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ILLT 
Th e Daily Student Voice of Howard Un iversity 

VOLUME 90, NO. 94 MONDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2007 

BREAK N BUSINESS & TECHNOLOGY 

SUICIDE BOMBER IN BAGHDAD KILLS 40 
FORTY ~EREK L ED AT MiJSTANSIRIYA U IVERSITY IN BAGH­
DAD WHEN A FEMALE SUICIDE BOMBER WEARING A VEST 
STRAPPED WITH EXPLOSIVES BLEW UP HERSELF AND THE 
UNIVERSITY ACCORDING TO THE NEW YORK TIMES 

TUITION STAil S EVERYWHERE 
HOWARD STUDENTS ARE OFTEN UPSET SY TUI ON NCREAS­
ES HOWEVER TU ON RATES AROUND THE COUNTRY HAVE 
STALLED F ND OUT MORE N BUS NESS & TECHNOLOGY 
PAG!4 

Michael Dyson Cancels Chapel Visit 
BY PHILLIP LUCAS 
Copy Ed tor 

Author and activist 
Michael Eric Dyson can­
celed his visit to chapel ser­
vices yesterday because of 
a pressing engagcn1ent with 
Louis Farrakhan i11 Detroit. 

Dyson was in Detroit 
over the weekend to support 
hu1akhan in the world 
renowned leader's final 

pubh speech .at Saviour's 
l>ay 2007, which was held 
Fcb. 22 through 25. 

Recently, Farrakhan 
has been very ill with pros­
tate eancer, according to 
Fox News. Farrakhan's final 
s peech was held at Ford 
field , horne of the Detroit 
Lions. Detroit is also the 
hmne of the Nation of 
Islam , which was founded 
by W,11lace D. J1ard in 1930. 

The Rev. Bernard 
Richardson, the dean of 
Andrew Rankin f\.1e1nonal 
Chapel, said Dyson worked 
with his office to find a way 
to get to Howard on time, 
but it did not work out. 

"I was immediately torn 
between my obligation to 
the Howard co1nmunity and 
the request of one of our 
foremost leaders who has 
been battling for his life," 

Dyson said regarding his 
request to be in t'~o places 
at once. 

He also said that he told 
the University a month in 
advance that he would be 
unable to make it to the 
chapel on Feb. 25. Dyson 
added, ~My office contacted 
Dean Richardson's office 
and began discussions 
about n1y desire to trade 
dates with another n1inister 
if possible. \vhen 1t became 
apparent that such a trade 
was impossible, I had to 
regretfully back out of my 
obligation." 

Regarding the circum­
stances of Dyson's cancella­
tion, Richardson said, "It's a 
very sensitive issue." Dyson 
has visited Howard in the 
past and plans to do so in 
the future. 

"He's always been sup­
portive ofHoward. He comes 
every year," Richardson 
~a id. 

Dyson said, ··1 have 
preached at Howard Chapel 
annually for at least the past 
six years. I hope to continue 
that tradition soon." 

Dyson added, "After 
prayer and consulta­
tion, I trusted that Dean 
Richardson and the Howard 

l'1'1oh" ('(•Urtt'"I>~ J)(on-11 ~'lll1llh 'iitnlor Pholo · ·dunr •nd "~'~.upt1H't.c'du community would for-
Activist Mlchael Eric Dyson left an empty chair In chapel when he was unable to lead 
chapel on Sunday because of a time conflict with Louis Farrakhan's final speech. See DYSON, Page 3 

ASB Raises Funds for New Orleans Trip 
BY VANESSA ROZIER & 
DREW COSTLEY 
Hilltop Stair 

V\'1th Sp1 ing Brl•uk ll•ss 
than three \H.•cks awav. 
Altl•urntht• Spring Break 
(ASB) roordinators nre still 
in sl'an·h of funding . Close 
to 500 students arc ln\\'­
d1n~ by bus with Andn•w 
Rankin ?1.lc1norial Chapel 
and t ht• H o\\ ard chapter of 
the National ;\ssol'iatilln 
for the Adntnl·cmt•nt of 
C'olort•d Pcopk (N \J\ CP) 
to New Orlt•nns to ,ud 111 

n.•hu1 \ding honws destro) cd 
b) ll11rrk.1ne K.1trina. 

\lsll, Ho,,anl's l'h.1ptcr 
of Ni\ \Cl' is ~cddng dl>nn­
tions for separate trnnspor­
tatitlll lti NC\\ Orleans ftir 

Alll'rnati\ l' Spring Break. 
ti \ \'c'rt• rmsing mone) to 

go tO\\ nrds tra' t•ling costs 

lNDEX CAMPUS 2 

and supplies, .. sophomore 
broadcast journalism major 
Ty Axson said. He is also 
sen ·ing as co-coordinator 
for this year's ASB. Axson 
said funclra ising is an ongo­
ing effort, in1ple1nented 
even after returning from 
New Orleans. 

Thanks to the coopera­
tion of V\' HUR. the Office of 
the President , the Office of 
Uni\'l'rsity Com1nunicat ion, 
Rl'sHlcncc Life and the Office 
of the Dean of the Chapel, 
there "ill be a radio-thon, 
"' Helping Hand," to increase 
t•ontrihut ions. 

~our goal in 'Helping 
ll nnd" is to raise ~50,000 
to con .. ~r the 500 students 
going.'' junior broadcast 
jou r11alis1n major Dchhie 
Origho. who is ,1lso ,1n .\SB 
t'o-roordinator. ~aid. For 12 
hours 1H•xt Sunday, \\' HUR 

will broadcast its regular 
programs, but with pub­
lic service announcements 
and periodic interviews 
with ASB coordinator~ stu­
dents affected by Hurricane 
Katrina, New Orleans 
natives, officials and politi­
cal leaders. 

The ASB Week consist­
ed of a poetry slam, a bene­
fit concert, two inforn1ation 
sessions and a movie night 
showcasing Spike Lee's 
"When the Levies Broke, .. 
which raised funds n1oving 
t he ASB com1nittee closer to 
its ~oal. 

According to fresh1nan 
music education n1ajor 
Quanice Floyd, the fundrais­
ing chair in charge of stu­
dent donations, ASB \\'eek 
raised tnore than S.,oo. 

Donation letters have 
been sent out to local busi-

ness owners and corporate 
sponsors, including Wal­
Mart and Target, asking for 
contributions in any form 
towards the mid-March 
trip. 

The hundreds of stu­
dents who plan to t ravel to 
New Orleans are making the 
trip free of charge. Students 
on the ASB fundra ising com­
mittee are actively raising 
funds to lessen the amount 
of money coming from the 
University, which is ulti­
n1a tely the sponsor for this 
tr ip. 

Cedric Louiseau, a co­
coordinator of NAACP's New 
Orleans effort, said that the 
group has received dona­
tions from several donors. 
He said that NAACP is try­
ing to raise S10,ooo for the 

See ASB. Page 3 

HUSA's Blacks 
in Wax Museum 
Friday the Armour J . Blackbum Center played 
host to HUSA's rendition of Baltimore·s Black 
Wax Museum. Unlike the original, the figures In 
this museum were not wax. Instead, students 
like Matthew Manning (left) portrayed historic 
African Americans. As students stood still from 
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. with minor breaks. they 
were viewed by visiting elementary school stu­
dents who were guided through the Blackbum 
Center and g iven a brief history of each African 
American. Some Individuals represented were 
Martin Luther King Jr., Rosa Parks and Frederick 
Douglass. In addition to this array of historic 
figures, there was a Divine Nine display which 
Included f ounders of three prominent Greek 
organizations on campus. Each founder was 

._, .... . _....., .._ played by a member of Its organization. 

BUSl~ESS & TECHNOlOGY SPORiS 5 llfE & Srn.:E 

\\.1W\v.THEIBLLTOPONLINE COM 

MON, 2/26 
a.ouDY 

TUES, 2/ 27 
MOSTl Y CLOUDY 

3H 48 (}h 2 Cl ~r:Jh 33 

Jennifer Hudson won the Best Supporting Actress 
award for her role as Effie In the movie "Dreamglrls." 

Blacks Win Big at 
the 79th Annual 
Oscar Awards 
BY MERCIA WILLIAMS­
MURRAY 
Hilltop Staff Wnter 

Last night marked a 
night of accomplishment 
for black entertainers in 
Hollywood. Black actors 
and artists have made 
an impact on the silver 
screen, particularly over 
the course of the last 
year. 

Representing the 
country of Benin, Djimon 
Hounsou, who starred 
in "Gladiator" and 
"Amistad," graced the 
red carpet as he basked 
in the glory of his best 
supporting actor nomina­
tion for the movie "Blood 
Diamond." Hounsou was 
previously nominated in 
2004 for "In America," 
and is the first black 
African to earn an Oscar 
nomination. 

One commentator 
repeatedly referred to 
two-time nominee Will 
Smith, his wife Jada 
Pinkett Smith and their 
son Jaden as the first 
family of Hollywood dur­
ing the course of a red 
carpet interview. 

Several other 
esteemed black actors 
made appearances such 
as presenter Queen 
Latifah. Jaden Smith 
presented an award with 
another young star, sup­
porting actress nominee 
Abigail Breslin. 

Both Hounsou and 
comedian Eddie Murphy 
were 1n the supporting 
actor category, but both 
lost to acting veteran 
Alan Arkin. 

To no one's sur­
prise, the multi-talented 
Jennifer Hudson took 
home the Oscar for best 
supporting actress for 
her portrayal of Effie 
in the musical drama 
Dr gir 

On stag , Hudson 
ho~-ed a great deal of 

emotion as she thanked 

6 

• 

God, her family, the 
Acaden1y and her cast­
mates . 

Along with castmates 
Beyonce Knowles, Anika 
Noni Rose and Keith 
Washington, Hudson per­
formed a few songs from 
the film "Dreamgirls." 

"Dreamgi rls" received 
quite a bit of attention 
at the Oscars with three 
nominations that includ­
ed a win for best sound 
mixing. 

Black actors set a 
record this year with five 
nominations in ma1or 
categories. 

Before last night, 
only eight black people 
had won Oscars in major 
categories. They include 
Hattie McDaniel (1939), 
Sidney Poitier (1963), 
Louis Gossett Jr. (1982), 
Denzel Washington 
(1989 and 2002), Whoopi 
Goldberg (1990), Cuba 
Gooding Jr. (1990), Halle 
Berry (2002) and Jaime 
Foxx (2004). 

In 2002, Berry 
became the first black 
woman to win for lead­
ing actress. That same 
year, Washington won in 
the leading actor catego­
ry and became the first 
black man to do so in 
nearly four decades. 

0-.·er the years, there 
has been a steady number 
of black nominees at the 
Academy Awards, includ­
ing Morgan Freeman, 
Terrence Ho~-ard and 
Angela Bassett. \Vhile the 
number of black Oscar 
nominees has increased 
gradually, the number of 
winners has been slow to 
catch up. 

Another major cate­
gory was the best actor in 
a lead role, which nomi­
nated two black actors, 
Forest Whitaker and Will 
SmJth. Whitaker won the 
award for his portrayal 
of Idi Amin in "'1'be Last 
King of Scotland.~ 
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