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Summary Information

Repository DC Africana Archives Project

Title Mary Burke Washington Papers

Date 1895-2004

Extent 20.0 Cubic feet

L ocation note This collection is part of the holdings of the M oorland-Spingarn Research

Center at Howard University, 500 Howard Place, NW, Washington, DC
20059. Please contact them for information on accessing these materials.

Language English

Abstract thbd
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Biographical/Historical note

Mary Cornelia Burke Washington was a celebrated and successful city planner and housing professional
who served on the state and federal levels. Burke Washington was born in Tuskegee, Alabama on July

6, 1926. Her parents, Ruth and Walter Sturgeon Burke both graduated from Howard University. After
graduating from Howard University School of Law, her father relocated to Tuskegee in order to create the
first federal Veterans Administration hospital for African American servicemen. The family returned to
Washington while Burke Washington was still a child. She grew up in D.C. attending area schools and
graduating from high school. She would later attend the University of Wisconsin majoring in economics
and city planning. After graduation, she relocated to New Y ork City, and worked as a city planner and
the federal housing departments. In 1974 she became the first woman to be appointed head economist
for one of the 10 regional offices of the federal Department of Housing and Urban Development in New
Y ork. She also served as a member of police departments review boards, including chairing the Civilian
Complaint Review Board, a post allowing her to confront police brutality. In addition to her federal and
state service for housing and police commission, Burke Washington was a champion of women'’s affairs
in the federal workforce, presiding over the National Association of Commissions for Women.

Burke Washington married Walter E. Washington in 1994, the first appointed and elected mayor of
Washington D.C. Returning to D.C. was a homecoming for her. After her husband’ s passing, she
continued to rally for his causes.

Scope and Contents note

The Mary Burke Washington papers document Burke Washington's personal life and professional life as
acity planner, federal housing professional, and women's rights advocate. Documents include personal
and professional correspondence, photographs and photo albums, plaques and certificates. Also included
are travel journals, speeches, and printed material. Notable organizations Burke Washington worked with
and maintained files on include the National Association of Commission for Women, New Y ork State
Women's Meeting, New Y ork Urban League, Departmet of Housing and Urban Devel opment in New

Y ork, and the Democratic National Convention.

Arrangement note
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This collection is arranged alphabetically by folder title.

Administrative | nformation

Publication | nfor mation

DC Africana Archives Project

Conditions Gover ning Access note

This collection is open for research.

Conditions Gover ning Use note

Some material may be copyrighted or restricted. It is the patron's obligation to determine and satisfy
copyright or other case restrictions when publishing or otherwise distributing materials found in the
collections.

Immediate Sour ce of Acquisition note

Gift of Mary Burke Washington, 2006.

Related M aterials

Related Archival M aterials note
Walter E. Washington Papers
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Collection Inventory

Box Folder
_ . - i 9 3
60th Birthday Celebration Program Dr. James "Jimmy" L. Jones 1993
. . . . 2 28
A Cause for Celebration, Bayard Rustin's 75th Birthday Celebration 1987
: . 1 8
AfricaTravel Guidesca 1980
Air Force Trip 1983 2 °
: : 2 2
Announcement of Board Meeting Directors 1980-1981
, 2
Appointments 1985 3
: : . 8 5
Archives--Subject Matter NY State Archives 1982
5 8
Arguments. Carey, Women 1977-1979
Assorted Corespondence 1978=1986 10 17
2 23
Assorted Correspondence 1986
3 10
Assorted Correspondence 1979-1992
3 12

Assorted Correspondence 1981-1992
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Assorted Correspondence 1976-1978

Assorted Correspondence 1978-1985

Assorted Correspondence 1/2 1945-1982

Assorted Correspondence 2/2 1969-1984

Assorted Event Invitations 1973-1986

Assorted Event Programs 1/2 1980-1987

Assorted Event Programs 2/2 1947-1980

Assorted Handwritten Materia s undated

Assorted Invitations and Programs 1978-1986

Assorted News Clippings 1965-1981

Assorted News Clippings 1/2 1980-1982

Assorted News Clippings 2/2 1979-1980

Assorted Publications 1/2 1945-1975

Assorted Publications 2/2 1946-1984
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15
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15

10
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Assorted Publications re: Women's |ssues 1976-1981

Assorted Publications: Federa Home Loan and Bank 1979-1982

Assorted Publications: Women's Organizations 1/2 1977-1982

Assorted Publications: Women's Organizations 2/2 1979-1982

Assorted Publications--Women New Y ork 1975-1980

Astor, Brooke (Mrs. Vincent) 1982

Award--Distinguished Senior, United Seniors Health Cooperative 1996

Badger, University of Wisconsin Annual 1947

Better Homes and Gardens Baby Book with Info About Tracey and Scott
Nicholas ca. 1951

Black Americansto Re-elect Carter 1980

Black Appointments CUNY 1977-1981

Black Delegates Nationwide IWY 1977

Book--Dream Makers, Dream Breakers; The World of Justice Turgood
Marshall: Carl T. Rowan 1993
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Briefing for National Associations of Commissions for Women--White
House 1975-1980

Briefing for National Associations of Commissions for Women--White
House 1980

Campaign 1978

Campaign Photos undated

Car Accident, Information and Paper Work 1978

Carey Correspondence 1980-1982

Carter/Mondale Campaign 1980

Cassette--Gov. Carey at Women's Breakfast 1978

Caucus of Black Democrats 1976

"Celebrating Women" a proposal to the public broadcasting system 1977

"Celebrating Women" Proposal to Public Broadcasting System and
Corporation for Public Broadcasting 1977

Center for Women in Government 1/2 1978-1982

Center for Women in Government 2/2 1977-1979
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Certificate of Appointment: Cable Television Advisory Committee 1999

Certificate of Appreciation to MBN, Jobs for Y outh, Inc 1985

Certificate--Appointement of MBN as director, Women's Division
Executive Chamber 1975

Certificate--Appointment of MBN to NYPD Civilian Complaint Review
Board 1989

Certificate--Award of the Key to the City, Tuskeegee, AL 1983

Certificate--for MBN "Woman of the Year", NYC 1975

Certificate--Honor of Achivement MBN, The Coalition of 100 Black
Women undated

Certificate--MBN Honorary Citizen of Tennessee 1983

CFWIG--Minutes of Board Meetings 1981

CFWIG--Minutes of Board Meetings 1980

CFWIG--Newd etter News on Women in Government 1980-1981

Change of Policy re: Transportation in Executive Chamber 1980

Civilian Complaint Review Board Clippings and Correspondence ca. 1990
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Clippings: Carter/Mondale Campaign 1980

Commemorative Cup--Dunbar High School Class of 1944, 35th
Reunion undated

Comparison of 1982 Operating Budget to 1981 Budget Federal Home
Loan Bank of New York 1981

Congratulatory Lettersto MBN 1/2 1975

Congratulatory Lettersto MBN 2/2 1975

Congressional Black Caucus 1/2 1980-1981

Congressional Black Caucus 2/2 1980-1981

Coretta King Reception for Governor 1978

Correspondence and Information re: MBW and Mayor Robert F.
Wagner 1964-1966

Correspondence re: appointments and nominations 1980-1983

Correspondence re: Tracy College Application ca. 1968

Correspondence--Official 1973-1988

Correspondence--Personal 1976-1983
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CWIG--Barriers to advancement promotion of women and minorities into
managerial positionsin New York State Government 1981

Daily Breakthrough 1977

Daily Planner 1966

Daily Planner 1975

David Dinkins for Mayor 1989

Delegate to the Democratic National Committee Info and
Correspondence 2004

Democratic National Committee Info 1982

Democratic National Convention 1976-1980

Democratic National Convention Atlanta--Official Information 1988

Democratic National Convention Atlanta--Paraphenalia 1988

Development Commitments Study Commission 1984

Documents--MBN at U. Wisconsin 1945

Dunbar High School Class of 1944 Forty Y ear Reunion 1944
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Edward |. Koch--Info 1/2 1982

Edward |. Koch--Info 2/2 1982

Elections 1976-1978

Evangeline Gouletas-Carey 1981-1982

Event Name Tags ca. 1980

Event Programs 1981-1988

Executive Orders 1976-1978

Federal Home L oan Bank Board A ppointents 1983

Federa Home Loan Bank of New Y ork 51st Annual Stockholder's

Meeting 1984

Federa Home Loan Bank of New Y ork Board of Directors

Information 1980

Finances--New Y ork State Women's Meeting 1/2 1977

Finances--New Y ork State Women's Meeting 2/2 1977

Girlfriend's, Inc. Info and Correspondence 1989-1993
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Girlfriend's, Inc. National Membership Directory 1989

Governor Carey Memos TO 1976-1982

Governor Carey Memos TO 1975-1976

Governor Carey--Cabinet Meetings 1975-1977

Governor Carey--Speeches 1975-1978

Governor Hugh L. Carey State of the State M essages/Rel eases 1975-1982

Governor's Breakfast for N.Y. Delegation During Democratic National
Convention 1976

Governor's Breakfast Sept. 7 1978

Governor's Schedule During Campaign 1978

Graduate School and University Center CUNY 1980-1981

Handwritten Materials undated

Houston Commemoration of Avon 1978

Houston Conference MBW 1/2 1977-1978
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Houston Conference MBW 2/2 1977-1978

HUD Legislation 1/2 1969

HUD Legislation 2/2 1969

Information re: Mario Cuomo 1982-1983

Intergovernmental Personnell Act of 1970 Assignments 1974

Invitations 1973-1974

Invitations 1976-1988

Invitations Accepted 1/2 1982

Invitations Accepted 1/3 1981

Invitations Accepted 1979 1/3 1979

Invitations Accepted 1979 1/3 1979

Invitations Accepted 1979 1/3 1979

Invitations Accepted 2/2 1982

Invitations Accepted 2/3 1981
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Invitations Accepted 3/3 1981

Invitations Accepted MBN 1978

Invitations and Programs 1986-1988

Invitations and Programs 1982-1989

Invitations Attended 1/2 1980

Invitations Attended 2/2 1980

Israel Trip 1976

Jmmy Carter Campaign 1980

Jmmy Carter Task Force 1980

Keysto the City of Washington D.C. 1979

L etter--Appreciation from Gov. Carey for Women's Meeting 1977

Letters from VIPs 1/3 1974-1988

Letters from VIPs 2/3 1968-1985

Lettersfrom VIPs 3/3 1972-1984
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Lobbying--Women in D.C. 1978

L oose Assorted Correspondence 1985-1990

L oose Assorted Correspondence 1976-1988

L oose Assorted Correspondence 1984

L oose Assorted Event Programs 1986-1990

Loose Assorted | nvitations 1983-1990

L oose Assorted News Clippings 1982-1985

Loose Assorted Publications 1982-1988

Loose Assorted Publications 1979-1989

L oose Correspondence 1978-1993

Loose News Clippings 1970-1987

Loose Printed Materials 1977

Loose Printed Materials 1968-1980

Loose Printed Materials 1962-1981
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Loose Printed Materials 1980-1984

Loose Printed Materials 1984-1988

Loose Printed Materials ca. 1976

Loose Printed Materials 1978-1979

Loose Printed Materials ca. 1978

Loose Printed Materials 1989-2004

Loose Printed Materials re: Women 1982-1985

Loose Printed Materials re: Women's Events 1976-1989

Mary Ann Krupsak 1978

Mary Burke Nicholas Personal Information 1/2 1965-1970

Mary Burke Nicholas Personal Information 2/2 1965-1970

Mary Burke Washington Persona Correspondence 1/2 1975-1980

Mary Burke Washington Personal Correspondence 2/2 1975-1980

Mary Burke Washington Professioonal Information ca. 1974
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MBN Persona--clippings and publications 1970-1974

MBN Personal Election to NACW President 1980-1981

MBN Personal file/clippings (appointment to NY S women's
division) 1975

MBN Personal--Appointment to Federal Home Loan Bank Board 1980

MBN Personal--clippings and pulblications 1982-1992

MBN Time Sheets 1970-1982

MBN--News Clippings Personal 1/2 1978-1983

MBN--News Clippings Personal 2/2 1970-1982

MBN--Persona Photos and General 1981-1986

MBW--travel journal--"Far East" 1970

MBW--travel journal--Africa 1980

MBW--travel journal--Europe 1974

MBW--travel journal--lsrael 1976
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MBW--travel journal--UN Conference, Copenhagen 1980 10
. 10
MBW--travel journal--UN Conference, Copenhagen Memo Book 1980
. . L : 9
Medallion--Alumni Award For Distinguished Postgraduate A chievement,
Howard University undated
Medallion--Municipal Corporation of Greater Bombay undated 9
Medallion--The Tokyo Metropolitan Government undated 9
. . 2
Meeting with Mrs. Carter 1978
. 11
Mexico Conference 1/2 ca. 1985
. 11
Mexico Conference 2/2 1984
. . : 3
Mid-Decade Directories 1980
. 2
Minutes 1981
National Association of Commission for Women 13th Annual 1
Convention 1982
. . 4
National Coalition of 100 Black Women 1981
11

National Council of Women 1967-1972
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National Council of Women Brochures 1967-1969

National Urban League Task Force 1/2 1980

National Urban League Task Force 2/2 1978-1979

National Women's Conference 1977

National Women's Conference 1975-1976

National Women's Conference Lead-up planning and
correspondence 1978-1980

New Y ork City Planning Commission Info 1948-1951

New York City Women's Division 1972-1985

New Y ork Delegation to the Democratic National Convention 1988

New York State Delegation to Atlanta Democratic National
Convention 1988

New York State Women' Meeting Financial Settlements 1979

New York State Women's Meeting 1977

New Y ork State Women's Meeting Publicity Articles 1/2 1977
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New Y ork State Women's Meeting Publicity Articles 2/2 1977

New Y ork State Women's Meeting System Services Dispute &
Technicalities 1/3 1977

New York State Women's Meeting System Services Dispute &
Technicalities 2/3 1977

New York State Women's Meeting System Services Dispute &
Technicalities 3/3 1977

New York State Women's Meeting, Albany 1977

New Y ork Women's Division Photographs ca. 1975

NY Jazz Repertory Company 1975

NY State Women's Meeting Planning 1/3 1977

NY State Women's Meeting Planning 2/3 1977-1979

NY State Women's Meeting Planning 3/3 1977

NY Urban League 1979-1982

NY PD training practices annd procedural guidelines: Use of force and
racia/ethnic slurs ca. 1990
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Paper with signatures of appreciation undated

20

Papers of MBN grandparents--Mary Louise Freeland and Joan Mc

Freeland 1895-1960

Partnership, Inc. New York City 1981

Personal Correspondence 1978

Personal Correspondence 1982

Personal Correspondence 1981

Personal Correspondence 1975-1977

Personal Correspondence 1970-1971

Personal Correspondence 1972

Personal Correspondence 1973

Personal Staff--Correspondence 1977-1979

Photo Album | 1/2 1975-1978

Photo Album | 2/2 1975-1978

11

14

14

14

16

16
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Photo Album Il /2 1968-1979

Photo Album Il 2/2 1970-1971

Photo Album I11 1/2 1969-1972

Photo Album 111 2/2 1969-1972

Photo Album, Assorted 1981

Photo Album--Assorted Photos 1977

Photograph--Audience gathered for swearing in of MBN as director of
Carey Administration 1975

Photograph--Audraine Wilson, Charles Rangel, Gov. Carey, Alma Rangel,
MBN at Black Delegates Reception 1976

Photograph--Billy Holliday, Percy Sutton, MBN, Gov. Carey, Audraine
Wilson, Walter Washington, Evelyn Davis undated

Photograph--Gov. Carey, MBN, and reporters after a press
conference 1976

Photograph--Gov. Carey, MBN, Hortense Gabel, Mary Ann Krupsak,
Tracy Nicholas undated

Photograph--Gov. Carey, MBN, Hortense Gabel, Tracy Nicholas undated
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Photograph--Gov. Carey's Cabinet undated

Photograph--Mary Burke Nicholas Speaking undated

Photograph--MBN and Friends in Paris 1985

Photograph--MBN having breakfast with former Prime Minister of Israel
GoldaMeier in Tel Aviv 1976

Photograph--MBN introducing actress Helen Hayes 1978

Photograph--MBN with Hubert Humphrey and Robert F. Wagner undated

Photograph--MBN with Israeli Defense Minister Shimon Perez in Tel
Aviv 1976

Photograph--Meeting at White House in Rose Garden with the
Carters undated

Photograph--Nelson Rockefeller, Robert F. Wagner, MBN during meeting
in Albany undated

Photograph--Paul Screvane and Duke Ellington leading the New Y ork City
Department of Sanitation Band in front of city Hall 1965

Photograph--President Jimmy Carter greeting MBN at White House in
1978
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Photograph--Robert C. Weaver undated

Photograph--Robert Wagner, MBN, Audraine Wilson, Tracy Nicholas,
Abraham Beame, Eleanor Holmes Norton at Black Delegates

Reception 1976

Photographs--Assorted MBN and Others 1975-1985

Photographs--Burke Washington and Others undated

Photograph--Senator Robert F. Kennedy 1965

Photographs--MBN and Friends in Jamai ca undated

Photographs--MBN and Others 1944-1952

Photographs--MBN and Others ca. 1950

Photographs--MBN and Others at Beach 1949-1962

Photographs--MBN at Political Events 1975-1982

Photographs--MBN head shots ca. 1940

Photographs--MBN with Family and Friends 1987

Photographs--MBN with Tracey and Family 1952-1956

- Page 26 -

19

19

17

19

18

15

10

11

10

14

13



Guide to the Mary Burke Washington Papers DCAAP.0038

Photographs--MBN, Family, and Others undated

Photographs--MBW and Others ca. 1972

Photographs--party at Bowman's 1987

Photographs--Walter Washington and Ambassador of Pakistan undated

Photographs--Walter Washington Visiting New Rapid Transit Line,
Paris 1970

Photograph--Unidentified friend of Lee Brown, Lee Brown, MBBN, and
James Watson 1990

Photograph--V P Lyndon Johnson, Don Felicia of Puerto Rico and Niece,
and Lady Bird Johnson 1963

Photograph--Walter Washington with group undated

Photograph--Walter Washington, David Dinkins, and MBN on lawn of
Gracie Mansion undated

Photos--M BN with Others 1983-1985

Photos--M BN with others undated

Photos--M BW and others 1980-1982
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Plague of Women in Capitol 1975 13
Plague--Appreciation, Mary Burke Nicholas for Serviceto New Y ork City 9
Police Department Civilian Complaint Review Board 1993
- I . 9
Plaque--Appreciation, Self Determination Coalition 1985
- - 18
Plaque--Certificate of Appreciation to MBN, Federal Home Loan Bank of
New Y ork undated
- - . " 20
Plaque--Certificate of Appreciation to MBW, Nationa Association of
Commisions for Women 2002
- . i : 20
Plaque--Certificate of Recognition to MBN, State Communities Aid
Association undated
Political 1977 1
e : o . 10
Politics '88--an Overview of the 1988 Presidential Campaign 1988
N 13
Press Releases--Women's Division 1976-1979
Publications re: Women's Rights 1975-2003 3
- 8
Publicity 1975
17

Pulications by and about Tracy Bledsoe 1975-1979
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Recommendations to National Commission on the Observance of

International Women's Y ear 1976

Rennsalear Polytechnic Institute International Women' s Y ear, Planning

and Financials 1977-1978

Report of the First New Y ork State Women's Meeting 1/4 1977

Report of the First New Y ork State Women's Meeting 2/4 1977

Report of the First New Y ork State Women's Meeting 3/4 1977

Report of the First New Y ork State Women's Meeting 4/4 1977

Report to the Civilian Complaint Review Board 1990-1991

Rural Women's Conference 1981

Sarah Weddington 1/2 1979-1980

Sarah Weddington 2/2 1979-1980

SCAA Undated

SCAA--80th Annual Conference, NY S Association for Human
Services 1979

SCAA--Board of Managers Meetings 1979-1983
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SCAA--Memoranda 1979-1981

Scott C. Nicholas 1954-1976

Service System Corp. Miscellaneous 1977

Service System Corporation 1/2 1977-1983

Service System Corporation 2/2 1977

Service System Suit 1977-1979

Soviet Jewry 1981

Speeches 1968-1972

Speeches: Mary Burke Nicholas 1981

Speeches: Mary Burke Nicholas 1982

Speeches--Mary Burke Nicholas 1975

Speeches--Mary Burke Nicholas 1/3 1976-1978

Speeches--Mary Burke Nicholas 2/3 1976-1978

Speeches--Mary Burke Nicholas 3/3 1976-1978
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Speeches--Mayor Robert F. Wagner 1965

State Commission on Local Government 1/3 1970-1973

State Commission on Local Government 2/3 1970-1973

State Commission on Local Government 3/3 1970-1973

SUIT service systems 1/3 1977

SUIT service systems 2/3 1977

SUIT service systems 3/3 1977

SUNY --Mary Burke Nichols 1977

The First 18 Months: Status Report of the Carter Administration 1978

The NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund 1985-1986

The National Hook up of Black Women 1979

The Oracle 1974

The Public Interest #35 1974

The Spirit of Houston 1978
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Transcript of Plenary Session, New Y ork State Women's Meeting
2/2 June 10th, 1977

Transript of Plenary Session, New Y ork State Women's Meeting 1/2 June
oth, 1977

Trickle Up Program 1982

Tuskegee Institue Centennia Celebration 1980

U.S. Department of State National Foreign Policy Conference 1980

United State Air Force Information Kit 1986

Videocassette--Celebrating Women, WABC T.V. Reel 2 undated

Videocassette--Celebrating Women, WABC-TV Reel 11977

Videocassette--Dramatic Collage, Voices from Within undated

Videocassette--WMAT Hoor Show undated

Videocassette--WWomen's Conference P.S.A. 800#, 212# undated

Videocassette--Women's Meeting July 8th undated

Videocassette--Women's Meeting Tape 2 undated
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Who's Who in Government, Info for Mary Burke Nicholas ca. 1977

WNET Thirteen 1979-1981

Women New York 1975-1981

Women's Division--Accomplishments 1/3 1976-1982

Women's Division--Accomplishments 2/3 1975-1979

Women's Division--Accomplishments 3/3 1982

Women's Forum 1975-1982

Women's Hall of Fame 1969

WUNY 1985
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