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NEWSFILE

Howard University celebrated 
its  122nd ann iv ersary  w ith  a 
delightful C harter Day D inner 
for m ore th a n  2,000 guests on 
M arch 1.

Five distinguished graduates of 
the  un iversity  w hose post
graduate achievem ents are  exem 
p lary  received th is  y ea r’s alum ni 
recognition aw ards. The five are, 
A rm y Lt. Gen. A ndrew  P. Cham
bers, educator B ernard  W. Har- 
leston, foundation director Wanda 
Weekes Moore, den tist Hugo A. 
Owens, Sr., and professor of radiol
ogy Lionel W. Young.

Chambers, a 1954 physical edu
cation graduate, is deputy com
m anding general, Forces Com
m and, and com m anding general, 
Third United States Army.

H arleston, a 1951 sum m a  cum  
laude psychology graduate, is p re s 
ident of the  City College of New 
York.

Moore, a 1963 political science 
graduate, is a director of the W.K. 
Kellogg Foundation and a m em ber 
of the  Board of Regents of the  Uni
versity  of M innesota.

Owens, a 1947 cum laude g radu
ate of the  College of D entistry, is in  
p riva te  practice in  Portsm outh , 
Va., and  h as  served two term s as 
the  vice m ayor of h is  hom e base, 
Chesapeake.

Young, a 1957 graduate of the 
College of Medicine, is ch a irm an  of 
the  D epartm ent of Radiology a t 
C hildren’s H ospital Medical Center 
of A kron, Ohio, professor of radiol
ogy a t N ortheastern  Ohio U niver
sity  College of Medicine and clin i
cal professor of radiology a t Case 
W estern Reserve U niversity  in  
Cleveland.

Steve Wilson, a 10-year ve teran  
of the NFL, is th e  new  head  football 
coach a t How ard University.

A 1979 graduate of Howard, Wil
son replaces form er coach Willie 
Jeffries, w ho resigned in  J a n u a ry  
to coach a t South Carolina State.

A lthough W ilson h as  never 
worked as a coach, it  is said he is a 
fast lea rner and is expected to do 
well. And to assis t h im  in  the  ta sk  
of building a  strong  team  for How
ard, W ilson soon nam ed six  new  
assis tan t coaches, th ree  of them  
w ith  NFL coaching/playing 
experience.

“We recognize he h a s  no t 
coached before. We w ere very 
aw are of th a t  fact w hen  we h ired  
him ,” said William M oultrie, the 
un iversity ’s a th le tic  director, a t a 
p ress conference. M oultrie said 
Wilson w as chosen because he “h as  
vision, honesty  and in teg rity  and 
the zenith  of w h a t we advocate 
here  a t How ard U niversity.”

After h is  graduation  from  How
ard  w ith  a m arketing  degree, Wil
son became a free agent and was 
picked quickly by the  Dallas Cow
boys. He rem ained w ith  the  team  
for th ree  good seasons, s ta rtin g  as 
a reserve wide receiver and pu n t 
re tu rn e r  and subsequently played 
cornerback and defense. The las t 
seven seasons before accepting the  
How ard coaching position, he 
played successfully as defensive 
back for the  Denver Broncos.

As student a t Howard, W ilson 
w as on the  football team  as a wide

receiver. He played for four sea
sons, during w hich  he caught 94 
passes to ta ling  1,399 yards and 12 
touchdowns. He w as all-conference 
perform er in  the  M id-Eastern A th
letic Conference in  1978.

Wilson’s new  ass is tan t coaches 
are  Charlie West, defensive coordi
nator; Rubin Carter, defensive line 
coach; Roger Jackson , defensive 
back field coach; Jam es Royster, 
offensive coordinator; A nthony 
Tademy, offensive line coach and
A.C. Cauthon, quarterback/re- 
ceivers coach.

In a special dedication cere
mony, the  School of A rchitecture 
and Planning  renam ed its  building 
for H ow ard H. Mackey (1901-87), 
w hose pioneering efforts paved the 
way for full-fledged, nationally- 
recognized a rch itec tu ra l education 
a t the  university .

Mackey jo ined  the  arch itec tu ra l 
faculty of H ow ard U niversity in  
1924 upon  h is  g raduation  from  the 
U niversity  of Pennsylvania, becom 
ing one of few Blacks in  the  U.S. a t 
th a t tim e to hold  a degree in  the 
field. In  1937, he w as appointed 
head  of H ow ard’s a rch itec tu re  de
partm en t. In  1950, th ro u g h  h is  ef
forts, the  program  w on accre
d ita tion  from  the  N ational 
A rch itectu ral A ccrediting Board.
In  1970, he oversaw  the  creation  of 
the  School of A rchitecture  and 
P lanning  as an  autonom ous aca
demic en tity  (previously  it  had  
been combined w ith  engineering.)

Such bare facts do little  justice  to 
the  depths of h is  con tribu tions as
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institu tion-builder, p ractic ing  a r 
chitect, teacher, public servant, 
role model.

In  the  words of H ow ard P resi
dent Jam es E. Cheek, “Warning th is  
building is a living m em orial th a t  
stands as tes tam en t to the  accom 
p lishm en ts of H arold Mackey but 
also as a rem inder of the  legacy he 
created  th ro u g h  studen ts and 
alum ni.”

In  the dedication address, 
alum nus Lorenzo D. W illiams, a 

4 prom inen t M inneapolis architect, 
p raised  the  “thoroughness and 
quality” of the education he re 
ceived at Howard, reviewed some of 
w hat he term ed the “innovative 
p rogram s” presen tly  offered a t the 
school and concluded “Dr. Mackey 
would be proud.”

But given the  h a rd  realities of 
hom elessness and the  severe p rob
lem s facing the Black com m unity, 
he added, “I have a h a rd  tim e 
boasting.” He urged Black a rch i
tects, especially, to tu rn  th e ir  a t
ten tion  to helping to solve these 
problem s. “I t  could be profitable 
and sp iritually  uplifting,” he said. 
“Then we could really  be proud. All 
our people could be proud. And th is  
dedication could take on a whole 
new  m eaning.”

Other speakers a t the  dedication 
cerem ony included M ichael R. Win
ston, the  un iversity ’s vice p re s i
dent for academic affairs; H arry  G. 
Robinson, III, dean of the  school 
and a form er Mackey student; and 
How ard H. Mackey, J r., son of the 
honoree.

Reginald P. Lewis, cha irm an  and 
chief executive officer of the  TLC 
Group and TLC Beatrice In te rn a 
tional, h a s  given the  -university ap
proxim ately  $1 m illion to provide 
financial aid to econom ically dis
advantaged students.

The money, w hich  will 
s tren g th en  H ow ard’s endow m ent 
and help the  un iversity  m eet the  
funding requ irem ents of an  ongo
ing challenge g ran t, is p a r t  of $2 
m illion  in  donations Lewis has 
m ade to 20 educational and  cu ltu r
al in stitu tions. Of these, the  g ran t 
to H ow ard is the  largest.

According to a spokesw om an for 
the financier, the  selection of How
ard  w as made because Lewis “felt it 
w as the  p rem ier Black in stitu tio n  
and th a t  he and h is  foundation 
should support it.”

Lewis, him self, is a graduate of 
V irginia State U niversity  and H ar
vard  Law School, w hich  w ere also 
beneficiaries of h is ph ilan th ropy .

The School of Communications
is the  beneficiary of two unrela ted  
recen t actions. The firs t involves 
the  creation  of a new  curricu lum  in  
advertising sales; the  second a gift 
of $150,000 from  W arner Commu
nications, Inc.

The advertising sales curricu lum  
came about as a resu lt of coopera
tion  betw een the  school, The Wash
ington  Post, The Baltim ore Sun  and 
Giant Food, Inc., in  conjuction w ith  
the  In te rn a tio n a l N ew spaper Ad
vertising  and M arketing Execu
tives Foundation, I NAME.

A n experienced professional in  
advertising sales will be provided 
by The Post to tra in  students, w ith  
H ow ard and The Post sh a rin g  in  
the  cost. Scholarships to students 
in  the  course will be provided by 
G iant Food, w hile The Sun  will de
velop w ith  H ow ard an  Adopt-a- 
U niversity  program . The INAME 
Foundation w ill coordinate the 
p ro ject w ith  the  School of Commu
nications.

The gift from  W arner Commu
n ications will be applied tow ard 
the  launch ing  of a new  studen t 
new s p rogram  on the  un iversity ’s 
television station, WHMM.

Lee T hornton, a na tiona l cor
responden t for th e  A m erican Busi
ness Netw ork and  a  m em ber of the 
School of Com m unications faculty, 
h a s  been nam ed acting executive 
producer of the  program .

The university outranked every 
o ther college and un iversity  in  the 
na tio n  in  the  production  of m in o r
ity  engineering graduates, accord
ing to an  article  in  The Chronicle o f  
H igher Education.

The article, w h ich  cited s ta tis tics  
compiled by the  A m erican Associa
tion  of Engineering Societies, re 
ported  th a t  in  1987 How ard a t
tained  the  num ber 1 position  w ith  
129 m inority  engineering  gradu
ates, followed by City College of the 
City U niversity  of New York w ith  
116 and Texas A<2?M U niversity 
w ith  98.

The Howard University Student 
Federal Credit U nion opened for 
business in  th e  un iversity ’s M eri
dian Residence Hall on February 
24 w ith  m ore th a n  $200,000 in  
s tart-up  capital.

The credit u n ion  offers single 
and jo in t savings accounts, tu ition  
certificates of deposit, educational 
loans and o ther financial services, 
as well as financial counseling. 
M em bership is lim ited to students, 
m em bers of th e ir  fam ilies and 
alum ni.

With a ch a rte r  g ran ted  from  the 
N ational Credit U nion Association, 
the  new  ven ture  jo in s  16 o ther s tu 
dent-m anaged financial in s titu 
tions around  the  nation. H ow ard’s 
is the  only one located a t a p re 
dom inantly  Black college or 
university .

The credit u n ion  is the  product of 
a tw o-year effort by 20 students led 
by business s tuden t William 
Fisher, the  credit u n io n ’s c h a ir
m an  of the  board. Wesley Queen, 
the  form er d irector of the  Center 
for Banking Education in  the 
School of Business and  Public Ad
m in istra tion , assisted  the  students 
in  p lann ing  the  ven ture  and now 
serves as the  credit u n io n ’s general 
m anager.

Am ong those providing seed 
m oney to launch  the  en te rp rise

NEW DIRECTIONS APRIL 1989 2

New Directions, Vol. 16 [1989], Iss. 2, Art. 2

https://dh.howard.edu/newdirections/vol16/iss2/2



w ere Giant Food, Inc., Ford Motor 
Co. and  the  U.S. State D epartm ent 
Federal Credit Union. Giant Food 
and Ford com m itted $100,000 each 
in  deposits, w hile the State D epart
m en t credit u n ion  p u t up $ 10,000 
and tra ined  m any of the  students 
in  credit un ion  operation.

Ten African American former 
U.S. ambassadors participated  in  
a special Black H istory  M onth p ro 
gram  a t How ard on “African- 
A m ericans in  U.S. Foreign Policy,” 
co-sponsored by the h isto ry  de
p a rtm en t and the  A ssociation of 
Black A m erican Am bassadors.

Some speakers a t the  program  
offered h isto rica l perspectives, as 
did association p residen t Elliott P. 
Skinner, a form er am bassador to 
B urkina Faso. “Until recently ,” he 
said, “the  notion  th a t Black A m eri
cans would be in terested  in  the 
foreign policy of the U.S. w as not 
accepted because of the  n a tu re  of 
the  foreign policy process itself.
For m any years  the  foreign policy 
s tru c tu re  took on the  cast of the 
elite.”

According to the speakers, th is  is 
far less so today. Terence A. Tod- 
m an, w ho has held am bassador
sh ips across the  globe (Chad, Costa 
Rica, Denm ark, Guinea, Spain), 
urged students to actively involve 
them selves in  foreign policy and 
offered some practical advice for 
how  to m ake an  im pact on th a t 
policy. Among the specifics of h is 
advice: “Study, so th a t  you become 
the expert;” “establish  and m ain 
ta in  contacts w ith  those w ho can 
do som ething about foreign 
policy;” “seek and accept media 
exposure;” “don’t  be afraid to take 
on controversial issues.”

“W hat happens in  foreign policy 
affects your lives,” he concluded. 
“This is your country. You helped it 
grow. You should get involved.” 
[Todm an is expected to take on a 
new  post as U.S. A m bassador to A r
gentina shortly . ]

Other program  partic ip an ts  and 
the countries in  w hich they  held 
am bassadorships were: 0. Rudoph 
Aggrey (The Gambia and Senegal, 
Rom ania); Theodore R. Britton, J r .  
(Barbados and Grenada); Horace

D. Dawson, J r .  (B otsw ana); R ich
ard  K. Fox (T rinidad and Tobago); 
Irv in  Hicks (Seychelles); W illiam
B. Jones  (H aiti); A rth u r W. Lewis 
(S ierra  Leone); and Charles J . Nel
son (Botsw ana, Lesotho, 
Swaziland).

“Phenomenal Objects: The
Works of Skunder Boghossian” w as 
the title  of a well-received exhibi
tion  held a t the  H ow ard’s Gallery of 
A rt early  th is  year.

Boghossian, w ho w as b o rn  in  
Ethiopia and received h is  a r t  tra in 
ing in  Addis Ababa, London and 
Paris, came to H ow ard in  1971 as 
artist-in-residence and is now  an

associate professor in  the  a r t  
departm ent.

Reviewing the  exhibition  in  The 
W ashington Post, Michael Welzen- 
bach w rote th a t  Boghossian’s a r t  
“resonates w ith  m em ories” and 
th a t  h is p ictu res “seem soaked 
th rough  w ith  the  sun  and p a t
terned  colors of h is  native Addis 
Ababa.”

From  ano th er section of the 
review:

“Skunder m akes contem porary  
icons. Indeed, some of h is  intaglio 
w all-panels of embossed bark- 
cloth, w rith ing  w ith  curious h iero 
glyphs, are  displayed like rem 
n a n ts  of an  ancien t civilization u n 
earthed  by an  archeologist. This is 
in tentional, for Skunder’s a r t  la 
m ents the passing  of h is own a n 
cient culture, its  m ythologies and 
lore, and the assu lt of W estern re 
alities __

“Skunder is a  seer w ho creates 
palim psests w here in  the  w orld
m ay read h is  o r ig in s__And in  a
sense, th is  show, titled ‘Phenom e
nal Objects,’ is ju s t  th a t.”

Samuel Broder, the  new  director 
of the  N ational Cancer In stitu te  
(NCI), m ade one of h is  firs t public 
appearances a t a m eeting of the 
P resident’s Cancer Panel held a t 
the  un iversity  in  M arch.

The panel, w hich  is headed by in 
d ustria lis t A rm and H am m er, ad
vises the  p residen t of the  United 
States on cancer policy. The focus 
of the  m eeting a t H ow ard w as 
“Cancer Diagnosis, T reatm ent and 
P revention in  M inority  
Populations.”

Citing sta tis tics  po in ting  to w hat 
he characterized  as “the excess 
burden  of cancer deaths suffered by 
m inorities,” Broder declared th a t 
“we m u st m ake sure  knowledge 
(regard ing  cancer prevention, 
screening  and  tre a tm e n t)  is ap
plied on an  equitable basis.”

He added: “I do n o t w an t the  next 
d irector of the  N ational Cancer In 
stitu te  to face the  sam e sta tis tics  I 
faced in  the  firs t w eek of office.”

Other speakers a t the  m eeting 
included K enneth  Olden, director of 
H ow ard’s Cancer Center, who p re 
sented an  overview of the  cen te r’s 
m ission  and  operations; Claudia R. 
Baquet, chief of NCI’s Special Popu
lations Studies B ranch, and B arry 
Gause, acting chief of medical on
cology a t H ow ard’s Cancer Center, 
who shared  com parative sta tistics 
for U.S. Black and w hite cancer p a 
tien ts  in  the  n a tio n  as a whole and 
the  D istrict of Columbia, respec
tively; Sandra White, an  associate 
professor of m icrobiology and on
cology a t Howard, w ho discussed a 
p rom ising  resea rch  pro ject being 
undertaken  a t the  un iversity  on an  
agent (sw ain son ine) th a t  appears 
to be effective in  h a lting  the  spread 
of cancer; B arbara Bynum, director 
of NCI’s division of ex tram ura l ac
tivities, w ho addressed the  dearth  
of m inorities in  h ea lth  science ca
reers; and M aryann Roper, NCI de
puty  director, w ho gave an  over
view of b reas t cancer today. □
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