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BOOKFILE

South Africa 
and the Bomb
Responsibility and Deterrence 

Ronald W. Walters

South Africa and the 
Bomb — an account of the 
not-so-secret nuclear weap­
ons capability of the regime in 
South Africa and what this 
grave reality would mean to 
the world, particularly the na­
tions of Africa, by Ronald W. 
Walters, published by Lex­
ington Books, D.C. Heath and 
Company/Lexington, Mass.

Walters, a political science 
professor at Howard, dedi­
cates his work to “the people 
of Southern Africa.”

In the preface he writes:
“In the course of several 
years of research on the polit­
ical and security problems of 
Southern Africa, I became 
struck by the almost universal 
concentration of activists and 
scholars alike on the guerrilla 
war in the region, including 
the low-level war waged by 
the African National Congress 
of South Africa against the 
white regime, while the Af- 
rikanners appeared to be pre­
paring what has come to be 
known as ‘total war.’ This 
concern launched a series of 
articles and at least one 
monograph on South African

nuclear capability. The point 
of this concern was that 
whereas in the early 1960s, 
South Africa was declared a 
threat to the peace and se­
curity of the international sys­
tem by virtue of global racial 
tensions, its present posses­
sion of nuclear weapons po­
tential has made it a threat to 
the very survival of people 
and states in the region of 
Southern Africa and, perhaps, 
far beyond.”

In eight well-researched 
chapters, Walters gives details 
of South Africa’s initial incen­
tives to possess nuclear weap­
ons and the role of the United 
States in “the development of 
U.S. nuclear relations with 
South Africa.” ■

Mohamed El-Khawas

QADDAFI
His Ideology In Theory and Practice

A V. A N A

Qaddafi — a point-by-point 
analysis of his ideology, in 
practice and in theory, and his 
rise from an unknown junior 
officer to the leader of an oil- 
rich nation, by Mohamed El- 
Khawas, published by Amana 
Books, Brattleboro, Vt.

El-Khawas, who is pro­
fessor of history at the Uni­
versity of the District of 
Columbia, presents a chro­
nology of key events that have 
transformed this once politi­
cally tame country in North 
Africa to one that today is pol- 
itially active regionally, and 
beyond—a nation that is rev­
ered by its friends, hated or 
feared by its enemies.

All of the significant devel­
opments in the rise of Muam- 
mar Qaddafi to power and 
leadership, his new ideology 
of The Third Universal The­

ory (to shape a wholesome so­
ciety in Libya first, then 
beyond), the influence of 
Egypt’s Nasser on his political 
development, his devotion to 
his religion (Islam), his many 
contradictions, his support for 
the cause of Palestinians and 
other liberation movements, 
his international exploits and 
confrontations with the 
United States, and how he 
fares among his own people 
are graphically detailed in this 
book.

An excerpt: “On Sep­
tember 1,1969, Muammar 
Al-Qaddafi, then a virtually 
unknown officer in his late 
twenties, rose to leadership in 
Libya, an oil-rich North Af­
rican nation of three million 
people. No one then could 
have suspected how promi­
nently he would affect events, 
in the Middle East and else­
where, in the decades to 
follow.

“Over the years, Qaddafi 
has emerged as a charismatic, 
complicated leader, full of con­
tradictions — generous, 
proud, vindictive, egotistical 
and totally committed to his 
people and his cause.” ■

PAN AFRICAN 
NATIONALISM

The Political Economy of 
Pan-African Nationalism
— An essay in book form on 
the historical origins and con­
temporary forms of the move­
ment, by Linus A. Hoskins, 
Pyramid Publications, P.O. 
Box 2075, Baltimore, Md.

Hoskins, who is a graduate 
assistant professor in the 
School of Human Ecology at 
Howard, challenges previous

views on the movement’s de­
velopment and offers his own 
set of ideas.

Joseph Jordan, senior re­
search specialist at the Li­
brary of Congress, in a yet 
unpublished review of the 
publication writes:

“The most effective means 
of challenging entrenched 
theory is to question its philo­
sophical assumptions. Most 
Pan-African thought assumes 
the need to identify with a su­
pra-national entity, both polit­
ically and spiritually. This 
basic assumption is vigorously 
attacked by Hoskins. Aiming 
his dissent directly at the 
foundations of previous Pan- 
African thought, he takes a 
long list of noted Pan-Af­
ricanist thinkers to task.” ■

where
are the love poems 
for dictators?

where are the love poems 
for dictators? —
a collection of poems by E. 
Ethelbert Miller, published by 
Open Hand Publishing, Inc., 
Washington, D.C.

Here is but one of the many 
offerings in the book by Mil­
ler, director of the Afro-Amer­
ican Resource Center at 
Howard University:

when there are no more
poems to be written
go & wake the dead
tell them that the war is over
that victory is ours
tell them that the living too
have found peace ■

The column on current releases will 
appear from time to time.
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