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BREAKING NEWS
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VILSACK JOINS THE PRESIDENTIAL RACE

TOM VILSACK, WHO IS ENDING HIS TENURE AS GOVERNOR OF
IOViA, IS THE FIRST DEMOCRAT TO OFFEICIALLY JOIN THE 2008
PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN, ACCORDING TO THENEW YORK TIMES

PAPER-WIDE COVERAGE

WORLD AIDS DAY: 25 YEARS OF HIV/AIDS

ALL OVER THE HILLTOP, WE ARE COVERING WORLD AIDS DAY,
HOW THE AIDS EPIDEMIC 1S AFFECTING THE BLACK COMMU-
NITY, AND WHAT YOU GAN DOABOUT THE ISSUE.
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Howard Hospital Continues HIV Screening Campaign

BY MERCIA WILLIAMS-MURRAY
Hilltop Staff Wnter

Howard University Hospital
made history a little over a month
ago when it became the first hospi-
tal to begin a routine HIV sereening
campaign.

Now, on World AIDS Day, the
hospital reports that the campaign
has been successful thus far and that
the program is steadily growing.

Washington, D.C. has the highest
rate of HIV infection in the nation.
Dr. Celia J. Maxwell, the director of
the campaign and the assistanl vice
president of health sciences at HUH,
says the rate is “higher than some
developing countries and African
nations.”

Adding the fact that the major-
ity of new cases affect the African-
American community, it is important
that people from both demograph-
ics, Washington D.C. and minorities,
have simple testing readily avail-
able.

Terassa Johnson, the program
manager for the Comprehensive

AlIDS  Testing
Initiative
{CATIL) and
Kahina
Robinson, the
program  coors
dinator of the
HUH HIV/
AIDS routine
screen cain-
paign, both
reportthatboth
the Howard
University
community
and the resi-
dents of the
Washington,
D.C. area have
really taken to
the campaign.

hospital  and
then come back
for theirresults
rather than sit-
ting  -around
waiting.
Robinson
says that peo-
ple’ from ages
16 to 84 have
been getting
tested for the
virus.
Johnson
said that the
campaign
serves the tri-
state area; so
people  from
Maryvland and

e Virginia. have

Johnson Ona daily basis, about 30 people are tested for HIV at Howard University been getting
zaid that Hospital since the medical facility began its routine screening campaign. tested as well.

patients have Robinson

been respond-
ing very well, and while the num-
ber of people tested varies daily, 30
people is the average,

The test is quick and completely

anonymous. It takes 20 minutes to
receive the test results. Johnson satd
that patients can take the test, go to
their appointment elsewhere in the

BY TRAVER RIGGINS
Hiftlop Staff Wiiter

With the semester drawing to
n' close, students hind themselves
able to reflect on their experiences
arnund campts, including those
i | campus police,
'i-rﬂ bmdmst juur—

I li"ﬁh

-ﬁbregfmhﬁ"uf ﬂie schoal year and
has held on to his not so sunny
disposition toward campus police.
He feels that they are inapproach-
able and sleep all the time,

Not everyone shares Gray's
sentiments. Ajit Arval, a junior
biology major, has lived In the
&lm::ﬂ:umr ared; }:nuwn fur in

‘Campus Police Fix Security Issues

and Johnson
say that both hospital personnel and
Howard students have taken advan-
tage of the guick and easy testing
also,

Johnson adds that people have
been enjoving the program, and
some people have brought in their
spotses 50 that they could get tested
together.

The program has a bilingual
counselor to cater to the Hispanic
community. Johnson says that this is
important. The counselor can answer
questions, explain things and pro-
vide necessary supporl lo Spanish-
speaking persans.

According 1o Johnson, the
Department of Health is.doing very
well with supplying the hospital with
testing kitsand OraSure Technologies
has been assisting in training hospi-
tal personnel to administer the tests,

Robinson said that she and her
colleagues are steadily expanding the
program in an attempt to get maore
people to get lested for HIV.

Today, on World AIDS Day,
HUH will continue to do what it
has been doing—working to inform
members of the community about
the AIDS pandemic and their HIV/
A1DS status and providing support.

amm “at the

especially high erime rate com-
pared to the rest of campus, since
his freshman year.

“It's gotten a lqt better. T've
seen changes they've made since
freshman year,” he said. “"Now
campus police has more officers

'\r{snhlu b}: Slowe and Carver,”

e said that pl'e»muaiy it

;wmlti m&ﬁi stroke of Tuck th sec

un officer posted by the elemen-
tary school at 3" and Elm streets,
but now there is one present on a
regular basis.

These changes are part of a
mission the eampus police depart-
ment embarked on as of June 25
of 1lis year,

"We. de‘cide:.l wc! wantéd’ o
A
g - -

Pl ek

Q’ﬁnpua Police Chief Thomas said campus police are trying to coun-
lhmrl!tn negative impression some students have of the department.

change the operational make up of
the campus police department and
move from what was a random
reactionary method to a directed
proactive response,” said Campus
Police Chief Lawrence Thomas.

Campus_police have decided
to g0 about this task by establish-
iug posts inthe two service areas
that divide the eampus te increase*
préserice and ennb]‘fsh familiarity
with the students, faculty and staff
in those areas.

Officer K. Keene said that
being visible helps create a line
of trust that will encourage stu-
dents to conte to him and share

‘any problems they may have.

'Fhere are six posts established'
‘over the North, which includes
College Stréel to Harvard Street
and East Campus, and South,
which ineludes West Campus and
all of campus south of College
Street.

The posts are al Gresham,
Georgia Avenue and Girard, the

4" Streel gate, the main gate, 3"
and Elm streets and the Howard
University Hasplt:rl parking

‘entrances. All posts-have 24-hour

patrol, except for Georgia Avenue
and Girard which has an officer
present from 4 p.m. to 8 a.m,

In addition to these posts
there are officers on duty in the
Howard University Towers area,
Meridian Hall, as well as the Law
and Divinity schools. Officers in

See FOLICE, A3

File Phata

The Howard University basketball team will be experiencing more hype
from the crowds as they play agalnst HU's well known rival, Hampton.

The Mecca Rocks The
Big Apple Classic in NYC

BY NICOLE BAILEY
Contrbuting Writer events sel to resemble o eollegiate vors. o
sion of the NBA's All-Star Weekend,
Events begin Nov. 30 and continue
untl Dec. 3, the double header will be
Dec. 2,

Heoward enters thefirst conference
game with:a record of 3-3, compared to
Hampton who hag lost five consecutive
contests and are =6 overall, Senior
forward Darryl Hudson feels that the
team's confidence has continued to
build with each win.

“1 think we are prepared. We
have a couple of wins under our belt,"
Hudson said.

Howard's men's basketball team
will have the honor of playing in the
innugural Big Apple Classic being
held this weekend at Madison Square -
Garden in New York Citv: Howard will
be facing ‘off against its biggest rival,
Hampton University, tomorrow al 3
p.m. in Howard's first MEAC confer-
ence game of the vear.

The Big Apple Classic will feature
four historically black universities --
Howard and Hampton from the MEAC,
and Virginia Union and Bowie State of Head coach Gil Jackson is more
the CIAA who will tip off at 1 p.m. reserved heading into S;lturda} 5

This highly anticipated weekend ik
event is the first of planned annual See BASKETBALL, A3

Howard Gives a Hand in Fight Against HIV/AIDS Epidemic

BY EBONI FARMER
Hilltog Staff Wiiter

According to a White House
report, there are over 877,000 peo-

ple infected with ATDS in the United.

States and 42 million infected world-
wide,

The District of Columbia Health
Department has reported that there
is an AIDS population of 14,950 to
27,000 in Washington, D.C.

Simone Moore, a representa-
tive from Us Helping Us, an AIDS
organization dedicated to helping
prevent the spreading of HIV/AIDS
in the Washington, D.C. community,
believes more needs lo be done in
order for the battle with" HIV/ATDS
to be won.

INDEX:  camPus 2

"Us Helping Us has seen more
people coming out to get tested, but
it isn't enough to get tested,” Moore
said. “People have to realize the risks
they are taking and become more
educated. Many people still think

AIDS is only transmitted through

Sex,

Moore said that the AIDS popu-
lation is coneentrated in places where
there is poor healthcare and educa-
tiomn.

Andrea Young, a junior broad-
cast journalism major, wants to make
an impact on the fight against AIDS,

“I get tested two times a year,

and 1 also urge my friends on the
importance of doing something so

simple. It's important that the future
leaders of the world understand that

NATION 8 WORLD 4

AIDS is a pandemie, and we can't just
sitand let it progress.”

In honor of World AIDS Day,
many students are participating in
the activities that are being presented
by campus organizations. The biggest
eventson campusare being held by the
African Student Association (ASA) in
conjunction with Community of AIDS
Activists for Equal Justice, Phi Sigma
Rho Sorority Inc., the Caribbean
Student Association, the Haitian
Student Association and the Howard
University Student Association.

Taofeek Siyanbola, the president
of ASA, is very passionate about
wanting Howard University to be
at the forefront of the fight against
AIDS.

"We want the fight to be uni-

SPORTS 7
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fied on campus, which is why all the
organizations on campus have come
under one umbrella,” Sivanbola said.

“The importance of World AIDS
Day is the same universally, to honor
those who lost their lives l}ecause of it
and to create global awareness.”

Senior biology major Kevin
Walker has attended the events held
on campus throughout the week.

“I attended the AIDS fundraiser
and the discussions in Blackburn. It
is nice to see students seeking sup-
port for something that has infected
too many people,” Walker said,

Walker also said that he believes
throughout the entire year, students
and student organizations at Howard
should be fundraising and fostering
awareness about AIDS,

“It effects the black community
more than any other. We have to set
the standards and be at the grass-
roots of the fight.”

Ramata Sangare, a freshman
pre-med major and ASA member,
hopes that all students come out to
the events being held today.

“The first stepin fighting AIDS is
coming out to learn more about it. No
one is safe against AIDS unless they
know how Lo prevent its spreading
and follow through with using absti-
nence or protection,” Sangare said.

There. will be a Tell Your Story
Night at 7 p.m: in the Blackburn
Digital Auditorium where people
who have been battling HIV/AIDS
will share their stories.

EDITORIALS & PERSPECTIVES 13
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Club 9:30 Allowed to Use West Towers Parking Lot

BY MERCIA WILLIAMS-MURRAY
Hifttop Statf Witer

Club 9:30, a nightclub and bar
located near the intersection of o™
and V streets, 15 a venue where adults
come to hear hve bands, socialize
and have a good time,

On most evenings and the week-
ends. the club has a crowd.

Since parking is limited in
the parking area behind the club,
many patrons park in the Howard
University parking lot behind the
West Towers.

Many people on Howard's cam-
pus and particularly residents oof
the Towers are not awarée that Club

Q:30's guedts have been using the
lol as a convenient alternative Lo the
spaces provided by the venue

Club 9:30's Web site says that

their parking lot is monitored and
run by club personnel
The fee to park in the lot 1s S10
and the site
nights.the lot fills up quickly. Guests
are given the opuon to purchase
parking tickets in advance along with
their cancert biekets
People who miss the
parking tickets

warns thal on busy

mema (o

arrive early and b

parking and shuttle operations at
Howard University, said that on
weekday evenings and the weekends.
all of Howard's lots are open.

his means that with or without
a permit, anyone can park on the
lots,

However, on weekdays between
8 a.m. and 6 p.m., parking without
a permit or special permission from
the appropriate officials is illegal and
will result in a ticket.

Smith also said that Howard

University does not rent out any
lot to anv business in the area. but
that Howard's 9" Street lot. which
is closer to the entertainment venue.
1% shared with Club g:30. Hé says
that Howard has a contract with the
business.
Armendariz, a Club
9:30 employee, savs that there are
70 parking spots in the g™ Street lot
that the venue rents from Howard
University

She also says that the club has
been renting from Howard for a few
years now. Back in 2002, Club 9:30
patrons had to pay $7 to parkin the
" Street lot.

The price is now $10, which
matches the fee of the club's own
lot.

Rebecea

the club.

However, patrons may De will-
ing to walk a few extra blocks from
the West Towers Lot if it means they
Can save S10.

This 1s especially true of eve-
nings #nd nights when the West
Towers lot §s gpen to evervone ynd
there is no nisk of getting a ticket or
being towed

= A

When there are concerts and
other events going an a! Club 9:30
there is usually a crowd

famed musi-

The e¢lub hosts

cians, such as Hoobastank, The
Smashing Pumpkins, The Beashe
Boys, Talhb Kweli, Nas and the poet
Sat)l Williams. Chicago-hased rap-
per Lupe Fiaseo will perform next
Tuesdav.

On nights when large crowds
are drawn to immense talent
Armendariz says that club patrons
will park almost anywhere.

“People do not care,” Armendaniz
said

As a Howard student, senior
print journalism major Joseph Gray
believes itis only fair that those who
tdon’t attend Howard pay for using
the University's parking lot.

“They should pay for using the
parking lot because Howard students

in advance often end up parking in

the West Towers Lot
Clifford Smith, the

director ol

The gth Street lot is more conve-
nient than the lot in the West Towers
since it is less than a block away from

should be
from Club 9:30,

have to pay, and I feel as if the action
reciprocated to people
" Gray said.

o
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Club 9:30 charges a fee to allow patrons to use Howard's Sth Street
lot, but many opt to park for free in the West Plaza Towers lot.

Health Center Urges All to
Take Free HIV/AIDS Test

BY TRAVER RIGGINS
Himags Stall Wenter

Eftorts to raise HIV/
AIDS awareness are soaring
today on World AIDS Day.
Education, prevention, treat-
ment and support are all
common discussion topics,
but the only way to apply
them to people's lives is for
peaple to know their HIV
status, That is where testing
makes its entrance.

According to a confi-
dential Hilltop survey of 108
random students, 61 percent
of the student body has been
tested for HIV/AIDS.

While 76 percent of those
tested say they did it because
they are sexually active,
according to the survey, stu-
dents had other motives as
well

Other reasons students
reported for getting tested
were to know their status,
which is a requirement for

ofrance into the service
academy and part of an
annual physical.

Cornelia  Harris, the
nssoclate director of sup-
port services at the Howard
University Student Health
Center, said that they are
pushing to have tests as a
part of everyone's regular
check-ups.

'-—-,—-'\-ﬁ ]
E -

“1 want to make sure I
don't have HIV and that way
if I'do, 1 could get it treated
early,” said Shana Green, a
sophomore biology major.

Harris thinks it is good
for people to know their sta-
Tus.

“The earlier that [a] per-
son knows [they are infect-
ed], the better the chances
are of keeping the viral load
low and living [longer] with
the virus,” she said.

Harris suggests that stu-
dents get tested at least twice
a year and The Hilltop sur-
vey shows that 65 percent of
students are getting tested at
least once a year.

Emmitt Charles, a fresh-
man finance major, gets test-
ed about once every three
months. :

He said he knows that
people can go two years
without experiencing symp-
toms of the disease and three
months without it being
detectable in someone’s sys-
tem.

1 figure if you get tested
every few months, you can
catch it in its early stages,”
Charles said.

‘He said that it makes
him nervous that people are
partieipating in risky behav-
iors like having unprotected
sex and not getting tested.

“There are too many

MEDICALARTS BUILDING

Fiw P

People often make numerous excuses for not getting
an HIV test, but the Health Center offers confidential
tests at no cost once a week from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

B e e R L L e T
THE HILLTOP

resources in America for peo-
ple to get tested and know
theirstatus, especially if they
are having unprotected sex,”
Charles said.

Some students sincere-
ly do not wish to be tested.
Some prefer the “ignorance is
bliss” mentality, saying that
they would rather not know
their status than have to deal
with the stress of knowing.

Freshman pre-pharmacy
major James Carter has not
been tested, but plans to take
advantage of the free testing
on campus today.

“That’s a good thing to
have the free testing,” he
said, “because people don't
have the money to go pay for
the tests.”

Charles is one of the 55
percent of underclassmen
who gets tested.

“Tm not  necessar-
ily setting an example. I'm
just doing what's regular,”
Charles said.

Green, who is the vice
president of the HIV/AIDS
awareness Live NOW cam-
paign and a member of the
Young Women of Color
Leadership Council through
Advocates for Youth, believes
that it is important for blacks
to get tested to keep the dis-
ease from spreading.

Green particularly
emphasizes that women
should be tested. According
to The Hilltop survey, 43
percent of Howard women
have not been tested for
HIV/AIDS.

sreen said that getting
tested is a way for women to
reclaim control of their bod-
ies after people take advan-
tage of them by doing things
like not using protection.

“Getting tested is taking
a stance to break the cycle of
abuse on their bodies,” she

HIV can be contracted several different ways, including through all forms of unprotected
x, blood transfusions and the transmission of the virus from the mother to the child.

Students Tell Personal

Effects of AIDS/HIV

BY EBONI FARMER
Hiltor Staff Winter

There is no way to look
at a person and tell whether
or not they have HIV/AIDS.
Sophomore nursing major
Nikki Clark can testify to
this because one of her clos-
est childhood friends was
HIV-positive and she had no
idea.

“She nevertold anyonein
schoal that she had HIV, not
even her close friends. She
always seemed to be healthy
and upbeat. It wasn't until
tenth grade when she had
gotten really sick and hadn't
been to school for weeks that
I found out,” Clark said.

Clark wanted to know
why her friend had not
been in school and had not
returned phone calls, so she
made a visit to her friend's
house.

“She lived with her aunt

said. because her mom had died.
Testing at the Student Her aunt actually sat me

Health Center is free and | down and told me my friend

confidential. Since it does | had HIV,” Clark said.

not inquire about a student’s
demographic  information,
the center is unable to con-
tribute to the statistics con-
versation

For students who were
unable to get tested over the
past week, the Student Health
Center offers free tests every
Wednesday between 10 a.m.
and 2 p.m _

Those interested can call
806-7550 or 806-9705 o
schedule an appointment.

Her friend’s aunt told
her that her friend had been
Iiving with HIV throughout
most of her life.

At first, Clark did not
understand how her friend.
who she had shared many
great memories with, could
be infected with HIV because

she was afraid to tell people
about having HIV because
she did not want to be reject-
ed or hurt,” Clark said.

“I asked her aunt why
she decided to tell me this
and she said because she
wasn't sure if my friend was
going to make it because her
body was rejecting the medi-
cation. I remember just cry-
ing when she said that.”

Clark said that telling
her friend’s story is impor-
tant as it greatly changed her
life.

“I honestly would not be

telling my friend’s story if

it did not have an impact

on my life. After she died,
everyone in the school found
out she had HIV and I just
wish I had known earlier.”
Clark said.

She added, “As a nurse,
I will be able to help people
by traveling the world and
helping those suffering from
AIDS who do not have many

resources.”

Clark hopes that people
realize the risks they are tak-
ing because her friend lost
her life due to another per-
son's mistakes.

Marcus Strickland, a
senior biology major, has a
different story to tell.

“Inthe African-Amencan
mmnnit}. talking about

she seemed <o healthy and = HIVJAIDS is not something

was not participating in
risky behavior.

“Her grandmother told
me she contracted the dis-
ease through birth and that

that always comes easy. |
think that is a major down-
ﬁn that needs to be correct-
ed,” Strickland said.
Strickland,

whose

brother is HIV-positive, is a
member of African Student
Association, as well as the
Howard University Red
Cross.

“My brother found out
he was HIV-positive when
he was 22. He's 28 now. He
has his good days and bad
days. He's on a lot of medi-
cation,” Strickland said.

Strickland said that his
brother takes nine pills a day
and if he happens to miss
one day, it could be detri-
mental to his health.

“I've seen him so weak
that he couldn’t walk or get
out of bed to use the bath-
room,” Strickland said.

The fact that his brother
has HIV was something that
Strickland’s parents could
not grapple with and did not
expect.

“Myparentswere embar-
rassed, 1 think because of
the stigmas that come along
with the disease. HIV/AIDS
is not a W disease
—~ it's a human disease.”

Strickland also said that
although he is not HIV-posi-
tive, it is a part of his life.

He also wishes that peo-
ple would take the pecessary
precautions to protect them-
seh'es because anyone can

isnota bur-
&bhm-ﬂl!ml mi:(;
take by having unprotect
sex. r:’“ﬂljf risk your life
for a moment of pleasure,
when the best pleasure
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Campus Police Continue to
Improve Campus Safety

Pollce, from A1

vehicles, riding scooters and
on fool are ako on patrol at all
times.

Al any given time, there are
usually aboul 24 to 28 officers
on aclive palrol, according lo
Themas. He added thal there are
tunes when officers are on leave
or other cireumstances that will
cause absences, but for the most
part a full staff ean be expected.

The changes that beganin
June are a part of a three-phise
plan to fulfill Thomas' vision for
the department to establish an
operation thal epitommzes safety,
service delivery and oulstanding
customer service characterized by
professionalism indress, demean-
or and performance. This is in
hopes of earning consideralion
for accredilation from nationally
recognized law enforcement com-
IMISSIONS.

Phase one of the process is 10
lay the foundation for ehange.

“We knew we would be
attempling to change the culfure
of the department and mindset
of the staff and antieipated that it
woukl be difficull,” Thomas said

Pliase btwo will begin in
January and emplasize a direcled
patrol based on incident reports,
Supendisaors  will give. wnillen
ustmuctions to  officers upon
which they musi reporl on at the

end of their daily tour of duty.

1Te third and final phase of
the change, according o Thomas.
15 1o have “modified campus-and
community onented polieing ™
This means. lo work with e
commmity anel 1o promole the
department’s main goal of ensur-
ing the general safety of the cam-
pus cormmunily,

As of now, there are hwo
wuversities o the aren with
pecredited  police:  departiments
— - Gegreetownt  and  George
Washington Universities Thomas
feel 1hal Howard becolmng
aceredited would be a significan!
accomplishment for e univer-
sity that would bring recognition,
financinl consideration for grants
ol overall self salisfaction.

“This is change and change 1s
nol automalic, TF the phases take
longer than anticipated, we're
going lo take longer to getil right.
We will still be providing safely
andd séeurity services Thomas
saicl

Thomas encourages students
who feel that they have found
themselves in a situation where
campus police are serving mnap-
proprintely to call lhe supervisor
on duly af 202- 430-1570.

He said thal the departinen|
deals with these incidences stern-
heand quickly with severe conse-
guences including removal

Keene said e fnkes il person-
ally when lie hears of his slacking
colleagues.

“They |students] look al me
arcl say you caused il.” he smd.
He encournges students o pul
their comploints in wriling, send
e-mails and alk to the Hilltop 1o
make sure they ane heard.

Jeflfery Fleming, a sopho-
more finance major, said even
though e does nol abvays feel
safe. he has been helped by cam-
pus: poliee and appreciates .
They intervened when Fleming
fell be wis being profiled by mel-
ropolitan police,

Acvording 1o Thomas, 8o
percen! of erimes occur with a
shudent walking alone in the dark.
He urges shlents to take the
shuttle to avoid thal situation.

Amval, & native  Dislriel
of Columbin resident, Ihinks
thal students should lake more
responsibility for thetr saifely

“Its mever  fanoys when
something happens to a Howard
stucent,” he sapd, = buat al the
same lime most cses could be
prevented if proper precautions
were lnken”

He kel “Living in an
area like ths where vou have o
look out for voursell & part of the
Howard experience.”

Howard Plays Hampton at
Madison Square Garden

BASKETBALL, from &1

game.

“You have 10 éxecule what
you do, thal [Madison Square
Gun.]en] is such a high profile
stage for basketball” Jackson
saidl

Wihile he believes in his
team, Jackson remains cautious,
adding that “there will be a rer-
tam amount of slippuge becanse
of the high profike.”

Senior shooling guard Darck
Mitchell shares his coach's senti-
menl.

“We are preparing everyday,
like today was a real hord prac-
tice, mentally, Our coach is'trying
toget us prepared,” Mitchell saic.
“We haven'l beaten them in four
vears 0 hie s Irving to prepare us
for that mentally.”

Becnise of the uniqueness of
the game, Jackson plans to star
his five seniors. Milehell was gl
o relurmn to the starting lineup,
but said that he will not approach
the game any differenth:.

“1 feel prepared. started last

year when we played Hmnpmn
Its really no differen! lo me”
Mitehell said.

Jackson and his: team
are exciled aboul playing
Madison Square Garden, a venue
that he deseribed as the “Meeca
of basketball.™

Eugene Myall, a sophomore
guard/forward,  said,  “We're
exeited. We ve never playedin an
arena like that”

Myall, a native of
Philadelphia, has some personal
history with the Garden. The
arena is bes!t known as the home
of one of baskeiball's most storied
franchises, the New York Knicks.
Myatl was able o see e lenmn
play there live.

Hudson hos pever:been. o
Ibe Garden or New York Ciby
however, lie s just a8 angous 1o
visil.

“I'in really. looking forward
to it. It's a greal enviconment o
play in, I hear” Hudson said
“New York is a great place, and
the fans are really knowledgeable
aboul the game.”

Jackson has alko had the
opportunily o both coach and
play inthe Garden.

“1¥s onie of my favorite places
1o play. Forlunately when Iwas
al University of Pennsylvanin, T

plaved aboul five fimes,” Jackson
saitl "I like plaving the Garden.
IF's a great place o play. If's a fun
place for me, and 1 think it's a
great college experience.”

While the rivalry between
Howard and Hampton during
foolball season is widely recog-
nized. baskelball & sometimes
overlookedl However, the leam
feels that it is just as big as fool-
ball,

“1¥'s a big rivalre. The hwva
mujor sporls are foolball and
basketball, so anvtime lhere is
a HowankHampton gune, 1
feel there s 1he sonemmount of
b, ™ s E lnedson

“It's on the snme lovel [as
football],” Mitchell smd  “It's
about two sehools, Bothy HLTs, T's
about who s the better HUL 1S
always real packed in the grms”

Jackson leoks fonvard to the
cotnpetition in the game, bul con-
tinves 1o emphaisee the impor-
tance of each individual game.

“We locus on Howartl, we
trv 1o play lhe best we can play,
Thal's whal we camelo do.”
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Web Site Connects People with HIV/AIDS

BY TASHIRA WALKER
Hilllop Staff Writer

“AIDS is not a death sentence.
AIDS is a call to aliveness,” is one of
the first things a viewer will see as they
‘access The Positive Connection, a free
anline dating Web site geared toward
informing, educating and bringing
together people with HIV/AIDS.

Based out of South Africa. The
Positive Connection is the brainchild
of Ben Sassman, who created the site
in Sept. 2003.

"My wife and 1 both have friends
who are HIV-positive and they find it
hard to disclose their status to their
respective dates, and in this way 1 felt
starting an online dating service for
people hiving with HIV/AIDS would
eliminate the stress and emotional dif-
ficulty of disclosing your status to your
partner,” Sassman said on the Web
site’s About Us page.

The Web site not only caters to the
romantic desires of people living with
HIV/AIDS, but also serves to educate
visitors about these diseases.

"I think this particular Web site
15 good because it not only provides a
social otitlet, but it is educational and
informative, not just another Match.
c¢om,” said Larry Bryant, the national
field organizer for Housing Works, a
nonprofit community-based organi-
zation that provides housing, health
care and other vital services to home-
less New Yorkers living with HIV and
AlDS.

Bryant, 39, has been living with
HIV for nearly 21 vears. He has wil
nessed firsthand the difficulty a per-
son with HIV has when looking for
love, especially with people who are

not infected.

“Sometimes there is a psyvcholog-
ical barrier for those that are posi-
tive because they are not comfortable
exposing their status and with those
who are negative, they are not willing
or not ready and tend to think it is too
dangerous, impossible and unsafe,”
Bryant said.

Web sites like "The Positive
Connection offer those who are HIV-
positive a comfort zone in which to
seek others who are just like them
without the hesitancy involved with
revealing their status,

However, Bryant suggests that the
Web site not limit itself to only match-
ing HIV-pesitive individuals with oth-
ers that are also HIV-positive,

“A positive persan should not feel
that they have to limit themselves.
You should be able to fall in love with
whomever you fall in love with,” says
Bryant.

Howard students also welcome the
idea of a Web site like The Positive
Connection.

"I think it's beneficial to those liv-
ing with HIV or AIDS and not only for
a relationship but as a support sys-
tem and [for the ability] to find others
who understand what that individual
18 going through,” said Jason Jefirey,

a senior clinical laboratory sciene
major ;

Legal  communications majo
Diana Banks agrees with Bryant's
statement that people living with HIV/
AIDS should not have to limit their
romantic options.

“I understand that the Web site
is a good way for people to open up
and find others they relate to, but love
has no disease type—you fall in love
with whomever, If a person is positive,

%‘*

” FREE ONLINE

-

FEOPLE LIVING
WITH
HIV JAIDS

Phodo Courtesy of waww firdierooam

Like a growing number of tailored online dating sites, The Positive
Connection gives people with a common plight a chance to connect.

whoever falls in love with that person
should be able to deal with it and help
them cope,” she said.

Not only does The Positive
Connection bring people together,
but it also allows members to contact
each other outside of the Internet for
a fee. Ten percent of the proceeds go
toward a different HIV/AIDS charity
each month.

‘I felt as a company 1 would be
very successful and I should give back
to the community who is facing the
longest and hardest battle,” Sassman
said on the Web site.

Outside of the online dating sites,
there are plenty of ways for those liv-
ing with HIV/AIDS to unite with each
other for love, companionship and
friendship.

“People use the Internet as a barri-
er because it gives them the Clark Kent
to Superman identity. But I say just go
outside and meet people,” Bryant said.

Peer and support groups are other
alternatives for meeting people with the
disease. The Web site, www.theposi-
tiveconnection.co.za, can be accessed
from any country, and anyone can reg-
ister as a member.

The History of HIV/AIDS

BY NICOLE M. BAILEY

Contnbuting Writer

Today, AIDS accounts for about 2.9
million deaths annually, more than any
previously reported year. An estimated
369.5 million people are living with HIV.
Of that total, 4.3 million were infected
this year, according to a recent World
Health Organization (WHO) study.

According to CNN.com, on June 5
1981, the Centers for Disease Con
and Prevention (CDC) published é
notice on page two of its Morbidity
and Mortality Weekly Report about a
strange outbreak of killer pneumonia.
From that obscure beginning, AIDS
grew into the public health disaster of
our time, a global phenomenon that
|has tested social, cultural, religious and
scientific beliefs.

The first identified cases of AIDS
were in homosexual men in the US.,
which caused the disease to be named
Gay-Related Immune Deficiency,

However, research later proved
that the disease has been in existence
for many years. Further analysis of a
blood sample of a Bantu man who died
of an inexplicable illness in the Belgian
Conge in 1959 found him to be the
first confirmed case of an HIV infec-
tion, according to The History of AIDS
Web site.

Over 20 years after its discovery,
AIDS research has vielded expensive
drug cocktail therapies, but no cure or
vaccine to date.

Encarta.com states, “In the rela-
tively short time since the disease was
first recognized, new methods to treat
the disease have developed rapidly.

“Health care professionals focus
on three areas of therapy for people
living with the HIV infection
or AIDS: antiretroviral thera-

py using drugs that suppress
HIV replication; medications
and other treatments that fight
the opportunistic infections
and cancers that commonly
accompany HIV infection: and
support mechanisms that help
people deal with the emotional

as well as the

_ considerations of liv-

ing with a disabling. potentially
fatal disease.”

Encarta.com reports that
in the U.S., about 40,000 new
HIV infections occur each
vear. Although blacks make
up only 13 percent of the US
population, they represent :
percent of the new HIV infec
tions. Hispanics, who represen
approximately 12 percent of
population, account for 10
cent of the new infections.

AIDS is the number one
cause of death among blacks
aged 25 to 44, according to
the CDC.

CNN.com reports,

“Thirty percent of gay black men in
their 20’s are infected with HIV, com-
pared to 7 percent of white gay men,

according to a recent CDC study of six ||

large U.S. cities.”

The study also found black women
to be 20 times more susceptible to con-
tracting the virus than white women. In
1999, black youths aged 13 to 10 vears
old aceounted for more than 60 percent
_of AIDS cases reported.

Though cases of the disease have
been documented in every country of
the world, certain nations have been hit
a lot harder than others.

Relatively poor developing coun-
tries house more than 95 percent of all
HIV-infected people.

“In these areas, the disease has
sapped the populations of young men
and women who form the foundation of
the labor force,” according to Encarta,
com. Killing most individuals while in
the peak of their reproductive years,
the disease has also drastically altered
population levels,

Encarta.com also reports that “the
epidemic has overwhelmed health
care systems, increased the number
of orphans worldwide and caused life
expectancy rates to plommet.”

These problems are mostly plagu-
ing parts of the world that are “already
burdened by war, pelitical upheaval or
unrelenting poverty.”

Overall, researchers predict that in
three decades, the causes of global mor-
tality will be strikingly similar world-
wide — apart from the prevalence of
AIDS in poorer countries. Most people
will live longer lives and die of nonin-
tectious diseases, such as cardiovascu-
lar disease, stroke and cancer, accord-
ing to CNN.com.

Paoie Usertiess of www Srtcosstprade som

The red ribbon is worn to foster aware-
ness about the killer of 25 miilion people.
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AIDS patients in Africa depend on the help of American aid to survive.

Americans Urged to
Aid Nations of Africa

BY TASHIRA WALKER
Hiiltop Staff Writer

Genocide, AIDS, poverty, poor
health care and debt are some of the
problems plaguing Africa today. For
those living in the U.S. and other
countries around the globe, the media
shapes perceptions of the turmail that
oceurs on the continent.

With national headlines publiciz-
ing adoptions of African children and
the AIDS epidemic in Africa, the world
is seeing efforts to save the continent
from poverty, disease and war.

While no concrete solution for all
the issues facing Africa exists, some
believe there are still ways to lend a
helping hand.

“If people have the means to help
those in Africa, they really shounld. It's
not a scam what i1s shown on TV, it's
reality and should be taken serious-
ly,” said junior international business
major Michelle Adabla.

Adabla is from Ghana, where the
condition of the people, the economy
and the land is dire.

“In Ghana, we have a lot of pov-
erty. You are either really rich or really
poor, and we do not have a tax system
to help others, so the rich get richer
and the poor get poorer,” Adabla sawd.

There are many organizations
devoted to the development of Africa.
Africa Action is the oldest Afncan
activism organization in the US. Its
involvement includes three campaigns
concerned with stopping genocide,
AIDS and canceling Africa’s debt.

“Our mission is toend global apart-
heid in general,” said Diana Duarte, &
program associate for Africa Action.

Dr. Wilfred L. David, an African
studies professor, said that although
the general view of Africa often reflects
its weaknesses, there are many posi-
tive aspects of the continent that go
unnoticed.

“The perception is that Africa is a
lost continent and does not make much
progress, but in fact, the people there

THE HILLTOP

are very optimistic about the future,”
David said.

David, who has visited Africa on
many occasions, believes that because
of the resources the U.S. has, there
should be a direct link between the
black community and the people of
Africa to provide them with aid.

“There should be a HBCU pro-
gram equivalent to that of the Peace
Corps that would have students go to
Africa and spend a year there giving
service,” David said. “Also, Americans
spend all of their money on consumer
goods, but rarely spend that money on
African-made goods that are available.
The black consuming power should be
channeled into Africa.”

With the problems in Africa seem-
ingly increasing, the question remains
as to why Africa suffers so greatly in
comparison to other areas. Experts say
it is hard to pinpoint the exact reason
because there are so many factors con-
tributing to Africa’s troubles.

“Africa was once very successful,
but it is in modern history we see
the large poverty problem, the lack
of food security, health care issues,
gender inequality and conflict,” said
Michaela Newnham, a communica-
tions and marketing specialist at the
African Development Foundation.

The Foundation works on behalf of
the American people ta deliver direct
financial support to African enter-
prises and community-based organi-
zations. According to its Web site, the
Foundation has spent more than 20
years providing grassroots groups and
individuals in Africa with the resources
thev need to advance their own efforts
to promote economic and social devel-
opment.

“The  African _ Development
Foundation is helping to make a dif-
ference,” Newnham said. “We believe
in empowering the people of Africa,
promoting entrepreneurship and giv-
ing the assistance they need to be nur-
tured.”
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1959
Amﬁ#hﬁnw

rare Cancer, Kupoifs m
are reported by doctors in Los
Angeles and New York amang gay
Control and Prevention (CDC) in
theu.q.pubﬁshmdﬂnm-

Acquired  ImmunoDeficiency
Syndrome or AIDS. The CDC calls
it an epidemic, Fourteen nations
repurtAIDSm = N

1983

Researchers l.tm'ler I}r
Luc Montagnier at the Pasteur
Institute in France isolate a ret-
rovirus they call lymphadenopha-
thy-associated virus (LAV), which
will be identified as the cause of
AIDS. AIDS is reported in 33
countries,

1984
The US. government
announces that Dr. Robert Gallo

at the federal National Cancer
Institute has isolated a virus
called HTLV-II1 that causes
AIDS, Later, it is determiined that
LAV and HTLV-III are the same
virus; an international commit-
mwhnwnﬂuﬂm
I sncy Virus, HIV.

The US. Department of
Health and Human Services pre-
dicts that an ATDS vaccine will be
ready for human testing within

two vears.

Gaetan Dugas, known by
AIDS researchers as “patient
zero,” dies. The Canadian flight
atmndantvmsﬁnhﬁ&muﬂm

estimates ﬂaatﬂiea:hﬁi number
ufmwldiﬁdeﬁnmejurm
much higher, between ion;ano
and 150,000.

1991

Basketball star  Earvin
“Magic” Johnson announces that
he is infected with HIV and retires
topmnteh[ﬂ&mm _




ADVERTISEMENT | 5

Are you a -
student with
a disability?

Are you
looking for a
paid summer
internshipy?

Would you
like to have

a network
that will open

corporate
doors for

you?

Emerging Leaders is a program of

the National Business & Disability

Council, created and funded by Booz

Allen Hamilton. Special outreach to

students attending Historically Black : oy |

Colleges and Universities is made o F 5 Internship and leadefship program

possible through a grant from the s : o
Johnson Scholarship Foundation. for students with disabilities

To learn more about the Emerging Leaders program
and to see ifyou qualify, visit our website at
www.emerging-leaders.com.

Application deadline is December 31, 2006.

AENY National Business
., /) & Disability Council

a JOHNSON SCHOLARSHIP
FOUNDATION

Booz | Allen | Hamilton
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December b - December 21

December 6 - 8, Wed. - Fri., 9:30 - 5:00
December 11-15,  Mon. - Fri, - 9:30 - 5:00
December 18-20, - Mon. - Wed,, 9:30 - 5:00
December 21, Thurs., 9:30- NOON

LAW SCHOOL BUYBACK:

Thurs., -Dec. 7, 10:30 - 2:00
Wed., Dec. 13, 10:30 - 2:00

Photo |.D. Required

\We buy all books having resale value. In addition, books on retail list may receive up to 50% of purchased
price. To view our “50% at Buyhack™ list, please visit www.bookstore.howard.edu/Texthooks/BuybackListhtm.
If you don't see your book on the retail list, please ask your professor, we may not have received anadoption.
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NBA Players Frustrated by Rule Changes

BY RODNEY D. YOUNG
Confributing Wiifer

On Oct, 17, 2005, the National

Basketball Association (NBA) became
Ahe first professional sport league in
‘history'to employ a dress code for all
players. Now, the NBA has switched
to a new ball despite complaints from
many of Lthe league’s top players such

as Shaguille O'Neal, LeBron James
and Steve Nash, among others.

The players have complamed
that the ball is too sticky when it
is dry and handles differently when
dribbling onthe court, Despitetheir
complaints, Commissioner David
Stern has stated that the ball will
continue to be used.

Sincethe Detroit Pistons-Indiana

il =
Phown Couriesy of ww s, mande meelia L mas com

LeBron James of the Cleveland Cavaliers has been one of many
high-profile NBA players complaining about the new ball this year.

Pacers brawl on Nov. 19, 2004 at the
Palace of Auburn: Hills, Mich:, the
NBA and Stern have guickly tried
to improve the image of the league.
Prior to the brawl, many fans and
media personnel have been critical of
the professionalism that basketball
players have displaved on and off the
court.

“The NBA is handling the actions
of the players too lightly instead
of making an example out of them
when' they are out of line," said
sophomore finance major Rohan
Rurgher.

In response to the brawl, the
league suspended then-Pacers for-
ward Ron Artest for the rest of the
2004-2005 scason, fotaling 73
games. Eight other players were
suspended for more than a total of
70 games for their involvement in
the incident.

Though NBA-related incidents
have been less prevalent since the
brawl, some fans have complained
that the games have become bor-
ing.

“The NBA has become too lack-
adaisical mow with all of the new
rules and strict referees who aren't
allowing the players to play. The
crowds atthe games now are not as
large as they were about a decade
ago,” said Christina Burton, a soph-
omore print journalism major.

With the NBA trying to improve
its image as of late, players have
been forced to adhere to new mea-
sures from the league’s offices more
so than any of the other major pro-
fessional sports leagues.

“1 think the NBA has taken

things to extreme measures, espe-
cially with the dress code being
enforced so strictly,” snid sophomore
computer engineering major lsaac
Collins.

According to. www.nba.com, all
players must be dressed in busingss
attire before and after seheduled
games. Players must also be in busi-
ness altire in the event that they are
conducting any business associated
with the NBA, such as press confer-
ences and charity events,

By implementing the dress code,
the NBA believes that more revenue
will be acquired because players will
bye vigwed by fans as more business-
like.

~'Many of the league’s superstars,
suchas Allen Iversonrand Paul Pierce
have voiced their concerns about the
dress code.

“In a way, I think [the code],
kind of is [racist],” Pierce said last
year. "When 1 saw the rule that you
can't wear chains [I thought it was].
That's just part of our culture when
we wear the chains and the hip-hop
gearand the throwback jerseys.”

As for the purpose of the new’

hus]-.ethall which is manofactured
by Spalding; the league has claimed
that the new design and material is
intended to give players a better grip
and feel for the ball.

“If the purpose of the NBA ball
is to help enhanee the game then I
believe it 15 a good idea. However,
NBA players are already uncomfort-
able with the new rules and restric-
tions that are put on them and
many don’t like the new ball,” said
sophomore architect major Alan
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Hampton
@ Madison Square Garden
(NY)

3 p.m.
*Big Apple Classic
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Henderson.

Despite the unwanted changes
made by league officials and criti-
cism from plavers, the NBA has
moved forward. With the 2006-2007
season just getting underway, only
time will tell how things will shake
up this year,

BY ELLIOTT JONES
Spovis Edifor

My pick: Anyone

who

hasnt seen

BY CARYN GRANT

Carolina returns four starters that were on

SEC Title Game: No. 4 Florida vs.
No. 8 Arkansas, Sat. @ 6 p.m. — CBS

Year after year, the Southeastern
Conference is arguably the best division in
college football, and the 2006 season was no
exception, :

The Conference currently has five teams
in the AP’s top 20, more than any of the other
major conferences. Additionally, Florida has
a slight chance to earn a bid into the Bowl
Championship Series Title Game wilh a win,
though it will need a lot of help from other
teams for that scenario to play out.

Both teams enter the contest with confer-
ence pecords of 7-1, but Florida holds a4 slim
advantage with an 11-1 overall record, while
the Ruzorbacks ure 10-2.

The difference between the teams is that
while the Gators have only one slip-up this
year, at No. 11 Auburn, they haven't really
picked up a signature win this season.

Arkansas can make that claim, however,
defeating the same Auburn team when they
ranked second in the nation.

The winner of this game will have a legiti-
mate claim for a title game bid, but the out-
come remains to be seen.

Arkansas’ unorthodox offense this year will be
in for a surprise: watching a running back take
direct snaps, option plays that go in two diree-
tions and not one huddle all game, trust me.

But Florida, led by senior guarterback
Cliris Leak, have bheen to the championship
before, and that experience will carry them to
victory.

Gators by seven.

1lirkn Comrteny ol wes.al hbonsporissom
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No. 4 Tennessee vs. No. 2 North
Carolina, Sun, @ 8 p.m. — ESPN

In last year's NCAA Tournament, Ivory
Latta and the Lady Tar Heels knocked Coach
Pat Summitt's Lady Vols out of the regiona!
finals with a 75-63 win. After leading North
Carolina to a national title in 2004-05, and
being selected as National Plaver of the Year
last season, Latta is back for her senior sea-
son. Sophomore stand-out Candaee Parker,
however, has also led her team to an unde-
feated record so far this year,

UNC iz coming off of a 103-48, thrash-
ing of eross-town UNC Greenshoro. The win
was the sixth time the Heels have defeated an
opponent by 50 or moré points. Tennessee,
on the other hand, has had a few closer
decisions, their last being & 71-50 win over
Louisiana Tech.

In last year's contest, the Lady Vols fell
behind early and struggled to catch up before
they simply ran out of gas. ‘The Tar Heels
came close to repeating a national title, but
fell to Maryland in the title game.

Tour of Tennessee's slarters are return-
ing from last season with freshman Cait
MecMahan rounding aut the bunch. North

that championship team two years ago.

My Pick: Neither team has faced o strong
opponent this year, which will be the case for
much of the season. The heart, determina-
tion and experience of Latta and the Lady
Tar Heels, however, will push North Carolina
over Tennessee in what promises to be an
exciting game,

Tar Heels by nine,

Pl Uparpfism sl o nom s o

Student Opinions Vary on Student Athletes’ “Benefits”

BY JANAY WILSON
Confribuling Writer

The life of an athlete is appeal-
ing to most students. Student ath-
letes are fabled to receive more
benefits than the average student,
like getting to pick their classes and
houzing first and winning presti-
gious athletic scholarships. Some
athletes get to pick their room-
mates, as well as get their off-cam-
pus housing paid for.

Alsp, the Howard University
Bookstore allows athletes to pur-
chase their books for a period of
three days before anyone else.
Athletes hdve special advisors and
“access to free tutors to ensure that
thev graduate on time.

Some students, like sophomore
psychology major Edson Breedy,
believe these benefits may be a bit
much.

“l don’t think they deserve
all these benefits because they
don't achieve enough athletically,”
Breedy says. "If they won more,
then maybe they should receive
those benefits"

Freshman legal communica-
tions major and football plaver
Maurice Cheeks does not think that
athletes get anything significantly
different from average students.

“I think the best [benefit] is

the free tutoring,” Cheeks says.
“Sometimes it's easy to fall behind
on our academics because when
other students have time after elass
to study and do homework, we have
practice and games.”

Athletic'  Director  Dwight
Datcher does not think athletes get
preferential treatment. “Everything
athletes do, they earn. Athletes have
to make sacrifices that non-student
athletes do not have to do such
as stay on campus during winter
and summer breaks for games and
practices,” Datcher said. "Athletes
may seem like they have certain
quirks, but those things they get
(are) just part of helping them do
their jobs.”

Many of the athletes have
expressed their frustration about
Howard's athletic department, say-
ing that the facilities are inadequate
and do not meet NCAA regulations.
The softball and track teams are
not able to have home games on
Howard's campus because there is
no space to have a softball field and
the track cannot be used to host
any meets because the it does not
meet NCAA regulations.

Junior film major and track
runner Chris George expressed his
frustration.

“I feel embarrassed that our
track does not meet regulations,”

George said.

Sophomore psychology major
and basketball player Tamaya
Daniels is also dissatisfied with
Howard's athletic facilities, saying
that the locker rooms need a lot
of renovation and that Howard is
not where a regular Division One
school should be in terms of its
tacilities.

“I'm glad that at least we got a
new gym floor and the seats were
re-done. It looks a lot better in the
gym.” Daniels added, “Although we
get a lot of benefits, we do not get
an exceeding amount more benefits
than other students, otherwise that
would viclate NCAA rules.

Although Howard's athletic
facilities need a lot of renovation,
the athletic department is plan-
ning to do all it can to get them
up to par with more of the NCAA
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stipulations. One problem facing
the department is the amount of
space needed to build new facili-
ties. Another issue is the amount of
money that is allotted to refurbish

existing facilities. Datcher said that

although students may be disap-
pointed with some of the athletic
facilities, they have to realize that
everything the athletic department
is doing is a process and will get
done in due time. “We are still in
our planning stages for a lot of the
refurbishing that needs to be done,”
Datcher said. “Burr Gymnasium is
one project we just finished. It will
take a couple years before we get
the money needed to work onother
areas in the department ”

Overall, student athletes believe
that they need the benefits they
receive to help them accommodate
their full schedules. They get to
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select housing first because many
athletes have to be on campus over
the summer for games and prac-
tices. Athletes gel lo choose their
courses first because they must
have classes that do not conflict
with their practices and games dur-
ing the day.

Not all students believe that
athletes get preferential treatment.

Jessica Adams, a sophomore
physical therapy major, believes
that athletes deserve to receive
some benefits.

“Athletes typically have to
do more things than the average
student like come te school ear-
lier, and many of them get shorter
breaks, so they should be able to get
more,” Adams said. “T don't have a
problem with them getting those
benefits over me.”

l-l-l-l-l-l-l-lrll'lllr'iillt'l!"'l'l'il-*l
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Howard Students to Participate in National
Rally and March Before the Supreme Court:

On Monday, December 4, 2006, under the leadership of
the Howard University Student Government Association, the
Undergraduate Student Association and the Graduate Student
Association, Howard University students will march to the United
States Supreme Court to join the NAACP and others from across the
nation to demonstrate their strong support for the continuation of
the nation’s commitment to affirmative action and equal rights for
all Americans. This term, the High Court will decide two major cases
(Meredith vs. Jefferson County Pubic Schools and Parents Involved in
Community Schools vs. Seattle School District) with major civil rights
implications. Howard University has a long tradition of supporting
its students as they express the diversity of their opinions about the
great issues of their time. As our students participate in this national
event, we encourage our faculty members with students enrolled
in their courses to give every consideration to their decision to
participate in the march, and our staff to cgntrlbute to the safety and
security of their involvement.

Office of the Provost and Chief Academic Officer

Howard Students,

The kickoff rally to OVERCOME will be
at 9:00PM Sunday evening in Burr Gym. We
hen will be gathering on the yard around the
lagpole at 4:30AM Monday morning for the
march. Dress warm in all Black. See you all at
both eventsl!!

Peace,

he Howard University Student Association

THE HILLTOP




Decemser 1, 2006

LI1FE & STYLE|9

Many Recognize World AIDS Day through Knowledge

BY DANIELLE KWATENG
Hillop Staff Witer

Most students know about the
AIDS crisis and what's going on in
the black community, but studies
ask if they know enough, The Hilltop

~ went out and did a survey of 100

Howard students to see how much

' they really know about the virus and

its effect on African-Americans.

The truth is that this virus affects
people of African descent more than
any other racial or ethnic group on
the planet.

Howard students need to be
well informed and conscious. A lot
of times the ignoranuce falls on that
fact that people don't think it will
affect them or they feel sure of their
safety, but the reality is no one with
AIDS expected to get the discase,
not to mention losing their lives
from complications of it. This need
for coneern becomes even greater
when you consider that the majority
of victims are heterosexual African-
American women, of which 68 per-

cent have accounted for new cases:

between 2001 and 2006.

“I think on Howard's campus,
it's like the big elephant in the room,”
said junior English major Bridgette
Robinson, *We know it's there but
act like it isn’t. Often times we fall
victim to the ‘not me' syndrome, but
in reality it can happen to anyone.”

Kia Jefferson, the media
relations  specialist for Howard
University Hospital wants students
to know that AIDS is real and preva-
lent on campus and in the District.

“Recent data shows that the
HIV prevalence rate in the District
of Columbia is more than twice the

. mational average. And according
. to the Center for Disease Control

(CDC), more than 250,000 HIV-pos-
itive Americans are unaware of their
infection status,” Jefferson said.
She also referenced a quote
AIDS advocate and actress Sheryl
Lee Ralph said, “The numbers and
rate of infection in this city are
worse than in developing nations in
Africa...that is right here in America
and [people] refuse to believe it.”
With today being World AIDS
Day, one should reflect upon how
the world has changed since it was
first detected in the U.S. Many
people think the first cases were
in the 1980's, but according to the
Department of Health and Senior

Services, the first African-American

affected by AIDS was in 1960,

A 'man in 51, Louis was reported
of dying from “AIDS-like® symp-
toms, but it was not given a name.
When his tissue was examined, HIV
or a closely related virus was found,
dispelling the belief that HIV wasn't
present before the 1980’.

The first official documented
case of AIDS was in 1081, which
is why the disease is said to be 25
years old. Now, claiming 25 million
lives, AIDS is being called the most
destructive and devastating disease
in the world's existence.

Students wonder what can be
done in the community or on cam-
pus to get involved. First, medical
cxperts and AIDS foundations will
all tell students that getting tested
often and early is one of the best
wayvs to help. A person’s AIDS sta-
tus is never certain until the test is
taken.

Some students think it’s hard to
get tested at the sites on campus, but
it's worth it.

“Fthink the programs are a good
idea, but it still has some glitches,”

Pty eoareyy of www Jullaalong

HIV/AIDS Awareness and Advocacy week gives students a chance to gain knowledge at various events focusing
on the disease, which is commonly spread by sexual contact and the sharing of drug needles.

said Aderinsola Kehinde, a sopho-
more finance major. "l spent about a
week looking for where I could take
a test on campus. Even after arriv-
ing there on time, I still had to wail
an hour for the testing site to open.
They need to work on operations
and publicity,” Kehinde said.

The Howard Student Health
Center, with a grant from the CDC,
offers a free, confidential and rapid
testing method that gives results
within 20 minutes.

Another word of advice doctors
will give is using protection once
becoming sexually active.

All this week has been HIV/AIDS
Awareness and Advocacy week, pre-
sented by ASA, HUSA and Phi Sigma
Eha Sorority Ine.

Tolu Akinyosove, a sophomore
electronic engineering major and
newsletter edilor of ASA, spoke
about the activities of the week.

“The World AIDS day activities
are ASA's contributions as cultur-

ally responsible students. Being of
African decent, we work towards
relieving the HIV/AIDS pandemic
plaguing our continent,” Akinvosaye
said.

For students who have missed
the week's events there are still sev-
eral occurring today. All involved
organizations are asking students to
come out and be informed.

I N ET 5
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Silver Screening Politics

BY MELANIE CHAMBLISS
Conlributing Wittar

Since D.W. Griffith’s
iconic film “Birth of a Nation,”
emerged on the silver screen
in 1915, films have hecome
the fodder for political contro-
versy and discussion. Movies
possess the power to captivate
audiences, and today it seems
that filmmakers are capitaliz-
ing on that power for political
agendas.

Within the last year, films.

such as “Catch a Fire,” and
“Man of the Year® have all
been heavily promoted mov-
ies with notable star studded
casts. It is not the existence of
political films that is peculiar.
Aside from Griffith’s work,
other movies with an underly-
ing political meaning include
“All the President’s Men,"
“The Manchurian Candidate”
and "Rosewood.” However,
the trend of controversial
blockbusters has increased
within the film industry dur-
ing the last few years.

Since controversy is not
a new concept to Hollywood,
there are many theories
answering why these films are
being produced in such mass
numbers now.

“Hollywood is well known
for following trends and hot
topics. With elections as cons
troversial as [in] past years,
Hollywood would certainly
jump on the bandwagon,”
said Steven Berry, a professor
in the radio, television and
film department.

Berry sites Robin
Williams' "Mn§ of the Year"
as an example of & satirical

“Winged Migration,” a docu-
mentary about the flight
patterns of birds, was in the
lead for box office sales, After
*Fahrenheit o/11," indepen-
dent' movie theaters have
shown popular films such as
“Thank You for Smoking,” and
former U.S. Vice President
Al Gore's “An Inconvenient
Truth.”

However, every political
film released is not simply a
plov to make big bucks at the
baox office. _

Junior radio, television
and film major Vince Hunter
believes that the creative and
open-ended nature of films is
a driving force behind the use
of this medium for political
IMessages.

“The creative control,
especially. with the editing
process, allows a certain mes-
sage to shine through the fin-
ished product,” Huntér said.

Berry said thatifa famous
movie diréctor were to release
a film to sway the voting pub-
lic, that filmmaker could not
be blatant in his attempt.

“Filmmakers would not
want the scrutiny of having
an agenda, although the con-

troversy would have an effect
in the box office,” Berry said.

Many palitically charged
films have created a balance
between making money and
spreading a message.

Berry quoted Thomas
Edison, who is credited with
inventing the light bulb, as
having an important role in
the creation of film. *He who
controls the film industry
controls the medium of influ-
ence over the people.”

Edison, as well as the

filmmakers of today, realized

the potential that lies with-
in the silver screen. While
responding to this current
focus on politics, filmmakers
also appear to be including
subversive liberal messages
between the lines in their
films. Hunter summarizes
this delicate balance best.

He said, "1'wouldn’t say
that films'should be a means
for sending important politi-
cal messages, but ‘it seems
like it would be a waste of

such a powerful medium if it
didn't.”

(WIHH PR/ APSYT PRCTLE F i CAaMnEs Fil Ml‘ﬂirl'ﬂ‘u..}
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FAHRENHEIT 9/11
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E R N g film that makes a very specific
statement about the campaign
aspects of politics as well as
other current issues such as
the flaws within electronic
voting.

However, this movie rep-
resents only one of the recent
political films. Documentaries
and independent films  are
typically considered a sepa-
rate category from averape
Hollywoad movies. '

"Fahrenheit 9/11" hroke
onsectet  1ptivoliry LG TV ERU AL RELRY G records as the largest gross-

' L] ' Iiir ! ing documentary of all time.
Prior to this landmark work,
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“Fahrenhelt 9/11,” the highest grossing documentary of all

time, is just one of many films that discuss contraversial
issues and serve as a medium for political messages.
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The Howard University Chapter,
The Xi of
Kappa Alpha Psi1 Fraternity Inc.

Invites all interested men to the:

Informational Meeting
Date: December 1, 2006
Time: 7:00 PM
Location: Seeley GG Mudd Building
College of Medicine Auditorium

Business Attire is Required

BODY PIERCING

Any Piercing $40 £y
'Clean Sterile Environments

*Choose from Hundreds of Designs or Bring Your Owne
'Female Piercer and Tattoo Artist on Staffe

Located in Adam's Morgan

2441 18TH ST NW WASHINGTON, DC 20009
x (202) 23006699
www.tattooparadisedc.com

10% OFF ANY TATTOO $100 OR MORE WITH VALID
HOWARD UNIVERSITY 1.D. AND AD. * THE AD MUST BE
PRESENT TO RECEIVE DISCOUNT.®

IN
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

» Work at a local community-based development
organization (15 hours per week - spring 2007; 40
hours per week - summer 2007)

* (Gain hands-on experience in community development

* Receive a $5,940 stipend

* Open to all Howard University undergraduate
students with the minor in Community Development
or interested in adding the minor

* Earn 3 credit hours after successfully completing all
requirements of the companion community
development internship course

FOR AN APPLICATION AND ADDITIONAL INFORMA TION, PLEASE CONTACT:
Janet Griffin-Graves, Ph.D,
Howard University

Center for Urban Progress

1840 7" Street, NW, Suite 314
Washington, DC 20001
irgriffin-graves@howard.edu
(202) 865-8582

APPLICATION DEADLINE: FRIDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2006

THE HILLTOP
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(Your photo here) | Your opportunity.
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Your Knowledge.
Your Career.

At Huron our people are our greatest asset. We invest in
your development from your technical expertise to your
personal and professional development. We help you
enable your current abilities and develop them to reach
your highest potential. As an employer we value personal

growth. And we know you will continue to grow with us.

Congratulations to the following Howard University students who have received an offer from
Huron Consulting Group.

Ketura Brizan Corinne Collette Feraz Pereira
Evan Brunson Janelle Jones Lauren Tillman
Wesley Bullock

A special thank you to all of our Howard University Alumni who have participated in the campus recruiting season.

Michae! Akinyele Juliet Caven Shari Harrington
Clayton Benn

-
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www.huronconsultinggroup.com
1-866-229-8700

Huren

CONSULTING GROUP

Experience. Redefined.’
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Don't let [} '_.*"stop you in your tracks. =
Get tested. Use a condom. It's that simple. Advocates

YN\CEAE VAL AFT | e for
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MEL GIBSON'S

APC‘ALYPTO
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Volunteers Needed

Compensation paid to healthy female and
male volunteers for donations of bone
marrow for research efforts in such areas as
cancer and other serious illnesses.

e Ages 18 to 45
* In good health

* Not engaged in high risk
behaviors

Confidential interview and screening
provided at our
convenient Gaithersburg, MD office.

Donations occur at our Bethesda, MD office
by board certified physicians.

Both locations are accessible by
MetroRail and Metro Ride-On.

FINANCIAL COMPENSATION PROVIDED

For more information, or to schedule an
appointment:
TOLL FREE: (888) 926-9211
EMAIL: donorinfo@cambrex.com NO ONE CAN OUTRUN THEIR DESTINY.
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HU Biting the Big Apple

As students at The Mecca,
we have all had to defend one
of our sports teams at one time
or another by saying we are
about academics — not athleti-
cism. That's why the fact that
our basketball team is playing
in Madison Square

NICE! | GET TO 8E LIKE JAY-Z/
MINUS THE FANFARE. HUGE
SUPPORTING ALDIENCE AND
THE TROPHY SIELFRIEND
FERFORMING DURINEG MY
PEQFORMANCE! BUT ITS THE
GARDENS/| FEEL LIKE A STAR/

University. We just wish a lit-
tle bit more publicity was done
around campus to get students
involved. Though we know the
classic is geared more to alum-
ni, if we can take buses down to
Hampton, NYC and Madison

not a ‘Battle of the Real HU"
if we always lose. However,
we used to win in football and
basketball so there is no rea-
son we can't return to those
former days of glory. It's also
not a ‘Battle of the Real HU’

if one of the school's

Garden tomorrow
is such a big deal.
The Big
Apple Classic has
paired us against
our all-time rival
that Hampton
Institute. The

Our View:

We are excited to see Howard
go to play in Madison Square
Garden, no matter what our

record is. Go Bison.

initials are “HI,"” then
later on adds the “U."

The reality is
almost none of our
HBCUs are able to
recruit and retain the
best players like they
used to. Our sports

game begins at 3
p.m, following the
first game of Virginia Union
University against Bowie State
University at 1 p.m.

It's kind of a big deal for
our team and others to be
invited to play in New York
City and where the beloved
Knicks play. We are glad to
see our HBCUs get such great
exposure. We won't play dev-
il's advocate and question why
Howard made the cut with
a basketball record that left
much to be desired last season.
We are just happy to be in that
number.

Having Howard's name in
the big lights in New York City
is definitely great PR for the

Square Garden are definitely
worthy of a Residence Life bus
trip.

We know our team, the
cheerleaders and The Mecca
Mob will do their best to repre-
sent this University tomorrow.
It's not about winning, though
we would REALLY like to win,
but the festivities and the fun.
If we do end up behind, for
every point we are down the
crowd better be that much
more hyped and the cheerlead-
ers or a trumpet player should
be challenging somebody.

Our sports editor brought
up the fact that whenever we
play Hampton technically it's

programs arent as
attractive as more
established college sports
teams. One of the trade-offs
of integration was that we lost
our best athletes to big schools
with big money.

Tomorrow is a big day for
our University and its sports
program. Though we wish it
wasn't right in the middle of
crunch time and when funds
are slim to none so more stu-
dents could go, we know our
alumni in the city will repre-
sent. To our team, we wish you
the best of luck. Let some of
that NBA soak in and bring it
back to Burr.

Win or lose, we are always
the REAL HU!

Daily SuDoku

—— e s — e e — _—

Directions: Each row, each column,
and each 3x3 box must contain each

and every digit 1-9 exactly once.

The Hilltop is Hiring!
We are currently looking for staff writers,
section editors and layout designers.

THE HILL'TOP

The Nation’s Only Black Daily Collegiate Newspaper

Ayesha Rascoe

Jana Homes Editor-In-Chief

Managing Editor

Christina M. Wright
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Sports Editor

Campus Editor
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Sports Editor

Campus Editor
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Jasmin Melvin
RaShawn Mitchner
Sean Mosley
Simone Pringle
Copy Editors
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Metro Editor
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Campus Editor
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The Hilllop encourages its readers to share their opinions with the newspaper through Letters 1o
The Editor or Perspectives, All letters should include a complete address and telephone number and
should be sent electronically on otir website at www thehilltoponline com
Any inquines for advertisements or Hilltopics should be directed to The Hilltop Business office.
The Hilltop:
2251 Sherman Avenue NW
‘ashington, DC 20001

WWW ~ Editorial Office: Business Office:
(zo2) Bo6-47243 {z02) 806-4749
www.thehilltoponline.com hillto pbusiness@gmail.com

THEHILLTOPONLINE
.com

Now in its 83rd vear, The Hilltop is published Monday through Priday by Howard University
students, With a readership of more than =000, The Hilltop is the Lirpest black colleginte newspaper
in the nation.

The opinions expressed on the Editorial & Perspectives page are the views of The Hillkop Editorial
Board und those of the suthors and do not necessarily represent Howard University or its administra-
tion.

The Hilltop reserves the right to edit letters for space nnd grammatical errors and any inappro-
priate, libelous or defamatory content. All letters must be submitted a week prior 1o publieation.
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Hilltopics every
Monday, Wednesday
and Friday. The first
20 words are $10 and
.25 for each additional
word,

Te Hftop prints

ALL CLASSIFIED ADS
MUST BE PAID FOR
AND SUBMITTED
SEVEN DAYS IN
ADVANCE. 33

LATE FEE FOR ALL
CLASSIFIED ADS NOT
SUBMITTED SEVEN
DAYS IN ADVANCE.

Payment acceptable

by cash or check.

Any questions please
contact The Hilltop
Business Office

(202) BO6-4749

or by e-mail www.
hilltopbusiness@gmail.
com
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for FREE passes
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