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NEWSFILE

Howard University Hospital
card iovascular su rgeon  R obert 
Lowery partic ipa ted  in  the  f irs t 
two h e a rt tra n s p la n t operations 
perform ed by the  W ashington 
Regional H eart T ransp lan t 
Consortium .

The conso rtium  was form ed in  
the  fall of 1986 and received cer
tification  of approval la s t M arch. 
In  addition  to  Howard U n iversity  
Hospital, the  conso rtium  includes: 
C hildren’s H ospital of the  R ational 
Medical Center, Fairfax  Hospital, 
George W ashington U n iversity  
Medical Center, Georgetown U ni
v e rs ity  Medical Center and  the 
W ashington H ospital Center. The 
conso rtium  is one of five su ch  
hosp ita l groups in  the  nation.

The Howard University Singers,
p a rt  of the  c ritica lly  acclaimed 
Howard U n iversity  Choir, traveled 
to  Poland in  m id-A ugust to  give 
five concerts in  several c ities and 
record  an  a lbum  fea tu rin g  the  
m usic of Afro-American compos

ers. The group perform ed in  the  
capital c ity  of W arsaw and  p a rtic i
pated  in  a m usical festiva l in  
Krakow.

The 35-member Howard U niver
s ity  Singers w as in v ited  by the  Ca- 
pella Cracoviensis, a m usic group 
in  Poland.

According to  Jos Friszt, m usical 
d irec to r and conductor of the  
Lima (Ohio) Symphony O rchestra, 
who helped a rran g e  the  trip, the  
singers from  How ard c o n s titu te d  
“the  f ir s t  all-Black cho ir to  per
form  in  Poland.”

A nother example of the  Howard 
Choir’s in te rn a tio n a l linkages was 
evident a m on th  la te r w hen i t  
jo ined w ith  a v is itin g  Venezuelan 
choir, Coral C anta Mundo, in  a con
cert a t the  u n iv e rs ity ’s R ank in  
Memorial Chapel on the  m ain  
campus.

The concert by Coral Canta 
Mundo, a Caracas-based group of 
40 singers, was sponsored by the 
Em bassy of Venezuela and the 
Howard College of Fine A rts.

Karen Gibbs, a  May graduate  of 
the  College of Pharm acy and Phar- 
m acal Sciences was nam ed one of 
GLAMOUR’S Tbp Tten College Women 
of the  Year, as fea tu red  in  the  A u
g u s t issue of the  m agazine.

She was the  f ir s t  s tu d e n t from  
Howard to  be so nam ed in  the  31- 
year h is to ry  of the  m agazine’s 
com petition, according to  GLAM
OUR officials.

Nearly 700 young college women 
entered  th is  y ear’s com petition. 
W inners were selected on the  basis 
of accom plishm ent in  scholarship, 
leadership and involvem ent in  
cam pus activ ities.

Gibbs’ career a t Howard, indeed,

was m arked by a s tr in g  of achieve
m ents — and  lo ts of h a rd  work.

She was honored as O utstand ing  
F reshm an Woman for the  1981-82 
academic year in  the  College of Lib
eral A rts, won the  R ational P h ar
m aceutical A ssociation’s Ambi 
Scholarship and  was lis ted  las t 
year in  “D istingu ished  Young 
A m erican Women.”

The f ir s t  person  in  her fam ily  to 
e a rn  a  college degree, the  Huger, 
S.C., native helped pay for her edu
cation th ro u g h  a v a rie ty  of jobs, 
including one as a pharm acy tec h 
n ician  at the  Raval Medical Center 
in  Bethesda, Md. This A ugust she 
s ta r te d  a residency in  pharm acy a t 
Jo h n s  H opkins U n iversity  in  Bal
tim ore. And she a lready  has her 
eyes fixed on her n ex t step  up  the 
academic ladder: p u rsu in g  a doc
to ra l degree in  pharmacy.

As for the  GLAMOUR accolade, 
she says, “It m akes me proud to  
see th a t  someone else has recog
nized m y p u r s u i t  of excellence in  
m y college education  and  p h a r
macy career”
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Prominent Washington, D.C., 
businessman Dominic E An- 
tonelli, Jr., and h is  wife, Ju d ith , 
have co n trib u ted  $ 100,000 to  the 
School of Law to estab lish  an  en
dowed scho larsh ip  in  th e ir  names.

The a n n u a l am ount of the  in te r 
est derived from  th e  g ift w ill be 
used  to help su p p o rt “worthy- 
s tu d en ts  of Howard U niversity  
School of Law who dem onstrate  
the need for fu n d s  to  con tinue  or 
complete th e ir  legal studies.”

Faustine Jones-Wilson, pro 
fessor of education and  ed ito r of 
The Journa l o f  Negro Education, is 
co-leader of a n a tiona l in itia tiv e  to  
h a lt  educational underachieve
m ent in  Black ch ild ren .

The vehicle for th is  in itia tiv e  is 
the  National Conference on E du
cating  Black C hildren (NCEBC), 
w h ich  she co-chairs w ith  re tire d  
Los Angeles school ad m in is tra to r 
Owen Knox.

Launched in  1986, the  o rgan iza
tion  has recen tly  developed a blue

p r in t for action aim ed a t e n su rin g  
th a t  Black schoolchildren  achieve 
at th e ir  m axim um  po ten tia l. As i t  
is, th ere  is  grow ing evidence th a t  
Black ch ild ren  generally  lag be
h in d  th e ir  w h ite  c o u n te rp a rts  in  
reading  and  m ath  skills. And w h a t 
th is  m eans, says Jones-W ilson, is 
th a t  “o u r ch ild ren  are  fa lling  be
tw een the  cracks. They’re  no t 
being properly  educated for the 
21st century?’

The NCEBC’s b lu ep rin t se ts  fo rth  
a se t of recom m endations rang ing  
from  encouraging s tu d en ts  to  de
velop and m a in ta in  a positive a t
titu d e  abou t learn ing , to  u rg in g  
policym akers to  investiga te  and 
replace policies and  practices th a t  
m ay be obsolete.

NCEBC is now in  the  process of 
ge tting  i ts  b lu ep rin t “in to  class
rooms, schools and  school-board 
room s so th a t  a m assive all-encom 
passing  program  is im plem ented,” 
Jones-W ilson says.

The Howard educator became 
involved in  the  effort w hen she 
was contacted by Rep. A u g u stu s  
H aw kins (D-Calif.), ch a irm an  of 
the  House Com m ittee on Educa
tion  and Labor, who expressed h is  
d ism ay over the  underachieve
m ent of Black ch ild ren  and 
b rough t together o ther concerned 
ind iv iduals to  address the  issue.

WHMM-TV, the  u n iv e rs ity ’s tele
v ision  s ta tion , received the  1987 
P residen tia l Award for P rivate  
Sector In itia tiv es  in  a  cerem ony 
held a t the  W hite House in  the  
summer.

The aw ard recognizes o rgan iza
tions th a t  have coord inated  o u t
s tand ing  projects in  th e ir  e ffo rt to  
solve com m unity  problems.

WHMM TV

WHMM was cited  for success
fu lly  o rganizing  the  “Stay-In- 
School” project, w h ich  w as in i t i 
ated in  April 1986. “The project 
seeks to  devise w ays to  m inim ize 
truancy, increase reg u la r  school 
a ttendance, and u ltim a te ly  e rad i
cate illiteracy?’ says Benni Sin
gleton, the  s ta tio n ’s com m unity  
affa irs coordinator.

WHMM w as the  only public 
broadcast s ta tio n  among the  four 
s ta tio n s  selected for the  award. 
A rnold Wallace, general m anager 
of WHMM-TV-32, accepted the 
aw ard on behalf of the  sta tion .
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