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A tearful Sen. Barack Obama announced the passing of his grandmo

CAMPUS

POLITICAL DISCUSSION FOUND A PLACE IN
MANY CLASSROOMS THROUGHOUT ELECTION
SEASON. LEARN-ABOUT THIS POLITICAL TALK.

PAGE 2

LIFE & STYLE

NEGATIVE SIDE AFFECTS TO DRINKING EN-
ERGY DRINKS GET EXPOSED. MIXED WITH
ALCOHOL, HEALTH RISKS EVEN GREATER.

on Monday. He once said she had a big impact on his life while growing up. She was 86.

Jaff Sinef - Charlotie Chserver (MCT)

ther, Madelyn Dunham,
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VIRGINIA TYPICALLY VOTES REPUBLICAN BUT
TODAY, IT IS NOW UP FOR GRABS. WILL OBAMA
HAVE STATE VOTERS SINGING BLUE?
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O MAKE HISTORY

Obama’s Grandma Passes Before Election

BY JADAF. SMITH
Nation & World Editor

On Monday afterncon at a rally
in Charlotte, N.C., presidential hopeful
Sen. Barack Obama announced that his
grandmother, Madelyn Dunham, passed
away from cancer. Dunham was 86 years
old.

“She has gone home and she died
peacefully in her sleep with my sister at
her side,” Obama said at the rally. '

The senator briefly took a break
from campaigning on Oct. 23 to be with
his grandmother in Honolulu, Hawaii as
her health continued to fail. He returned
to his duties on Oct. 25 after his wife, Mi-
chelle, filled in for him during the time he
was gone.

Obama and his sister, Maya Soc-

turﬁ-Ng, released a statement about their
grandmother, saying, *she was the cor-
nerstone of our family, and a woman of
extraordinary aceomplishment, strength
and humility. She was the person who
encouraged’ and allowed us to take
chances.”

Senator John McCain, Obama’s
opponent in today’s election, and his wife,
Cindy McCain, also released a statement
offering condolences to his competitor.

The McCains’ statement read,
“Our thoughts and prayers go out to
them as they remember and celebrate the
life of someone who had such a profound
impact in their lives.”

The death of Obama’s grand-
mother comes just before the culmination
of nearly a year-long battle for the high-
est office in the country.

“T don’t think it'll affect people’s

vote, but I do think it puts him iff a bit-
tersweet situation,™ said Aleja Parsons, a
junior psychology major. “It's obviously’
a tragedy he has to deal with that’s emo-
tional as well as dealing with the climax
of everything he'’s been working towards.
It’s a personal situation with him; rather
than its impact on the general popula-
tion.™

Junior political science major and
Chicago native, Charles Beavers, also
does not think voters will be swayed by
Obama’s loss.

“This event may sway a few votes,
but I believe at this point, the majority of
people have already decided who to cast
their votes for,” he said. “1 am sure he
would have loved for his grandmother to
be here for the big day, but it must have
been painfyl to know day in and day out,
his grandmother was suffering”

BY ANGELA P. SMITH
Staff Writer

Howard University School of
Law (HUSL) students are using their
skills today to ensure that election laws
are followed and to encourage voter en-
thusiasm.

Many of them are stationed in
the swing state of Virginia to monitor
the voting process.

Some duties of these observers
include assisting voters with questions
about their rights and finding solutions
to problems that may jeopardize voters’
rights such as long lines and voting at
the correct polling location,

“With the cconomy and edu-
cdtion suflering; this is an urgent and
historical clection,” said Alexis Logan,
HUSL Student Bar Association presi-
dent. "Aso[law students], it is our re-
sponsibility to focus on bettering society
through law and taking an active part
in this election.”

According to U}J;lm]i;n;: Hl}p-
kins, carloads of Howard law students
h;p.'{‘ traveled 1o the 5\*.'%[15{ state in the
past four days to inform Virginian vot-
ers of their rights

Hopkins is a second-year law
student and the lead organizer for How-
ard Law Students for Barack Obama’s
voter protection efforts in Virginia.

“In addition to working with
voter protection, we have also helped
with the Obama campaign in the South
Carolina primaries,” Hopkins said,

_ Hopkins said a goal of the orga-
nization is to make sure every vote gets
connted. “We cannot advise voters be-
eause we aren’t Jawyers yet,” Hopkins

Howard Law Takes
Initiative, Extra Step
To ‘Rock the Vote’ _

said. “But as law students we can still
inform voters of their rights.”

Howard law students are also
assisting in election patrol in other
states including Maryland and Ohio.
Ohio, like Virginia, is a hotly contested
state and was plagued by long lines and
voter-intimidation efforts in the 2004
presidential election.:

Logan said that it was important
for HUSL students to sponsor election
activities because they must continue
the legacy of prominent lawyers from
HUSL. '

She cited a quote from Charles
Hamilton Houston, a former dean of
HUSL and a distinguished lawyer who
played a role in dismantling Jim Crow
laws, to further her point,

“A quote we [HUSL students)
live by is, ‘A lawyer’s cither a Social en-
gineer or he’s'a parasite on society,™
Logan said. “As social engineers, we
must fulfill our obligations and make
certain that people can exercise their
right to vote.”

HUSL Student Bar Association
is hosting an election watch party in
collaboration with the HUSL chapter
of the American Constitution Society
for Law and Policy.

With many law students attend-

ing the viewing party tonight the Presi-
dent’s Sports Bar on 9th Street. Logan
promises an interesting night with nu-
merous commentaries and political
analyses.

“It should be pretty intense,”
Logan said, “Expect debates and anal-
yses from law students as tonight’s elec-
tion unfolds.”

BY DANIELLE HOPKINS
Contributing Writer

Students in Howard University’s
Department of Journalism will be doing
a lot more than voting today as the na-
tion goes to the polls in possibly its most
historic election. '

Scores of broadcast, print, pub-
lic' relations and advertising majors will
spread out across D.C., Virginia and
Maryland to cover the election and
deliver it to viewers locally and nation-
ally through the Internet, via newspapers
and broadcast.

Students will be going to polling
locations, congressional offices, college
campuses, viewing parties and diverse
neighborhoods to interview residents,

take photos and provide up-to-the-
minute reports on the contest between
Democratic Sen. Barack Obama and

Republican Sen. John McCain for the

White House.

Sophomore broadcast journalism
major Rodney Hawkins will be going to
Rep. Elijah E. Cummings’ (D-Md.) office
in Baltimore, to monitor what his staff
will be doing to help his constituents dur-
ing the election.

“It’s very important that we as
students get involved in this election be-
cause of the history that is being made,”
Hawkins said. “The experience that each
student will get doing this will only hap-
pen once in our tenure at Howard.”

Sophomore broadcast journalism.
major Candice Smith will be broadcast-
ing from Dunbar High School in North-

Photo Couriesy of Craig Hamdon

Historic election coverage from Howard University journalism students will be displayed both locally and nationally, via the Internet.

Classes Cancelled For J ournalism
Students to Cover Historic Election

“It's very important that we
as students get involved in
ths election...”

- Rodney Hawkins

west D.C.

“I think that using students to do
regular news coverage is innovative for
our department and university,” Smith
said. “It will also be greatly beneficial to
students in their future endeavors to be
journalists.”

- > Sce COVERAGE, page 3

D.C. College Students Back Obama Early

BY ANDREA GISCOMBE
Contributing Writer

103 percent in comparison to the past.

American  University  broadeast
Jjournalism major Geraldine Avila has cast
her absentee ballot in support of Sen. Ba-
rack Obama. .

Avila, a first-time voter, said she did
not become politically active until she be-
gan college.

“Here [American University], they
are for Obama,” she said. “But I am from
‘Texas so most of my friends and their fami-
lies are really strong McCain supporters.”

The Republican Party has been

winning the state of Texas for the past sev-
en presidential elections.

Internal relations and gender stud-
les major Grace Morrow also attends
American University. Her father is politi-
cally active and her mother plans on voting
for Obama.

“I'am from Chicago so I was always
interested i what Obama was doing,”
Morrow said,

The most significant issue for

For the first time in America’s his-
tory, there will either be an African-Amer-
ican man as president or a woman as Vice
President.

In 2004, over 20,1 million young
people between the ages of 18 and 29
voted, almost the same amount as voters
over the age of 65. During the primaries
and caucuses in 2008, however, the amount
of young voters has increased by more than

- Jazels Hunt - Stafl Photographer
AUniversity of District of Columbia professor discusses the impact of the ‘08 election.

> See COLLEGES, page 3
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Political Discussion Makes

Its Way Into Classrooms i

BY CHELSEA TAYLOR
Contributing Writer

With election scason conglud-
ing today, some students are finally
breathing a sigh of reliel *1 have
been tired of this clection since
September,” said Ayesha Graham,
a pre-physical therapy major. "l
seems like everyday at least ane of
my professors shouts out ‘Obama’ in
class.”

To students like Graham, it
appears that Howard University has
caught fever for presidential candis
date Sen. Barack Obama.

In the midst of T-shirts, but-
tons and banners, students have
[ound ways to express their favonte
candidate on the Yard. As Election
Day has arrived, however, the en-
ergy found in Obama supporters is
spilling into the classroom.

“This is the perfect opportu-
nity to connect the election to Re-
search and Statistics,” said Richiurd
Seltzer, an Introduction to Research
and Statistics in Political Science
professor. “I' spend half " the time
talking about research methods, exit
polling and the uncertainties of this
clection.”

While Seltzer remains neutral
in his political discussions and only
states the facts, he feels that unless
something drastic happens, Obama
will be the victor.

“The discussions wouldn't
bother me so much, but 1 do not
Graham said. “We'll devote
entire discussions to Barack Obama,
even il it's math class. 1 feel like its
one of those things, like religion,

vote,"”

which should be left out of the class-

room.”
The display of support for
Obama on’ Howard’s campus’ has

lelt  students wondering if this
would only be aceeptable at HBCUs
or il colleges and universities all over

the country are secretly endorsing a

particular candidate.

Aunne Kristensen, a junior at
the University of Pittsburgh, said
that her professors remain neutral.

“Only. my world politics pro-
fessor initiates [.'ruﬁlii';ll discussions
about this election, and that doesn’t
happen often,” Kristensen said.

She said that political discus-
sions would be inappropniate for the
classroom, fonsidening Pittsburgh s
a “blue-collar” city and Obama is
the likely choice among many:

I we were to talk about poli-
ties in class, 1 don’t think the discus-
sionsg would be conducive because
Obama supporters would outnums-
ber McCain supporters,” she said.

She said that unless the Mc-
Cain supporters were -actually a
working part of the campaign and
knew everything pertaining to Mc-
Cain and the election, the discussion
would be “slanted” beeause the Me-
CGain gupporters are “underrepre=
sented™ and outnumbered by those
ol Obama.

Although some professors at
other schools remain heutral, Taylor
Smith, a junior public relations ma-
jor at Howard, believes a few of her
classes have an Obama undertone.

“I had a test in my Introduc-
tion to Public Relations class in
which the entire first part was devot-
ed to developing a public relations
strategy for Barack Obama in the
remaining days of his campaign,”
Smith said. “I don’t mind it, though,
because public relationsactually ties

vin really well with the current elec-
tion and it helps us to sée both sides
of theissues and remain somewhat

'lirm

objective, which is mmportant in
PR."

Tanya Heath, a junior at Wid-
ener University-agrees that while
miany subjects do not tie ‘into the
clection at all; many do and the is-
sue is worth being discussed.

“If you're discussing politics
in math or gvm and they don't relate
to the subject, that’s definitely ofl-
course,” Heath said.

' She said, “Since this is such a
big and crucial election, 1 don't see
why or how it wouldnt be condu-
cive to having a balanced classroom
discussion. Everything we learn in
school somchow ties in to the elec-
for {'X‘Jtﬁplt'; the economy,
health care and education in gen-
eral.”

While some professors at
Howard openly discuss their politi-
cal views, they are not the only ones
tackling the questions in the class-
room. Professors at universities all
over the country have taken matters
into their own hands and brought
politics to the forefront.

“Discussing an issu¢ as ma-

jor as this clection inside of the

classroom is crucial,” said Tillany
Procter, Ph.D., a political science
professor at Temple University in
Philadelphia.

“I don't like to stress which
candidate to vote for, but 1 do use
terms like ‘change’ and ‘hope’ which
more likely resonate with Barack
Obama.” Procter added.

Procter said that it is more im-
portant to encourage young people
to vote, rather than who to vote for.

“They will decide this elec-
tion,” she said, “and they need to
utiderstand that the key-to. their fu-
ture and their children’s future is in
their hands.”

Isadore,

year's election.

Students Rally to Encourage
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Energlzed students rallied today, waving posters in an initiative focused on getting Howard's student body
out to vote in today's presidential election,

The demonstration was held by the flagpole and hosted by members of Beta Chapter, Alpha Phi Alpha
Fraternity, Inc., in conjunction with Mr. and Miss Howard University 2008-2009, Melech Thomas and Kendall

Cralg Allen, a member of Alpha Phl Alpha Fratemity, Inc., sald that the rally served as an opportunity for
students to be reminded of the Importance In voting.

He cited one major Issue that affects students to be heaith care, which s also an Important part in this

= Travis Winte, Stafi Photographer
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Politics 101: Where
Do My Issues Fit In?

BY JESSICA LEWIS
Staﬁm’“ T

[~ Iim}*sﬁlém gmrmw ugﬂ

thing it can (o repredent my interestd and bet-
ter my college carcer? What exactly do they
do for me if 1 do not know who they are?
Why have we had the same problems
for decades when we have student representa-
tion within the Howard administration?
Slmicu:s posed those guestions ax they

on our campus, 1 :In feel as
though they can b(-urr fulfill their most im-
portant purpost as Imng the link between the
administration and the student body” said
Shasta Blantan, a sophomore political science
. major. |
She said, "It says something about an
organization when you can ask any given stu-
.Hnmrd whether it e a fresh-

smdtnt fees are going”

Blanton does not stand alone in her
assessmient of the current HUSA adnuinistra-
Hon.

Trina Peterson, & sophomore television
production major, sid, *1 really do not knew
much about student government, I kriow that
they arc doing stull’ because 1 hear about

formier president Marcus Warc;xumutpu-'

litical science major, an

i

she tmnfcmd to Howard this year a ad not

ovember 4, 2008

e i

|
|
|'

currentt President Nicholas: Omzn, ﬁm#

has never met.

Ware believes that Owen's admmmra
tion has focused hc:mly on external issues
versus internal.

“In terms of' programming, they :hmw

alot n{'pmgrﬂm" mﬁ“‘i Wﬂ...,

they are now"

He added, “T honestly feel that tbcr‘
have 2 lot of potential to do o lot of good
things, but I have not seen much yet.”

Hawever, not all students feel that the
48th administration of HUSA has failed 1o
maintain a level of visibility with the student

up |
tknng. and he gmuhtrly Wants to km:-w what
“ M DIL

Batiks continted, “T think we have ?co-
ple in office that are realls concerned, 1 do
not have any doubts that they can fulfil the
goals that they set out to accomplish. 1 have a
lot of faith in HUSA™

ihcm I i e an i
. sn:,g%wzﬁh nma.% e ‘.m

dcnt were 1o
would not knew it Fdefinirele would hot ree-
ognize the vice pnhldcnt 1 don't even know
their names.”

HUSA Vice President Kellen Moore
explained that HUSA has locused its energy
on familiarizing freshman with the student
govertiment because in his opinion, "A lot of
people don't know what HUSA'HS until [they
are sophomuores).”

re said, “We (ry 1o be s physi-
el as pnm'h!c and piut ourselves ot :fﬂ_}
s much as ptmihk For out First I"ntlan we
were in the middle of the Yard. Nick [Owen,
president of HUSA| and I might not have
necessarily stood out from our stafl, hut we
were definitely out there collecting gricvances
and holding signs,”

However, other sophomore students
also identified lack ol visibility asan area of
primary concern.

J’thh;y Bruce, a suphoamore ]nurmﬂ

wudsm maﬁm’ -@:L "Wi ddo ot :-ccrthymp
we knay"ﬂiuy ﬂu.ﬂmv hha’ roaches | u{(
hﬂ'ﬂ‘d s i # ——

Peterson mmmurd to say that she was
more fumiliar with the HUSA administrtion
last year, whose executive board consisted of

lot of lhmg1 like hccﬁngup mmy.mdhurk
on the cafe, but I never see the end results.
But I hear that they do stuff;* Peterson said.
She p_mmcti to HUSA working to re-
solve security, administrative issues and hous-
ing problems as well as student government
working to make a better ‘environment for

. Shesaid, “They are silppos
sent me. They need {0 ga represen
why they are a part of student g
to get it ﬂrmr

Bruce also expressed the lack of con-
nection with her stident goyermment asa m&-
son behind her discontent,

Bruce said;, “I am sure that they do

something because their name is stamped on
every poster” "Bruu: saicl she has no knowl-,

cdgr ol what it is

ml’ beliey
Itrr thr lwﬁ of

that HUSA is m:tunlly
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WATCH THE ELECTION RESULTS ROLL IN TONIGHT
WITH YOUR FELLOW BISON

BLACKBURN BALLROOM, 7PM - MIDNIGHT
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Area Students Gear Up for Election

continued from front, COLLEGES

Morrow 1 this election is health care,

According to the US. Census
Burcau, there are 47 million Amenicans
who do not have health insurance.

Morrow thinks  health care
should be a “universal systemn.”

“My family has a lot of health
coverage issues and it's i natural right
to have health care,” Morrow said.
“For the past eight years, our admin-
istration has not been focused on us
|Americans]; it should be about what
the people need,”

Shala Godsby is journalism mi-

jor at the University of the District of
Columbia and a supporter of Sen. Ba-
ruck Obama as well.

When it comes to the impact
Obama will have on the United States,
“he’ll inspire the youth to believe that
things are more attainable,” Godsby,
saic. - “He has the capability of im-
pacting the community and providing
1s with d better economy.”

Nkemka Anyruo’s main worry
is the quality of America’s education
system, Anyruo isin her first year at the
University of Maryland, College Park,
majoring in Alncan Amencan Studes.

“We need more money to edu-
cate the youth,” Anyruo said. “We

spend more money on military de-
fense and it is a major issue. The bud-
get for education is decreasing Public
schools aren't being funded the way
they should be. We are not competing
at the levels of other countries on an
academic level.”

A study done by the United Na-
tions. Children’s Fund (UNICEF) re-
searchers ranked the United States No.
18 out ol 24 nations, The ranking was
based on the relative elfectiveness of
the nationis education system compar-
ing each nation’s performance.

"My peers [eel they are making
a change in the world by casting their
votes,” Anyrou said.

I.ocal Elections on the Backburner

In light of today’s presidential election, congressional candidates vie for limelight

BY GENET LAKEW
Staff Writer

Today, voters will flock to the
polls to select the next generations of
leaders. But for local clections, some
Cvoters lack knowledge of the crueial
issues and candidates’ platforms. to
cast a sound vote,

- Abortion, health care and the

economy are some of the keys 1ssues
voters will consider as !iit'j.' select a
presidential candidate.

Although much focus and em-
phasis is placed on voting for a presi-
dential candidate, Nov. 4 15 also a day
to select vanious officials. Voters in the
D.C., Maryland and Virginia area
may not always be knowledgeable
about these different positions that
will affect them.

“I know of very, very few peo-
ple who are running for other state
positions,” said Ashley Strickland, a
sophomore biology major and Wood-
bridge, Va. resident

Although she 15 not quite sure
about which Virginia senators, gov-

ernors and attorney generals are up
for election, Strickland has chosen a
presidential candidate.

“Although I disagree on issues
with both Democrat Barack Obama
and the GOP ‘candidate John Mc-
Caim, Lam voting for Obama because
his general campaign aligns with who
I feel should be taking office, based on
the current state of our nation as well
as my personal faith,” Strickland said,

Andrea Jaimes, a 19-year-old
Adington, Va. resident, will be exercis-
ing her voting rights for the first time
in the upcoming election. She too is
confident in her choice of America’s
next commander in chief and knows
why she is voting for that person.

Jaimes has also had exposure
to the candidates in her state.

“I am knowledgeable to the
other presidential names that will be
appearing, on the ballot on voting
daw™ Jaimes said. “1 know the basic
candidates and their platforms”

Although Jaimes is fully aware
of the candidates of the presidential
election, she does not have in-depth

informaton about the
local election,

“I've only seen the names of
candidates on the local level a few
times and am not nearly as knowl-
edgeable as to their platformis,” Jaimes
said. “I don't leel I've had as much ex-
posure to issues relating to my state as
to the national issue[s]."

Besides presidential hopefuls,
the ballot will contain pames of can-
didates hoping to represent Virginia
or Maryland in the US. Congress.

Voters may also vote for county
board members who are responsible
for dealing with local 1ssues,

According to the Arington,
Va. Web site, the board consists of
five members who are “vested with its
legislative powers.” Board members
in Arlington serve staggered four-year
terms.

School board officials are
clected o make education decisions
that will affect children and their par-
ents. The members of the board gov-
ern policies pertaining to local schools
and educational practices.
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Classes Cancelled For '
Journalism Students to
Cover Historic Election

continued from front, COVERAGE

There will also be a number of stu-
dents who will remain on Howard's campus
to help organize the masses of information
that will be submitted throughout the day
[rom the reporters and photographers that
are at different sites.

Their jobs will be just as important
as those who leave campus, according to
adjunct Prof. Ron Harris, director of con-
vergence for the effort.

“Some students will: create pack-
ages solely about first time voters.” Hitrris
said. “Other students will be responsible
for organizing packages on older voters for
example.” '

Yanick Rice Lamb, a journalism
professor, said there are many different as-
pects to this project. According to Lamb,
some students will be working with Final
Cut Pro software, uploading stories, find-
ing links, posting blogs and multimedia
database reporting,

“We will function as any other
working news organization to cover this
election,” Lamb said. "Everything that ev-
eryone does will be important.”

Not only is this a historical election,
but students will be receiving first-hand ex-
perience in their professions.

“As ime goes on, people will con-
tinu¢ to see changes in the journalism
world,” Lamb said. “This project will uti-
lize media convergence in every aspect and
help our students use the right media to tell
the story.™

There are also some students who
have returned home to vote. They will be
doing coverage from their hometowns.

Sephomore public relations major
Victoria Thomas isfrom Chicago. She will
be attending the invite-only viewing party
with Obama and his family.in Grant Park
in downtown Chicago.

“I am so excited to have the chance
to do this because thisis a once-in-a-lifetime
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experience)” Thomas said. “Iwill be taking

pictures and interviewing many people and

hopefullyd will get a chance to speak with
Senator Obama himsell”

Every professor in the journalism
department is responsible for editing stu-
dents’ work and students will be assigned
to a specific editorswho will help them
throughout the day with their assignments.

“In order to be effective, students
will have to call their editors at least every
20 minutes,” Harris said. “Theyawill have
to file/theirwork eardy and often.”

This election project 15 the vision
of Phillip Dixon, chairman of the Depart-
ment of Journalism, Lamb, Harns, Ingrid
Sturgis and Peggy Lewis, all professors in
the journalism department. The profes-
sors spent several weeks to plan the historic
project.

Many of the professors involved in
this project said that it is going to be yery
beneficial for their students, '

“This is probably the most historic
election in a lifetime,” said Lewis, direc-
tor of broadcast for the project. “Who
wouldn't want to cover it?”
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TRUE LIFE:
| Vote

I've been caught up in the ex-
citement of having a black man
run for president, but nothing,
nothing, nothing, compares 1o
the actual moment, ballot in
hand, when 1 colored in the
circle next to B:lr:ii:k Obama’s
nime.

- ﬁmrlnh&cﬁillﬂ:ﬁc

ﬂ'i-'i’da}‘s,-wtcﬁé, months,

thit. T would be able 1o mﬁr B

a black candidate in thl, first
pn'micnua] clection Tiwould be

eligible to vote in. It's like land-

ing 4 high-paying job right out
of undergrad; it almost never

happens, but when it does, you. -

should take full advantage,
They say secing is believ-
ing; but when I opened my ab-
sentee ballot and saw Obama’s
name, it was surreal Asifl were
I (o close my eyes and open
them again, it would all be
gone, No ballot, no Obama,
IHeellike thisi Bore of the
uppnnumhﬁ my grncrauun

?IE Mﬂmﬂ-ﬁm&;m
munity'oh a large scale. While
my parents, although young,
went through the Civil Rights
movement, and my gmndpar-
ents rallied around Resa Parks
and Emmite Till, this 5 our
chance to imprint ourselves in

erations.

i

the history books of future gen-
L couldn

ke ﬁvmﬂ! %wv

first black: candidate mmﬂng
" for president as the nonnnee
lor a mujor party. Not to say
all black people should vote for
him because he’s black, but if
your principles align, there's no
Feasan not to.

1 can imagine it’s one of
those stories for your grandkids,
the kind that stnm: “When 1

) iy g g

samething to beucr
munity.

Anyway. 1 fill out the bal-
lot, fold it up and walk to the
post office. T say walk, becanse
outwardly that was what T was
doing, but on the inside 1 was
sprinting, flipping, rockin® and
rollin’ the couple of blocks from
the Towers to the A building

. ou know those fruth
ercials where they Imrslr

out o wng? That wasme. [
was tempted ta grab the people
that were walking past me and
yell out 1 got my ballot, I got
my ballot!!!! 'm votng!! Haye
you???" But for the sake of ap-
pearing sane, Ididn't,

I get o the post office
and hand m my enyelope. The
pastad ¢ wurkcr as!m me, “ls Ilml
L R e
" s that all> 45 fhat hf!?
1 l}mugh: NO! It's just the
beginning This is my ballot
and I'm voting for Obamal! 1
wanted to seream, but again 1
refrained from giving in to the
internal combustion that was
going on in my mind. Instead,

. I simply siid “ves.”™ But in the

excitement of iall, 1 said i1 a

. little 100 loud and he probably -~

thaught Twas being rude. R«

gardless, T can saythmgﬁedg-

and nothing Tve done in my
life has given me such a sense
of civi¢ engagement.

The moment is ‘mine,
A5 ours, and nothing can take
that away from us, the Afncans
American community. No rac-
ists remarks, not, assassination
_a’ttcmp'lu, no  ighorance can

m:tdn in our
Mikose it wWe. willmakesittoul
future, Why? Because we have
the power to vote.
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BY JENERRA C. ALBERT
Staff Writer

Imagine looking into the eyes of
a Gyear-old, ‘black girl as she asks you,

“When is your skin going (o turn brown

like mine?”

A number of years ago, this is the
exact question that Jennifer Klotz received
from her daughter; Katelyn, She was only
2 months old when Klotz, a white woman,
adopted her.

Klotz is the Assistant Director of

Adoptions Together, Inc. and oversees the

placement of children up lor adoption in

homes,

Klotz expressed that raising a child
in general is a fear, but adopting i child of
another race and background heightened
that fear,

“Raising a child of a different race
is different,” she said. “You may have to
ask others for help.”

Klotz said while raising Katelyn,
she would get questions like, “Are you the
babysitter? Or the nanny? How did she get
that brown skin?' Questions that normal

families don’t get asked, It's gotten better

over the years though,” she said.
ago it was a lot different.”

Klotz was forced to make several
adjustments in order to provide a sale and
happy home for her daughter, where race
would not be an issue.

She said that having a supportive
and understanding community wis essen-
tial to the growth of her daughter, consid-
enng the circumstances.

“16 years

“If you don’t live in a diverse or ac-
cepting community, that makes it an issue.
You don't 'Lhm[ your child to stick out,”

Klotz said. “Location plays a part in it
families in southern Marvland expenence
more [prejudices] because they stick out.”

She said adopting a child requires
a lot of support and education. “There is
certain education thatcomes withadopting
a child, but also around [the] trans-racial
[aspect],” Klotz said. “How are you going
to deal with your daughters identity?”

Besides outside prejudices, white
mothers raising black daughters face chal-
lenges including hair care and skin care.

Klotz said she had to realize that
the same products that worked on her hair
would not necessarily work with Katelyn's
hain

When it comes to parenting across racial lines, a supportive community has proved to be the key to success.

“1 made sure that I purchased and
kept the types of products that were good
for her hair,” she said. "I found out that |
can’t wash her hair everyday.”

In learning to properly care for
daughter’s hair, Klotz explained that she
went and bought a book and began to
practice,

“[When I adopted a black daugh-
ter], I had to learn how to braid,” she
joked.

Sophomore business management
major Felicia Gordon is of Jamaican and
Caucasian descent. She expenienced simi-
lar issues with her mother, who 1 white,
and the upkeep of her hair inher vounger
YEArs.

“*When 1 was younger, my mom
started my dreads in third grade because
she got tired of having to put my hair into
the typical ponytails and braids,” Gordon
said. “Instead, she put them in dreads and
just learned to re-twist them.”

Gordon, who is from Montclair,
NJ. realized having a supportive com-

‘munity was beneficial to her biracial situ-
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' Mixed Families Overcome Cultural Differences

White mothers adjust to issues of hair care and racial prejudice when raising black daughters:
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ation as well.

“II T'went in the mall, it was a regu-
lar thing,” she said. “There 1s a huge pop-
ulation of biracal families, so seeing me
with my white mother was common. From
my point of view, New Jersey appreciates
miy family’s diversity.”

Kandace Barker is a junior advertis-
ing major who was adopted by her white
grandmother and has faced several racial
stereotypes.

“I believe the struggle extends far
bevond just the daughters of white moth-
ers,” Barker said, “I believe the identity
problem is Something that is inflicted by
society and not necessarily the fiomily. 1
hated to even tell people that my grand-
mother was white because people would
assume that I was ‘bragging’ or [they
would] automatically try to place a nega-
tive stercotype on me,*

Barker admits to rejecting part of
her heritage in order to escape being ste-
reotyped.

“To this day; il anvone asks me if |
am multiracial; T usually say no,” Barker

said. “It’s just easier that way.” .
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For Barker, family relations weres

strained between the biracial and white
children in the famly.

“My grandmother definitely expe-.

renced prejudice from others, including-
her children from her previous marmage
to a white man,” Barker said. “It was very
rare that her biracial children interacted
with her white children.”

Klotz said that it is absolutely nec-
essary that the extended family of the-
adopted family be accepting of the child,
whether it is an aunt, niece, cousin or
grandparent, they should all be respecting
of the child.

Also, the parent must be willing to-

stand up for his or her child.

“If you don’t do it, nobody else-
will," Klotz sad. “Families must be will-
ing to [adapt], willing to learn about their
child’s race, culture and ethnicity and ex-
pose them to as much diversity as you can.
It takes a lot of sacrifice to adopt and if

vou aren’t willing, you probably shouldn’t |

bedoingit.”

Energy Drinks Cause Energy Boost, Health Risks

BY LENDORA WASHINGTON
Contributing Writer

Kristen Jones, a junior psychology
major, was looking forward to yet another
rough and tiresome day. Between schools
work, orgamzational meetings and her
upcoming test, time wasn't the only thing
she was lacking — she was also running
on empty and needed a significant energy
boost.

With few options open, she called
her friend exhausted, looking for some ad-
vice on staying awake for the remainder
of the day.

Her friend advised her to drink
an energy drink. She went to the nearest
7-Eleven and purchased a Chaser 5-Hour
Energy shot. After taking the energy shot,
she had a noticeable boost in ene rgy. How-
ever, her body’s reaction
to the energy drink was
more than she had bar-
gained for,

“My hands start-
ed shaking, my eyes
were jittery and my
stomach: hurt,” Jones
saicl. It made me feel
like I would never go to
sleep aguin. That was
the first and last tme |
used an energy drnk.”

Though this re-
sponse ish't common,
according to advertise-
ments of the Chaser
5-Hour "Energy shot,
another young woman
haad a very similar expe-
rience.

“The
dnnk made

encrgy

me  rest-
said Irene Harley;
a sophomore speech
pathology major. “My
hands were shaking and
I felt nauseated.”

The ingredients
listed on the bottde of
Chaser 5-Hour Energy
shot include taurine,
calfeme  and  about
8333% of the daily al-
lowance of the vitamin
B12 and 1600% of B6,
according to the editor
of F;.'ﬂt"rj{}' Drink Re-

less,™

views. Chaser's commercial advertisement
says that the boost in energy is caused by
I]u-‘rit;tmin B12.

“B12 will give you energy,” said Dr
Rovenia: Brock, @ nutrtionist and author
of the national bestsseller, De Ro's Ten Se-
arels to Lisin® Healthy. “Since the drink says
it contains as much calleine as a cup of
coffee, I'm preity sure most of the energy
is derived from the cafleine.”

A cup of coflee contains about 65
mg ol caffeine. A few ol the most popular
energy drinks such as Impulse, Red Bull,
Naughty Boy and V, contain about 80-88
mg of cafleine per 8.5 ounces. This can be
compared to the 44 mg found m a drink of
Coca-Cola of the same measurement,

“Caffeine speeds up your heart and
is not good for anyone to consume in large
quantities,” said Brock.

Other brands of energy dnnks
promise increased aglity, endurance and
of course — .energy. These promises
undoubtedly appeal to the energy-driven
socicty of today.

“What thesc drinks do is give a
surge of .energy, which lasts fora couple
of hours and then results in an energy
crash,” Brock said. “There is also a high
use among students who try to stay up
and study for exams. Young people that
are clubbing use it for an extra boost of
energy.”

According to Canada’s Minister of
Health, Tony Clement, improper use of
energy drinks, such as intake with alcohol
or in greater quantities than recommend-
ed, can resultin health risks,

According to the Australian Drug
Foundations 'Drug  Info - Clearinghouse,
the effects of combining energy drinks

Leura Morien- Seathe Times (MCT)

Energy drinks can cause health problems in people who drink them. This can especially occur with the intake of energy drinks
and alcoholic beverages together, Dr. Brock suggests alternatives for boosting energy besides drinking energy drinks.

with alcohol could be a risky mix, be- -
ing they are a depressant and a stimulus.
There have been reports of young people

dying, associated with the effects of mix-
ing aleohol and energy drinks.
There are hiealth nsks specific o

womens, when consuming large amoaunts

of cafleine in these drinks,
Brock said,
tamin C and Calcium within a woman's
body.”
According to Medhine Plus Medica-
tion, Vitamm G is a water-soluble vitanmun
that is necessary lor normal growth and

“Calfeme leaches Vi-

development. The human body does not |

manufacture or store Vitamin C on its
owm, 50 it's impartantin one's dict,
Caleium is equally important be
cause it is one of the most important min-
erals for the growth, maintenance and re-
production of the human body.
Consuming

poses a lesser known —
but equally significant
health nsk.

“Caffeine increaseg
the cyst growth within
women  with  fbrocystic

breast,” Brock said. *This

teet breast cancer”

Women  who

drinks, Within'  the

babies later in pregnancy.
Brock suggests more
natural and safer alterna-

would provide an overall
healthier lifestyle.

“If it's energy that

- you need, change your diet

and increase the amount of

time you exercise,” Brock

said. “However, for an in-

could get a smoothie with

water algae.”
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large .
amounts of caffeine also .

can make it difficult 1o read |
mammograms, which de-

are
pregnant should also avoid
the large amounts of caf- .
feine often found in energy
first .
three months of pregnan- -
cy, highs amounts of caf |
feine can cause miscarriage |
and difficult child birth or
can result i lower-weight

tives to gain energy, which -

stant boost ' energy, you

a side of spurlina and fresh
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' ‘Though Virginia has voted Rtpuhiican in the presidential elections since 1964, it has I:-acuma a battleground state in this year's election. Neither Sen. Obama nor Sen. McCain has had an overwhelming amount of support in Virginia.

Obama, McCain Duel in Virginia, a New Swing State

BY CRYSTAL COOPER
Contributing Writer

Sen. Barack Obama (D-IIL) and
Sen. John McCain (R-Aniz,) are dueling
to win several battleground states. Among
them is Virginia, a first-time swing state
in the election.

Virginia holds 13 of the 270 elec-
toral yotes needed to win the presidency

and ‘will likely be decided by a small

margin of victory if polls are ndeed ac-

curate,

Virginia 1s recognized as a conser-
vative “red” state that hasn't voted for a
Democratic presidential candidate since
1964. McCain’s goal this year has been
keeping the state red by preserving the
Southern conservative base and sway-
ing liberal Northern Virginians to vote
Republican. Obama, on the other hand,
hopes to create a blue Virginia this time
around.

Although the state is rooted in
conservatism, neither candidate has over-
whelming support in the state. In fact, re-
cent polls show Obama holding a shght
edge, though the extent of the lead var-
ies. The CNN/Time poll conducted be-
tween Oct. 23 and 28 show Obama with
a nine-point lead, 53 10 44. On Oct. 26,
Fox News/Rasmussen showed McCain
only trailing by four points, 31 t0.47.

Obama’s Virgmia Campaign
Spokesman Clark Stevens said that al-
though Virginia hasn’t elected a Demo-
crat for president in 44 years, Demograts
Mark Warner and Tim Kaine were both
clected governors in 2001 and 2003,

“Both Wammer and Kaine have
similar qualities to Obama,” Stevens
said. “These include having an indepen-
dent record antl using bipartis: uﬁhq:- to

tackle ssues '

Hnwc\t-r, neither of these guber-
natorial races resulted in a landslide vic-

tory. In 2001, Mark Warner won 52 per-
cent of the votes while Republican Mark
Earley received 47 percent, according to
USelectionatlas.org. These statistics are
similar to polls that show a single-digit
difference between McCain and Obama.

All Northern Virginia counties,
including Prince Wiliam, Warren, Page
and Culpeper, voted for Warner in 2001,
with the exception of Fairfax County. At
McCain's: Sept. 10, rally-in Fairfax, he
asked the Fairfax citizens to'remain loval
to the Republican party:

“The Commonwealth of Virginia
15 a battleground state,” McCain shouted.
“We must win it, and we will win it!”

Though Tim Kaine became gov-
ernor in 2005, Southern Virginia coun-
ties such Roanoke and Lee voted for Re-
publican Jerry Kilgare,

- Varying demographics in the

northern and southern parts of the state
contribute to the  differing opinions:

Northern Virginia is more developed,
with cities such as Arlington and Alexan-
dria and the affluent, suburban Tyson’s
Comer. Southern Virginia, on the other
hand, 1s rural, with vast farmland. The
region also includes to the state capital
Richmond, home of the White House of
the Confederacy.

Despite these distinctions, spokes-
man Stevens thinks that, like voters in
other swing states, Virginians have seen
the failed policies-of the last eight years,
Whether ‘they are Northern or South-
ern, liberal or conservative, all Virginians
want the same thing: accessible health
care, better education and lower taxes. :

Not all  Virginians :u_ip]mﬁ
Obama’s methods of achieving such
goals. Lea Colburn, a freshman at George
Mason University in Fairfax County, is a
proud Libertarian who supports McCain,
The slogan headlined at the Iﬁp ol Lp.org,
the Libertarian Partv Web site, desctibes

BY CHAZZTEN PETTIFORD
Contributing Writer

With Homecoming and' mid-
terms. behind them, students are vol-
unteering at the Obama campaign
headquarters in D.C. to prepare for the
clection,

The office, located at 803 Floni-
da Ave., N.W.,, less than two blocks from
Howard Unix't-rsit:_.* Hospital, allows stu-
dents to volunteer between classes,

Students have been  flowing
through the office throughout the day,
and some come in teams in the eve-
nings, according to Sammic Whiting-
. Ellis, a volunteer. Howard students have
participated in rallies, canvassed and
turned out in large numbers duning the
primaries.

“Howard is Obamaland,” Whit-
mng-Ellis said.

The D.C. headquarters' goal is
to. make sure every Obama supporter
tums out to vole,

Their focus is on Virginia, a ma-
jor battleground state in the clection

with 13, electoral votes,

JaeMurphy. a sophomore broad-
cast journalism major, volunteered for
the first time on Tuesday.

“I decided to volunteer at the
Obama D.C, headquarters because |
wanted to not just be a voter to say [
voted [in] the upcoming election, but 1
wanted to be a voter that made a great
contribution and played a key role as [a]
LS. citizen,” Murphy said.

Student  volunteers  stall  the

phones, canvass in neighborhoods and

participate in’ the “Get Out the Vote”
Initiative.

Murphy mtroduced  to
-phonebanking, swhere he was given a list
of the names and telephone numbers of
local residents who expressed interest in
supporting the Obama campaign.

“I had to call them, greet them,
thank them for supporting Obama and
nquire il they would like to join us...to
go on the organized canvass trips to Vir-
ginia this weekend,” Murphy said.

Senior political science  major
Sajdah Bryant has been volunteering at

Wds

hlw-l:;wﬁhﬂmuw (2T}
Students have participated In rallies and phonebanked at Obama's D.C. headquarters in order to prepare voters for Election Day.

Students Gear Up for Last-Minute
Preparations at Obama Headquarters

the office for more than a moth, four
times a week.

She also volunteered at the 2008
Democratic National Convention in
Denver and at Wednesday’s Obama
rallyin Leesburg, Va.

She learned about the office
through an e-mail and said that her
experience as a volunteer has been
“great.”

“I love being with Obama sup-
porters,” Bryant said, “It's like & uto-
pia.” Bryantalso does phonebanking

Almost every room in the three-
level building, including the basement,
is occupied by volunteers.

Students from other local col-
leges and universities alio wvolunteer.
Jessica Rodriguez, a freshman pre-med
major at Northern Virginia Community
College, drives to the office on weekdays
and Saturdays.

Rodrguez leads GOTV at the
Obama D.C, headgquarters.

“There is never a bonng day in
the office,” she said. “It’s fun and you
meet i lotof people.”

BY ASHLEY MASON-GREENE
Contributing Witer

Barack Obama and John Me- .

Cainare not the only men promising to

bring change to Washington,

ability to bring change to the city.

sire to serve,"\Long said.

D.C. a “greener” city.

ncd}_l -

me to where I wanted to go.”

i

Mark Long, a candidate for city
council at-large, hopes to do the same.
The native Washingtonian and More-
house-bred candidate is confident in his

*“1 have a sincere passion and de-

He wants to continue improve-
ment of the District’s schools, increase
public safety and improve health care
and health-related services for all ¢itis
zens. He is also concerned with eco-
nomic development as well as social
services and wants to make Washington,

“T have experience working with
small businesses and have worked with a
Iot of vouth and churches,” Long said,
He also has worked for Congressman
Julian Dixon and Senator Edward Ken-

“T know ‘how good the educa-
tion system wits at one fime," Long said.
I went to D.CLpublic schools and it got

Long was a student at Wilson
High School and lived in Ward 7, He

her view: “Smaller Government. Lower
Taxes. More Freedom,”

“As a Libertanan, the economy is
one of my most important issues,” Col-
burn said. “For years, McCamn has been
against the pork-barrel spending that has
caused this unheard ol national debt.”

She continued, “My family is mid-
dle-class and considered rich by Obama
when, mn fact, most of our money goes
to taxes and-paying ofl a normal-sized
house.”

Howard sophomore Agnes. Er-
skine, a Northern Virginia native, thought
differently:

“Although Virginia his been pret-
ty conservative in the past, I think this
election has brought to light some things
that have obviously been done wrong in
the past years,” she said.

Erskine late said that all of her
friendsplan to vote for Obama.

Photo Coutesy of mmrs:m com
Mark Long Is running for city council at- -large. He said he has a "desire to serve.”

Long is a Change Agent
With Passion for District

¥ running lor ofhce city-wade, but ac-
knowledges Ward 7's specifie needs.

“Ward 7 has the greatest gap be-
tween the wealthiest and the poorest in
D.C.." Long sad. “My concern is, ‘how
are we dddressing this gap?™

Ward 7 also” has the most un-
derdeveloped lind which Long sees as
a greal opportunity for economic devel-
opment.

Today, Long and six other candi-
dates will vie for the two open spots for
aity councl atlarge, In a leter written
by Will Stephens, commissioner of the
Dupont Gircle -Advisory Commuission,
Stephens urges Washingtonians to con-
“sider Long,

He said, *|Long| displayed intel-
lectual honesty,” and he “hopes [they]
take a look at Mark Long before making
[their] decisions.”

Others around the District also
appreciate Long’s heartfelt passion and
are looking forward 1o secing him win
the election.

Mary Smith, a resident of Ward
7, saad, I can tell he is genuine and not
just into the party of politics.”

Jordan Banks, a local eollege stu-
dent said, “Fwent to'one of the debates
and Mr. Long was definitely one of the
best candidates. I really hope he gets
one of the seas.”
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* walk from campus chix

offers all-natural
latin rotisserie
chicken and
vegetarian meals.
eating responsibly
is about being
good to your body
and to the earth.

* delicious, tasty
and quick

*dine-in or take-out
lunch and dinner

* free wi-fi

* happy hour beer
and wine specials

* facebook group chixde.com

lunch specials

(students/staff

take additional $1 off)

m-f 11:30-4

- 1/4 chicken, side, drink $7.49
- special wrap, drink $7.49

special promotion w/ howard i.d.
bring this ad in m-f 11:30-4

and get 1 meal regular price and
second meal 50% off (expires 12/1/08)

New [tem of the year for 2007 al

Buy one 28 0z SLURPEE
and getone FREF!
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thlsshouldbelllegal

I= YOouR LLANDLORD IS LicEMNSED?
ARE YOUR SMOKE, DETECTORS WOoORKING?

DO Yeoil FEEL SAFE 1IN YOUR House?

WE CAN HELP
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THIS SHOULD BE ILLEGAL"
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“What's Happening In The Residence Halls™
November Z2od-8th, 2008

Tossday. Navember 4, 2008
*Election Lomnge"

Came see the dramatic condusion of the Presidential Race
Tuesday 4th, Novemher 2008
@ 10:00pm
Haward Plaza Towers-West Commmunity Room
Wedoesday, November 5. 2008
Clothing donation/drive for the homeless
Bible study in the 2nd floor student lounge

starting @ 9:30 pm.
Mays Hall

Contemplative prayer
Howard Thurman Chapel
10:00 pm to 11:00 pm
Mays Hall

Tharsday, November 6. 2008
Book Club

Thursday nights starting @ 9:30 pm
"An Invitation from the King" by Francis Weaver

Mays Hall

*Azsssagazhhhhbhhhifl. Stressed Out?”
Find quthow to deal with stress and foods that can help

@ 7:00pm
Howard Pleza Towers- West Community Room

Exiday. November 7, 2008
Friday Night Lights Bible Study:
Coak Hall Clubrapem, 7:30pm

Think You have Cavities?
Come to a free Oral Screening
@ 10:00am
Howard Plaza Towers- West Community Room
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Charies Matzn [l Cartoonist

Vandalism Issues Give Rise to
Campus Security Concerns

Throughout the year, car
vandalism on Howard’s campus
has remained an ongoing issue
and despite this continuing prob-
va], little has been done to 1m-
prove the surveillance and security
of parking lots across campus,

Last week, nearly 30

only. Those wishing to enter the
gate should have to show proper
identification to the person work-
ing at the entrance of the lot. In
order for this to work, there needs
to be a gate installed at all parking
lots, especially behind the Towers.

tions.

Il they host a “Put it On
Blast” types of l[orums, then you
should attend. Unless we express
aur frrowing concerns, no-one will
know that we are as discontent as
we ire, While some things, like the

increase i car vandalism

cars were broken into, 17
of which were broken into
in one night in the Plaza
Towers’ parking lot.

. Howisit that 17 cars
can be broken into in one
night and the assailant go
unnoticed? Students  pay

Our View:

Students should speak up about
the necessity of better security and
hold authorities accountable.

and theft, are obvious, other
grievances will go unnoticed
as well, unless we exercise
| our rights as students,
Requesting that the
security be enhanced on and
around campus is a simple
request that we should be

hundreds of dollars an-
nually to obtain parking
permits, but some of us end up
having to pay for car repairs.in
addition the parking fee. This is
simply unacceptable.

' In addition to
g police security, drastic facil
ity changes should also be made,
Parking lot accessibility should be
limited to students and security

Student Leaders Fail to Inspire

. Election 2008, one of the
most contested, and no doubt,
historical elections in Generation
Y7s lifetime has finally come to a
close.

This perspective 1§ ad-
dressed to not only the campus
community, but to student lead-
ers (elected and non-elected), The
© Hilllop and various student or-
ganizations that did not use this
clection to show what college i
about: “the opportunity for free
tought”

. This. means that student
leaders, journalists, faculty and
sthdent organizations should help
faster free thought and open de-
bate, without imposing rheto-
ne based on their own personal
VICWS,

. I have been crincal of The
Hilltop in the past and T have the
utmost respect for its stall;, yet the
opportunity was missed to be the
one objective \iice on campus
to provide just the facts — not
opinion. Meaning, whether or not
you're rooting for Obama, still
réport stories about Tony Rezko,
Bill Ayres (who some Hilltop stafl-
ers have never heard of) and a
mannequin dressed as Sarah Pa-
lin hanging from a noose, which
some individuals found offensive.

You also should not ques-
tion why a certain candidate is
still “running” without providing
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Lights should also be installed in
each of the campus parking lots so
that anyone attempting to break
inito st gar e be easily poticed:!

roe StideTs &lnwlsp,iafun 1kr
efforts 1o improve the safety
around ‘eampus and this mvolves
holding the campus police departs
ment accountable for our expecta-

Perspective

fagts, or allowing for rebuttal. As
a very wise journalist once said
to_me, *When it comes time to
report a story, all personal biases
and feelings attached the story
must be left behind.” 1 know that
this may anger some people in the
editorial office at the The Hillto,
but it is only a perspective.

Additionally, T didn’t un-
derstand why student organiza-
tions were so pressed about travels
ing 1o Vinginia to furn that state
bhie, when the District of Colum-
bia doesn't even have voting rights
i Congress.

Why not help the commu-
nity that many student leaders are
using as a personal launching pad?
The concern was not ol student
leaders trying to get people to reg-
ister to vole: they were attempting
to tell the people of Virginia who
to vote for.

Most of the “leaders” failed
to realize that you discafranchise
people when you ell them which
candidate 1s best for them, without
understanding that person's back-
ground and what goes on within
their own communities and their
own homes.

Within the last month or so,
several “make-shift” ellorts at fair
and balanced panel discussions
have sprung up around the cam-
pus.of Howard University.

A point of advice, balanced

guaranteed throughout the
year.

Many of us are thousands
of miles away from home and
salety is a top concern of our fam-
1z ilides Although no one has been
hurt during these incidents, it is
onlya matter of time before a stu=
dent may be injured. Before this
occurs, these improvements need
to be made.

Lree T hought

doesn’tmean a one-staunch Jibers
ul, Dr. Carr (for whom I have the
greatest respect), and a sell-called
“moderate” all seated on a panel,
with questions geared towards
bashing the Republican Party.
Furthermore, the audience
shpuld be more mature and not
shout out and interrupt a person
who has an opinion different than
thetr own. O course the maost

'“[m]llli..ilh comscious” people on

campus can’t even name one of
their two U8, Senators (I think
this is something that history pros
fessors need to look in to).

The point of this perspec-
tive was not to rant, but only to
point out that il we are going to
be “leaders in the global commu-
nity,” the first step that vou must
take is fostering open thought and
respecting a person regardless of
who they vote for and which ini-
tatives they choose to support.

As the next four years of a
new presidency begins on Jan. 20,
2009, be aware that no change
has not and will not be made,
unless individuals are willing to
work toward if. At the moment,
“Change” and “Country First"
are nothing more than campaign
slogans.

— Steven M. Page, senior
Radio-TV-film major
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