events by Andre

Wells

2009

ATTENTION!
ATTENTION!

|F YOU ARE A
CREATIVE
PERSON WITH
A PASSION FOR
SPECIAL EVENTS
FHIS IS THE JOB
FOR YOU. THE
FIOMECOMING
POLICY BOARD
IS CURRENTLY
SEEKING
QUALIFIED
CANDIDATES
FOR CHAIR AND
TREASURER:
BOTH
CANDIDATES
MUIST POSSESS
THE
FOLLOWING:

1. STRONG
LEADERSHIP
SKILLS
2. STRONG
ORGANIZATION-
AL AND AD-
MINISTRATIVE
SKILLS
3. INNOVA-
TION
4. EXCELLEN
COMMUNICA
TION SKILLS
5. SOUND
JUDGMENT
O, WORKS
WELL WITH
OTHERS
7. JUNIOR
STATUS OR SIXTY
CREDIT HOURS
AT HOWARD
UNIVERSITY
S, CURRENTLY
REGISTERED
AND
VALIDATED.,
FULL TIME. AND
POSSES A 2.7
GPA AT THHI
FIME OF THEIR
SELECTION AND
REMAIN
REGISTERED
AND
MAINTAIN A 2.7
GPA STANDING
ITHROUGHOUT
THEIR TERM Q1
QOFFICE.

9. A 5-7 PAGI
IYPED
PROPOSAL WITH
\ CLEAR VISION
OF YOUR
PROJECTED
FOWUIS OF 1T HI
o
FTOMECOM NG
PROGRAM

10. DEADLIN
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