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. BREAKING NEWS

SENATORS BARACK OBAMA (D-ILL.) AND JOHN
MCCAIN (R-ARIZ.) WON THE WISCONSIN DEM-
OCRATIC AND REPUBLICAN PRIMARIES LAST
NIGHT, ACCORDING TO CNN.COM.

Green Party Presidential Candidate
Cynthia McKinney Comes to Locke

BY VANESSA ROZIER
Nation & World Editor

Back when Bill Clinton
was president of the United
States, a White House mmtern
made a decision of her lifetime.
Not Monica Lewinski, but In-
grid Drake, a young, aspiring
politician, lost hope in the Dem-
ocratic Party.

“I was disgusted for them
not standing by women and
blacks,” Drake said. She was an
advocate for Propositon 209,
a proposed amendment that
would have stopped public insti-
tutions from considering race or
gender for admission.

Tuesday night, in the au-
ditorium of Leocke Hall, Drake
recalled her disgust and outrage
toward the Demoecratic Party
before listening to presidential
candidate Cynthia McKinney.

McKinney,
mer Democrat,
stop of the mght at Howard
University on Tuesday to show
the documentary ‘“American
Blackout” and to raise aware-
ness of the independent party
she 15 now affiliated with, the

another for-
made the last
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Green Party presidential candidate Cynthia McKinney held a screening of “American Blackout," a documentary
about the disenfranchisement of black voters and her reelection to Congress, in Locke Hall Tuesday.

Green Party.

“We know she’s not going
to get elected this election,”
David W. Schwartzman. a biol-
ogy professor at Howard. “But
she'll raise a lot of issues.”

said

Of the Green Party pri-
maries thus far, McKinney is
the clear leader, winning in Ar-
kansas, Illinois and Washington,
D.C.

Schwartzman, an active

Gabe Camyon - Confributing Photographer

Green Party member and How-
ard professor for more than 30
years, said McKinney’s candida-
cy will bring to light issues such

> Sec MCKINNEY, Page 3

the blessings of liberty”

to his decision.

‘idel Castro Officially Leaves Office

. m«m»- y

Pim ummsr of cache.ab.com

Fidel Castro, the 81-year-old leader of Cuba, has officially stepped down from his position as president. Castro served as the
Cuban president for nearly 50 years, making him one of the longest serving leaders in the world.
Early Tuesday, Castro announced his plans to step down as leader by saying, “I'will not aspire to, nor will I accept the position of
president to the council of state and commander in chief. I wish only to fight as a soldier of ideas. Perhaps my voice will be heard.”

Castro, who led Cuba into a one-party socialist republic, severed any form of friendship that may have existed between Cuba
and the United States after the Bay of Pigs Invasion and the Cuban Missile Crisis,. Many are hoping that now with Castro out of the
picture, Cluba will be able Q experience a less “hands on” government. According to GNN reports, many Cubans are optimistic for a
- government with more openness, freedom and hope.

L # President George W. Bush commiented on Castro’s resignation by saying it would be a time of “democratic transition” for Guhg-

\ “The international community should work with the Cuban people to begin to build institutions that are necessary for dcmncmcy and
eventually, this transition ought to lead to free and'fair clections,” Bush said. “The United States will help the people of Cuba realize

Castro has been suffering from multiple illnesses and critical health conditions within the past years, which may have contributed

Although Cuban leaders plan to elect a new president within the next few days, Castro’s brother, Raul, has already been pubhcly
named as his successor. Raul Castro, 76, currently serves as Cuba’s Minister of Defense.

- Compiled by Jada Smith, Staff Writer
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Six Years at Helm

BY MICHELLE D. ANDERSON
Black College Wire

Alfier six years as president,
a term often rocked by contro-
versy and opposition, Walter D.
Broadnax, president of Clark
Atanta University, recently an-
nounced his retirement during
the college’s annual winter Board
of Trustees meeting.

“These past six years have
been very rewarding for my wife
Angel and me, and we will miss
the students and the special con-
tact we have had with the many
extraordinary people in the CAU
family,” Broadnax said in an of-
ficial statement. *“While it 15 diffi-
cult to leave this wonderful job at
CAU, I am ready for the new and
exciting opportunities that come
with retirement.”

Clark Atlanta sophomore
Sade Benton welcomed the an-
nouncement.

“Since I've been here, |
haven’t seen any changes or de-
velopments,” Benton said. The
fashion merchandising major said
she wanted to see more of an ef-
fort among the administration to
get involved with students and
advance the quality of students’
education.

Shane Bundy, a Clark At-
lanta sophomore, said Broadnax’s
leave might have been prompted
by the fact that administration has
not been honest with students and
alumni about the state and prog-
ress of their institution.

“A lot of stuff’ going on will
eventually come to light,” Bundy
said. “Maybe we’re still in debt.”

Howard University junior
political science and sociology
major Abimbela George under-
stands why the students at Clark
Atlanta would be frustrated with a
non-transparent administration.

“It’s very important that we
hold our universities’ administra-
tion accountable,” George said.
“The administration has to sup-
port the voice of the student.”

Bundy praised the social
work academic program at Clark
Atlanta but expressed disappoint-
ment with the fact that the nurs-
ing program was phased out, She
said the program was still intact
when she applied but by the time
she arrived on campus, the pro-
gram was gone.

Howard University  Afri-
can-American studies professor
Lilly Ammons was concerned
about the way Broadnax went
about cutting the programs.

“I'm concerned because
unless there is a precise reason
that these programs are being cut,
it sets a bad precedent for other

Phita courtesy of cau.edu

Clark Atlanta University President
Walter D. Broadnax has retired after
holding his position for six years.

historically black colleges,” Am-
mons said.

Ammons said if programs
are being cut, it is important to
look at the university’s mission
to see if these programs coincide
with the mission.

After confirming Broad-
nax’s retirement on Feb. 15, the
university announced that Broad-
nax’s tenure would offically end
on July 31, Carlton E. Brown, the
university’s executive vice presi-
dent, will take over as interim
president on Aug. 1.

Brown, who assumed his
position as executive vice presi-
dent on July 18, served as the
president of Savannah State
University for almest 10 years,
He had been charged with han-
dling the day-to-day operations
of Clark Atanta while Broadnax
focused on raising money:

Broadnax, who is the sec-
ond president to have led Clark
Atlanta after the merger of Atlan-
ta University and Clark College
in 1988, has been credited with
increasing enrollment, gaining
the university’s re-accreditation,
securing funds for the renovation
of three existing residence halls
and for making plans for the for-
mation of the Center for Cancer
Research and Therapeutic Devel-
opment, according to a release.

Clark Atlanta appeared on
the Washington Monthly's 2008
list of “Best Colleges and Uni-
versities” and during October,
US News & World Report ranked
Clark Atlanta University as No,
24 out of 34 best historically
black colleges and mstitutions for
the publication’s historic, special
edition.

In 2003, a year after Broad

> See CLARK-ATL, Page 3

Toshiba Discontinues HD DVD After Product Outsold hy Blu-Ray

BY LINSEY ISAACS
Editorial Assistant

The battle between Toshi-
ba’s High Definition DVDs and
Sony’s Blu-ray disks recently
ended when Toshiba announced
a discontinuation of their HD
DVD products Tuesday morn-
ing.

The company will no lon-
ger produce the product and has
begun pulling HD DVDs off the
market, with the process ending
at the end of March this year.

After its introduction in
2006, the HD DVD continued

to compete with Sony’s Blu-Ray
disk, though it was supported by
major movie studios Universal,
Dreamworks Animation and Par-
amount. The three companies
are now expected to support the
Blu-Ray disks following Toshiba’s
decision.

“We carefully assessed the
long-term impact of continuing
the so-called ‘next-gerieration
format war’ and concluded that
a swift decision will best help
the market develop,” Atsutoshi
Nishida, President and CEO
of - Toshiba Corporation, said
in a statement. “While we are

disappointed for the company
and more importantly, for the
consumer, the real mass market
opportunity for high definition
content remains untapped and
Toshiba is both able and deter-
mined to use our talent, technol-
ogy and intellectual property to
make digital convergence a real-
ity.”

A major part of the assess-
ment included Wal-Mart Stores’
choice to not stock Toshiba HD
products, while it and other ma-
jor companies such as Best Buy
and Netflix will sell Blu-Ray disks.
Warner Bros, has supported Blu-

Ray disks since the beginning

of its sale, causing an automatic
drop in sales by Toshiba.
Toshiba’s shares jumped
3.7 percent Monday, although
analysts worry Toshiba may lose
close to hundreds of millions of
dollars after dropping the HD
DVD. The company made ap-
‘proximately $60.3 billion in sales
last year; and has sold almost |
million HD DVD players, while
Sony’s Blu-Ray disks sold about
the same amount or less. Sony
pulled in a large amount of its
revenue from almost 3 million
Blu-ray drives sold as part of the

Sony Playstation 3 game system.
It is unclear exactly how much
money Toshiba will lose from
pulling this product. Many sales
representatives have already be-
gun to advise consumers to pur-
chase the Blu-Ray disks instead.

“l advise customers to buy
Blu-Ray disks.” said sophomore
civil engineering major Jarett
Payne, who is also an FYE sales
associate. “It's ‘better, but it%s
more expensive. [Blu-Ray disks]
have a better format and quality,
though, and they’re supported by
bigger companies.”

By the advice of most sales

representatives and experts, the
HD DVD hasn’t gained much
popularity among students and
other consumers,

“1 don’t own an HD DVD'
player and I've never actually
seen one,” freshman biology ma-
Jor Tochi Odocha said. “That
would suck for the company and
I don’t think they should take
[HD DVDs] of off the market,
but I guess they have to do what'’s
necessary to make money.”

Toshiba will continue to

lend full support to customers
who still own HD DVDs,
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BUSINESS & TECHNOLOGY

Interview Preparation Key for Landing Dream Job

BY DENISE HORN
Contributing Writer

“If you could be a frun,
what fruit would you be?” It was
aquestion from left field thrown
into Aliaa Jordan’s face when she
was in higll school on a juh inter-
VICW.

“It was a simple interview
for a job working with kids, but I
was 8o nervous,” said Jordan, a ju-
nior psychology major. With her
stomach already churning and
palms becoming sweaty, Jordan
took a breath and answered with
a smile, “A strawberry because
you can throw itin any fruit salad
and 1t still tastes great,”

Jordan got the joby, but for
some other Howard students, such
as junior art major Ben Lewis, 1t is
hard to tackle such odd :;flu'!-tliun:a;
If asked that question, Lewis be-
lieves he would just give a puzzled
look and say what first came to his
head.

“So many things are al-
ready prunning through your head,
such as remembering a smile,
firm handshake and not mipping
over my words,"” Lewis said. “lam
already running so many answers
through my head that I wouldn’
expect a question like thar™

Chnstina Hardy, an execu-

uve assistant in the carcer services
office, thinks students should be
prepared to discuss their weak-
nesses and strengths and how

they are working to improve those
AlCas.

“For example, if you are
interviewing for an accounting

Frolo couriesy of byusdu
Interviewees should dress appropriately and be knowledgeable about the company they want to work for.

firm, you say that numbers are
your strength,” Hardy said. “For
a weakness, you may say you pro-
crasiinate but always bring the

inswer back ;umll”i (4] ﬁl..m hl.‘.l'ln'
vou are working op thiyy weak-
ness,”

Sandra Rite 8 the Vice
I}:'t"hitl.l.‘llt of the Emma Bowen
Foundation for Mineaty Inerests
in Media. Each Yeag, $he receives
more than 500 applicanty and ip.
terviews at least IUII ol them lop
various i:llt‘l'uihillﬂ with ol fag-
nies such as NHL: hnll f:“H

With more han 20 years
ol experience in the meciy inclus.
try, Rice urges stydents 1 learn
evervthing about e |”n-:|1l""ti\.'c
:':I:Ellll}-'l:,'l',

“Do your homework on the
company, You ave intupyiewing
for.,™ Rice said . it wil) Ir:ld 10
a maze of questiOny: .-"-'f"h (+00g}e
the pPerson vou are il:ﬂr'-l.\'“"-t'h-,:_:
with and be prepared 19 sk them
their career track.”

Since ntepygewery  oltep
base guestions [ty the exper-
ence indicated 01 pne’s pEUmg,
it is important 10 be prepared 1o
chiscuss the entire réstimige. Vay]g,
com 15 a career addyeory and Pro-
fessional developtnent Web Aite.
According to Vaulg, an jprefyie-
wee should memOrige A |past One
additional paragraph of ipforma-
tion lor each question.

Rice and Handy both en-

BY MAKULA DUNBAR
Contributing Writer

Starbucks announced on
Feb. 11 that jtwill be partnering
with AT&T to provide free Wi-
Fi service for their customers at
more than 7.000 locations in the
United States this spring.

According to a press re-
lease on Yahoo! Finance, AT&T
Chief Marketing Officer for
consumer services Rick Welday
sald, “People want to stay con-
nected to their world 24/7, and
Wi-Fi hot $pots, broadband and
wireless make that mobility pos-
sible.”

“Laptops and  smart-
phones give us the online mobil-
ity we crave, and now millions of
ATET and Starbucks customers
will get Inteinet access {ree from
the comfort of their ||r_-ig'||ht_u--
hood Starbucks,” he added.

ATE&ET Wi-Fi service will
be free for some customers, un-
like ihe service provided by T-
mobile where regular eustom-
ers, who do not have a T-mobile
phone plan, must select an al-
ternate payment plan to usc the
Internet.

However, the service will
only be free for Starbucks card
holders and customers with a

Starbucks gift card.
According

AT&Ts

Web site, free Wi-Fi comes at a

(y]

price for customers whe are not
Starbucks card holders,

Regular customers can use
the Internet at a beginning rate
of $3.99 for two hours.

Students who subscribe
to AT&T broadband or AT&T
U-verse have the freedom of us-
ing the Wi-Fi for an unlimited
amount of time.

Starbucks’
partnering with AT&T is to fur-
ther expand their wireless nets
work.

Artstechmea.com. a Web
sitededicated to theart of techs
nology, suggests that the Wi-Fi
AT&T plans to provide is just
another way [or Starbucks to

decision  for

rise above the small competition
and small coffee shops.

AT&T is already the larg-
est wireless network in the na-
tion.

Therefore, their pariner-
ship with Starbucks is a move
to maintain their reign over the
Wi-F1 world of technology.

In the press release, Chris
Bruzzo, chiel technology officer
for Starbucks Coffee Company,
said, “This is what our custom-
ers have been waiting for — free

Starbucks-quality Wi-Fi."

He added, “Through our
new partnership with AT&T, we
also welcome their millions of
current customers who can now
come in and enjoy free Wi-Fi as
part of their dailv Starbucks ex-
perience.”

T'he question as to wheth-
er or not the Wi-F1 will bring
in more, as well as a vartety of,
customers is up in the air in stu-
dents’ opinions.

Jahaan McCoy, a sopho-
more majoring in English and
elementary ‘education, does not
believe the addition of free Wi-
Fi will create much of a change.

*It reallv wont make a
difference because the ‘l-lab is
right across the street,” McCoy
sanc. “If anything, the [ree Wi-Fi
service would be more benelicial
to the community. Students will
still come for the coffee, but not
s0 much for the free Internet.”

Sophomore linance major
Nickolas Speed disagreed and
believes the Internet would ac-
tually be beneficial for frequent
Starbucks customers.

*I would use 1t,” he said.
"It would be more convenient to
do homework.”

As far as the Wi-Fi1 service
attracting a variety ol custom-

Courage stuclents to put jll'ﬁt as
much effort into attire as they do
in the interview.

Rice said, “Tt is always a
good idea to ‘dress up' rather
thun down for the interview. Crisl)
white blouses [or] shirts say a lot
about a first impression.

“Additionally, Hardy
mipds students to dress for the

re-

Carecr they want.

Wear a sult and have clean
nails, neatly rroomed hair and ex-
tra reSumes. Hardy saidl.

Just as making a first jm-
pression 18 important during an
interview, so is leaving a lasting
nupression. Hardy prefers leaying
a handwritten thank you card to
Il];lkt‘ 1l more pcrsurm].

“Handwntten cards
show your personality and leave a
lasting rouch,” she said,

Rice believes an e-muagl 38
appropriate since its much faster,

can

but she warns, “Just be sure to
make sure 1t is more formal and
not casual. And as always, spell
check is mandatory.” .

Students in search of jobs
can attend today’s career fair in
the Blackburn Ballroom from 11
am. o 4+ p.m. Business attire is
required,
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Starbucks card holders and customers with Starbucks gift cards \ill Soon be able to access free Wi-Fi service at
more than 7,000 Starbucks locations across the country thanks g a new deal with wireless network leader AT&T.

ers, Speed thinks Starbucks will
(Jl'll.".l.tillll{‘ Lo attract lhl.' Samec Cus=
tomers th{?}' have hm:rl gtllill}:.

“T don’t think 1t will bring
in s much -:-l‘ L e L Im\'iL but
students will defigitely sl come

New York Times Launches

Modern Love Essay Contest

BY BRITTANY HUTSON
Business & Technology Editor

The New Yok  Times
launched its first Modern Love
essay contest for undergraduate
college students nationwide on
Feb. 9.

The winner will receive
$1.000, have their essay pub-
lished in The New York Times and
Il}'tilut‘q_unnh as well as be fea-
tured on mvl) and mivlicom.

Students are asked 1o sub-
mit a personal essay ranging
from 1,500 to 2,000 words that
discusses the current state of
love and relationships.

The deadline for submis-
sions 1s March 31.

Modern Love is a WL'U.M}'
personal essay column that ap-
pears in The New York Tunes'
Sunday’s styles section,

Launched in October
2004, the column focuses on hu-
man relationships.

Topics include dating,
marriage, parenthood, divorce,
loss, lrendship and much more,

“We are looking for true
accounts of what love and re-
lattonships are today for & new
allected
by technology, changing times

generation, whether

and politics, social forces, etc.”
Modern
Daniel Jones said.

Jones explained what he
18 looking for in the essays.

“Theyshould be emotion-
ally honest, but can be funny if
the humor arises naturally,” he

Love column editor

said. “Evervone has a different
voice, but keep in mind it’s a
newspaper where information
is conveyed with clarity.”

Jones advised, “Wild ex-
perimentation in style or form
probably won't fare well. These
are first person essays, usually
told in past tense, often told
chronologically.”

Jones also suggested that
interested participants read the
Modern Love column to see the
range and limits of style.

There is an archive
available online, as well as a
published book available utled
*Modern Love: 50 True and
Extraordinary Tales of Desire,
Deceit and Devotion,” \

In a press release, Trip
Gabriel, editor of the Sunday
Styles section, said, “We're very
excited to hear the voices of our
college-age readers who tackle
life and love in a vastly different
way than the generations before
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The winning entry in The New York Times Modern Love essay contest will
be published in print and online at nytimes.com May 4.

them.”

All essays should be sub-
mitted by e-mail to essaycon-
test@nytimes.com,

The winner will be an-
nounced May 4.

To find out more details
about the contest, visit fmf;;//
nytimes.com/ads/marketing/mod-
ernlove/.

to Starbucks as they did before,”
Speed qaid,

Initerested m
WIriin@ @ colluumn
for Biz & Tech?

Send your lideas
and proposals to
bhutson.hilltop@

onall.comm
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Clark Atlanta President to Be
Replaced by Executive Vice President

Continued from FRONT,
CLARK-ATL

Broadnax replaced former president
Thomas Cole, the college made the de-
cisionl to cut five programs. Iwo years
later; a group of faculty and students
from the 1'117}1.'1!1”“'!'![ filed a suit against
the decision in a Fulton County court.
The Supreme Court of Georgia eventu-
ally ruled against the group. 1
Because the umversity had
struggled o nd isell of a $7.5 mil-
hion deficit and a $25 milhon cash flow
FI'il':II'”:iIL H]'u.u]u.i‘~. 1.'1'."-'-;‘:‘] 1Itili£|ll.. I.‘Illi-
cd academic programs, and stopped
hiring faculty and stafl. While these
changes took place. students had ‘also
complained  about unsafe buildings;

poor registration systems, and a lack of

communication between students and
acdministration.

Students carned out various
protest actions to express their resis-
tance to Broadnax’s leadership,

Last vear, on Feb. 28, students
protested on campus and solicited peti-
tion signatures asking Broadnax 1o re-
sign after a 5 percent increase in tuition,
Later, during April, 114 faculty mem-
bers cast a vote of “no confidence™ in
Broadnax’s leadership, and later that
maonth, students enrolled in the college’s
African-Amenica Studies and Alricana
Women's Studies program sued the ad-
ministration for breach of contract be-
cause they said they didn’t have enough
time to finish their programs. In May,
students hield a press conference on the
steps of Robert W, Woodrufl” Library

and demanded that Broadnax be re-
moved from his position.

Last fall, Broadnax and Brown
met with students and media to discuss
the improvements they planned to im-
plement during the 2007-2008 academ-
ic school year Brown said changes in
Clark Atlanta’s future would better cus-
tomer service and raising more money
outside of tuition increnses,

“My hope is that [ go before
someone has to ask me. That’s my pitch
vou might say. I came to serve. I want
every hour that I'm here to be of posi-
tive service,” Broadnax said during the
Oct, 17 meeting:

-Auditional reporting by
Ebons Farmer

You missed your chance this week.

It’s OK, come grab a story at next
week’s budget meeting.

Hilltop Budget Meetings -
Monday @ 7 p.m. in the West Tower

NEWS

McKinney Shows
Documentary, Delivers

Green Party Message

Continuwed from FRONT,
MCKINNEY

a8 the tax system, global warming, divest-
ment and the juh market.

Schwartzman's support shows
through his ballot, as he voted for her dur-
ing the Washington, D.C. primary, and
thrutlgh his wallet, as he donated $1,000
toward her campaign.

“Speaking for myself, I want to
se¢ that Democrats win, but I'm support-
g McKinney because we need a voice
that speaks to millions to speak truth to
power,” he said. Schwartzman is currently
active in the party by pushing for a D.C.
Congestion Charge that would charge
people for dnving into the aty, therefore
pushing commuters to the Metro and us-
ing the funds to improve the public trans-
portation systemi.

“I demonstrated outside of the
Rayburn Building during the 2004 elec-
tion debate on the Hill,” he saud as he de-
scribed hi¢ acuvist history,

The majonty of the visit was the
documentary that McKinney shared with
the audience, which was comprised mostly
by area residents and Green supporters.

The

McKinney’s fight for a seat in Congress

documentary chronicled
and for investiganon into the controversial
clections of 2000 and 2004.

In the film, a commentator said,
“If the votes had been counted in Florida
and if’ all blacks were able to vote, Bush
wouldn't be president, there would be

no invasion of Iraq and there would be
different judges serving on the Supreme
Court,”

Ray Baker, one of the few How-
ard students who sat in the audience, said
he came in hopes of meeting the former
(feorgia representative.,

“She 15 what i'u‘f'np]r fmplt that
Barack Obama is.”

breaclcast journalism major. “She 18 inter-

sard Baker, a senior

estecl in what's best for black fold, what's
best for poor prﬂplc ancl pl:npll_‘.' at large™

Baker said he will be voting for
McKinney during the general election
but does not believe she will win, Like
Baker MeKinney's

campaign will draw attention to issues

Schwartzman, sand
that otherwise would be ignored.

Schwartzman announced that
students interested in forming an ofhcial
Campus Greens chapter on Howard'’s
campus can contact him, There are hun-
dreds of chapters across the country, ac-
cording to the Campus Greens Web site.
These students are advocates of this third
party and hope for change.

Scott McLarty, media coordina-
tor for the Green Party, came in support
of McKinney and said that, by being a
member of Campus Greens, students
would be able to get involved in the presi-
Eli:llli.ﬂ CAMpuEns Lm-:l cven become can-
didates themselves.

“One ol the best ways of learn-
in; about ilullitit.ﬁ is ;_'t":ting,; some t'.\]:li.'l'iv

ence,” McLarty saxd.

Thank you for letting us capture your hves...

Sniper Hoax at Merndian

Howard Moves for Jena
Barack Obama Speaks at Convocation
Flection 2008 Coverage

..don’t feel bad, you can thank us, too...

Why?

Because we brought home 9 awards from the

10th Annual HBCU Newspaper/Media Conference.

Including 4 hirst place awards:
Best News Coverage (Jena Six)
Best Headlme (1Pod Touch)
Best Editorial (HPV Vaccine)
Best Sports Feature (Keely’s Boxing Gym)
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Clinton Underestimates
Obama, Desperate for Votes

Sen. Hillary Clinton (D-
N.Y.) has always appeared desper-
ate for the black vote, the woman
vote and now any vote.

She garnered the sup-
port of BET mogul Bob Johnson
in order to attract the black vote,
reminding voters

went  around

that her husband was the hrst
“black president”™ and let’s not
forget her erying spectacle a day
before the New Hampshire pn-
MATies.

M;ul}' of the tac-

and now ol course, in a plea in
desperation, wants the votes to
count,

[t 15 fair to assume that
Clinton did not expect Barack

Obama (D-1L.
contender in this race, She prob-

L h:‘ | xrliuu_\.

ably hgured John Edwards would
be her biggest competition, or
that she would be farther along in
the race by now. Obama was the
Democratic underdog duning the
inttial siages of the democratic

Obama anyway, and now that she
1sn't, she wants to play dirty.
NAACP President Julian
Bond has come out in support of
Clinton’s desperation, although
the NAACP has not offiaally
endorsed any one canchdate.
Although the rules were agreed
upon, Bond says the unseating of
the delegates was a problem with
the local government and is un-
fair 1o the voters.
Of course;,  Clinton
supporters want 1o re-

tics used in this campaign
have made Clinton look
desperate, but this most re-
cent antic makes her look
like a desperate cheater.
Clinton recently

Our View:

Hillary is desperate for

votes.

scat the delegates, and
although it would sig-
nificantly help Clinton’s
campaign, Obama would
still be leading.

Clinton’s  best

announced that she wants
to re-scal the delegates lost
in Florida and Michigan. Demo-
craiie Party rules were broken
in those states when primaries
were held before Feb. 5, and the
Democratic Nanonal Committee
decided that the votes wouldn’t
count,

The candidates agreed,
but the states held their votes
anvway. Clinton won those states,

pnmanes. However, after prima-
ries in Washington,.D.C., Mary-
land and Vigginia, Obama has a
considerable lead in the battle for
Iil."ll‘:..:.'.h' voles.

Why

agree o not l'lllIIIIiIIL',’ the voles

would Clinton
unl}' to come back and decide that
she did want to count them? Ini-
tially, she figured she would beat

bet is to get on her grind

and get ready for the up-
coming prmaries. She still has
a slight chance to catch up with
Obama, but she needs to do it fair

and square:

We do not want a repeat
of 2000, and we certainly don't
want a president who begged,
pleaded and cheated their way
into oflice, so Hillary, please check
the [It‘ﬁpt‘T;llil)l] at the door.

Got An Issue?

Good!

Submit Perspectives at:

www.thehilltoponline.com

Look for the letter to the editor
link under the options tab.

11a) garonsd v

' Forinfoonsubmitﬁnganﬁessay
in Friday’s extended E&P page,

e-mail

e.philltop@gmail.com and get
your opinion published in The

Hilltop.

EDITORIALS & PERSPECTIVES

Daily Sudoku

Directions:
Each row, each column, and each 3x3 box must
contain each and every digit 1-9 exactly once.

FEMA Sparks Fume Over

Formaldehyde in New Orleans

Two years ago when
tragedy struck the great city of
New Orleans and thousands of
residents were displaced, the
Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (FEMA) stepped
m, providing trailers for thou-
sands of families throughout the
Gulf Coast;

These complaints were
made in the sprnng of 2006,
when about 1,000 New Orleans
families asked FEMA to move
them to new quarters. Finally, a
vear and a hall later, the CDC
has taken it upon themselves to
investigate, putting hre under

FEMA has proposed
the evacuation of 38,000 New
Orleans residents. They plan
to find alternative housing for
them. However, they also need to
propose a way to take care of any
health costs that the residents in-
cur as a result of their decaying

living conditions.

Almost imme-
diately, there were health
complaints and 1ssues with
the formaldehyde levels.
Now two vears later, the
same complaints are re-
surfacing, a5 many  resi-
dents are stuck living in

Our View:

Government assistance
is supposed to help, not

hurt.

Notwithstand-
ing, FEMA and the CDC
cannot be completely
blamed. How much re-
sponsibility is to be placed
on the people of New
Orleans for their own liv-

ing conditions? Hurri-

unsale trailers,
The For

Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) recently inspected 519
randomly selected trailers, and
discovered the formaldehyde lev-
els were five times higher than
they should be for indoors. This
is the case because trailers are
only liveable for a certain period
of time, depending on the mod-
el and the surtoundings, after
which time high levels of gaseous
houschold fatalities begin to sur-
face.

Clenters

This is just another ex-
ample of a government agency
not taking their jobs seriously.

FEMA.

FEMA originally
stepped in to help the residents
of New Otleans with trailers, but
failed to follow through to en-
sure that the living arrangements
were safe. It is sad to consider
that people could potentially die
because of the carelessness of
FEMA.

Although 1t has not
been reported that illnesses have
anisen from the sub-par living
conditions, there may be people
who become sick from living in
these trailers.

cane Katrina occurred
nearly three years ago, Itis
time for residents to rebuild. And
if residents knew that there was
formaldehyde in their trailers a
year and a half ago, why did they
remain and put themselves and
their families in danger? It is cer-
tainly a joint effort.
Nevertheless, the peo-
ple of New Orleans continue
to be disappointed. It should be
clear by now that they shouldn’t
rely solely on the government for
protection. It has become clear
in the pattern of behavior that
they will only act when they are
spotlighted for not acting,
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There
IS
Some-
thing
Infect-
ing Our
Com-
munity

Do You
Know
What it
Is?

Submit
a per-
spec-
tive and
tell us
about
us.

The opinions
expressed in the
columns on the
extended Op-Ed
page reflect those
of each individual
author, not those
of The Hilltop
Editorial Board.

OP-ED & COLUMNS

Political Inequality

Throughout the
history of black people
in America, it never fails
that we always find a
way to divide ourselves
instead of hnding avenues
of unity. No matter il it
be in the form of skin
complexion, hair grade
or length or hometowns,
we as a black community
have failed ourselves for
notem hriwing each others
differences, but rejecting
and excluding each other
for lifestyle choices.

And now, In a
time when | would think
we have moved past the
majority of our diversity
issues, it has been
brought to my attention
that fellow members of
the African diaspora are
being ostracized for the
political party in which
they choose to vote.
that

pL‘UPlE‘ “'110 never }IHVE,

How 1s 1t

and probably never will
even register to vote, are
aucepted among us, but
those who choose to cast

Jada Smith

a ballot for a Republican
are damned to hell?

Not too long ago,
| wrote an article about
what it's like be a young
black Republican on
Howard University's

campus. | attended a

meeting for the Howard

University College
Republicans, and only one
person showed up...the
undergraduate  student
body has about 10,000
students. I KNOW there

are more conservatives
than one. So why do they
choose to not be vocal and
active about their political
afhiliations on an all-black
campus?

My guessisbecause
t'he_v would rather not deal
with the dirty looks and
rude remarks that come
the title. Michael
Varner, president of the
HU College Republicans,
said that he 1s attacked
for his political atfiliation

with

on this campus on a daily
basis. And another young
Republican that 1 tried

Don't like

to contact for my story
told me that he could
not be quoted in The
Hilltop anymore because
last time he was quoted
having Republican views,
he was shunned by other
students and attacked for
his political ideals.

Why do we insist
on tearing each other
down and making a
spectacle of those who
believe different things
than we do? What law
says all blacks have to
be Democrats? It's just
as the Christians were
persecuted for  their
beliels, and the freedom
highters of the 1960s were
persecuted for theirs...
the only difference is this
time, we are persecuting
ourselves.

Maybe on a
politically
Howard's, 1
guess it's only OK to be
involved if
you're involved with a
certain party. Otherwise,
just be quiet. Right?

campus  as
active as

pn]it‘ica”}r

something that was said on this -pagéf N o
Submit your own essay or |

perspective at

www.thehilltupunline.cum!

Click the

“Letters to the Editor” link. |
Have your voice heard any day of the week!
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BECAUSE I
SAIP 50!

.+ 365 Black and Happy About It
By Jessica Littles

1 am so happy to be black. Not just
because it's Black History Month. not because
Obama may be making history this year, 510l
because we are a beantiful race of people, or

 because we are amazingly talented and gifted
— OK, maybe because of all of those things.

But Tjust love my race. And althoughit's Black

History Month, I think we should celebrate
diversity. Not the diversity in the world or in
the nation, although that’s nice too, but rather
the diversity that lies in being black. One of
my biggest gripes with the black community is
the aversion toward difference, even within our
own community. This intolerance causes divi-
stons among us. We are divided by socioeco-
nomic status, geographic location, skin color
and even basic preferences.

And Howard is certainly a microcosm
of the black community, On this campus, there
is every socioeconomic status represented, ev-
ery type, every make and every mold of black.

‘There may be more of one form than another,

but nevertheless this campus is a beautiful ar-
rangement of color.

Unfortunately, these differences are
not ecasily digested among students on this
campus. There are the “bougie” people, the
“free-spiriled” people, the “ghetto” kids, the
“Africans,” the “Islanders.” There are so many
boxes at Howard and they rarely mix. purpose-
fully. It’s much casier to travel miles away from
home to get an authentie college experience

and only hang out with people who remind
you of your friends back home. Yep, it makes
perfect sense.

Anvway, last week, one of my col-
leagues wrote a wonderful guest essay on black
women wearing their hair natural. While I cer-
tainly respect someone’s decision to go natural,
I don't believe in preaching to someone else on
how to wear their hair. I think natural hair is
beautiful, but 1 also believe thar 1t is a black
woman's prerogative to wear a blond weave to
the middle of her back if she so pleases. Why
would I care cither way? No, I ieally would
like an answer to this question because 1 re-
ally can’t fathom why someone else would care
how I wear my hair.

The truth is, people are scared of
differences, and this 15 certainly true m the
black community. If someone doesn’t believe
or think the way we feel, we are quick to judge
them and declare our way “the right way,” as
if there can only be one right way I like to
view the way I live iy life “the right way FOR
ME.” And if I meet someone who lives a way
that is personally offensive toward me, T don’t
associate mysell’ with them. That's easy.

And part of this aversion toward
anything different manifests into jealousy and
straight up hate. Black people, face the music-
— we are crabs in a bucket! The reason that
we are stifled as a community 1s becawse we are
haters. Simply put. We are not less attractive,
less talented. We don’t have a problem achiev-
ing,

If someone else is succeeding, we are
quick to label them and come up with 50,000
reasons why we couldn't do what they did,
And black WOoIen are dcﬁmtc]y suspect when
it comes to this. I've seen it with my own eves
and have heard it with my own ears. “She act-
ing brand new now that she...” “Why she walk
around with her hair all nappy...” The more
important question is: Why do YOU care? And
where is the love?

Honestly, I think it's a natural feel
ing: I have friends who will swear up and down
they’ve never hated on anvone a day in their

life. I don’t believe them. 1 think there are

‘people who do it less than others. These are
the people who are sccure with themselves and
have no need 1o criticize someone else every
time they get the opportunity, but there are al-
ways times when that litde green-eyed monster
catches you ofl’ guard,

But in the spint of Black History
Month, play nice with somcone who didn’t
grow up how you grew up or who doesn't wear
their hair the way you wear your hair. And

Af you find yourself thinking or talking nega-
tively about someone — don't pn‘:tcnd — you
are hating and you should stop it immediately;
"Take this month (and all year) to celebrate who
we are and the diversity that is within our com-
munity. You may find it fullilling. Until next
ume. ..
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No one looks back fondly' :

_ on the time they spent in __a__p; nggar_age.

~ When we lose a historic place we lose a part . of who we are. To learn how you can help protect places

in your commumtyg vmt Natmnal’l‘mst org or call 1-8{]0-3 15- NTHP Hlstory 15 in our hands. NATION*XI TRUST 3
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College Students Lighting Up Everywhere

Cigarette advertisements continue to target youth; youth continue to smoke

on, D.C. agrees that youth are

do think that alcohol use 15 a lot

arc SE\'E‘ITI.] uppnmchcs.

residence halls, may cut down

OURTNEY BATT I o g . Wi )
g:?'b IBT WYB LE the target of “big tobacco” in  more popular,™ Turner said. Craighead asserts that  on students who smoke a httle
niributing Writer many instances. She said 90 per- Craighead agreed, say-  alternative methods would be  bit,” she said.
cent of smokers start their habit  ing, “l feel cigarette use is —and  most effective. Parker said, “Lung cancer

The ads and commercials
 bombard students daly, whether
they are on iclevision, the radio
or in magazines. However, there

before they reach 18 years old,

and evidence has proven that
most af them begin in middle

school.

has been — consistent. Alcohol
18 just as, if not more, popular
than cigarettes. Most students
donk “Soaally! and a certiin

“Cigarettes are legali-and
regulations on putting cigarettes
in people’s hands are loose,” he
said. “Also, secing that cigarettes

1sn't a joke.”

Although' students may

know and understand the nsks

of cigarette smoking, Craighead

February 20, 2008

|

o
are still college campuses filled “They're heavily targeted  percentage of | those students are highly addictive, methods notes that the decision to stop
with students who prefer to both by the tobacco industry,” Kueh-  also smoke.™ | such as chewing gum, or nico- must be a personal one.
study and smoke. ne said. *“They know they're the Similarlyi Kuehne believes  tine patches [may be useful]. “The allure of smoking .
' According to . thetruth, ~mOst impressionable.” college ittud("n.i are beginning  Throughout all the anti-smoking  must be taken away for students Dlaw Ofa

com, 25.7 percent of college The Campaign for To- 1o find other alternatives, “es- ° campaigns and advertisements, to stop smoking cigarettes,” he
students smoke cigarettes, and  bacco-Free Kids reports that  pecially because the amount of  students still smoke.™ said. “Being a former smoker, | Mad BlaCk
15 percent do so daily. tobacco companies have spent  smoke-free laws is increasing.” Turner felt otherwise. know how difficult it is too stop

¥Fvery tme | walk out millions to market to! college When it comes to pre- “1 believe that banning smoking. However, it’s for your
of mv dorm or into & build.  students and'thosc in. the same '-.mung an increased onslaught  smoking in public on campus, own health.” f F %hlonlsm
ing, ikl dire people outside  age group. Ranging from spon-  of cigarette u.scial college, there  orat least banning it from the
smoking,” said Alfredd Turner,  Sored musical eventsat bars, ads RJ
a freshman special education it college newspapers and free | BY GEORGE LAHBE
major at Michigan State Uni- samples, the tobacco industry Contributing Columnist

versity.
Michael
semuor arts and graphic design
major at Howard University,
said, “l honestly leel that stu-
dents are curious about smok-
ing cigarcttes, Because it’s 8o
prevalent on campuses, students
are intrigued by it." Craighead
i a former smoker, but knows
several other students who still
partake in the habit. “Honestly,
[ feel that some students sull get
caught in the trap of thinking
that smoking is cool,”
*1 think most
students tried it when they were

Craighead, a

Turner sad,

younger and just happened to
get addicted to them, but I don't
know too many students thai
planned on becoming smokers
when they were younger.”
Jessica Kuehne, a research

15 hitting the college population
hard. An executive from the
third largest ULS. cigarette com-
pany;, Brown & Williamson, said
his company’s bar promotions
usually cost about $30
million per vear.

Senior psychology major
Aaron Parker does not believe
college smoking is a'large prob-
but does realize that the
numbers are steadily increasing:
Like Craighead, Parker does not
smoke, but knows some of his
colleagues do.

“Everyone knows how
bad smoking is, vet they will
continue to do it, knowing the
Yarker said.

Despite the prevalence
of cigarette smoking, there are
other forms of tobacco or drugs
that are becoming increasingly

alone

lem,

effects,”

Muah! Muah! (that was the
bougic double cheek kiss v'all), Wel-
come to another week of The Diary.
I trust that Valentne's Day treated
every one well..We'll see just How

jon” baby...that's ak

gﬂ treatecl some of yall come
14, 2008 (Use ya i "

W-ma-cat-
nmnthl

from now...Umhum!). =

Moving right along to the
subject of this week's colamn, In-
spiration. Fashion week wrapped up
about two weeks ago, and it’s always
interesting for me to see where de-
signers draw their inspiration, Often
an old movie, a painting or even the
common lolk (vou and I) can act as

muses for designers. Thats nght!

Inspiration comes

in more forme

than the rappers and video “ladies”
(couldn’t say that with a straight face
on BET.. Allow me to take your

assistant for the Cs o R popular with the college crowd., Photo courtesy of Janefia Freeman
;ﬁ:;}_;r:.: Eid;' ::;Iﬁfr:z:m? “l think that cigarette Although students may know the risks of smoking, the number of college students who smoke is steadily 'ty]; 'ﬁ“mm:: m;“m ::I e
' ' J i uée I8 staving the same, bit 1 increasing. Lung cancer, often caused by smoking, is one of the leading causes of death in America. il 9 o W

"f::l'm“mm:qm ' for any reasonable
unt of time, al some point you

haw: expcnf:nccd “THA 70" I am
referning 1o the Georgia Avenue/7th
Street bus hine that runs the length
of Georgia Ave (act like you don't
own a Smarlnp...). “Tha 70" is
one of the few places on earth you
can experience a man who swears
¢ is Jesus (huh-sha-na-na...he-

comin’-on-th#-70...) and a Cauca-

This Week in

Fashion

SYATt e ?.i.

s e - T -:::F——Tsi::_ﬁi'

il | V. h ) » m{lm buing puﬁ caligcqn!ﬁ.'-')"
Belly Dancing for Exerase- Fun | . nan i o e ot what
'y Chru&uaéguﬂ.erl Inspires Jewelry De- the “H-E-Double ‘Hu&@- Sticks™ 5
. bty SiEnCE - on (HAL . That's irifica-
BY CHARI STAPLES cesstul dancer. it N According the Women's Wear Daily, British jeweler m%or ':"i‘-jkﬁ- i
Contributing Whiter Adeela Muhammad, a Deborah Smithson, a Pet- Stephen Webster is introducing a new sterling silver col- '{Gﬂﬁng to tha point) -

freshman biology major, 18 one
of the six participants in the class,

worth neighborhood resident, has

lection inspired and fronted by Christina Aguilera. The
found the classes to be meaningful

new line is set to be decked our with the finest gem-

There are useful fashion influences

I'hey all may have different all over "Tha 707, You st have to

» reasons for attending, but the six  She decided to take belly dancing  and worthwhile. Last week, the 24- stones, sterling silver and 18-karat gold. In total, the line et where tolooks
women learning the ancient art of  classes to impress her family. Many  year-old decided to try belly danc- will offer 50 styles of rings, culls, pendants and carrings . You've seen l}.w homeless lady
bellydancing agree on one thing  women in her family are alwady ing as a means of exercise. designed to resemble Gothic cathedral windows, WWD, n *“Tha 70" “hﬂ_,mm the firr coat
“I'enjoy it wery much,” sad ; ""Bielly dancing isa tradi- and I am trying to lose weight”™ will appear in the Apribissuc of 1, WWID's sister puh; ~lnckq Well, as shc m Gﬁtﬂhg’ fm:
Anne Dempsky who, at 83, is the  tional Middle Eastern dance.and Smithson said. “l find the mu- lication. “She was a veal coup for us,” Webster said of .gut one da ﬂﬂﬁcl‘t&hﬂ an Il
eldest in the class. *I needed the it is a part of my culture,” Mu- JSic to be very soothing and 1 love ' - ¥ YN AGEANS SR 1

the 27-year-old pop star. “She’s our longest-term regular
client and the right age for the brand. We think she's in
the most glamorous period of her life nght now, and she
is the main source of inspiration behind the collection,™

mstead of cash...Big Mistake) I no-
ticed something... Layering There
was actually funcoonality to her
“look.” You could utilize layering
by pairing a printed T-shirt (H&M),
and open button-up (any Express
store), and a lighl vest (ZARA of

“I decided to learn
the dance so that 1 can become
more connected with members of
my family and my culture. I look
forward 1o the classes every weck
because 1 need the exercse and

exercise.” hammad said.

And that is exactly what
Allyson Finnegan, exccutive di-
rector of Sahara Dance, wants to
hear. This year is the first time the

center has offered belly dancing,

the movement. It is rhythmic and
gracclul, which makes it casy to
learn.”

After one class of learning
to use a veil indance and solating
different body parts for the dance,

Prada Still Pushes for Stock
The Italian company plans to put Prada SpA

and | 3:“'1“[““'-‘“. l;,l,lls S{;’;“fl“?“ 3‘;“1 v in the h-iiinn..‘timck ch.hangt.: in cither June or No- Georgetown). This is a great casual
beent down to a smq theult the fust vember, pendiig a meeting with consultants. Sources 1&1)& fi d'i aim

4 - S BTN e e ur-:wh'dhﬁan 1s very
group, - sornetiung ume, but’ she n- value Prada’s worthaat 4 billion to 5 billion euros. The

Finnegan would like tends to  continue

slowdown in bcCDnﬁ_ng i [Juhﬁl:'« nﬂ‘eﬁn‘g is rumored to An:#her patmn “T- “Tha mﬂ i

Lo see :.{llm:lly.,;k by [ the ‘-'-]ﬂS'NSﬂ- ll:u' low consuer ﬁp{?ndin;:‘: in the United States am‘l gl:ls i the Bite* every Stnday wear-
a4 1 i o LR o Europe. According to WWD, “Prada spokesman said ing a long coat suit You know about
people doni't realize Smithson wils

in December the company was in perfect condition to

that if vou're from the South) in
some  Crayola-inspired color He
usually pairs his suit with'a pair of
Stacy Adams in laux gator. “Papa
P as 1 call him, would give T.D.
Jakes a run for his money, baby (and
E most pimps, too), Don’t run out and

W a long coat suitybut pu;._t\nmh
~ tion 1o hiscolor ¢ s could

really work forthe xﬁn_ug[N(} I'CGE:
I said spring). Light fabrics in pastel .

that belly dancing
can be a lot of fun,”
Finnegan said. “lIt's
a wonderful form of
exercise and it uses
muscles you didn't
even know you had.™

The ongins
of the belly dance
inclade being spread
by Alexander the
Great as an ancient
ritual performed by
high priestesses, and
1t was a part ol tradi-
tional birthing prac-
tices of the ancient

|  Brenda Banks, who
.was on her second

lass, After suffer-
1 a stroke seven
years Banks
said she joined after

,thr husband  en-

list this vear, referencing a track record of solid growth
in sales and earnings before interest, taxes, depreciation
and amortization over the last three years and a strong
mternal management team. He added that Prada sales
ago, were projected to grow at least 20 percent for 2007.”
Ralph Lauren Creates JC Penney Brand

Polo Ralph Lauren Corporation is venturing

into the mainstream market by selling a new brand,
titled American Living, via the Web. Unlike other Polo
products, the brand will have American flags and bald and washed-out colors are going to
eagles as its logo. This is definitely a step up in prices for be huge for males and females this
JC Penney. According to New York Magazine, “The new spring ’
line will also be about 15 percent more expensive than wTha 70" was also where I saw
Penney’s current private-label merchandise, but Penney’s a ladv wearine & fill-leneth red coat
people think it will fill a void in the company’s *assort- with *F]].;R(;]g .st;mhi“;g:iﬂ ail. .‘;w

s really
o not that easy for
""fl_'lll:,“ admit-
fed, “1 began belly
“dancing at another
ncatiuu a few years

she

— "i £o, and it was casy

Mmmrdnmm "Wthen. Now, its a

Belly dancing has its origins in Middle Eastern cultureand isa  little harder for me ment.™ had owned her coat since the early

Middle East. fun, effective form of exercise for those looking for a change. on my nght side, 705 (Honey th : 1 ey h
Jessica Fern, bt 1 find it good 1 du'in E? (l:i?“n E'Tu“ o

a senior psychology | exercise. I'm com- 'nnmhu:: st':r?’ u::mg'Tnﬂ:hnr?'Tm

I'I‘Hjﬂh has ﬂjwa‘!.'s been mterested  exctement.” ing bﬂl‘..'[':, e R e 3 -I Iagﬁ stores Esftcm;mmd {‘Wrﬂﬂ

in dance and is eager to learn new
styles.
“Belly dancing never actu-

Finnegan encourages more
college students to become a part
of her belly dancing classes be-
ally comes to mind when I think of  cause of the many benefits that
dance,” Fern said. “But the more  come with it
I think about 1t, the more interest- “I think some people
ing it becomes. Since it onginated  have been a bit hesitant to join,”
i the Middle East, I think it would ~ Finnegan said of ‘the class, which

Former “lenleytown neigh-
borhood resident Linda Ferrant
travels from Silver Spring, Md. for
the classes. She and her mother
joined early on, and even though

+ her mother is in Florida for the
winter, Ferrant said she comes by
herself because the class is enjoy-

Avenue Thnft and Annie Cream-
cheese in Georgetown).

So the next time you are on
the “T'ha 70,” {stop frontin’ like you
don’t ride it ... I saw you there) open
your eyes and pay attention, Inspira-
tion and fashion are all around you.

‘Muah! Muahl ...

Work Your Pen Out
and Write for

Life & Style

be very exciting to/learn how to' has been ongoing for the past six. able, | (' . g » Lmigntino R
do weeks. “But | really do- think the ] love cveryaspedt of damte- | ! Mondays at 7 p.m. in W"“dej'i‘f s
Fintfiegan said the idea to of=- people who "have been taking it ing,” she said. “And Lknow every- A 3 o ] e "w ) L sggesy
fer belly dancing classes came [rom  have found that it's worthwhile. one says this, but it is good exercise. tne We St Towe rs tions or you have s .mm M on
her grandmother, who was a suc-  [t's been slow 1o develop, but we're 1 can put on music and dance any- :’;T"Pw hf‘mgﬂ Horﬂ‘gfﬁ e-mail me

'--*-'—----q‘-'ﬂ-_-“h-'-"-"-'.'."-“
e e e S SN ———

hoping more people decide 10 try  where. It beats jogging any day.”
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WAKE UP!

BY JOSHUA THOMAS
Managing Editor

First, I have (o apologize lor be-
ing late on this one (although 'm sure
you upderstand tudiness). But, last
Tueselay; Feb. 12, marked the 20-year

anniversary of Spike Lees sopho-

more effort “School Daze:”

For many; this hlm served as a
first glimpse mto the world of histori-
cally black colleges and umversities.
Lake many of lee’s carlier projects,
it was overly ambitious in trving to
take on too many 1ssues at once and
attempted to send an overwhelming
plethora of messages, However, this
'r_nusical drama became a cult clag-
sic and ‘one of Lec’s most celebrated
projects,

Bemg a smdent at the Mecca,
it’s always surpnsing to find out that
one of your peers has missed out on
this classic. Some students even treat
the expenence of “School Daze™ al-
most as an HBCOU nte of passage,
and deservingly so. Many of the is-
sues and themes that were exposed in
the film are still as relevant today as
Lhu‘.:}' were then.

“You're just a jigg-a-boo, tryin®
ta find something to do!”

*Well you're a wanna-be, wanna
be better than me!™

For those of you who were com-
pletelythrown ofl’ by that let me first
say, GO WATCH THE MOVIE! 1
digress; those lines were taken from
the song and production “Geod or
Bad Hair” which 1s a fantasy alterca-
tion between the hightskinned Gam-
ma Rays in the film and their darker
adversanies. That scene served as an
apex for one of the major themes of
the film: colorism.

Colonism, rooted in the house
slave versus the field slave divide in
antebellum Amenca, has reared ifs
#‘ugly head in modern tunes. This is
evidént daily when you switch on
your I'Vs to see that light-skinned
black people are more prominently
featured and disproportionately cast
over their darker counterparts in ev-
erything from commeraals 10 music
videos.

As recent as 2000, a report was
done by “20/207 on the mater of
colorism. One portion of the report
was an nvestigation in which people
were ghown photographs of people
from various backgrounds and were
asked 6 guess their intelligence solely
on the photo. The results overwhelm-
ingly showed that even black subjects
deemed people of darker hues less
mtelligent.

“School Daze™ and “A Different
World” (which gained popularity in its
second season in "88) are often cred-
ited with the HBGU surge of the ear-
ly 90s. Many 80s babies, like myself,
were offered their first glimpse of a
place where young, intelligent, sociale
ly aware black people were all com-
ing together. For me, and for many;
the notion of a place like this seemed
like a utopia for black minds. Yer. ar
our current place in time, many of
these institutions are in trouble. Itis a
weird twist of fate that Morris Brown
College (Trviaside note: Morehouse,
Spelman and Clark were afraid of
how Spike Lee was going to depict
them, $o he was Kicked off their cam-
puses. Subsequentlyy hie mioved filni-
ing to nearby Morris Brown Clollege)
lost its accreditation in 2002,

Unfortunately, MBC is not the
only school in penl. Many schools
ranging from the histoncally rich
and popular universiies like Iisk to
smaller institutions like Michigan's
only HBCL, Barber-Scotia College,
have been experiencing difficultics.
Even Texas Southern University and
Florida A&M University were put on
probation by the Southern Associa-
tion of Colleges and Schoals.

In" last” Wednesday’s edition of
The Hilltoy, an editorial asked the
question whether or not the HBCU
will be around in 2016. HBCUs have
assisted in molding some of the most
prolific minds of our time and we
cannot let them die. Although they
do serve a different purpose now than
they did at theirinception, the truth is
that they do serve a vital and nnique
purposc.

I guess you can call this my call
for action.

WAKE UP!

If you need helpy waking up or have
some suggestions ful me up at JostThom-

ase(@gnail com.
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Exes are exes for a reason, so why should a new significant other be
threatened by a past relationship that didn't work?

The most cliché relationship advice in the world is that every good
relationship has to be buijlt on a solid foundation of trust. However, that
cliché advice is applicable to nearly every issue that affects relationships
— including this one,

If you cannot trust your partner around his or her ex, then really
that means you plainly cannot trust your partner. The whole instance of .
an existing relationship with an ex is just an avenue for someone to display
one's trust issues, Honestly, this whole issue sounds like an illustration of
insecurity to me.

This is not to say that everyone can maintain a friendship with an*
ex, but those who can maintain a healthy relationship with an ex should.
During the course of a healthy intimate relationship, both partners learn
a lot about one another, share experiences and become very close just as
friends would.

It's hard enough trying to find people who are true friends. | don't
mean colleagues, co-workers, floormates, or other general acquaintances,
but "true” friends. Why get rid of a close friend because their romantic
relationship is gone or due to a new mate's insecurities?

Studies show that it is possible for exes to go from Splitsville to
strong friendships, accerding to sociologist Constance Ahrons, a former
University of Southern California professor who studied 98 split couples.

People break their romantic ties for several reasons and rarely is it
because the pair just do not like each other any longer. “Maybe their lives
or their values have changed, but they still may like each other,” Ahrons
said of her research.

But even Ahrons' research states that meaningful relationships are
only possible for a select few split couples. With that being said, | am not
advocating for everyone to reunite and attempt to be best buds with his
or her ex. For the majority of break-ups, that just isn't going to happen.
I'm simply saying that it is possible and shouldn't be shied away from just
because it is difficult or taboo.

i j'l ‘A

‘but trouble.

This week's issue:

Exes

by Joshua Thomas & Jada Smith

Exes. We all have them. No matter if the relationship between you
and that person ended peacefully or concluded with World War lll, an ex
is an ex for a reason, and they should stay that way. I've heard guys say
plenty of times, "Me and my ex are still really good friends and we talk all
the time." My response to that is, "WHY?!" especially if there is someone
else important in your life now. As far as I'm concerned, exes are nothing

It seems as though a lot of people look at their past relationships
with rose colored glasses, meaning they only seem to remember the good
things about that person instead of the reason they broke up in the first
place, Guys, let me ask you this question: if your girlfriend remained close
with her ex, would that be OK with you? | only ask this because the mere
fact that you were in a relationship with that person means that you had
feelings for them and a physical attraction at some point that may still
be there. Not to mention the amount of history they have together..who
are you more willing to let go easier, someone you've been with for years
or someone you've been with for months? | can't speak for all women, but
just the thought that she's still on your mind bothers me.

Janice Levine, Ph.D, author of “Why Do Fools Fall in Love,” says, “To
keep your life moving in a healthy direction, you need to determine where
an ex fits into your life, or he'll continue to affect you and your future
relationships.” If you continue to hang out with an ex, spend time with an
ex’'s family, have lengthy conversations about life with an ex, it's not too
farfetched of an idea that one day you might happen to get physical with
that person again and maybe even rekindle what the two of you used to
have.

By no means am | trying to discount those who have managed to
maintain a strictly platonic relationship with their ex. That's worthy of
applause, but for the rest of us out there who may find it hard to suppress
feelings for a former flame, | speak from experience when | say leave
him/her alone!

Submit your topics for discussion to meccanisms@gmail.com.

It’s Your World

 tell us about it... submit an H-You report

' hilltopcampus@gmail.com
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10 HILLT OPIGS

The Hilltop prints
Hilltopics every
Monday, Wednesday and
Friday. The first 20 words
are $10 and .25 for each
additional word.

ALL CLASSIFIED ADS
MUST BE PAID FOR
AND SUBMITTED
FIVE DAYS IN
ADVANCE.
Payment acceptable
Cashier’s check or
money order . Any
questions please
contact

The Hilltop Business
Office (202) 806-4749
or by e-mail
Hilltopbusiness@gmail.com
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Undergraduate Trustee Sp eakout

i

Sitters Wanted.
$10 or more per hour.
Register
free tor jobs near cam-
pus or home.
wavw . studentsitters.com

HU Red Cross -
Thurs. Feb. 21st_
Room G07

Chemistry Building

[nterested in
Volunteering with the

Campaign??]

[nclude name, classifica-

tion, and tshirt size.
“Discover the Trutiv §
with Joy Lindsay as your
future
Undergraduate
Trustee”
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20, 2008
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South Carolina Club
General Body Meeting
February 21, 2008
Locke 300

{pm
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