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lNE F AcTSarupa: Palestine Facts

he roots of the “Palestinian ques- pendent state of Israel and Britain with-  secular state of Muslims, Christians and
tion” extend d p:ntothe turbulent drew from thearea Immednatefy, fighting Jews The Carter Admanrstratron hasgone

east ‘ nations (Egypt, lraq, Lebanon“Syna and  sep:

nean Sea known as Palestme what was then called Transjordan) and vaguely of the right of the Palestinians to
Beginning in the 1800s, European Israel. When the fighting ended, Israel have “a voice in the determmahon ofthe:r‘
ictimi /1 ion and op- held territory beyond the boundaries pro- [
vided by the United Nations plan and h e k
lan they had ocoupred in Biblical tlmes millions of Arabs had fled the land that down and talk with the political body th
Zionism was the idealogical expression had come under Jewish control. represents the Palestinian people, the
of this movement u u The Israelis claim the Palestinians left PLO until the PLO “accepts the right of
= o orders from Arab leaders who, they '
. p say, promised the Palestinians. could re- seer ,
Ottoman Empire) to Bntam The mandate turn as soon as the Jews had been elimi- through al these vnewpornts and the
mcorporated the Baifour Declafatton of nated. The Arabs claim the Palestinians ﬂerceemotsonsthey stir up~rs that uniess
were driven away by Jewish brutality and ~
‘ _death threats ‘Whatever the cause, the re-
home in Palestine without vrolatmg the sult was the creation of a massive refugee
rights of non-Jews who lived there. The situation, one that became even more
i massive when the “Six-Day War” of 1967
brought the Palestinians in the West Bank
and Gaza Strip under Israeli control. :
lation of the area and became increas- Under the original UN partition plan.the  syme of e data was obteﬁned from the Palestine
ingly opposed to !arge—soale Jewish !m- proposed Jewish state would have had an  Information Office in Washington, D.C. and the
, area of 6,000 sq. mi. After the 1967 war, - '
Israel occupied 34,493 sq. mi. The Jewish
In the aftermath of the World War I population of Palestine at the time of the
hoiooaust in whtch six million Jews were UN partition plan was 650,000. By 1979,
it had grown to 3.1 million. [Figures pro-

vided by the F mbassy of Israel].
Today, there are an estimated 354
haven for the refugees of the holocaust million Palestinians living either under
and for other Jews throughout the worfd Israeli occupation in the West Bank and
~ ~ Gaza Strip or scattered elsewhere in the

= . Viiddle East and around the world. The
Jews Meanwh:ie within Pa!eshne itself, fate of these displaced people is what is
the Arabs were mcreasmg thelr pressure generally meant by “the Palestinian ques-
a tion.” For many, it is a question ripe with
, , al irony: in creating a homeland
conflicting Jewish and Arab cla 1S, B r- r one dispossessed people (the Jews),
ain found itself in an untenable position another people (the Palestinians) have
asked th Umted Nations to handle been d;spossessed

tions adopted a plan o devade Palestine the creatlon of some klnd of fully inde-
into a Jewish state and an Arab state with pendent state oontroHed by no one but the

Arabs, who stood to lose Cons;derab > of Israel.” For some‘Arabs the solution
land holdings, viewed the plan as inequi- would be “todrive Israel into the sea and
jected it. On May 14, 1948, hile
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