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omecoming is a highly anticipated occasion each year.
it brings in over 100,000 people from across the globe
that experience a week of events and celebration.
For a world-renowned homecoming with such a wide
audience to satisfy and major reputation to live up to,
one may wonder what kind of budget can pull off such an affair.

“Howard homecoming is a unique business model; it takes proper
planning and efficient budgeting to create a successful event,” sald Homecoming
steering committee Treasurer William Brown.

This year's Homecoming, titled Eden, includes the annual Mr. & Miss

Howard pageant, gospel concert, comedy show, fashion show, yard fest, R&B -

concert, parade, the homecoming football game and the Greek step show.
In addition to the staple events, the 2008 homecoming steering committee is
debuting the celebrity basketball game, a live broadcast on the Steve Harvey
Morning show and a 5k Run Bison Stampede.

Assuring the traditional festivities and bringing new aspects to the
homecoming experience requires that the budget model have a strong foundation
that will support the entire function.

“We start off with about five-percent retain earnings from last year's
budget. We work with projected revenue that comes from three sources:
sponsorship dollars, student activities allowance and ticket sales,” Brown said.

Although the budget breakdown may be not as complex as the actual
fundraising and allocation of the funds; it is a strict model that the organizers work
hard to create and follow.2008 Homecoming sponsors include Verizon Wireless,
Vibe, Allhiphop.com, Embassy Suites, Herff Jones, Howard's Residence Life and
WHBC830am. The sponsorship assists with a variety of amenities needed for

~ the occasion.

“We have about a year to secure sponsorship, fundraise and build our
budget up to where it needs to be,” said Homecoming Chair Melanie Jones.

The fundraising is usually aided through existing relationships with
‘businesses or organizations that support regularly. The budget can also bring in
revenue from the namesake of the university.

“We get some funds based off of the Howard name along with
relationships we have developed over the years,” Brown said. .

The funds accumulated are paid out on a_necessity bases. The
committee takes care of its necessary production and venue cost because
without them no homecoming shows or events could be possible. The bulk of
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the budget goes to homecomings two main venues Cramton Auditorium,
which hosts six of this year's events and the DC Amory, which hosts the
Greek Step show.

Production fees range from the audio production to the lights,
stage set-up, and the engineers that make it all happen. Security, hotel
and lodging, food, props, supplies, promotion and the service provided by
the entire steering committee also falls inside of the budget.

“We have to make sure necessary expenses are taken care of and
everything else falls under that,” says Jones.

The budget allocated for each show meets the basic needs for
producing it; no show gets priority over another. Because the Greek Step
show has a larger venue cost its budget is the larger than the others whose
venue and production needs are less expensive

“Each show gets the amount appropriate and require for their event.
The budget is responsive to their needs,” Jones added.

Unlike most events that have ticket sales to cushion some of the
expense, Yardfest is completely free and it is rather difficuit to develop one
of Homecoming's biggest crowd drawing celebrations without the benefit of
ticket sales.

“This event starts from scratch so there is usually a strong
sponsorship effort put forth. Due to the economy, it is harder finding alternate
sponsorship; so our work is cut out for us. Also, help from the administration
heads like Kevin Reed and othéer supporters are instrumental to the success
of Yardfest,” said Yardfest coordinator Tyler Pride.

Since Homecomings are known for their celebrity appeal, the
entertainment cost must not be forgotten. The headlining acts of the various
concerts and shows put on do not come cheap.

“Artists don't typically entertain at discounted rates. They aren't
sympathetic to the fact that we are HBCU or
a student ran entity with a worthy legacy,
so we have to pay full price. In some °
cases there may be artists willing to honor
the Howard name and work out a deal,
but it rarely happens,” Brown said.

The task of funding over 10
major productions within a week’s time is
accomplished year after year. Budgeting
has to be dene quickly yet thoroughly to
continue giving homecoming patrons
what they want, and this years

: : Y.
committee hopes that Homecoming -
promises to be a success. “We g
worked hard with the budget to
make Eden an intimate event and
the best homecoming yet.”
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HOMECOMING FOOTBALL TICKET
DISTRIBUTION

Get Your Tickets to the

Howard University Bison
VS.

Morgan State University Bears
game on

DATE: Wednesday, October 15 and Thursday, October 16
TIME:  10:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. L
PLACE: Lower Level of Cramton Auditorium

You must have your HU student identification card.
VALIDATION is a MUST.
Tlckets will be distributed on a first come ﬁrst serve basis

until they are exhausted.

------------------
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Students are in debt due to rising tuition and housing
costs, the unstable economy and high gas prices. But
somehow, students still find a way to purchase Homecoming
tickets -- some at $30 for just one ticket with their student
discounts.

Some of the most popular events include the step show,
the fashion show and the comedy show -- these three tickets
alone will cost a total of §70. Then, following each event, there
Is usually an after party. Students can pay $60 and up just to
get into one party during Homecoming week.

'l wish the prices of the different Homecoming events
were not so high," said Shana Griffith, a senior audio
production major. "It is already hard financially for college
students, and then to add on the price of Homecoming is a
lot."

But regardless of the cost, students still find the money.
Whether they spend money saved from the summer or use
refund checks, students will find a way to subsidize their
Homecoming expenses.

"I work harad over the summer and save my money
so that during the school year | can attend the events that |
want to without financial worry," said Shanika Gordon, a junior
computer science major. "It is easy to spend."

Junior actuary science major Noelle Williams said, "It is
easy to pend $300 at least at the various Homecoming events
between clothes, events, clubs, p*rkmg and food. You will
certainly pay to have a good time.'

Students suggest warning any. visitors coming to
visit, although Hr:.rmezammg Is one of Howard's greatest
experiences, there is certainly a fine price to pay.

For freshmen who will be enjoying their first Howard
Homecoming, Griffith said, "Pick a few of your favorites and
attend those and the next year attend the ones you did not
choose. Also. you do not have to go to every club every night.
GO on the weekends because you still have class the next day
and academic achievement should come before Homecoming
festivities."

Whether students have enjoyed Homecoming in
past years, decided that it is overrated, or have become
Homecoming fanatics, it can be a major cost for those who
attend the various events, From $300 to $1,000 spent in a
matter of one week, it can be expensive for the average
college student with other financial responsibilities as well,
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he lobby is crowded with familiar and unfamiliar faces; the volume is
increasing and everyone seems to be in a:rush to get to their rooms.
Lobby decorations are up and security has been increased and rules are
heavily enforced. It's a weekend when family and friends come to visit and participate
in activities that might make them want to stay. It's Homecoming weekend.

It's a moment in the year where Howard University takes in an approximate 200-
300 additional guests throughout the various dormitories, the lines to the community
bathrooms are extra long and instead of having one or two roommates, students may
have three or four.

Providing housing for the biggest event of the year at Howard University is never
an easy task. "Every year, arrangements are made between roommates and residents
are allowed to have one guest for an extended-stay visit, said Charles Gibbs, Dean of
Residence Life.

So you want to invite someone to come enjoy Yardfest, the football game, the
step show, and all of the other events being held this year? It is really no problem and
quite very simple, but there are always rules to follow.

According to Dean Gibbs, residents are to submit an extended -stay form to the
Community Director five days in advance of the guest arriving. It must also include the
signature of the roommates who have agreed to have the additional visitor. Guests
must be of the same gender to be approved and must adhere to the strict visitation
policy that ine'udes an extended stay from Thursday until Sunday at 12 noon.

All residents are responsible for the actions and behavior of their guests and
must escort them at all times-while in the residence halls. All residents are encouraged
to be mindful of the residence halls policies and should conduct themselves
accordingly as they are responsible for the conduct of their guests. Violations of any .
of the hall policies can result in the termination of their housing agreements. All these
rules are necessary to keep in mind if students still want-to remain residents after their
guests are gone!

As residents enjoy this one weekend, many wonder if there can be another
weekend where family or friends can come to visit. Well, the process is no different.
According to programs coordinator [Howard Plaza Towers] Carlana Ramlochansingh,
"The process is the same as any other time; an extended-visitation form is_submitted.
The only difference is the facilitation during that time period. Since Homecoming is the
peak time of extended visitation requests, there tends to be in the visibility of all staff."

Taking a glimpse at last year's Homecoming visitation, Bethune Annex resident
assistant Stephanie Lockhart said, "Last year went traditionally well. When you have a
successful implementation of organization and presence of staff within the building a lot
of problems are curtailed."
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oothall games, marching bands, and step shows are all a pan of the Black

college homecoming expefignce, it is a time when current students, alumni,

faculty, family and Inencds come celebrate their alma malers. Il is'a long tradi-

ton, anlicipated and celebrated across the country, especially at Historically

Black Collacas and Universities

“I'am anficipating homecoming this year, Every year |l gets bigger and bet
ter,” sald Kandisha Dato, a junior accounting major. Dato atlends Hampton University
and she believes thal the Black coliege experience is npl complete It you do not attend
homecoming

This year we have Tamia parforming al our alumni concert and some more
celabrities are coming that have nol been announced yel. Just knowing that | have
calgbrties coming o my school makeas it so much more éxciting,” Dato said.

LUalo also plans on making her hirst trip 1o Howard 1or homeco ning | want 1o
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somelhing you should not miss 80 | want to see if that statement Is valid,” Dato said.
In addition 1o all the events, Homecoming Is also a lime students to show

i1 their livest fashions. Students save their money 10 buy the most up 1o dala outfits

because homecoming weekend is not only a "ashion show a! Howard University, bul at
e "'.;':" I's 15 Wel

Ay id | do a lot of shopping before homecoming. We have 10 look

il of the parties and clubs we plan on going 1o,” said Shaunte
ns major Irom Morgan State University in Baltimore, Colins

iHionds Moraan State Uiy v nnd she looks forward 1o all the pan : Inat 1 » Maoe

alalinm
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Colling explainad thal the events and foatball game during homecoming does
notl compare 1o the parties. "l méan don't get me wrong, the game and step show are

@son- the mustmmHEAC -'
“I'm Ve xchedaboutmehomecomingf il game. | want my
trie-nds who are g from Delmgtoexpﬂbnee oward football game,”
' 2r. “Our games are like

at Greene Stadium.

a fot of fun but the celebrities rarely come 1o those events unlike at Howard University.
You will definitely find themn in the club though,”™ said Coliins.

Although rmany HBCUs have their very ewn special homecoming, many
students flock to Howard University to gel thelr very own tasle of how the Mecca cel
ebrates the tradition.

"Homecoming at Howard is an experience that you cannot find at any other
HBCU." sald Tiffany Bullock, a junior legal communications major. Bullock Is a transier
student from Morgan State University. She has expenenced homecoming al both Mor-
gan and at Howard and belleves thal there is a big difference. “Al Howard the alumni
are so proud of their school and Howard's Homecoming Steering commitles does a
great job in giving its alumni the best entertainment around.”

‘I love my school to death, but there is nothing like homecoming at Howard
even Ludacris said iL" Jamil Abdullah said, Abdullah is a senior accounting major who
altends Johnson €. Smith University. Every year he travels from Chariotte. NC to Wash-
ington, PC to see what the "RHeal HU" has 1o offer for homecoming:

Bullock explains that everything that Howard does is over the top, 50 expec-
tations for homecoming are always high compared to other HBCUs. "Howard has a long
tfradition for having the bes!, mosl falked abolt homecoming,” Bullock explam&d

"Homecoming at Howard is just the right thing to do-every year,” Bullock said,

Abdullah agrees. “You won t find P. Diddy at none of our loolball games:
Howard has the best partigs, the flyest giris, and the celebrity alumni.. It is the perfect
recipe lor a memorable homecoming.”
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~ Howard Students

As 2old by: Jessica Lewis

nce upon a time,
Howard was one of the most
fashionable campuses in all
the land. To commemorate this
| tradition, students now spend
big for ‘tresh" Homecoming wardrobes.
From the Blackburn fountain and game
room to the people, everybody and
everything wants to look brand-new for
Howard's Homecoming. Even students
who do not attend the Mecca have heard
about the fashion standards and are
altering their wardrobes accordingly.
“| have always heard that you have to
be on point. You must go out there and
~look fly, sexy,” said Lyndsey Fowler, a
Sophomore, Broadcast Journalism Major
at the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill. .
Fowler has already saved
$400 to spend on outfits for the week.
Perceptions of Homecoming on Howard’s
campus are not too different from
Fowler's. Sophomore art major Zanaba

Hudson
has a long line of Howard alumni in
her family and already knows what to
expect.

“Yes, yes, | am [buying new
clothing] because | want to have an outfit
that nobody has already seen me in,”
Hudson said.

Hudson’s annmpanon of new

~ faces and celebrities at Homecoming -

has motivated her to look her best. “You
have to have your nails and hair done,”
she said. “You have to have new clothes
and you just have to look glamorous.”

Matia Johnson, a freshman
dance major, will also spend extra

money on adornments — but she does
- not think a new wardrobe is a must-

have. | |

“I want to get four outfits, but
| don’t have the budget for that right
now,” she said.-Similar to Hudson’s goal,
Johnson said, “| want to wear something
new that nobody has seen
before because | want to look good

Not everybody, however,

is participating in the fashion
‘pandemonium. Sophomore political

science major Domenio Smith has
no intention of spending money for
Homecoming attire.

Smith said he did not buy new
clothes last year and he will not buy
them this year. Likewise, freshman
accounting major Shaina Ayers will
not be buying clothing specifically for -
Homecoming.

“| was already planning on
going fall shopping, but I'm not about
to buy a new outfit for every day of the
Homecoming week,” she said.

Regardless of the means by
which students dress for Homecoming,
they can expect “Eden” to have a cmsh
on fashion this year.
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“Whatever your ﬂarr'*piex may be, it Homecoming: You know yoil're
gonna see a lot of familiar faces, sojust suck it up and speak. .
At the end of the day. al it takes is a simple "Wassup?'

Real Talk.
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