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Do Not Slay My Soul!

But like you a bee without a hive.

Do not strangle my spirit

That gives me vitality and a soul -~

For what am I without that force within
all beings

That gives you courage and makes you
whole.

Do not murder my mind
The memory of my consciousness keeps, ~
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Standing Still

I took

days without ends

and nights, too.

Kicked anger in the ass
and trampled on jealousy,
olive and branches

of oak made the difference.

Paying the dues

the mongoose paid
pursuing the illusions,
traversing rubicons
that never were there
in the first place.
Silent drums

beating in my brain

_ thunderous notes

of discordant harmony
like palm leaves

thrashing about in a storm.

Asante, M.K.
Williamsville, N.Y.
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So, YOU Want To Be My Anchorman,
My Brother?

Ah, my Brother

You've been pampered and fed

On a diet of hatred until

It’s you I now dread.

As cattle you've been prodded

Not forward, but backward instead.

So, you say to me

Sister, step back and wait

Wait

Until you get yourself straight
Too late?

For some of us, your Sisters
Have opened the gate

How can we step back and wait?
To forge ahead has been our fate.

Catch up, we say

Is the only way

To make tomorrow

A brighter day.

Come, join our fight

For this land to be

Safe and free for you and me.

To give our children

A chance to see

What God intended His world to be.
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Again, my Sister, I say to you
Step back.

Step back and wait

Give me the chance

To take the rein

Give me the chance

To loose the chain

That binds my spirit

And dulls my brain

That anchors my hopes

In yesterday’s dreams
Holding me fast

In failure’s streams

I want to be free

A giant in your eyes

Not to compete

For most cunning and wise
Just a chance, my Sister, to be

All you would hope to find in me.

Minnie B. Chapman
Landover, Md.
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