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BY BRITTANY HUDSON
Hilltop Staff Writer

Psi Chi Introduces Mentor-Mentee Program

On Wednesday evening, Psi Chi
National Honor Society hosted a discus-
sion forum in order to assist freshmen
and sophomores inform about being psy-
chology majors while enjoying their expe-
rience at Howard. The event included a
panel discussion on “Things 1 Wish 1 had
Known”, where upperclassmen psvcholo 'y
majors offered their advice about topics
ranging from how to succeed academically
fo research.

“We want to peaple to know about Psi
Chi and use us as a resource,” explained Psi
Chi President Amanda Clincy, Senior psy-
chology major. “We want to share impor-
tant things to know about being a psychol-
ogy major, things many of us did not know
when we started out.”

The focus of the discussion was the
psychology major mentor-mentee pro-
gram, a néw program devised this year by
event chair Stephanie Hicks.

“I came up with the menlor-mentee
program to give freshman the opportunity
to be in touch with an upperclassmen psy-
chology major for any questions they may
have concerning things like teachers and
classes.” she said.

While in an intimate and weleoming
setting, with a decent turnout of about
twelve people, the upperclassmen shared
their experiences and offered advice about
classes, studying, extracurricular activities
and future opportunities. The forum began

with the panel discussing how to succeed
academically, where theyemphasized going
to class and utilizing time with professors.
The panel also suggested utilizing study
groups and to consider different places to
study besides the undergraduate library,
like the health science library or Hicks'
personal favorite, Georgetown Mall.

“I know this may sound weird but I
study at the Georgetown Mall,” she said. *I
like a little bit of noise when I study but it
is quiet and pristine there.”

~ The discussion continued with Psi Chi
members offering their advice about how
to graduate in four years and time manage-
ment. The panel stressed to underclassmen
the importance of getting divisional classes
out of the way as soon as possible, knowing
how to balance your priorities and avoid-
ing any additional stress.

Panel members stressed the impor-
tance of research and gaining research
experience prior to applying for graduate
school.

“You have psychology majors who plan
to go to grad school but have not had any
research experience,” Clincy said. “That
hurts them when its time to apply to grad
school because admissions are looking for
people who have had the experience that is
needed to successfully complete graduate

study.”

Underclassmen who attended the
forum expressed their satisfaction with
the discussion and are relieved that there
are upperclassmen willing to assist them.
Many came to the forum intérested in

seeking out a mentor.

“I would like to hook up with a mentor
since they have been through the whole
process and offer advice about opportuni-
ties,” said a sophomore psychology major
Ameena Sweeting. “The mentors were
helpful concerning internships and seemed
trustworthy.”

“This has been the best experience
as far as mentoring,” agreed a freshman
psvchology major Anesha Blakey. “Being
a freshman, it seems like people are not
willing to assist us w 1o0leheartedly, but I'm
looking forward | » v orking with someone
who cares,” :

Although the forum was directed to
underclassmen, upperclassmen such as a
junior psychology major Wardell Johnson
reaped benefits from atterding the event.
“I came to seek knowledge about psychol-
ogy resources and research; I think the
mentor-mentee program will be good for
the underclassmen.”

For those who were unable to attend
the event, Hicks encourag, s any interested
seniors and juniors to apply as mentors
and interested freshmen and sophomores
to apply as mentées. To apply, send your
name, classification, major, hometown,
email and phone number to Stephanie
Hicks at psichimentoring@gmail.com.

Any psychology major interested in
becoming a part of Psi Chi National Honor
Society should have 15 credit hours and a
GPA of 3.5 in psychology courses with an
overall cumulative GPA of 3.4.
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Tyrane Clemmans - Contributing Pholographer

Psi Chi members gather together with underclassment to
discuss the different aspects of being a sucessful student

Howard -Universi
Graduates Dominate Elections

BY AYESHA RASCOE
Edilor-in-Chief

The winners and losers in
this week’s local primary elec-
tions may come from diverse
backgrounds, but several of the
candidates share one common
characteristic: they are Howard
law school graduates.

Adrian Fenty, who won
the - District of Columbia
Democeratic mayoral prima-
ry; Isiah “Tke” Leggett, who
won the Montgomery County
Democratie chief executive pri-
mary; and Jack B. Johnson,
who won the Prince George's
County Demoecratic ehief exees
utive primary, are all products
of Howard’s School of Law. The
person who Johnson defeated,
Rushern L. Baker III, also went
to Howard law school. Leggett,
who graduated from the law
school at the top of his class in

Jack B. Johnson, a Howard Law graduate, won the Prince

School.

File Mwta

1974, 1s also currently a profes-
sor at the school.

Dean of the School of Law
Kurt L. Schmoke said.it is no
accident that Howard law
school graduates figured so
prominently in Tuesday's elec-
tions.

“Weltry to continue a tradi-
tion of producing lawyers who
are social engineers,” Schmoke
said.

He said the idea of lawyers
as social engineers originated
with Howard law school’s for-
mer dean, Chatles Hamilton
Houston. Houston, famous
for crusading against school
segregation during the Civil
Rights movement, said that
lawyers can either be para-
sites on society or they can be
social engineers, people that
work to better their communi-
ties. Following Houston'’s creed
Howard law school graduates,
such as Thurgood Marshall,
have strived to right legal injus-
tices around the world.

“We've got a great tra-
dition growing out of what
Howard law students did dur-

INDEX:  CAMPUS 2

Georges County chief executive Democratic primary.

ing the Civil Rights movement,”
Schmoke said, “We-emphasize
in all of our work that [our stu-
dents] should build upon that
tradition and not rest on it.”

That is one reason why
Schmoke said he is so pleased
with the recent elections. The
success of Howard alumni in
the primary elections shows
that Howard continues to pro-
duce leaders in the 2i1st cen-
tury, Schmoke said.

He said that he hopes

that if they are elected to their
respective offices, that Fenty,
Leggett, and Johnson will try to
interact with Howard students
during their terms.

Most importantly Schimoke
said he wants the candidates

“to take the spirit of Howard.

University and create programs
that will improve the quality of
life for people in their com-
munities.”

Jeremy Broussard, a third
year Howard law student,
said he believes the success
of Howard graduates in these

METRO 4

local elections is indicative of
the work Howard law school
alumni are doing all over the
country. He credited the law
school’s rigorous curriculum
and abundance of professional
opportunities with Howard's
dominance in the elections.
Part of the reason Broussard
chose to go Howard to earn
his law degree is because he
said at the Howard law school
there is no caste system and
all students are encouraged to
excel. He said the opportunity
to develop personally, profes-
sionally, and academically
is unique to the Howard law
experience.,

“You are told from day
one that you are here to serve,”
Broussard said.

He said watching the elec-
tions unfold has provided him
with additional inspiration.

“It makes me realize that
not only is [success] possible,
but it’s very likely,” Broussard
said.
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BY ANGELICA ADAMS
Contrbuting Writer

The first few weeks of

 the semester, book flyers are
frequent as Howard students
look to sale their old books
to make money and others
look for the best bargain on
required texts.

Entrepreneur  Patrick
Jackson, a senior in com-
puter sciences, has made
this book bargain shop-
ping a little easier for col-
lege students with www.the
bookoo.com ~ a website for
DC Metropolitan area col-
lege students to buy, sell and
trade textbooks within their
university network.

“I started [the bookoo],
that is www.thebookoo.com,
for students to be able to
buy or trade their books
for a fraction of the price,”
Jackson said.

! Students can_ also buy,
sell arid trade apartmmta,

automobiles, clothes, com-

puters, electronics, room-
mates and shoes on the boo-
koo.

The website has been
available to students for over
two weeks now, and how do
students feel about the new
site?

“I would use [the boo-
koo] to buy my books,"” says
Julian Johnson, a political
science major. “I bought my
art book off of Ebay for a

dollar; therefure, [the hno-

koo] seems like a goodp]nce
for me to buy my books.

" 'The Bookoo, in essence,
takes the flyers that cover
the walls of buildings and

lampposts on the Yard and

puts them online. Some stu-
dents find the flyers to be
easier.

“Right when I walked out
of my Freshman Composition
class there was a flyer on the
wall selling the book for the
class for five dollars,” said
freshman Marcus Williams,
an undecided major.

With the website being
new to the scene, students
are still using methods of
getting their books that have
been used before. Some have
found Amaznn com and
other online bookstores to
be the best option. '

Antonio Kizzie, a junior
legal communications major
said, “One of the best options
is to buy books off Amazon.
com because they are cheap-
er than buying the book at
the original price.”

Krystina White, a legal

CAMPUS
The Bookoo Aims to Help Student Book Hustle

communications sopho-
more, bought her books on
Amazon.com for not only
the cost, but the time it takes

to receive shlppmg for all {}f _
”.har major courses. '

~ “1 received my books
for three dollars in three

days,” she said with laughter

because the retail price of
her Intro to Communications
book cost is $70.

Still, buying books in the
bookstore is the only option
for some students. Tanaysha
Deloach, a freshman psy-

chology major, said she has

a loan and schularshlps that
allow her a book voucher to
cover the expense, but she
said it is not as ideal as it
seems.

“Those students who
have cash up front have it a
lot easier,” she said. “Unlike
those with vouchers, they
can choose to buy a used

‘book from another student

for a lot cheaper than the

‘used books at the book-

store.”

Which ever way stu-
dents obtain their books, it
is important they do obtain
them, said Professor Dr.
Elaine Heath in the School
of Communications.

“It is important for stu-

: =gl
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College students try to search for textbooks at the best prices. Recently, the bookoo.
com, has brought flyers to students see all over campus to one central online spot.

dents to read and keep their
textbooks,” says Dr. Heath.
“If you don't read, you can-
not form opinions and dis-

cussions for the classroom.
The future of a student relies
on his or her critical think-
ing and a connection for life
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school and beyond, "
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ARE YOU WILD ABOUT WRITING?
PASSIONATE ABOUT PHOTOGRAPHY?

DO YOU WANT TO HELP IMMORTALIZE THIS SCHOOL YEAR TO
STUDENTS FOR YEARS TO COME?? @ ]1 {t@p I

WELL, NOW 1S YOUR CHANCE TO DO ALL OF THAT!! | gt tin 0l

' b il gL f et 114 -maLn 111‘ i
| | ; g L ,,l"r TL 1 !
THE BISON YEARBOOK STAFF 15 NOW LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEER | ied | S i

WRITERS AND PHOTOGRAPHERS. JUST COME TO ONE OF THE | SUrveY savs
aEa

0k e
MEETINGS IN THE BISON YEARBOOK OFFICE TO LEARN MORE: e

VOLUNTEER WRITERS: .
TuespAy SEPTEMBER 19, 2006 | i i b 1
7PM " e ’ R e . A tilag) , A

VOLUNTEER PHOTOGRAPHERS:

MONDAY SEPTEMBER 18, 2006 | : Readlng
e 7 - The Hilltop...

THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 21, 2006

E i ~ Sports seetion, will
The Filltop | = || " Uimpress your friends

and vanquish;»
LN i~vtcrs f your enemies.*

Workshop
Wednesday @ &:00 | | oot :'-\gf:..
sdnsl i esH B IbaD Offl e | | | oy -
O P-Level, West Tower y ) nd Rl o el e Bl 1K e el

/ ! /2'{/ (r..--‘t"‘f/{{ o

|
. If you want l_i:., a better writer. tor 27e F1illre Or anyone clse. i
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WHO’S WHO AMONG STUDENTS IN AMERICAN
COLLEGES & UNIVERSITIES

AVAI1L, ABLE
INOWM/LLLIILL

CURRENTLY SEEKING:
DYNAMIC JUNIORS, SENIORS, AND GRADUATE
| STUENTS WHO HAVE DEMONSTRATED
EXCEPTIONAL LEADERSHIP ABILITY, ACADEMIC
SUCCESS, CAMPUS INVOLVEMENT, AND
COMMUNITY ACTIVISM.

- DEADLINE:
MONDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2006
DELIVER APPLICATIONS TO THE OFFICE OFE

STUDENT ACTIVITIES LOCATED IN ROOM 11 OF
THE BLACKBURN CENTER.

APPLICATIONS ARE AVAILABLE ON ONLINE VIA
THE STUDENT ACTIVITIES WEBSITE.

THE HILLTOP
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 Howard experience;

you can't explain it.

J
of the students.

It has been said that
from the outside looking in,
jpu can't understand the
and
from the inside looking out,

It may certainly be hard
to understand why girls
can be seen walking uphill
in, six-inch stilettos in the
winter, or why the library
is called Club UGL, but

people from the Distriet of
‘C‘olumbm metro area have
forméd their own opinions

“Hampton and Howard

are on the same level where
they're seen as African
Americans that are bet-
ter thdn others: bour-
geois,” District resxdent 14
Robinson said.

achieve as much as some-
one from Howard.”

Local performers also
have condemning judg-
ments of Howard students,

“It seems like they
have their own groups and
there’s not much interac-

the group. It's more like a
clique,” Music artist and

“But it's not like sume* -
one from Norfolk couldn’t’

tion with others outside

poet Shea Butterfly said.

Many times the nega-
tivity felt by people from
around the area is mani-
fested in acts of crime.

“I've heard that Incgls.
get tired of Hnwa.td stu—-
dents thinking the}r can
roam around like they own
the place and not think that
they'll get robbed or some-
thing will happen to them,
like D.C. is safe,” junior his-
tory majorJarreau Moulden
said.

But not all District resi-

Hents have a negative view

"of Howard students,
~ Andrea Cooper Brown,

who lives just a few streets
away from Meridian, has
no problem with students
from Howard.

“[They're] good stu-
dents, hard workers; [thmk
they're great,” she said.

“They just pass through.
Some of them speak, some
don't.”

Shirley Short inter-
acts with Howard students
«everyday as she checks
student IDs in the East
Towers.

“On the East, it's nice

l;euple 1 have fun  with

them,” she said.

Howard students come

Degrees of Separation in the Area

BY CHARLOTTE YOUNG

from all walks of life, all
sides of the country and
from different parts of the
world. While some may give

off airs of superiority, oth=

erscan be the, icest people.
tflatyuu could meet.
Mlscummumcatmns

negative situations or acts
of violence can be avoided
with simple precautionary
rules. Howard students
must always remember to
be aware of their surround-
ings and learn to respect
people from amund tpm
Distriet..

Housing Market Stabilized And Thrlvmg

BY JASMIN MELVIN
Contributing Writer

When coming to the
District of Columbia, one
expects to see museums,
monuments and historic
sites. But Valerie Hunter, a
freshman print journalism
major, found herself seeing a
lot of construction as well.

New housing develop-
ments, peppered throughout
the district, are popping up
at an accelerated rate to keep
up with buyer demand.

Howard students do
not have to travel far to
see evidence of such activ-
ity, as a new condominium
was recently built behind
Howard Plaza Towers, and
construction on vet another
housing development wages
on directly across the street
from the new unit.

Home building reached
a 40-year high in 2005 as
building permits were issued
for the construction of 2,860
new housing units. With
1,327 building permits issued
in the first three months of
2006 alone, there seems to
be no plan in sight to slow
down construction efforts.

The recent boom in
development was prompted,
in part, by high demand. In
past years, the housing mar-
ket in Washington, D.C. took

off.

Ed Wood, an associate
broker with City Houses Real
Estate, recollected houses
being sold less than a week
after going on the market.
Wood has eight years of
experience in the real estate
industry and explained that
such guick turnarounds are
“really a much more unusual
situation.”

Although the market is
active this vear, it has stabi-
lized from the skyrocketing
path it took in past vears.
Houses are generally staying
on the market for one to two
months, according to Wood,
which is more in tune with
the normal market.

The dramatic increase in
housing units has created a
housing market in the dis-
trict with more sellers than
buyers.

“Now, buyers are more
in the driver’s seat,” Wood
said. “There’s generally only
one offer on a property and
the séllers are more willing
to make a deal that’s more
attractive to the buyer.”

Wood nofed that buy-
ers are once again asking
for home inspections before
taking a property, “whereas
buyers were willing to take
property in ‘as is’ condition
N previpus years. "

Despite the perks the

market now has in place for
buyers, some future home-
owners are still skeptical of
investing in property in the
distriet.

“Stayving here over the
summer made me recon-
sider the possibility of liv-
ing in D.C. after graduation,”
said junior Alexis Taylor.
“However, upon picking up
a few real estate guides, I
was kind of shocked at how
much condos cost and as a
TV production major, I know

. that my salary is probably

not going to be super high
right out of college.”

Despite the high prices
associated with home own-
ership in the distriet, many
voung professionals are opt-
ing to settle down in the area,
as Wood has seen.

“Most of my clients are
younger, say in their 20s to
maybe mid-30s,” he said.

Jerome Woods, a junior
film major said, “I would
consider buying a house in
D.C. because the housing
market has a lot of potential
right now. Property value in
the area is likely to increase
dramatically within the next
five to ten years.”

Jay Feldman, a man-
ager with Coldwell Banker
Residential, advised college
students interested in future
home ownership to protect

their credit rating,

“Credit rating is more
valuable than a person’s rep-
utation...So you have to pro-
tect it because that's. gumﬁtﬂ
help you get the best afford-
able loan when' it's time to
buy something.”

Feldman- added that
young first time home buyers
should “buy more home than
you can afford right now.”
He explained, “You'll grow
into the payments, and you'll
probably be more satisfied
with what you have.”

Malcolm Carter, a part-

— —
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Phuto courtesy of Jessica Detioge
Above, one of the many houses for sale in the LeDroit
Park area near Carver and Slowe Halls.

ner with Long & Foster
Realtors, said the most
important thing for college
students to do to get on the

ship ':5 to save mune}'

“The next thing they need
to do is talk to a lender and
find out what capacity they
have to borrow and what loan
packages might be appropri-
ate for them,” Carter said.
He also advised prospective
buyers to “spend a little time
learning the market by going
to open houses and reading
newspaper Jistings.”
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Fenty Triumphs

Adnan“i?ﬂnﬁr mﬂ:
the Democratic pri-

“mary 'I'uesdny. beating

Linda Cropp by 26,000
votes. He will most
likely go on to become
the District’s youngest
mayvor in November.
The new energy he is
expected to bring to
the city has been com-

pﬂreﬂ to %‘

terrn m 1978.

Lawsuit 3

Dismissed
A Prince William

Countyjudge dismissed
a lawsuit from a 31-

vear-old Virginia man
who wanted to block
public disclosure of
his incestual relation-
ship with his sister 13
years ago. The judge is
requmng that he sub-.

Wrslmas“

- L ) tﬂ

2% ften dﬂj
registry, alﬂmu@ heis
a non-violent offender:
who has complied with
the terms of his origi-
nal sentence.

Mfume Defeated In
Primary

’I\lesdg}“* former
NAACP " president
Kwesbﬁﬂime, lost the
Democratic nomina-
tion for Maryland sen-
ate to Benjamin Cardin.
Asofga.m. Wednesday
morning, 93.3 percent
of precincts reported
that Cardin had 45.8
percent of the vote and
Mfume with
cent. Cardinwill go on
to face Lt. Gov. Michael
Steele in November.

Buses Collided

Two buses, the S1
and Sz, collided on 16th

Fhite Courtssy  of wwwanmnamn ochicagosdul

ﬁ?’? “W‘ ]

street early Wednesday
morning, - causing at

least 10 people to be

hospitalized. The col-
lision occurred when a
car allegedly ran a red
light at 16th and Irving
streets in  Northwest
around 6:45 a.m. The
first bus had to slam on
the brakes and the sec-

ond bus couldn’t stop

intime. =

iiii.l‘iil--l..-ll-q,‘- A

Pasaangar Taken Into
Custody

An unruly airline
passenger was sub-
dued and taken into
custody Tuesday night
on a flight from Los

es destined for

es Imternational
Authorities

!.‘T‘.- e

|
]

say the incident is not

terrorism related.

Compiled By Janelle Jolley,

Metro Editor
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Sometimes
[t Be’s
Like That

The Unfortunate
Truths of
Interpersonal
Relationships

BY AMBER ENGLISH

Naticn & Wortd Eclitos

Maybe 1 should just start
out by applauding the men here,
vou know, pn-t-mpm'rh smooth
some feathers. The real men.
The honest men, The men who
practice simple acts of chivalry,
Keep doing you.

And then there are the

Boys are fickle. Boys are
greedy. Boys hie, and triflin’ boys
get caught up in them. Boys even
like 1o talk about what 1t is to
be a ‘good man’. Unfortunately
that's all 1|u'j\- do: talk.

Do boys just not under-
stand? Or 18 it just more conve-
nient to be a boy?

I'd like to give them the ben-
efit of the doubt in certain situ-
ations. Perhaps they don't know
how to deal with the hoards of
men accosting the voung lady
they're walking with, I suppose
it could be a tricky situation,
one never knows who has a gun
these days.

Other times, 1 simply can-
not in good conscience offer any
iota of benefit. No, you don't
need an example here. Those
situations where one is left with
nothing to do but sigh, and
uttér, “Justlike u,..”.

But anyway, let's go with
the lack of understanding argu-
ment. Ifthat's the case, whydon't
these boys just say so? That's
what real men do. Admitting the
problem is always the first step.
Wait, | forgot, boys have frag-
ile egos, Acknowledging error is
so out of the question. Well in
that case, there are strong men
all aronnd, so stop, look, listen,
then emulate

By now [ bet you're think-
ing A) she just put all her busi-

| WOVS

| ness in the paper B) she’s one
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bitter black woman...or C) some
combination of the two. I'll have
you know that the answer is in
fact, D) None of the above. After
three vears here, it's time to call
‘em like | see ‘em,

But I'm all about presenting
problems AND golutions.,,

Here's my charge to the
ladies: it's time to make them
do right. Give the bovs an ulti-
matum: shape up...or shape up,
Keep in mind, actions speak
louder than words. Hate to
say it, but you can't ask to be
treated like a I-.ltil". while dis-
playing behaviors that scream
otherwise.

Maybe it's vour best friend,
ar maybe it's just an gequain-
tance from class; either way if
the opportunity to politely say
“step vour game up” presents
itself..by all means, take it.
Help the boy out, perhaps he
just doesn't know. Same advice
goes to all the men out there. Be
vour brother’s keeper.

I, for one, would greatly
appreciate it.

1 honestly thought that by
this point, they'd be ready to
shed the boyish ways. | stand
corrected. Being 8 man must be
difficult, unappealing, or some-
thing else that makes the boys
resist that collegiate growth.
Oh well. Sometimes it be's like
that.

Did I hit too close to home?
Or maybe you agree. Either
way, feel free to tell me how
you feel by sending an e-mail to
SIBLTz2o006@yahoo.com. I look
Sforward to hearing from you!

—— ——
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the front desk of The Howard Plaza Towers.

Chillin’ With The Hilltop

Test Yourself

Knowledge is power, so we at The Hilltop decided

to test your knowledge. We'll be posing questions

and providing you with activities to sharpen your
skills or build your knowledge.
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Lobby Monitor Natalya Brodlick, a senior administration of justice
major, enjoys a copy of The Hilltop while checking students’ I.D.s at

HILLTOPIC
VAULT

We at The Hilltop have long enjoyed "%
looking back at the archived issues in §
the nﬁice. Here, we've decided to let
you all peek into the past:
January 24, 1986.

TO MINNIE AND THE : 4
PLAYGIRL QUEEN: LOOKS
LIKE YOU ALL ARE GET-
TING OLDER, SO FORGET
THE BMW AND THE PRIS-
LEY PARK. HOW ABOUT

R WHOPPER JSUNIOR W/
CHEESE AND A PleCE

OF CURRY CHICKEN IN-
STERD/?!

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

LOVE, NIECY, RAPID EYE
MOVEMENT, AND OF
COURSE, LA GRANDE DIVA!
(OAN. 24,1986)

Fhevier bolitoa

-

| Overheard @ The Mecca

| Title
| The Hilltop Office

e = T

A: There are no labels on these states. How are
people supposed to know which is which?

B: What?!? You don’t know your states? That's
Maine. ..

A: That's New York.

C: That's definetly New York.

B: But she said “States.”

C: New York is a state.

A: Oh ... I’'m just gonna walk away, now.

Cornel vs. Kanye
The School of Communication

Guy: I've interviewed a lot of people. Jesse Jack-
son, Ben Cardin . . . what's that guy at Harvard
named?

Girl: uhhh Cornel West?

Guy: yeah, | was gonna say Kanye

Girl 2: same thing

L R N D I I I I B N I I I |

| Check out more at Overheardatthemecca.blogspot.com and
l submit to Overhearatthemeccaegmail.com

L————--_

Six Degrees of Separation

Can you figure out a path that connects these two individuals with 6 stops along the way?
Send in the sets you come up with and share your ideas.

Please send any responses to Meccanisms, including ‘Sometimes It Be’s Like That’
topics, things you’'ve overheard @ The Mecca, things to test ourselves on or ‘Six
Degrees of Separation’ sets to hilltopjana@gmail.com

THE HILLTOP
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Car Customization Revs Up

car enthuasists. Some displayed their machines (above). Others, like Andy
Williamson, founder of C-16 Autostyle, displayed their minds (below).

Phota Courtesy of General Mojors

XM Satellite Radio’s Hot Import Nights, Nightshift brought out all kinds of

With Growing Popularity

BY JANA HOMES
Managing Editor

Have you ever seen a
Chevy with the butterfly
doors?

Maybe not, but chances
are you've seen a car with a
little more than stock parts
under its hood.

Car customization is
among the most rapidly
growing American consumer
trends. According to statistics
released by General Motors,
75 percent of GM and non-
GM owners have reported
that they have purchased
non-factory accessories or
plan to. Manufacturers have
taken notice and now offer
models with more compat-
ible accessories, or market
options.

“This market 18 so
gigantic that this doesn't
even scratch the surface”
said Andy Williamson, of
“Nightshift,” the XM Satellite
Radio’s Hot Import Nights
(HIN) custom car, which was
held on Saturday, Sept. g in
Las Vegas.

Williamson is the founder
of C-16 Autostyle, a magazine
that caters to car enthusiasts.
After selling he publication,
he still maintains his status
as one of the driving forces
behind the ever shifting face
of the automotive industry.

“If you look around, you
see the eclectic people and

IR e -
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get a glimpse of the diver-
sity of the people involved,”
Williamson said, highlighting
the range of people interested
in the customization market.

The industry, termed
the ‘tuner market' after the
individuals who personally
tune up their vehicles, has
spawned various off-shots in
other areas. In addition to C-
16 Autostyle, there are other
publications. King, another
magazine that caters to young
people,
which will celébrate its third

anniversary this year., These

lesser known publications,
and others like Max Power
and Super Street, join more
established names like Motor
Trend and Autoweek.

The media isn’t the only
group attempting to capital-
ize on the auto market. The
logos of customization hous-
es, like West Coast Choppers,
can be seen on t-shirts and
jeans, as well as bummers.

“It's not something they:

do on the side. This is the
lifestyle,” said Williamson,
in explanation of the bloom-
ing related auto companies.
“It's what they live. It's what
they breathe. It reflects in the
clothes they wear. It reflects
in the websites they go to.”

Those involved in the
tuner market are faithful to
enhaneing their vehicles, as
each update makes updates
to other parts of the vehicle
necessary.

Photo Courtesy of General Motors
Custom car shows, like XM Satellite’'s Nightshift, are a
popular way for people to trade customization secrets.

developed Rides,

Those who choose to par-
ticipate don't seem to mind
much/ Some are happy to do
it and enjoy the responses
eustomizing elicits. _

“T just like to show it off
for shows like this. Just take it
out and show it around,” said
car owner Mike Cisneros, of
Las Vegas, who was present
at the Nightshift event. His
2003 Jaguar S Type is decked
out with Lamburgini style
butterfly doors, Gucci print
upholstery from the console
to the trunk, where it swad-
dles a Dell television moni-
tor. Cisneros reports this as
his favorite feature of the car,
because of the reactions he
gets when he pops the trunk
and the monitor pops up.

“Ilike the 20-inch plasma
because when everyone sees
it, they're like ‘Whoa! What
the heck?™ Cisneros said.

But not everyone sees the
point of making additions to
the stock features that they
pay for in the sticker price.

“The purpose of my car is
to get me from here to there,
and I don't see it as a sym-
bol of my status,” said senior
psychology and mathematics
major Katie Chipungu.

Other factors contribute
to Chipungu’s no frills atti-
tude about her transporta-
tion. The car customization
industry may be a costly one,
with consumers paying the
price of quality.

“When it's all said and
done, people can spend
$50,000 to $100,000 easy,”
Williamson said.

GM reported that, of the
GM and non-GM customers
surveyed, people spent and
average of $1,050 per vehicle
for their accessories and plan
to spend more on the next.

Chipungu, like many stu-
dents, has to keep an eye on
her money and doesn’t feel
that the add-ons to her car
would be worth it.

“I'm in college. I don't
have a job. That stuffis expen-
sive. And I need food. I don’t
have money to do that stuffto
my car,” Chipungu said.

But regardless of what

some think, the tuper mar- -

ket is expanding and doesn’t
show any signs of slowing
down.

SEPTEMBER 14, 2006

Pl Courdesy  of General Molors
The Drive, an automotive performance park, goes by the motio “Take the
Wheel. Feel The Rush.” They offer customers the chance to test drive vehi-
cles, like the Chevrolet HHR (above) or the Hummer H3 (below).

Phaoto Conrtesy of General Motors

General Motors hosted its first College Journalist Event on Saturday, Sept. 9, in
Las Vegas. The Howard University Hilltop was among the publications invited,

GM Gears Towards Youth

BY JANA HOMES
Managing Editor

Commentary

The youth market has
long been looked at as a sales
paradise. They have fewer
fiscal trappings than adult-
hood, and some companies
are taking notice.

Among them is General
Motors, which has devel-
oped a few vehicles to
appeal to their sensibilities.
In addition to these cars,
they  recently sponsored
their first College Journalist
Event, which I attended this
past weekend.

Las Vegas was the site
of the gathering, with two
unbeatable events in the
area. The first portion of the
trip was conducted at “The
Drive,” and automotive per-
formance park. The attrac-
tion, which will' only be open
until November and has not
yet confirmed opening at

any other location, was laid’

out with two courses for visi-
tors test-driving enjoyment.

Each driver was super-
vised by a guide with the staff
being comprised of profes-
sionals from various felds.
Most of the staff was made
up of profegsional drivers,
including a supervisor who
raced Porches. There was a
performance course, with
more than a few flashy cars
to whip around in, and an
off-road course with a num-
ber of luxury beasts to test

THE HILLTOP

the terrain with.

While the Pontiac
Solstice and the Cadillac STS
were fun to zip around in,
the highlight of the park was
the off-road course and the
Hummer products. Picture a
foot high eurb, followed by
pavement that seems racked
by an earthquake, a cavern
wall, and a small mountain.
Now, picture attempting to
drive over it in a car.

Atone point, the instrue-
tor actually said, “Don’t be
alarmed if you can't see the
road. That's why we put the
cacti there.”

The ‘car was at such
an extreme angle, that had
the window been down,
I could have reached out
and touched the pavement
beside the mound.

And when we
approached the mountain, 1
thought surely I would meet
my maker. But the H3 and
the Hz pick-up both took the
mountainlikea molehill. The
experience mimicked that of
an amusement parkgoer on
a roller coaster. No ground...
just sky. And a whole ‘lotta
uncertainty,

Once we came to a stop
at the top, I thought the
terror was over. The whole
“What goes up must come
down” idea didn’t occur to
me-until we approached the

‘downward incline, The trip

down was so much more
nerve-wracking and so
much more amazing. The
degree of that angle felt like

it was approaching 90 mph.
The view of all sky from the
windshield was replaced by
the concrete that I felt cer-
tain I wasabout to slam into
at any moment.

Butwe madeitdown and
back to the lot. And as skep-
tical as I was before hopping
in, I was equally convinced
after hopping out. And while
there's no real need for these
capabilities in an urban set-
ting, it sure would be reas-
suring to know they’re there.
Who knows when an entire
forest could be the obstacle
standing between you and
the nearest Starbucks.

Of course, Hummerisn't
the only brand under the
major sales umbrella. GM
has a whole host of other
vehicles.

There newest additions
are impressive to those who
use their car for transpor-
tation or recreation. The
Chevy HHR is a minivan
morphed into a sedan, It's
like a updated station wagon
with it's huge trunk space,
but normal seating area. It
can move your dorm room
furnishings or your surf-
board (should you be into
that and have somewhere to
actually surf).

And for those who don’t
like the bulky look, the Ave
has been labeled the it car for
“youthful refinement.” It's
as streamlined and spiffy as
their Cobalt, which is break-
ing and making records in
the drag racing world.
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‘Survivor’s newseason that
kicks off tonight will be like no
other as teams are split-up by
race. Though the separation
of contenders by their ethnic
background is disturbing upon
first glance, the 13th season
of the show has solved one
problem: more diversity on a
show that needed it

are even more commonalities
making the teams even and
the contest anybody’s game.

The separation by races is
only the way the game begins
and as players advance and
are eliminated the races slowly
merge.

Though -the division is

realize that we must all pay
attention to the ways society
places us all into categories.
Using race as a divider
is not a new concept. Donald
Trump thought of split-
ting up contenders on ‘The
Apprentice’ by race but after
protest backed away from the
idea, which we were

badly.

In our cur-
rent society where
political correctness
is key, a show that
seperates  contes-
tants solely by race

‘does not fit. But in -~ tremendously.
Y I N T T N T R

'sciously root for the

Egame show contestant who
usually has the most in com-
mon with us and for many of
us that boils down to race.

Admit it. We all hope the
black person on ‘Fear Factor'
takes the money - and cross
our fingers there is no water
involved.

So ‘Survivor's new race
season confronts those feel-
ings many of us harboranyway
and addresses the fact that
there are some fundamental
differences in races - but there

Our View:

Though the new ‘Survivor’
treads a very thin line, they have
increased diversity on the show

glad to hear. We
hope other shows
don’t look to race
as a way to exploit
racial tensions, but
are glad to see the
conversations that
have sprung from

"

great for increasing the num-
ber of minorities on the show,
it could also lead to unneces-
sary tension and we hope the
race divisions won't lead to
racial slurs being used in the
already tense competition.

Many critics also argue
that using race begins a slip-
pery slope of acceptable social
groups leaving some asking
what'snext: Jews vs. Christian?
pro-life vs, pro choice?

We at the Hilltop don't
things will get that bad, but

—  “Survivor's  new

twist.

From boxing to politics,
Black people have always
looked to black contenders to
not only represent themselves,
but the race.

And until we have greater
inclusion in mainstream enter-
tainment, those in the public
eye need to realize they have
a lot of people depending on
them. We hope the black team
kicks butt tonight!

Perspective: Setting the Record Straight

Alright, I've been at

Howard for three weeks now
and I'm already starting to
see a trend develop that quite
frankly is pissing me off.
' This is the bad reputation
‘of Drew Hall. 1, myself, am a
fourth floor resident of Drew
‘and an entering freshman (of
course). From what I've estab-
lished so far, our reputation
was shot down before we even
had ‘a chance to prove our-
selves.

My closest female friend
refuses to even come near
Drew for fear of being called
a “Drew Rat.” Even after con-
vineing her that anybody who
even halfway thinks of her as
a “Drew Rat” isn't worth being
cool with anyway, she still
won't come near the building.

— e —

This is.  ridiculous.
Everywhere I go [ hear of girls
going to visit Carver, and to be
honest, they are worse than us.
This reputation needs to stop
immediately.

Ladies, if you cant find
a good man at Drew, where
can you find one? Most of the
males here were in the top 10
percent of their class in high
school.,

They are already doing
better than most people their
age by simply being in college
right now. They know for the
most part what they're doing
with their lives. What more can
you ask for?

I've been told by many
females that I'm the “exception
of Drew” and that still isn't good
enough. I don’t want any of my

——
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L1 o Does your organization have an event coming up?.
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brothers to have a bad name.
Just because there’'s a few
idiots in the building doesn't
make everyone tainted.

Just the other day in our
mandatory meeting, one of our
RA’s told us that some dude
threw crackers out the top floor
window at some females in the
courtyard and screamed out,
“Feed the Drew Rats!” About
99 percent of the dudes in that
room were ready to toss the
dude who did it out that same
window if we ever found out
who it was.

Drew is full of good men.
Some of you ladies have already
realized that. To the rest of you
close-minded people, grow the
hell up...

Jarett Payne, class of

2010
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Daily SuDoku

Directons: Each row, each column,
and each 3x3 box must contain each
and every digit 1-9 exactly once.
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Zirin, Thomas Host Forum on Sports and Social Justice

BY CARYN GRANT
Sporls Editor

Politics and sports joined
forces last night as Busboys
and Poets, the local restaurant
and bookstore located at 2021
14th 8t., NW, hosted “What's
My Name, Fool? : Sports and
Resistanee in the U.S.”

The forum on sports and
social justice was named after
the book by author Dave Zirin,
who was a featured speaker at
the event.

Zirin by

was joined

Washington Wizards center
and poet Etan Thomas on the

stage.
“A lot of times, sports are

used as a bulldozer for some of

the worst values and ideas in
this country,” Zirin said.

Zirin reealled an Atlanta
Braves game he once attend-
ed in which 30 people were
inducted into the Marines on
the field prior to the game, as
President Bush and Condoleeza
Rice looked on and waved from
the owners box. He used this
as an example of using sports
to push a political agenda.

“We need to take sports
back,” he said.

Zirin discussed  his hook

Fhale by Jembca Dptiepe - S0 Plasiogragphes

and the historv of athletes as
political figures in America.

Mahmoud  Abdul-Rauf,
the former Denver Nuggels
point guard that remained In
the lockerroom during the pre-
game playing of the National
Anthem, and Muhammad Ali,
whose face graces the book’s
cover, were mentioned as hav-
ing been persecuted for their
beliefs and voicing their opin-
ions to the public.

Zirin also spoke of sports
figures that were able to use
their fame as a platform for
speaking out.

“It shows the power of
sporls and what they can do,”
he said.

Again, Ali was used
an example. Zirin said that
Ali's an interna-
tional sports figure may have
made him more powerful and
more of a political threat than
Kwame Ture,

He then commended. cur-
rent athletes that follow in the
tradition of Ali and "Abdul-
Rautf.

Thomas took the sta
an example of those current
athletes that speak out politi-
cally.

“There’s a lot of athletes
positive things, but
that's not what the media is
talking about,” Thomas said.

Thomas mentioned jour-
nalist William Rhoden and his
new book titled, “Forty Million
Dollar Slaves: The Rise, Fall,
and Redemption of the Black
Athlete.”

as

status as

ge as

doing
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Washington Wizard Etan Thomas performs a
from his book, “More Than an Athlete.”

is lost,” Thomas said.

Thomas voiced his dis-
agreement with that idea and
invited those that were inter-
ested to attend a debate that
will he held between Rhoden
and Thomas on September 25
at Georgetown University.,

Thomas ended the session
by pointing out the néed to
show young people that they
must use the game and not let
it use them.

“You can use sports to
get a free education,” he said,
noting that college players are
often encouraged to take eas-
ier ¢lasses and focus on their

On

OWn

respective sport.

“The revolution
mental.” he said. “Once vou
change the mentality of peo-
ple, then vou start gaining in
different avenues.”

1S NOW

SCOREBOARD
& SCHEDULE

SCORES

‘Men's Soccer

Howard 0
James Madison 5
TODAY'S GAMES
None

poem

TODAY IN SPORTS

HISTORY...
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Sept. 14 1994,

Major League Baseball

ers uUnanimous-

ly voted td cancel the
remainder of the

Season.

*What Bill Rhoden said in
his book is that today’s athlete

Don’t Sleep On...
Fantasy Football Draftees that May Get Overlooked

The NFL season has begun and that means John Madden’s videogame franchise'is pouring in the cash, and other sports junkies track statsplaying fantasy football. Thisinsanely popular staple in

Author Dave Zirin discusses his book, left, in a sports and
social justice forum held at Busboys and Poets last night.

fantasy gaming has catapulted to tremendous heights due to the internet, with its up=to=date info available via phone, watch, ete. Fantasy points are based on how well the players you picked perform.
The gamer with the most points accumulated by a team in the league at the end of the season is the winner.
When you're drafting players remember: sleeper picks may throw off other competitors. Superstars can have off weeks, Here's a brief breakdown of shocker and no-brainer picks

QUARTERBACK

- NFC Obvious Picks:

Matt Hasselbeck (SEA)
Jake Delhomme (CAR)
Donovan McNabb (PHI)

NFC Sleepers:

Mare Bulger (STL) — Bulger has the sec-
ond highest passing rating in the NFC. This
upset pick may upset teams all the way to the
| phi}"ﬂffs!

Mark Brunnell (WAS) - Ok, he's old,
btit he's also commanding arguably one the
toughest receiver corps this year with Brandon
Lloyd, Randle El, Santana Moss, and Cooley.

Kurt Warner (ARZ) - Any minute, this
one time MVP will be benched for first round
pick Mat Leinart. This old dog has new tricks
with Edgerrin James rounding out the back-

| field.

Eli Manning (NYG) - Baby Manning
shows signs of promise; could be break out
year for NFC east champs.

AFC Obvious Picks:

Ben Roethlisberger (PIT)
Peyton Manning (IND)
Carson Palmer (CIN)
Tom Brady (NWE)

AFC Sleepers:

Byron Lefiwich (JAX) ~ He gets better
each year. He had an 89 passing rating last
vear and led the AFC with the least intercep-
tions.

Steve McNair (BAL) — He's imallhy and
has a new team. I mean, a real team with a
| running game, defense, and offense line.

Trent Green (KC) - Trent's stats are not
far from Carson Palmer's. Trent's team just
sucks,

WIDE RECEIVER/ RUNNING BACK DEFENSE
TIGHT END _ .
) 1 | J - .* : - . ..ﬁ.. » '
NFC Obvious Picks: | NFC Obvious Picks: NFC Obvious Pick:

Steve Smith (CAR)
Santana Moss (WAS)
Terrell Owens (DAL)

NFC Sleepers:

Torry Holt (STL) - Tied for 2 in réecep-
tion yards in the NFC,

Plaxico Burgess (NYG) = This hard to
cover Giant is downs receiver by definition.

Terry Glenn (DALY - While T.0. is get-
ting double teamed, don't be surprised if
Glenn fairs better numbers wise sans T,

AFC Obvious Picks:

Chad Johnson (CIN)
Marvin Harrison (IND)
T'E Antonio Gates (SDG)

AFC Sleepers:

Randy Moss (OAK) — He's a sleeper
because he can't throw to himself. This multi-
ple Pro Bowler has a new QB this year again,

Hines Ward (PIT) — He's never really
beefed up with stats, but he is the reigning
Super Bowl MVP ! y

Reggi¢ Wayne (IND) ~ Peyton Manning's
second option still manages to snag thousand
yard receptions, probably because the other
gets double team.

Shaun Alexander (SEA)
Tiki Barber (NYG)
Carnell "Cadillac™ Williams (TAM)

NFC Sleepers:
Steven Jackson (STL) — Another great

young player has the ¢hance to take the
| reigns from Marﬁha.ll l*.mll-:r as. tha.sl;nrt;er.

=4 O
Clinton Portis (WAS) - His. qu:el muo

vard seasons get the job done,

Warrick Dunn (ATL) - 'The other run-
ning back besides Mike Vick is pretty good.

‘Willie Park (PIT) ~ The speedy baek,

who had 1200

nitely relieve B what"ﬁahﬁ nnmas th';b}f-
ing arm. é e ;_‘,{, o

'l\-

Jamal Lms@ {BM} ~ With thE 'aﬂﬂi*
tion of Stéve MeNair rovitalizing § the uﬁ:e‘nsé
Lewis should deﬂn"lf:ety beneﬁi" w,i;h

pass game,

ards last season, will defi- |

Chiengo Bears

NFC Sleeper:

Tampa Bay Buccaneers— Average the
lowest yurds per gathe agmnqt opponent’s
'ﬂﬂ:ﬂm ‘:u 5 &

> . }" 3 .‘Iﬂn-."! F 8 ' |
d ~ . .!I |f W
g =s l'l .
AFC Obvious Picks: o I =\
\ d Wy AFC Obvious Pick:
LaDainian Tomlinson (SD). -~ .~ ~
Tatum Bell (DEN) e -3' 10 Pitts}luty,h Steelers
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~_AFC Sleeper:

New England- With the addition of future
“hallof famer Junior Seau, if this bunch stays
healthy don’t be surprised if they go to the
Super Buwl and win!

Larry Johnson (KAN) — No big name

endorsements, just had the highest yard total !

in the AFC.

By Brian Trotter, Contributing Wiiter
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