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NEWSFILE

Constance S. Rotan, secretary  
of the  un iversity  since 1987, h as  
heen appointed, to the  recently  
re insta ted  position  of vice p resi­
dent for adm inistration .

In  addition to con tinu ing  to 
serve as secretary  of the  -uni­
versity, Rotan now oversees the 
operation  of Cram ton Audi­
torium , WHUR-FM radio, WHMM- 
TV and  th ree  departm ents: Phy­
sical Facilities M anagem ent, Phy­
sical Facilities Planning, H um an 
Resources M anagem ent (exclud­
ing the  benefits and pension  
section.)

Previously, she served as execu­
tive ass is tan t to the  vice p residen t 
for adm in istra tion  (1975-87) 
and ass is tan t dean and  an  a s­
s is tan t professor of law  a t the 
School of Law (1972-75). Be­
fore th a t, she was general coun­
sel to th e  United P lanning  Organ­
ization  in  W ashington, D.C.

Rotan holds a law  degree from  
the  Howard School of Law and 
a bachelor’s degree from  
S outhern  University.

In other administrative 
changes, two top aides to In ­
terim  President Carlton P. Alexis 
have been named.

Alfred F. Fisher, form er execu­
tive a ss is tan t to the  executive vice 
president, is now  executive a ss is ­
ta n t  to the  president. H. M inton 
Francis, form er executive secre­
ta ry  of the  University-Wide Self- 
Study Thsk Force, is now  special 
a ss is tan t to the  president. Both 
appo in tm ents were effective 
Ju ly  1.

P rio r to com ing to How ard 
in  1988, F isher served as associ­
ate director of the  division of 
public h e a lth  pro tection  in  the  
Office of Public H ealth  for the 
Hew York State D epartm ent of 
H ealth  (1985 to 1988) and  execu­
tive vice p residen t for ad m in is tra ­
tive affairs of the  n a tio n a l Medi­
cal A ssociation (1975-84).

He holds a bachelo r’s degree in  
social sciences from  N orth  
Carolina Central U niversity  and  a 
m aster of education degree from  
Pennsylvania State University.

F rancis came to How ard as di­
rec to r of-university p lan n in g  in  
1979. His background includes a 
21-year career as an  officer in  the 
U.S. A rm y and  service as deputy 
ass is tan t secretary  of defense 
from  1973 to 1977.

He is a West Point graduate and 
holds an  M.B A. degree from  Syra­
cuse University.

Howard Plaza Tbwers w as ap ­
proach ing  full occupancy as we 
w ent to press. Owned by the  u n i­
versity  and operated by Shannon 
and  Luchs M anagem ent, the  new, 
luxury, h igh-rise  a p a rtm en t com­
plex is located a t 2251 Sherm an 
Avenue, N.W., adjacent to the  m ain  
campus.

I t  consists of two ten-story  
tow ers w hich  together house 
792 separate un its . These u n its  in ­
clude efficiencies, double studios 
and one, two and  three- 
bedroom  apartm en ts.

The West Tower is designated 
p rim arily  for undergraduate  
students, w hile preference in  the 
East Tower is given to graduate

and professional students, 
students w ith  fam ilies and  m em ­
bers of the  faculty and staff.

Conceived as an  “academ ic v il­
lage,” the  complex is designed to 
provide residen ts w ith  com puter 
accessibility to the  un iversity ’s 
m ainfram e, study room s on 
each floor and  room s for lec­
tures, sem inars, w orkshops and 
cu ltu ral program s.

Am ong the  features of the 
complex are an  underground  
park ing  garage for 200 vehicles, a 
state-of-the-art electronic secur­
ity  system  m onitored 24-hours- 
a-day by a fron t desk staff, a  land ­
scaped courtyard, individually 
controlled heating  and a ir  con­
ditioning, laundry  room s on 
each floor, and carpeting 
throughout.

The developm ent team  for the 
$48 m illion project consisted of 
the  Howard U niversity Founda­
tion; the  jo in t ven ture  team  of 
Gilbane Building Company/Preci- 
sion Contractors, Inc., as con­
struc tion  m anager; the  jo in t ven­
tu re  team  of B ryant and B ryant 
and Baker-Cooper Associates, as 
architect; and the  financing team  
of F irst Boston Corporation,
Pryor Govan and Counts, M errill 
Lynch Capital M arkets, and  W heat 
F irst Securities.

F inancing  for the  project was 
provided th rough  $67 m illion  in  
D istrict of Columbia industria l 
revenue bonds. Revenues gener­
ated from  incom e on the  build­
ings will be used to re tire  the  debt.
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Rents are com parable w ith  
sim ilar buildings in  the  W ashing­
ton, D.C., m etropolitan  area.
They range from  $515 for effi­
ciencies to $995 for three- 
bedroom s. Most students b ring  
costs down considerably by 
sh a rin g  units.

A form al g rand  opening and 
dedication cerem ony was held 
Ju n e  2.

“One-Third of a Nation: A fr i­
can American Perspectives” is
the  title  of a m ajor conference 
th a t  will be held  on the  Howard 
cam pus November 8-12.

The conference will b ring  to ­
gether scho lars and policy­
m akers to discuss a wide range of 
issues affecting the  nation, p a r t i­
cularly  as they  relate  to A frican 
A m ericans and o ther m inorities.

“Our approach  will be to an a ­
lyze conditions in  order to 
m ake recom m endations for im ­
provem ents th a t  can be carried  
into the  21st century?’ said 
Lorenzo M orris and  Ura Je a n  
Oyemade, co-chairs of the 
conference.

Am ong the  specific areas to be 
exam ined are voting and  political 
participation ; substance abuse; 
education; religious in s titu ­
tions; and economic de­
velopm ent.

The conference, w h ich  is being 
p lanned  by a task  force com ­
posed of faculty m em bers from  
th roughou t th e  university, rep ­
resen ts  a response to various 
recen t reports  detailing the  de- 
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d in in g  sta tus of m inorities in  the 
U.S.

Outgoing Atlanta Mayor 
Andrew J. Young h as been elect­
ed the  a lum ni tru stee  to the  How­
ard  U niversity Board of Trustees. 
The 1951 graduate of the  College 
of Liberal A rts j o ins n ine o ther 
new  m em bers who recently  were 
elected to the  board.

These new  m em bers include two 
students — Jacqueline B. Dun- 
m ore and D arrin  P. Gayles — and 
seven individuals w ho have 
achieved prom inence in  a variety  
of fields. The seven are:

— William B. Daniel, executive 
vice p residen t for W heat F irst 
Securities, Inc., in  Richmond, Va.;

— Elizabeth H. G raham , a ss is ­
ta n t com m issioner for m a te rn ­
ity services in  New York City;

— Earl G. Graves, pub lisher of 
Black Enterprise  m agazine;

— Claude H. Organ Jr., M.D., a 
surgeon a t the  U niversity  of Ok­
lahom a in  Oklahoma City;

— M artin  D. Pay son, general 
counsel for W arner Com m uni­
cations, Inc., in  New York City;

— H arry  J . Pearce, vice p residen t 
and  general counsel a t General 
M otors in  Detroit and;

— Wayman F. Sm ith III, vice 
p residen t for A nheuser Busch 
Cos., Inc., in  St. Louis

The board h a s  a total of 33 
trustees.

Howard University Hospital
h as established the  Dr. Charles R. 
Drew World Medical Prize to 
h ono r m inority  m edical profes­
sionals in  the  United States and 
developing n a tions  w ho have 
made significant contribu tions 
in  public health , h ea lth  research  
or the  delivery of h e a lth  care.

This year, two $50,000 prizes 
w ill be awarded, w ith  the  reci­
p ien ts slated to be honored  
October 11 a t a d inner a t the 
W ashington H ilton and Towers 
Hotel in  W ashington, D.C.

Dr. LaSalle D. Leffall Jr., c h a ir­
m an  of the  hosp ita l’s surgery  de­
p artm en t, is ch a irm an  of the 
aw ards and d inner com m ittees.

At a reception announcing  the 
Drew prizes la s t June , Jo sep h  D. 
Williams, chief executive officer 
and ch a irm an  of th e  board of 
W arner-Lam bert Co., contributed 
$50,000 to the  p rizes’ endow­
m en t fund.

Drew, chief of surgery  a t Freed- 
m en’s H ospital [predecessor to 
Howard U niversity  H ospital] 
from  1941 to 1950, is p erhaps 
best know n for h is  p ioneering  
w ork  in  developing the  m eans to 
store blood plasm a.

The Bison got the  football 
season  off to a rousing  s ta r t 
w hen  they  defeated the  U niversity 
of the  D istrict of Columbia, 40-0, 
in  th e ir  Septem ber 2 opening 
game a t the  un iversity ’s William 
H enry Greene M em orial Stadium.

The game m arked  the  public 
debut of Steve Wilson as the 
team ’s coach. Afterwards, the  NFL 
veteran  told a  W ashington Post 
reporter, “I don’t  rem em ber too 
m any opening days th a t  we won 
by a score like that.”

T hat th a t  v ictory w asn ’t  a  fluke 
was evident a week la te r w hen  the 
Bison trium phed  over Gram- 
bling, 6-0, in  the  W hitney Young 
M emorial Classic before a crowd 
of alm ost 30,000 a t G iants Sta­
dium in  the  M eadowlands (N .J.)

A 1979 graduate of Howard, 
Wilson b rings to the  coaching 
post 10 years  of experience as a 
p layer w ith  the  NFL.
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A  new Magazine Publishing 
Procedures Course designed to 
help m inorities already em ­
ployed in  the  publish ing  industry  
develop the  range of skills neces­
sa ry  for advancem ent w as held  a t 
The Howard In n  las t sum m er.

T hirty  p a rtic ip an ts  attended the 
week-long course, w hich  w as 
sponsored by the  -university’s 
School of Continuing Educa­
tion  in  cooperation w ith  S m ith ­
sonian  m agazine. Support for 
the  p rogram  also came from  the 
M agazine Publishers of A m erica 
and  a  varie ty  of individual m aga­
zine publishers.

U nder the  tutelage of a faculty 
m ade up  of top professionals in  
m agazine publishing, pa rtic ip an ts  
exam ined such  basics as m agazine 
editing, advertising, design, re ­
search, circulation, m arketing  and 
m anufacturing. They also had  the  
chance to p u t w h a t they  learned  
to im m ediate use by developing 
several prototypes of m agazines 
they  would like to publish.

The How ard representatives on 
the  p lann ing  com m ittee for the  
new  course were Raymond 
Boone, associate professor of 
journalism ; Abdulkadir Said, edi­
to r of N ew  Directions; and 
J o h n  White, a ss is tan t dean for 
program s a t the  School of Con­
tinu ing  Education.

The W.K. Kellogg Foundation
h as awarded the  College of N urs­
ing a th ree-year g ran t of 
$1,040,520 to assis t it  in  its 
m ission  to im prove h e a lth  care 
for the  hom eless.

For two years, nu rsin g  
students have been help ing  to 
provide care for residen ts a t the  
1,700-bed Federal City Shelter in  
W ashington, D.C., as p a r t  of the  
college’s regu lar curriculum . (See 
“College of N ursing: Caring for 
the  H om eless” in  the  A pril 1989 
issue of N ew  Directions.)

The Kellogg g ran t w ill enable 
the  college to expand both  its 
delivery of h ea lth  care to shelter 
residents and its  provision of 
learn ing  and research  o pportu ­
n ities for its students and facility.

More specifically, it  w ill enable 
the  college to develop a round- 
the-clock p rogram  of n u rs in g  
care a t the  shelter and  to educate 
and  tra in  volunteers w ho w ork 
there. I t  also w ill enable the  col­
lege “to tra in  selected hom eless 
individuals to provide basic 
h ea lth  care services a t the  shelter 
as a  m eans of acquiring m arke t­
able skills,” says College of N urs­
ing Dean Dorothy L. Powell.

Wendell T. Hill Jr., dean of the  
College of Pharm acy and  Phar- 
m acal Sciences, h as  received the  
Harvey A.K. W hitney Lecture 
Award of the  A m erican Society 
of H ospital P harm acists (ASHP).

Named for the  society’s firs t 
president, the  aw ard is given an n u ­
ally for ou tstanding con tribu­
tions in  the field of hosp ita l 
pharm acy.

Hill, a past p residen t and  board 
m em ber of the  22,000-m em ber 
ASHP, h a s  been dean of How ard’s 
pharm acy  school since 1977. He 
also h a s  served as d irector of 
pharm aceu tical services a t De­
tro it (M ich.) General H ospital 
and  h as  been a professor in  the  
College of Pharm acy a t Wayne 
State U niversity in  Detroit.

He holds m aste r of science and 
doctor of pharm acy  degrees 
from  the  U niversity of Southern  
California.

Six Howard students — three  
undergraduate and th ree  graduate 
— last sum m er becam e the  firs t re ­
cip ients of in te rn sh ip s  spon­
sored by the  un iversity ’s Patricia  
Roberts H arris  Public Affairs 
Program .

The in te rn sh ip s  provide stip ­
ends enabling studen ts in terested  
in  public service careers to get a 
first-hand  glim pse of w h a t those 
careers can en tail by w orking in  
Congress, in  federal and  D istrict 
of Columbia governm ent agen­
cies and  in  private organizations 
concerned w ith  m ajor public 
policy issues.

A ssignm ents for the  sum m er 
in te rn sh ip s  included the  D istrict 
of Columbia Standing Committee 
of the  U.S. House of R epresenta­
tives; the  Committee on Govern­
m en t O perations of the  House; 
the  subcom m ittee on Africa of 
the  Committee on Foreign Af­
fairs in  the  House; the  Office of 
Pupil Personnel Services of the 
D istrict of Columbia Public 
School System; the  U.S. D epart­
m en t of H ealth  and  H um an Ser­
vices; and  Africare, the  n o n ­
profit o rganization  dedicated to 
im proving the  quality of life in  
ru ra l Africa.

A second round  of in te rn sh ip s  
will be awarded in  the  spring , and a 
th ird , in  the  sum m er. Stipends re ­
ceived by the  in te rn s  in  ’89, ’90 are 
being funded by a  $30,000 g ran t 
from  the  Alfred P. Sloan 
Foundation.

In te rn sh ip s  are one of the 
activities of th e  P atricia  Roberts 
H arris  Public Affairs Program  
w hich  w as established in  1987 in  
honor of the  late Howard 
alum na and  Howard law  school 
dean and  law  professor w ho had  
a distinguished career in  public 
service. H arris , w ho died in  1985, 
had  been U.S. am bassador to 
Luxembourg, secretary  of the  U.S. 
D epartm ent of H ealth, Education 
and  Welfare and  secretary  of the 
U.S. D epartm ent of H ousing and 
U rban Development.

The public affairs p rogram  at 
Howard bearing  h e r  nam e is an  
outgrow th of a  bequest she made 
to the  university. ■
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