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Howard’s MS? Prepares Kids for the Future

BY CHRISTINA M. WRIGHT

Campus Eddor

Repainted fresh white walls, new col-
lapsible tables, new cushioned blue chairs
by a newly-tiled fireplace and new white
wood bookshelves surround what Howard
students used to know as the Writing
Center.

That scene is only the beginning of the
changes made to the old Human Ecology
building in preparations for the state-of-
the-art Middle School of Mathematics and
Science (MS2).

When the middle school first opened,
officials were reluctant to allow press into
the school because they were working on
their primary goal: the children.

“We wanted to focus on the first thing,
which was to get the [school] up and
going,” said Paul Organ, Ph.D, the head
of school at MS2. “Michelangelo didn’t let
people come into the Sistine Chapel until
he finished the painting,”

The renovated building, guarded by
keypads that require a keycard and code,
holds classrooms packed with technology
not offered at many middle schools.

“This group of students, in 10 years,
will be competing with people from other
countries that are already equipped with
all of this technology,” Organ said. “If we
don’t bring these students up to speed,
they will not be prepared for the global
world.”

Five-hundred pound plasma screens,
which required special mounts and were
specially created by putting four smaller
screens together, hangs in the front of
every classroom.

Teachers in each room are equipped
with desktop Macintoshes, and anything
they are able to pull up on those computers
is displayed on the plasma screens for the
entire class to see.

A camera hangs in the front and back
of every classroom, allowing for telecon-
feren The eénd gpal with these cameras
is that they vAll allow students in foreign
countries to participate in class.

Every student in the school was pro-
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vided with a laptop at the beginning of the
school year. The devices are equipped with
Microsoft Word, Microsoft Excel, iChat,
Garageband and a search engine.

“Children should be able to learn with-
out teachers and parents standing over
them,” said Marjorie Llovd, Ph.D, chief
academic advisor at MS2. “The technology
allows the teaching to be seamless, here
and at home.”

Each household at the middle school
was also provided DSL by Verizon.

“Marie Johns was essential in help-
ing facilitate hooking the families up with
wireless,” Organ said.

From time to time, students use the
classic methods of pen and paper to make
sure the technology they have to their
advantage does not hinder their basic

- skills.

“We have to make the link so that, if
they have the technology, they can use it,

Pl Usartosy of L gdversits O ommmppi e s
The old Writing Center (above) now houses middile school students enrolled in
Howard's Middle School of Mathematics and Science, which opened last fall.

but, if they don't have it, they can do with-
out it,” Organ said.

The curriculum at MS2 is designed
to accelerate all of the students. Among
the basics such as language arts, science,
mathematics and social studies, students
are required to learn Spanish.

“This is a vital skill for their future,”
Lloyd said. “We just feel that, in modern
America, you just have to be bilingual.”

Typical middle schools are in session
for eight hours, but MS2 has an extended
day in order to enrich the students. They
participate in morning activities such as
¢reative writing and mission mathemat-
ics. At 3:00 p.m., the students participate
in Extended Day activities, ranging from
digital chess to quilting,

Fvery six weeks, the series of morn-
ing and Extended Day activities are rear-
ranged, .-reflective of the surveys given to
students and parents. These surveys are

“We want [Howard
students| to be aware
that there are middle

school students
modeling themselves
after them.”

- Dr. Paul Organ, Head of the MS*

part of the co~-constructive structure of the
school that allows the input of teachers,
parents and students.

“The students and parents have a
whole lot more power here than at your
typical public school " Llovd said.

Faculty and students brainstorm ideas
for the different activities. The favorites so
far are quilting, dance and the numerous
digital classes. *

Help around the school is not absent.
Parents are required to volunteer with the
school for at least five hours a month, and
about 20 Howard students work for the
school. There are more Howard organi-
zations offering help than there is work,
according to Organ.

He said there has “been a lot of support
from the Howard student body,” but want-
ed to let the students know that the middle
school students are watching them.

“We want them to be aware that there
are. middle school students modeling
themselves after them,” Organ said, mak-
ing reference to the attire and conduct of
students.

Brittany A. Williams, theatre arts
sophomore, said students should mindful
of their dress because of stereotypes given
to African Americans.

“It’s true for real life,” she said. “College
is supposed to-be the link between now
and the professional world. How you dress
here is supposed to dictate what you would
wear in the professional world.”

Mock Trial Team Wins Georgia Competition

This past weekend, the Howard University Mock
Trial Team beat out 19 teams lo place first at the
First Annual Ramblin’ Wreck Invitational Mock
Trial Tournament at Georgia Tech in Atlanta,

Ga. Some of the participating teams Includ-

ed Morehouse College which came in third
place, Furman University, George Washington
University and Georgia Institute of Technology.
The Mock Trial Team Is coached by Felicia
Walker, Ph.D and Attorney Tlana Johnson.

BY SHANAE HARRIS
Ass! Campus Editor

Dean of the School of
Communications Jannette
Dates, along with Associate
Dean David Woads,
Communication Scences
and Disorders Chair Ovetta
L. Harns, Journalism Chair
Phillip Dixon, and Multi-
media Manager Jim Brown
addressed the concerns of
Communications students
in a town hall meeting pre-
sented by the student coun-
cil Wednesday.

“This is your opportu-
nity to yoice your opinions
about any issues that you as
students are dealing with,”
said Brandon Wallace,
School of Communications
student council president,

_ Students addressed the
panel with coneerns of varni-
ous issues such as equip-

ment problems, curriculum,
post-graduation job oppor-
tunities, class schedules,
and department concerns,

Dates addressed the
equipment CONCerns,
explaining the school is
striving to upgrade.

“We are always look-
ing for an opportunity to
upgrade equipment and
to get more money to gel
new buildings that will have
this new technology,” Dates
said. “We do not intend on
putting new technology in
just any building.”

Dixon “agreed with
Dates, explaining his own
efforts to improve the
equipment for communica-
tions students.

“Every chance | have to
put aside money for technol-
ogy and equipment, 1 do,”
he said. “We have doubled
broadcast equipment to

check out, and we are also
trving to take advantage of
where we are by taking our
students to facilities like
Bloomberg, News Channel 4
and The Washington Post.”

Other concerns were
centered around professors,
and their experience and
teaching methods. Dates
responded again that the
school s currently working
on the changes.

"We are working on
getting more professors,”
she said.

She added that profes-
sors can now teach their
class the way they see fit.

“We try to have aca-
demic freedom so that pro-
fessors can teach the way
they want to, but we also
have guidelines for a cer-
tain body of knowiedge to
cover,” she said.

Scheduling times of

courses also seemed to be
a major concern of students
i the school.

“We try to spread the
classes out because we don't
have a lot of classrooms,
and while we try to do what
we can to make sure everyv-
one gets the conrses they
need and when they wani,
we can't make everyone
happy,” Dates said.

“1 encourage everyone
to try and be the first one to
register during general reg-
istration and get the sched-
ule you want.”

Students with majors
in the Communication and
Culture field were worried
about the accreditation sta-
tus of the department and
whether or not it would hin-
der them after graduation.

“There is no communi-
cation and culture depart-
ment in the country that is

el Sannth - Aot Phestn Ectiior

Dean of the School of C, Janette Dates, discussed
student concerns in a town hall meeting Wednesday.

accredited because there is  writing what you are think-

no other department like it. ing.”

We are discussing using a Woods added, *1 think

system to accredit it, but | that your input is important

think it will take at least five and greatly valued because

years,” Dates said. we will never see it the same
Dean Woods and the way that students do.”

panel participants stressed
their open door policies and
encouraged all students to
“be in contact and put in

"
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Undergrads Begin Research

BY FARREN HINTON
Hilltop Staff Writer

Recently, the Office for Undergraduate Research
was established to provide undergraduate students
with the same opportunities which were previously
only available to graduate students,

Dr. Kelly Mack of the Office for Undergraduate
Research said the motivation for the office has
developed because undergraduate research has
proven to be a valuable component of an integrated
academic program,.

*Although there has been an increase in under-
graduate research experiences within the past 20
vears,” she sald. “There is still a need to increase
the number and quality of undergraduate research
experiences, particularly for unrepresented minor-
ity student populations and women."

Research is not just centered around science,
engineering or history majors. Mack said it is the
hope of the office to provide research opportunities
to students from all majors and disciplines.

“It is envisioned that all undergraduate stu-
dents at Howard University will benefit from the
efforts of the Office for Undergraduate Research,
regardless of his or her major,” Mack said.

The office, currently run by an Advisory
Council, consists of members representing all dis-
ciplines, departments and programs that involve
undergraduate students.

“All departments at Howard University
will potentially be involved with the Office for
Undergraduate Research in enhancing the under-
graduate experience at Howard,” Mack said.

Students who conduct research through the
office are offered a long list of research activities in
which to participate, including travel and profes-
sional developmental programs,

“Students will be able to take advantage of
hands-on research training by Howard University
faculty and other qualified mentors off campus,
travel to discipline-specific national and region-
al conferences, and gain access to seminars and
events aimed at enhancing the professional literacy
of HU students,” Mack said.

The Hilltop

Survey Says...

In the near future, funds will be available as
support for students actively involved in research.
The funds will be dispersed to aid students in the
procurement of supplies and equipment, as well as
travel and stipends. Applications for this funding
will be available this semester for research con-
ducted during the coming summer and fall semes-
ters. Support is now available for those students
interested in doing research this semester.

The office is currently dispersing funds for
those undergraduate students interested in tray-
eling to Baltimore, Md. February g-12 to attend
the National Historically Black Colleges and
Universities Undergraduate Program Conference.
Students should contact either Mrs. Katherine
McGraw in the Office of the Vice Provost for
Research, or e-mail Mack.

The news of the new program does not mean
that some Howard undergraduates have not already
been taking part in research projects. Currently,
there are several independent programs that exist
on campus which support undergraduate research.
But the new office serves as an "umbrella for under-
graduate research efforts across the campus,”™ Mack
said.

For undergraduates who are interested
in the office, the 1" Annual Posters on the Hill-
Undergraduate Research Day will be held March
28 in the Blackburn Center, and will host repre-
sentatives and directors from graduate and under-
graduate research programs who will be recruiting
qualified and interested students into their pro-
grams. Registration for the event is free and can
be obtained at the Office of the Vice Provost for
Research until the deadline March 14.

Dr. Mack has a message for all undergradu-
ate students. “We would like for students to know
that whether or not they are currently involved in
research, have been contemplating getting involved
in research, or aren’t sure whether or not they want
to be involved in research, we feel that the Office
has something to offer them, which will not only
enhance their experiences as undergraduates, but
also make them more marketable as graduates of
the University,” she said.
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Wednesday Night Live
Hosts Apollo Night

Derell Smith - Assi, Photo Edidor

The theme of the first Wednegday Night Live of the semester was ‘A Night at the
Apollo.’ Instead of the famoys log on the popular show, contestants rubbed on a twig. |
And, instead of Kiki Sheparq presenting the contestants for judging by the crowd, Kay-
Kay helped with the presentatjon. In the end, the crowd decided Leea Allen (above)
and Kiyaana S. Cox were the pest participants of the night.

THE SPOTLIGHT
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Some think
new name.

We think
new global
opportunities.

Credit Suisse First Boston is now Credit Suisse. By operating as a
single brand, with a single global vision, we can provide you with more
opportunities than ever before. Your vision brought yéu to one of the
world's most respected educational institutions. Now be a part of one
of the world's most respected financial institutions. Credit Suisse is
IODking for individuals who are interested in Ieammg about investment
bankmg_ from a umquel}/ international perspective., Check out how you
can fit in and stand out at Credit Suisse.

www.credit-suisse.com/standout \
Credit Suisse | Thinking New Perspectives. C RE D IT S U I S S E

THE HILLTOP
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What's Good in the District

Randy Weston’s African Who: The formal acquisition
Rhythm’s Quintet ceremony of the Dr. Carter G.
Who: Senegalese kora player Woodson House to the Natiopal
Abdou Mboup will join jazz pia- Park Service. Presented in part by
nist Randy Weston for this per- the Howard University Capstone
formance. Chapter of the Association for
When: 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 28  the Study of African American Life
Where: The John F Kennedy and History (ASALH)

Center for the Performing Arts

2700 F St. NW When: Saturday, January 28, 2006
Washington, DC | pm.- 3 pm.

Price: $30 Where: Henry C. Gregory Family
For More Info: 202-467-4600 Life Center of the Shiloh Baptist

Church 1510 9 Street, NW
Slum Village
What/Who: Recording artists’ Country Blues, Gospel,
Slum Village will perform live and Old-Time Bluegrass
at the Urban Restyln' Salon, on When: 6 p.m. Saturday, Jan, 28
Saturday, January 28 from 2-4 pm. Where: Millennium Stage - The

Adults: $10 John F Kennedy Center for the

Washington Convention Center  Performing Arts

801 Mount Vernon Place NW 2700 F St. NW

Washington, DC Washington, DC

i :r More Info: 202-467-4600 e
gation of the Dr. ice: Free Detroit’s Slum Village will be performing at the Urban Restylin’

Carter G. Woodson House Salon on January 2%0 from 2—4P:.r|:1. Tlci?ah are only $1 Dfmy
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Does your organization have an event coming up?
Do you think it’s newsworthy?
Would you llka 1t cavered in The Hnlltop"

Send yaur'fpre&s release to.us today!
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Not Your Ordinary
Cap & Gown
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‘ k Maya Gilliam
| CEO/Photographer
"\ 336.414.0567
A\ '\ ( mgilliam@iiieyedigital.com
NS\ wwwiiieyedigital.com
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Are you
Morgan Stanley?

We Invite You to Find Out.

Learn more about the Financial Control Group and Global Operations & Services divisions at the
following events. All majors are welcomed to apply for GOS internships. Finance and Accounting
majors.are welcomed for FCG internships.

Senior Speaker Resume Drop Ends: Information Session: On-Campus Interviews:
Presentation: February 4 February 16 February 17
February 2 5:00-6:30pm 8:30am-5:00pm

6:00~7:30pm Faculty Lounge Business Career Center
Faculty Lounge

VISIT AND APPLY ONLINE at www.morganstanley.com/careers

MorganStanley

THE HILLTOP
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HE BOONDOCKS
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NAACP Honors The
Boondocks’ Aaron McGruder

Anyone who has read a hip-
hop magazine has been famil-
iar with the comic strip “The
Boondocks™ for some time. As
soon as the Cartoon Network
announced the cartoon series
would be airing on Adult Swim,
existing fans were elated. The
show, which is relatively new,
has gotten a wide range of
reviews and eriti- —
cisms. Some feel the
frequent use of cer-
tain profane language
is offensive while
other see it as a satiri-
cal; poking fun and
exposing stereotypes.
We were somewhat
surprised when the

have split views on. Previously
R. Kelly and “The Parkers” gar-
nered Image Award nods, so

sometimes we disagree with the

NAACP. Sometimes it seems that
the NAACP has lost its course
and place in modern times, but
hopefully the organization will
hang on. However, the main
purpose nf the Image Award

Our View:

Though the cartoon seemed like
an odd pair with the NAACP, we
can understand why they’'d high-

light McGruder’s work.

Chris” “Girlfriends” join “The
Boondocks™ as nominees for the
Outstanding Comedy Series cat-
egory.

At the Hilltop, we think
Aaron MecGruder has taken a
racial, political and entertaining
stand on a lot of hot topics. We
do not see malice in his portray-
als of stereotypes or seemingly
— offensive language.

Instead, we view
him as trving to make
a point -- to make peo-
ple think and to raise
discussion and debate
whether quietly in
your head or with a
group of colleagues
about the images

NAACP announced

“The Boondocks™ nomination
for the 37" Image Awards that
will air in March.

We see the NAACP trving
to connect to younger African-
Americans and align with the
mainstream topics, which we all

is to celebrate outstanding
achievements and performances
of people of color in literature,
television, motion pictures and
recording arts,

Shows such as “The Bernie
Mac Show™ “Evervbody Hates

presented of African-
Americans.

Not only is his work thought
provoking, but the man can
draw! Congratulations to “The
Boondocks™ for stirring some
healthy controversy and for the
nomination.

Gonna Be A Brighter Day...

Edward Amad

I think the Dbigger issue
about the college-spending cri-
sis is that we at Howard, as black
people, and as young Americans,
are not adequately financially
aware. Many of us haven't made
much money yet, but there's so
much information that to know
ahead of the paychecks. When
the time comes people need to
be ready and prepared so peo-
ple won't get weaseled out of
their precious cheese. There is
more to the equation than sim-

plv avoiding debt or having a
budget. We have in our minds
places we want to go, things we
want to do but we have no idea
how to really get the money to
make it happen. Poor people on
the street and millions of other
people have those dreams just
like us, yet only a few realize
them. If we can grasp impor-
tant financial concepts, we can
not only be wealthy and have all
the things we want, but we can
help bring black people up as a
whole. If we do it the right way
we can even leave a little some-

thing for our kids. Quite frank-
ly, that's how financially pru-
dent white people stay rich. Our
materialism Luh'.lhl wed with our
lack of financial wisdom is one
of our greatest enemies. If those
in the position helped educate
Howard's campus (not just busi-
ness majors) in terms of asset
building, investment, and finan-
cial management, the future for
the black community and our
own futures would certainly be
brighter. Much brighter

172506 FREQUENT FLYERS by Daniel R. Stark, adited by Stanley Newman
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| et reat! ¥
5 Maountain passes T
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17 Capshaw or Moss

i85 Knock _ loop o -
19 Fourth-down oplions

2 Engull

22 Gold brick
23 Mineral deposits

24 Birch-tree relalives

25 Let happen
Paulo. Brual

29 Mile-high city
I Young cow
34 "Garfield” dog 4

i3 nulo. i

o'l - * i
Y Morse

42 Well aware of P

43 Recnut's semience ender

I8 Expensive spice

40 Juicy morsels

45 Tukes the wheel Furshe (2 Sinneey hewman, Seirbused by Creates Symocats i tiombng 4 Someese i) PEIL com
46 Caught red-handed
49 "What's 1in

34 Wines and dines

47 Tips ofl

48 Frozen carbon dioxide
50 Narrow down

51 Hacienda matenal

52 Skirmish

54 With eyes open

5 Like very much
6 Declared frankly
7 Reads

§ Cold spell

U Clean one's desk

™ (Juliet's
query )

50 Burrito Kin

53 Lab weigit

55 Designer Simpson 1) Tournament format

11 Spree

12 Fur-trading tycoon

56 Reckless pedestnian
56 "Star Wars" knight
57 Reluy-ruce pans
58 24 pounds

59 Oklahoma city

60 Singer Mckntire

61 OFf the Arcuc or Antarctic
62 Essayist's alias

63 " kieine Nochimuosik”
64 Movie critic Roger

13 Twig-and-mud homes
21 Notas high

24 Work around

25 Chan comment

26 Low in Fat

27 London elevator

28 Joyriding, maybe

30 Singer Cole

32 Legendary nveter

15 Opera celeb

65 Patio cousin

66 Smooth-talking
67 Gives off fumes
68 "Hmm .

69 Fizzy drink

Down

| Sets as a price 36 Bit of gossip
37 Latin 101 verb
39 Not even one

41 Theater offenng

2 Cabbage concoction
i Minule wmogmnt
4 Know somehow
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Let Me See Your Grill: An Exp\oratlon of Dental Bhng

BY JOI GILLIAM
Copy Chiel

Senior marketing major
Ryen Wilsan bought himself
a grill for Christimas, but he
had to travel all the way to
Houston, Tex. to get it. He
says he paid $Si40 for a 14
karat gold grill that only took
six or seven hours to create
after getting a mold done of
his front top teeth.

“I had been wanting one
for a long time but the only
places that do it around here
are in Baltimore and I don't
really mess with Balfimore,”
he said.

Gold front teeth, or
“grills,” have been popular in
the South since the gos when
artists like Master P., Juvenile
and Baby smiled from ear to
ear in their videos just to show
off their diamond and plati-
num million-dellar grills, Now
the popular fashion statement
from the South has spread
and people like Wilson, a
Maryland native, are looking
to get cheaper versions.

Making the
even more popular
Howard students is Nelly's
most recent release, "Grillz,”
a collaboration with Big Gipp
and Paul Wall in which each
artist rhymes about their
favorite grill and shows off
their blinged-out teeth in the
video.

"1 was in MeDonald's the
other day and some kids start-
ed singing the song when they
saw me,” said Wilson,

Despite the growing pop-
ularity, some students think
the trend may be a little exces-
sive and inappropriate.

“Grilling out your mouth
has been part of Southern cul-
ture for a long time. But there
is & time and place for every-
thing. And personally, 1 think
they're just unattractive,” said
Angela Bacon, a junior English
major.

Sophomore Theatre Arts
Administration major, Alorie
Clark, agrees. “1 just don’t like
the way they look. Like when

dCCESRO0TY
among

a boy smiles, there's all this
metal stuff. 1t’s all shiny. I can
stand it if someone has two
but don’t have the whole top,
hattom or both,”™ she said.

However, Wilson says he
has received no negative com-
ments since getting his.

"People usually get excit-
ed and go crazy when they see
me with it,” he said

Others like junior audio
production major, Rudy
Hardie, think it i1s simply an
ACCESSOTY

“Dudes pay like 8600 for
a bracelet or chain and 1o have
a grill s just the same,” he
said

Although the more popu-
lar styles are the removable
fronts, some opt for perma-
nent teeth replacements.

With permanents, accord-
ing to Starlight Manufacturing
Inc.'s website, the tooth Is
shaved down significantly
in order to place the crown
properly and if it is removed,
causes trauma 1o the tooth
and area.

Dr. Dondre
general dentist and a mem-
ber of the National Dental
Association, said, “they rot
Licensed dentists
create & crown or bridge made
a certain way by a dental lab
and it is followed by specific
mstructions, [Grills] are not
done professionally by den-
tists and it's crap what I see.”

Dr. Hazel Harper, a past
president of the National
Dental  Association, warns
that, “there has to be a vital
consideration of how the
replacement is fitted so there
is no room for decay or bac-
teria.”

Although removable
fronts do not pose a health
risk, some students are more
concerned with the appropri-
ateness of wearing a grill.

"1 believe there’s definite-
ly a right time and place for
them, like not in the work-
place or an interview,” said
Danaul Pearce, a sophomore
management majm'.

Wilson, who is

Simpson, a

your teeth.

in the

Fhvsdis U oartesy of www ghosstortesth com and
www misbenmed com

Wilson, above, shows off
his grill that he bought in
Houston. The dental jew-
elry now has a hit by Nelly
and Paul Wall.
School of Business, simply
sees his grill as an accessory
and insists he would never
wear it to an important event.

“It's like a pair of shoes,
you can just throw it on or
take it off,” he said.

Who knows whether this
is only a short-lived trend
or if grills have moved from
being a familiar southern style
to mainstream fashion. It is
all about personal preference
and taste.

Howard students have
always found new and cre-
ative ways to enhance their
style and appearance so it was
only a matter of time until
they took notice of their smile.
They have recently shown
interest in dressing it up like
they are prone to doing with
the rest of their bodies.

Yes, we have all seen

Nelly's video “Grillz" when
they dance around flashing
their million dollar smiles and
who can forget Baby's, from
Cash Money, platinum grill.
But now the popularity has
grown beyond the South.
Danual Pearce, a sopho-
more Management major,

says, “Grills started in the
South and it’s starting to move
North. You can see dudes that
yvou know aren’t from the
South wearing them now.”

The ‘N Word’. . .Is It Okay?

BY MONQUE LISTON
Contributing Wiiler

Quite possibly the most
provocative, scandalous, and
notorious word in the his-
tory of the English language,
the ‘N word' has left piercing
scars on the consciousness of
Americans for over a hundred
Years.

It began as a word sym-
bolizing hatred, humiliation,
and shame then became a
taboo symbol of American his-
tory and has been converted
to a term of endearment used

UPDATED

among different races of young
people across the country.

The ‘N word,’ once
unmentionable, has become
a widelv-accepted epithet of
some members of the African
Diaspora. But, is that okay?

“The N Word - Divided
We Stand,” a documentary
about this precise topic is was
released on DVD, this week,
January 24.

Director Todd Williams is
quoted in an article in the St.
Petersburg Times as saying, “1
thought we're at a point where
we've lost complete control of

ANNUALLY

Plesisn (omriess of wew logp-wary oo

The connotative meaning of the ‘N Word" has changed,
according to some, but it's denotations remain the same.

the word.”

The documentary takes
an up close and personal look
at the use of the ‘N word’ in
today’s American culture. The
documentary in and of itself
does not give a precise answer
as whether or not the word
should continue to be used.

Each of the influential
people presented in the docu-
mentary, black and white, give
excellent rebuttals for using
and not using the word.

Rapper turned actor, Ice
Cube, savs in the film, “Black
people have done this with a
lot of things, we take this word
that has been a burden to us,
digest it, and spit it back out as

. . & badge of honor.”

However, admired music
producer Quincy Jones had
this to say, “A lot of people
have tried to flatten it . . . so it
wouldn't be that [hurtful]. But
it is designed to be derogatory.
. .. It's an expression of hate.
It has the ability inside the
family to be either the most
affectionate, or the most hurt-
ful [word].”

Howard University stu-
dents seem to be just as torn
upon the usage of the word.
When asked, many students
say they do not care for the
word; however, you hear it
used regularly all around cam-
pus from The Punch-Out to
The Yard.

Ericka Verela, junior
international business major
had this to say, "Most people
are hypocrites because despite
the fact that they don't like the
word, they use it in everyday
conversation.”

Yet, some students are
quite frank about their per-
sonal usage of the word.

ROTWING PROMISES

I'd & A5 CONTROVERSIAL OA C

BEw FpEs &

COMBESTTELE A5 . THE § WaRD

DIVIDED WE STAND

/ I

WRITER & DIRECTON
HELENA ECHEGOVEN .

FRODUCER

TOOD LARKINS

Fite Mhasi

The documentary, ‘The N-Word, Divided We Stand,’

attempts to shed

“Yeah, 1 use it,” said
sophomore psychology major,
Aaron Parker, I reaily dont
have a problem with it and its
use today.”

A key point in debate of
this issue could be the fact
that despite this continuing
discussion, Merriam-Webster
has yet to alter the definition
of nigger to “term of endear-
ment, shared among people of
the same social group.”

This argument may con-
tinue on for decades, but it
is doubtful that the word will

light on the Inflammatory word's use.

be removed from the slang of
young people anytime soon.

Even music mogul Damon
Dash expresses his ambiva-
lence concerning the word by
saying in the documentary,
“I'm personally conflicted.
There is no proper use for the
word."

The N word, disgracefully
negative in hrsmry, remark-
ably positive in modern day,
but... is that okay?

Childhood Heart
Repairs May Begin
to Fail in Adw

Mauyadﬂnmm 1'-
hood surgery to repair le
heart defects are unaware that
those repairs may start to fail
as they approach middle age,
experts warn,

These patients believe they
were cured and don't bother to
get cardiae checkups. In addi-
tion, few cardiologists outside
of children's hospitals ﬁ
how to monitor these kinds
hmnmdaﬁmmew
Press reported.

Open—heart surgery to
repair heart defects in babies
andyoungchﬁdrennnlybmm
common in the 1970s. Doctors
have started to notice a disturb-
those surgeries as they reach
adulthood.

Evidence suggests that
about 20 years after childhood
heart surgery, there's increas-
ing risk for serious pmbm
among

mammmw

-hfenmnnnfmﬂmnn:mﬂ#h
scientists report in ﬂuﬂmnil
cmmCelLIfthoaem
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Talk is
Costley

Rot N’ Wrestling

BY DREW COSTLEY
Sports Ednor

I was sitting at the Mae com-
puter in the corner of the Hilltop
Office last Thursday night laying
out the Sports section for Friday's
paper. Everything was going fine
with the page, as all of the writers
of my stories turned their stories
in on time.

In fact, overall it had been
a good day. [ found out that
[ received an A on my first
Reporting & Writing assignment.
But the best news of the day was
that the Washington Redskins
hired Al Saunders, a move that
will make mv Skins a lock as
the best team in the NFC East.
So here I am in all of my glory
when 1 overhear a conversation
between Josh Thomas, our new
Assistant Life and Stvle Editor,
and Sean Mosley, our Assistant
Copy Chief

“John Cena's World
Championship belt has a spin-
ning emblem (ves, like the rims),”
Sean said,

My world completely froze.
How could Vinee McMahon and
whoever else runs the former
World Wrestling Federation, now
called WWE: World Wrestling
Entertainment, let someone dis-
grace the title belt like that?

(In fact, the refterence above
is the only time I will call the for-
mer World Wrestling Federation
by its current name)

What had become of the for-
met Warld Wrestling Federation?
I felt like the last tidbit of inno-
cence left over from my child-
hood was slipping through my
fingers faster than 1-2-3 Kid was
in the “squared circle”.

Probably the only thing to .

come out of the news that the
former WWF was interested in
targeting the “I sit in my room on
IM and listen to Eminem, so now
I am a rider” demographic, was
that it made me take a trip down
memory lane.

I pulled up the wrestling
federation’s website and checked
their list of current superstars. At
least they managed, and I don't
know how, to keep Ric Flair and
Sting and brought back Shawn
Michaels and Hulk Hogan. My
computer was slowed down to a
crawl as I downloaded ten differ-
ent vintage former WWF match-
es. My favorite of the group: when
the Ultimate Warrior defeated
Hulk Hogan at Wrestlemania VL.

My childhood was filled, like
many other men of my genera-
tion, with memories of watching
my heroes like Hulk Hogan, The
Ultimate Warrior and Bret Hart
take on their heel counterparts
like Iron Sheik, Ravishing Rick
Rude and Lex Lugar.

I remember when there was
such a thing as technical wres-
tling and characters like The
Honky Tonk Man and Jimmy
Hart. There were no gimmick
characters like Cena and retread
ideas like Kid Kash, the original
name of the 1-2-3 Kid.

I knew the federation was
going down hill when they host-
ed shows showing how wrestling
is phony. When | was younger,
it was & near sin to tell any kid
under 10 and most kids 11-18
(and some grown men) that
wrestling is fake. Wrestling used
to be a lifestyle and a way of
thought. Now, it's only what it is
called - entertainment.

Drew spent the remainder
of the evening wallowing in seif-
regret as he realized he was no
longer a child and spinning rims
are no longer for cars. He would
like to take you comments but
right now he is on Ebay look-
ing for a ‘Hulkamania’ shirt to
rip up.

Kyle Harrison Visits

BY ANDREW MOTEN
Contributing Writer

To say that lacrosse is not
vet the most popular sport here
on Howard University’s cam-
pus is more than fair.

However, anyone who is
familiar with the game has
heard of a man named Kyle
Harrison. Harnson, a Johns-
Hopkins University alum-
nus and winner of the 2005
McLaughlin award as the
nation’s top mid-fielder, is one
of the most renowned names
in collegiate lacrosse, and also
happens to be black.

This season,
is partnering with Howard
University's men’s lacrosse-
team. Players and coaching
staff alike welcome the advice
and company of such an out-
standing lacrosse player. Not
only are they expecting it to
help improve the team in terms
of wins, but they also could use
the publicity.

“He's a great player so he
has a lot of great tips for us.. also
with recognition, Kyle working
with Howard University will
be a good tool for recruiting.
Hopefully other black students
who play lacrosse will want to
come and play it here” says Ed
Carter, a junior who's entering
his second season on the team.

Though the team and the
coaching staff have high aspi-
rations for the future, they also
appreciate the legacy of past
generations. Harrison's father,
Miles Harrison, was the first
black man to start at an HBCU
lacrosse team at Morgan State
University. Howard’s men's
lacrosse team is following in
those footsteps as they are only
the second HBCU to have a
men's lacrosse team.

During his visit, Harrison
showed the team some well-exe-
cuted movements and shots as
they looked on with mutual awe

Harrison

and amazement. They seemed
fairly simple to the untrained
eye, and it was only when 1 saw
some members of Howard's
team attempt the same shots
and movements that I appreci-
ated Harrison's talent,

When asked what he
expected to gain from the whole
experience, Harrison remarked
“I'm satisfied with just teaching
this guys a little of what 1 know
about the game and making a
few friends along the way”.

The coaching staff couldn’t

Men’s Lacrosse Club

L

Dervell Semiih- Assd. Ploin Foditer

Kyle Harrison, right, shared pointers with the Men’s Lacrosse
Club Wednesday. Harrison was the nation’s best collegiate
lacrosse player in 2004.

be happier about Harrison
spending time with the team. "1
think the men's team is out to
get some legitimacy and credit
for changing the lacrosse world,
and a partnership with the best
player in the game is the begin-
ning of changing that world"

‘Artest Traded to
Kings for Stojakovic

ed for much of last season.

The Indiana Pacers traded forward Ron Artest to

the Sacramento Kings for guard Peja Stojakovic on
Wednesday. The trade was completed only a day after
the deal seemed to fall apart. Artest requested a trade
from the Pacers early in the season after being suspend-

Flik " lyrie

NBA Players Refuse to Compete Internationally

BY DREW COSTLEY
Sports Editor

n 2004, multiple NBA

players refused to go over-

seas to play in the Summer

Olympics, sighting numer-
ous reasons for their announced
absence. The most notable of
reasons, though, were voiced by
Houston Rockets guard Tracy
McGrady and several other NBA
players, who had concerns over
the level of security in Athens,
Greece. The U.S. team won a
bronze medal in the competi-
tion.

Also numerous all-star NBA
plavers sat out of the (year)
World Championships, hosted
in Indianapolis, Ind.

And just weeks ago the 2005
Finals MVP, Tim Duncan, along
with the 2004 league MVP,
Kevin Garnett, have exempted
themselves from play, leav-
ing many to wonder where the
frontcourt talent is going to
come from for the USA team.

“1 have no interest in that,”
Duncan told MSNBC.com on
Jan. 7, following a 91-86 Spurs
loss to the Suns.

So far, the team has only
gotten a commitment from
Miami Heat center Shaquille
O'Neal, who sat out the first
two weeks of the season with an
ankle injury.

“Their only big man is Shaq
and he is injured.” said George
Gee, a sophomore actuarial sci-
ence major. “And there aren’t
really that many scoring big men
in the league like Duncan and
Garnett, so it will be interest-
ing to see what they do to cover
for [Duncan and Garnett's]
absence.”

Gee, an avid basketball
fan, believes that it is the duty
for some of these players to go
overseas to represent the NBA
and the sport of basketball.

“Alot of these players would
not have had much if it weren't
for basketball,” Gee said. “So it
is almost like they owe the sport
of basketball their presence and
talent level for competitions like
the Olympics.”

After many professional
players refused to compete
in the 2004 Olympics, USA
Basketball, basketball's govern-
ing body, made drastic changes
to the way they select players
for the national team.

USA  Basketball select-
ed Phoenix Suns owner Jerry
Colangelo to manage the team.
Colangelo is requiring players
that commit to playing to play
for team for three vears.

According to USA Basketball
Colangelo will talk to up to 35
players and select 20 players to
attend a training camp in July

“Many of these players
have families...lt's not an
easy situation for the
players.”

- Miler .

to be held in Las Vegas.

Then Colangelo and Duke
coach Mike Krzyzewski, whowas
selected as coach for the USA
team for the 2008 Olympics,
will choose 12 players to play
for the U.S. team through the
2008 Olympics.

The absence of many play-
ers in international competition
in the past years has garnered a
substantial amount of backlash
from the media and fans of the
NBA. But according to USA
Basketball, the players have
paid their dues.

“Players like Duncan and
Garnett have already commit-
ted time to the team,” said Craig
Miller, a spokesman for USA
Basketball. “We trust that they
have worthwhile reasons for not
going overseas.

And some Howard students
agree with Miller. Deanelle
Jones, a sophomore architec-
ture major, believes that the
veterans should allow younger
players to bask in the spotlight
of an international competi-
tion.

“If you have experience in
the championship setting for
a long time vou should leave
space for upcoming players to
gain international attention,” he
said.

Also according to Miller,
who travels with the US. bas-
ketball team during all World
Championships and the
Olympics, the traveling and
time away from home can be
strenuous on players.

“We are away for close to 40
games, so it's not just 4 or 5 days
they are gone at a time,” Miller
said. “Many of these players
have families and other busi-
ness to attend to during the time
we are away. [t's not an easy
situation for these players.”

The team is scheduled to
play exhibition games in China

and South Korea. Then they are
headed to Japan for the World
Championships in August.
During the summer of 1992
USA Basketball sent over an
assembly of NBA players that
dominated every internation-
al gpponent in the first ever
Olympic basketball competition
to allow professional players to
compete. The "Dream Team”
as they came to be known con-
sisted of plavers such as NBA
legends Larry Bird, Magic

Pocvten © AETTE VY ol wwrw gidiilvres 2000 s ovin

Players like Tim Duncan, above, are refusing to play for USA
Basketball in competitions such as the World Champlonships
and the Olympics.

Johnson, Michael Jordan and
Clyde Drexler.

Many opponents looked
at them as if they were celeb-
rities, often asking them for
autographs or to take pictures
after games. But according to
USA Basketball, the game has
changed.

“These players aren’t asking
for autographs anymore,” Miller
said. “They are actually trying
to beat the US. because they
can.”
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HIlltop Ics every Monday,
wednesday and Friday
The first 20 words are
$6 and 25 for each
additional word

ALL CLASSIFIED ADS
MUST BE PAID FOR

AND SUBMITTED SEVEN
DAYS IN ADVANCE.

$3 LATE FEE FOR ALL
CLASSIFIED ADS NOT
SUBMITTED SEVEN DAYS
IN ADVANCE.

Payment acceptable
Dy cash or check Any
QuUestions piease Contact
The Hilltop BUSINESS
Office (202) BOB-4749
| 11*:, mall www
At opbus Iness@yah oo
Com
www,spendingeheese,
CO
best 1ravel Prices
Lravel Ffor Free
Spring Break
ORGANIZERS

WANTED

SHUT TLE TO
NATIONAL, I'”‘r'l
AND DULLES §19
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This Friday,
January 27,
2006
NV Friday’s @
Bar Nun Lounge
1326 U St.NW
(between 13th &
1 4th St.) Hosted
by HU’s own
Howie and Tim
Produced by:
SouthSideSity
$1 Drinks
6-9pm
Happy Hour with
FREE catered
buffet feat:
Catfish, Macn
Cheese, Jerk
Chicken, Yams
& more
Party till 3am.
For guestlist
info contact

Bobby Patterson

202.492.7683

HU Circle K
International
PR
“Street Team”
Meeting
Friday, Jan. 27
ulpm
Hilltop Office
Anyone
intersted in
joining please
come out or
email
jamerson a@
yahoo.com

LIFE & DTYLE

January 26, 2006

SPRING BREAK '06

Lowest Package Deals in the Business!

Book with the Pros: Operating Since 1987
See Why 100,000's have travelled with us!

www.sunsplashtours.com
1.800.426.7710
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HU Circle K

International
2006-2007

E-Board
Open positions:
*Treasurer
*Recording
Secretary
"Corresponding
Secretary
"Public
Relations Chair
*Special
Projects
Coordinator
"Saturday
Projecls
Coordinator
*Ongoing
Projects
Coordinator
"Historian
"Fundraiser
Chair

Applications
Avaiable in
Office of Student

Activities
Due: Feb 15l
NCNW
GENERAL

~ BODY

MEETING
MON DAY
JAN. 30"

@7PM

Spit Fire
Poetry Cipher
Idlllldl I 20,

'O
/ ~‘:3' PM
in the Punch
Qut Featured
Poets and
Open Mic
}l%msmed by
CM/NDPE

Hair Model 5‘% of Ly
Wanted. St (Pent Cm":"“"
Lacensed cosmetol- Tesen’ts.
International

ogist and Howard
Alumm seeks par-
ticipants for portfo-

Rusiness Week

lio. Models receive Wﬂ‘fmfﬂy
a free service. ﬂﬂguﬂfy 25, 20!?6
nternationa
?;z?:ﬁei?; ; Students Forum
facials, wraps a1:1d Student Lounge
'personz‘il train- 6:00pm
g SE8S10118 arc
also provided at Tﬁumﬁy
this home based  JA@nuary 26, 2006
business, Contact  C975ponsor ed Wﬁ'?,
Claude at 301-997- t{g‘ Internationa
3848 for appoint- tisimss Society
.COM BY ments maxvoltaire QM?WZ:E:: o
@yahoo.com |
T SR www.maxwelll .com ’Rﬂf.pﬁe Bunche
ROOM FOR __ Center ﬂuc{ itorfum
RENT $%#00/ 5:30pm
TWO BLOCKS [ERSIRGHESS Saturday, January
ROM CAMPU gister free 28, 2006
4 WASHER, 2 T ,c%,% 1ea ‘;' DC S_pec:’af
DRYER fﬁ;ﬂ 1D H'i‘jil Of fgpics ¢
CLEAN, SAFE | home. wivw apta
NEJGHBORHOOD ‘*’I L fters. '?fam nes
CALL . 4601 Coqpers Lane
202.526,3563 Hyattsville, MD
FOR MORE 1pm
i ION Howarp UNIversiTy
HAPPY Couieot oF Memioine
BIRTHDAY i (HUCM) |
STEVE MericaN Medica
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