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NEWSFILE

The form al b eg in n in g  of the  
u n iv e r s ity ’s 120th year  was
m arked  in  rousing  sty le  a t open
ing convocation cerem onies in  
C ram ton A ud ito rium  in  Sep
tember. There G ardner C. Thy lor, 
p asto r of Concord B ap tist C hurch  
of C h rist in  Brooklyn, N.Y., deliv
ered a s t i r r in g  address on the  U.S. 
C onstitu tion  and the  in h e re n t 
con trad iction  e n sh rin ed  in  th a t  
o rig inal docum ent.

T hat contrad iction , he said, was 
betw een the  idea th a t  “all m en are 
created  equa l” and  th a t  a Black 
A m erican should  be coun ted  as 
th ree-fifth s of a person. “W hat 
sha ll i t  b e ? ” he ran g  out. “This is 
the  h e a rt of the  A m erican 
dilemma.”

“You are  the  h e irs  of th a t  com
m u n ity  w h ich  has, th ro u g h  all 
these generations, m ost s to u tly  
and s tu b b o rn ly  asserted  th a t  the 
th ree-fifth s heresy  sha ll no t pre
vail in  th is  country?’ he told the  
assem bled Howard studen ts . And 
he assu red  them  th a t  “we w ill 
never give up  [the s trugg le  for 
Black equality] u n t i l  e ithe r th is

c o u n try  becomes w h a t i t  says i t  is 
or declares itse lf  before h is to ry  as 
fraud.”

Tb th is  end, he said, “We w ill 
agitate , we w ill i r r i ta te , we w ill 
litigate, we w ill educate, we w ill 
castigate and we w ill partic ipa te  
u n t il  the  n a tio n  h ea rs  o u r plea. 
The fu tu re  belongs to  us.”

As if  to  reinforce h is  message, 
the  Howard U n iversity  Choir fol
lowed w ith  a sp irited  ren d itio n  of 
“I W anna Be Ready?’

Awards for d is tin g u ish e d  serv 
ice and research  w ere p resen ted  
to four facu lty  m em bers and two 
u n its  a t the  seven th  a n n u a l Fac
u l ty  Awards Ceremony in  October.

A $1,000 cash  aw ard, along w ith  
a plaque and c ita tion  w ent to  the  
following:

Cecile W Edw ards, professor of 
h u m an  n u tr i t io n  and  food and 
form er dean of the  Schools of 
H um an Ecology and C ontinuing  
Education;

U ra Je an  Oyemade, ch a irm a n  of 
the  D epartm ent of H um an Devel
opment, School of H um an Ecology;

Jam es T. Jackson , professor, Col
lege of D entistry ;

Jo h n  E J. Clark, Jr., professor, 
College of Medicine.

Edw ards received the  O u ts tand 
ing  R esearch Award. Oyemade 
and  Jackson  received the  D istin 
gu ished  Service Award. Clark re 
ceived the  D istingu ished  Scholar- 
Tfeacher Award.

The two u n iv e rs ity  u n i ts  hon
ored are  the  Center for the  Study 
of Handicapped C hildren and 
Youth, headed by Sylvia Walker; 
and the  Vitiligo Center, headed by 
Rebat Haider. Each u n i t  received a 
cash  aw ard of $5,000.

The value of school in teg ra tio n
for Black and w h ite  ch ild ren  was 
underlined  by psychologist Ken
n e th  B. Clark and jo u rn a lis t/  
au th o r Roger W W ilkins a t the  a n 
n u a l Charles H. Thom pson Lec
ture-C olloquium  held a t the  
u n iv e rs ity  in  November.

Clark, a Howard a lu m n u s whose 
resea rch  on the  negative psycho
logical effects of segregation on 
ch ild ren  played a key role in  the  
legal s tra teg y  of the  1954 school 
desegregation decision, spoke on 
“The Brown Decision: Education, 
Racism  and H um an Values.”

W ilkins, who is c u rre n tly  en
gaged in  a long-term  exam ination  
of the  problem s of the  u rb a n  Black 
poor, spoke on “The In n er City 
Child: Black America’s Next 
Challenge.”

“The Brown decision’s place in  
h u m an  h is to ry  w ill be based on 
the  fact i t  was n o t an  isolated legal 
document,” C lark said, b u t  in stead  
w ill be based on i ts  “broad, 
hum an , social and educational 
va lue” and  i ts  “psychological 
tru th s .”

He noted  the  irony  th a t  th ree  
decades a fte r  th a t  h is to ric  deci
sion, de facto segregation con
tin u e s  to  ex is t in  so m any  p a r ts  of 
the  nation. And he added, “There 
is no evidence th a t  de facto segre
gation is any  less destruc tive  to  
o u r ch ild ren  th a n  the  segregation 
poin ted  o u t in  the  Brown 
decision.”

The goal of education, he 
stressed , “m u st go beyond the 
teach ing  of concrete skills.” It 
m u st “free the  h u m an  m ind  of 
ignorance, su p e rs titio n  and hos
tilities.” In  th is  context, he added,
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“Segregation is equally  dehum an
izing to  w h ite  ch ild ren  . . .  I be
lieve w h ite  ch ild ren  should  n o t be 
damaged by racism  e ither”

In  response to  Clark’s speech, 
W ilkins noted th a t, “I t has become 
fashionable for a lo t of Black peo
ple to  give up  on in teg ration . But 
segregation does damage to  the  
whole society. In  the  end, the  best 
th in g  for Black ch ild ren  — and 
w h ite  ch ild ren  — is in tegration .”

Earlier, W ilkins had decried the 
n ear abandonm ent of poor in n e r  
c ity  ch ild ren , n o t only by the  edu
cational estab lishm ent, b u t  by a 
lot of the  Black middle class as 
well. “We have seen an  alm ost 
pathological k in d  of in d iv id u 
alism  take oveif he declared. And 
th a t  is som eth ing  we can ill a f
ford, w hen, as he said, “one-th ird  
of Black Am erica is m ired  in  t e r r i 
ble poverty?’

And he challenged the  37 per
cent of Black Am erica th a t  is con
sidered middle class to  be about 
rescu ing  the  Black ch ild ren  who 
are  isolated  in  the  n a tio n ’s in n e r  
cities. As for the  ra tionale  for su ch  
a  rescue effort, he cited  the  often 
quoted slogan of the  U nited  Negro 
College Fund: “A m ind  is a te rrib le  
th in g  to  waste.”

He gave a concrete example of 
w h a t can  happen w hen middle 
class Blacks do reach  o u t to  inner- 
c ity  ch ildren : The Scholars-in-the- 
Schools P rogram  in  the  D istrict of 
Columbia. T hrough th is  in itia tive , 
a n um ber of professionals spend 
one ho u r per week sh a rin g  th e ir  
experiences and th e ir  expertise  
w ith  s tu d en ts  in  several public 
secondary  schools. The goal is to 
provide positive role models for 
the  s tu d en ts  and  to  encourage and 
in sp ire  them  to  reach  for h igher 
goals in  life a fte r  th ey  leave 
school.

Both speeches w ere in  th e  sp ir it  
of Charles H. Thompson, for whom  
the  a n n u a l lecture-colloquium  is 
named. Thom pson (1896-1980) was 
a pioneering educator w ho made 
h is  m ark  a t Howard in  su ch  roles 
as ch a irm an  of the  education  de
p artm en t, dean of the  College of 
Liberal A rts, dean of the  G raduate 
School and founder-editor (1932) of

th e  Journa l o f Negro Education, 
w h ich  con tinues to  serve as a m a
jo r vehicle for the  d issem ination  of 
rese a rc h  and in fo rm ation  abou t 
the  education of Blacks in  the  
U nited  States and  abroad.

“Sanctions are s t i l l  tod ay  the  
m ost p eacefu l w ay  to  b rin g  an  
end of apartheid.”

That was th e  key po in t made by 
Jam es M otlatsi, p residen t of the  
N ational U nion of M inew orkers 
(NUM) of S outh  A frica, in  a key
note address a t an  in te rn a tio n a l 
conference held a t Howard at the 
end of October on the  im pact of 
sanctions on South  A frica.

E n titled  “Sanctions A gainst 
South  Africa: W hat Works? W hat 
Doesn’t,” the  two-day conference 
b rough t together an  in te rrac ia l 
group of scholars, s tuden ts , an ti- 
apartheid  ac tiv ists, governm ent 
spokesm en and rep resen ta tives  of 
a v a rie ty  of p rivate  organizations, 
rang ing  from  a neo-conservative 
an ti-sanc tions group to  the  Af
rican  N ational Congress.

In  h is  keynote speech, the  p resi
den t of the  375,000-member NUM, 
w h ich  la s t A ugust waged the  
largest s tr ik e  in  S outh  A frican  
h isto ry , assessed the  im pact of the  
three-w eek w ork stoppage, gave an  
inside view  of apartheid  and 
p raised  sanctions as an  effective 
an ti-aparthe id  weapon.

On the  strike: “The u n u s u a l 
b ru ta l ity  d irected  aga in st the  
s tr ik in g  m iners by the  m ine 
ow ners’ se c u r ity  forces t r a n s 
form ed a labor d ispu te  in to  a civil 
w ar type situation .” W hile the 
s tr ik e  failed to  get the  m iners  the  
increase in  wages th ey  sought, he 
said, “I t laid  a strong  foundation  
for fu tu re  v icto ries tow ard  a free 
and  nonracial S outh  Africa. It 
should be viewed as a d ress 
rehearsal.”

On apartheid : “I t is a  cancer and 
the  only w ay to  deal w ith  i t  is to  
remove it. I t  canno t be reform ed; 
i t  m u st be removed.”

On sanctions: “The freedom-lov
ing coun tries  of the  w orld m u st 
impose m andatory, com prehensive 
sanctions aga in st S outh  A frica. 
This is a dem and from  th e  people

of South  A frica. We, th e  w orking  
class people of S outh  Africa, th in k  
sanctions are  w eapons of la s t  re 
sort, the  only th in g  th a t  can  lead 
to  o u r libera tion  w ith o u t 
violence.”

Various panels a t the  conference 
covered su ch  topics as The Anti- 
A partheid  Act of 1986; Legal S tra t
egies and  A partheid; The C u ltu ra l 
Boycott A gainst S outh  Africa; The 
A m erican B usiness Com m unity 
and South  A frica.

The overw helm ing view  ex
pressed  a t the  conference seemed 
to  be th a t  w hile  the  1986 Anti- 
A partheid  Act, w h ich  imposed 
lim ited  sanctions ag a in st South  
Africa, was an  im p o rtan t 
m ilestone, i t  con ta in s  too m any 
loopholes to  be com pletely effec
tive. As Gay McDougall of the  Law
yers Com m ittee for Civil R ights 
Under Law p u t it, “Lim ited sanc
tions can only have lim ited  
impact.”

As for the  fu tu re , according to 
Stephen R. W eissm ann, s ta ff d irec
to r  of the  House Subcom m ittee on 
A frica, one of those who helped 
d ra ft the  1986 act, “The outlook in  
Congress is positive for s tronger 
sanctions.”

Howard U n iversity  sponsors 
of the  conference included the  
A frican  Studies and  R esearch 
Program , the  D epartm ent of In te r
na tiona l Affairs, th e  G raduate 
School of A rts  and  Sciences and 
the  M oorland-Spingarn R esearch 
Center.

A new  public a ffa ir s  program
has been launched  a t the  u n iv e r
s ity  to  serve as a liv ing  m em orial 
to  an  a lum na  w ith  a d is t in 
guished  career in  public service: 
Patric ia  R oberts H arris.

At her d irection , a bequest from  
her esta te  provides the  financial 
base for the  p rogram  w h ich  w ill 
be designed to  help underg radua te  
and g raduate  s tu d en ts  prepare  for 
careers in  public affairs. Specific 
p lans for the  program  include p u b 
lic policy and  in te rn a tio n a l affa irs 
in te rn sh ip s , d istin g u ish ed  guest 
fellows, lec tu re  series, sym 
posium s and publications.
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The Patric ia  R oberts H arris  P ub 
lic A ffairs Program , as i t  w ill be 
called, “w ill afford Howard s tu 
den ts o p p o rtu n itie s  to  analyze 
and find so lu tions for contem po
rary , social, economic and  political 
problems,” said Howard P residen t 
Jam es E. Cheek in  announcing  the  
new program . At th e  sam e tim e, 
he nam ed 0. Rudolph Aggrey, a re 
tire d  TT.S. Foreign Service officer, to 
head the  program .

Patric ia  R oberts H arris , who 
died on M arch 23, 1985, received 
her bachelor’s degree from  the 
u n iv e rs ity  in  1945 (sum m a cum  
laude) and  la te r served the  u n iv e r
s ity  as an  associate dean of s tu 
den ts and a professor and  dean of 
the  School of Law. Her public serv 
ice career includes an  overseas as
signm ent as the  U.S. am bassador 
to  Luxem bourg, and  two cabinet 
posts — H ousing and  U rban  Devel
opment; H ealth, Education and 
Welfare, w h ich  la te r became 
H ealth  and H um an Services.

Aggrey has been an  am bassador 
to  Senegal, The Gambia and  Ro
m ania, a D epartm ent of State For
eign A ffairs Senior Fellow, and a 
resea rch  professor of diplomacy at 
Georgetown University.

Grammy A w ard-w inning tru m 
peter W ynton M arsalis opened the  
artist-in -residence series spon
sored by the  m usic departm en t 
w ith  a perform ance and lec tu re  in  
A ndrew  R an k in  Memorial Chapel 
on the  m ain  cam pus las t 
November 5.

O ther a r t is ts  sla ted  to  appear in  
th e  series in  the  com ing m on ths

are  p ian is t Ram sey Lewis, sax 
ophonist Grover W ashington Jr., 
and vocalists M arilyn  McCoo and 
Gregory Abbott.

The series is coord inated  by 
George Butler, a vice p residen t of 
Columbia Records, who received a 
bachelor of m usic degree from  the  
u n iv e rs ity  in  1965. I t is designed 
“to give s tu d e n ts  a  dose of the  rea l 
w orld of m usic and  i ts  o ften  h a rs h  
realities,” he said, in  describ ing 
the  series in  a  [New York] Daily- 
New s M agazine article.

# >
Roland B. Scott, d irec to r of the 
Howard U niversity  Center for 
Sickle Cell Disease, is the  recipient 
of a $100,000 “Award of Excel
lence” by the  Ronald McDonald 
C hildren’s Charities. He was cited 
for h is  m any years  of sign ifican t 
w ork in  ch ild ren ’s h e a lth  care.

A ccording to  A udrey Evans, a 
board  m em ber of the  Ronald 
McDonald C hildren’s C harities, 
Scott is one of “very  few physi
cians in  the  field of ped ia trics” to  
be so honored.

The College of M edicine is the  re 
cipient of a $45,000 endow m ent by 
G. D. Searle & Company and  the  
M onsanto Company. The m oney 
has been earm arked  for a new ly 
established Thomas L. O’Donohue 
M emorial Lecture Series in  Neu
ropharm acology. In itia l su p p o rt of 
$6,000 for the  lec tu re  series came 
from  fam ily  m em bers, friends and 
colleagues of O’Donohue, who re 
ceived a Ph.D. in  pharm acology 
from  Howard in  1980.

O’Donohue died la s t A pril in  an  
autom obile accident. At the  tim e 
of h is  death , he w as affiliated w ith  
Searle as d irec to r of the  com pany’s 
Central N ervous System Disease 
Research in  St. Louis, Mo.

A $4.4 m illio n  investm en t pack
age to  benefit m in o rity  m edical 
s tu d en ts  has been estab lished  u n 
der the  sponsorsh ips of the  P ru 
den tia l In su ran ce  Company and 
the  N ational Medical Fellowships, 
Inc.

This new  program , w h ich  was 
unveiled  a t a new s conference at 
Howard la s t October, w ill benefit 
medical s tu d e n ts  a t fou r predom i
n a n tly  Black m edical schools: 
Howard, M orehouse School of Med
icine in  A tlan ta , M eharry  Medical 
College in  N ashville, and  the  
Charles R. Drew P ostgraduate  
School of Medicine in  Los Angeles.

P ru d en tia l w ill in v est $4 m il
lion in  the  program ; the  National 
Medical Fellowships, $200,000; the 
p a rtic ipa ting  schools $50,000 
each.

Scholarships w ill be aw arded 
to  m edical s tu d en ts  a t the  four 
partic ipa ting  schools from  a por
tion  of the  in te re s t derived from  
th e  investm en t over the  n ex t five 
years.

The Howard U n iv e r s ity  Student 
A ssocia tion  has designed w h a t i t  
dubs a Self-Help P rogram  to  p ro
vide sho rt-te rm  in te rest-free  
loans to  s tu d en ts  needing emer
gency funds.

Under the  program , each of the 
u n iv e rs ity ’s approxim ately 12,000 
s tu d en ts  w ould be req u ired  to 
m ake a “m andato ry  co n trib u tio n ” 
of $5 per semester, w ith  th a t  
m oney p u t in  a special loan fund . 
H alf of th a t  m oney w ould be avail
able to  studen ts , who w ould be 
able to  borrow  up  to  $300 on a 
first-com e/first-served basis and 
w ould have to  repay  the  loan by 
the  end of th e  semester. The o ther 
h a lf  w ould be invested . The $5 per 
s tu d e n t co n trib u tio n  is expected 
to  generate $60,000 each semester.

The s tu d e n t body recen tly  ap
proved the  p rogram  in  a refe ren 
dum . ■
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