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HOWARD H. MACKEY SR. PAPERS

Collection 172-1 to 172-17

Prepared by:
Helen Rutt

January 1995



Scope Note

The papers of Howard H. Mackey Sr. (1901-1987), architect and

educator, span the period from 1925 to 1975, and measure

approximately six linear feet.  This collection documents Mackey's

careers, both as a practicing architect and an architectural

educator.  In 1975 Mackey donated the papers to Moorland-Spingarn.

In 1924 Mackey joined the Architecture faculty at Howard

University.  Between 1930 and 1971 he also served as department

head.  In 1950, under Mackey's leadership, the department became

the first predominantly black school of architecture to be

accredited.  Twenty years later, the department separated from the

School of Engineering & Architecture, and became the School of

Architecture and Planning.  Reports, articles, and correspondence

throughout the collection document the growth of architectural

education at Howard.

Between 1954 and 1957 Mackey took a leave of absence to serve

as an adviser to the governments of British Guiana and Surinam.

While abroad, Mackey participated in the Aided-Self-Help Housing

Program, teaching teams of local draftsmen architectural and

planning techniques.  The teams developed drawings for more than

4000 housing units.  Mackey also served on the preparatory

committee for the 1956 Conference on Town & Country Development

Planning in Trinidad.  Both these efforts are well-documented.

In addition to providing public service, Mackey built his 



3

private architecture practice.  He designed numerous homes, as well

as churches and other public buildings.  Mackey also oversaw Howard

University's building expansion program of the early 1960s.  The

collection includes photographs and files documenting Mackey's

works.
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Series Description

Series A Personal Papers

Box 172-1   Includes biographical data, applications and
  professional registrations, educational
  materials, and programs.

  
Series B Correspondence

Box 172-1   Consists of correspondence between Mackey and
  to 172-2   professional associates.

Series C Writings by Mackey

Box 172-2   Includes speeches and articles about       
  to 172-3   architecture and planning.

  Also contains tributes to Howard University
  faculty.

Series D  Howard University Department of Architecture/
School of Architecture and Planning

Box 172-3   Contains reports concerning accreditation, 
  to 172-5   budgets, reorganization, and graduate

  programs.  Also includes documents concerning
  the "Soul City" conference.

Series E Projects

Box 172-5   Documents Mackey's role as a practicing    
  to 172-7   architect.  Included are materials relating

  to several Howard University buildings, and
  housing in British Guiana.  See also Series
  G, Oversize, for more architectural drawings
  and Series F, Photographs and Slides, for
  images of Mackey's structures.

Series F  Photographs and Slides

Box 172-7   Images of Howard Mackey, his family,       
  to 172-8     colleagues, and his work.  See also Series G,

  Oversize, for other photographs.



5

Series G Oversize

Box 172-9   Contains architectural drawings and
  to 172-16   site plans, photographs, certificates, and a

  poster
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Biographical Data

Howard H. Mackey Sr.

1901  25 November Born in Philadelphia to Anna Wills and Henry
Bardon Mackey

1924 Received Bachelor of Architecture degree from
the University of Pennsylvania

1924 Appointed Instructor in Architecture, Howard
University

1925 Married Matilda E. Kendricks; one son, 
Howard H. Jr.

1930-1932; Served as Acting Dean, Department of 
  1934-1937 Architecture, Howard University  

1937 Received Master of Architecture degree from the
University of Pennsylvania

1937-1954; Served as Head of Department of Architecture,
  1957-1970 Howard University 
 
1954-1957 Worked as Housing and Planning Specialist (with

the University of Maryland) to the governments
of British Guiana and Surinam

1962 Elected to the College of Fellows by the
American Institute of Architects

1970-1973 Served as Dean of the School of Architecture
and City Planning, Howard University

1971 Appointed architectural consultant to the
Central Office, U.S. General Services 

Administration

1987  20 August Died of pneumonia in Silver Spring, Maryland

Source: Howard H. Mackey Sr. Papers, Box 172-1, "Biographical
sketches"

Container List
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Box Folder

   A  Personal Papers

172-1 1 Biographical sketches
2 Writings about Mackey  1955-1975
3 List of works on which Mackey served as

architect of record
4 Academic records 
5 Book of the School: Department of 

Architecture, University of 
Pennsylvania, 1874-1934

6 Life drawings  1936
7 University of Pennsylvania Bulletin:

School of Fine Arts Announcement 
1937-1938

8 Professional registrations and 
applications  1945-1949

9 Programs and invitations on which Mackey's
name appears 1950-1969

10 Documents relating to foreign assignments
1950s

11 "The Negro in American Architecture"
[exhibit]  1958

12 World Design Science Decade  1965-1975
Phase I (1963): Inventory of World
Resources... 1963 [autographed by R.
Buckminster Fuller]

13 Certificates  1964-1973
14 Tributes  1970-1981
15 American Institute of Architects

   B  Correspondence

16 A-B

172-2 1 C
2 Cheek, James E.
3 D-G
4 Downing, Lewis K.
5 Gruen, Victor
6 H-J
7 Johnson, Mordecai
8 K
9 L
10 Ma
11 Me-R

Box Folder
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172-2 12 Nabrit, James Jr.
13 S
14 T-Y
15 Washington, Walter
16 Letters of introduction

   C  Writings by Mackey

17 "Alumni and Friends in Technical Work
Abroad." 24 July 1962

18 "Architecture at Howard University." 1963?
19 "Architecture at Howard." Progressive

Architecture 35(Jan. 1954): 167-188.
20 "Can an Architect be Trained In 5 Years?"

  Slipstick 3(June 1950): 2, 7.
21 "City and Regional Planning Education." 3

Feb. 1972
22 "City Planning." 15 Feb. 1961
23 "For What, Is Life?" Slipstick 

3(June 1950): 3.
24 "Historical, Portrait and Animal Painting

of the Age of Louis XIV."
25 "Housing in London and Paris."
26 "The Iberian Peninsula and Its 

Architecture- Part I: Spain to 1500
A.D." Howard Engineer (Dec. 1965):
22-23, 35.

27 "The Iberian Peninsula and Its 
Architecture-Part II: Portugal to 
1500 A.D." Howard Engineer (Oct. 
1966): 11, 26.

28 "The Making of Architects and City
Planners at Howard University." 6
Aug. 1968

29 "New Housing in Paris Metropolitian [sic]
Area." National Technical Association
Journal (July 1963): 8, 13.

30 Opening remarks at Howard University's
Department of Architecture Awards
Program  22 May 1968 

31 "Pre-Columbian Architecture of Mexico-Part
I: Teotihaucan Toltec." Howard
Engineer (March 1964): 16-17, 30.

172-3 1 "Pre-Columbian Architecture of Mexico-Part
II: Uxmal and Chichen-Itza Mayan and
Mayan - Toltec." Howard Engineer (May
1964): 14-15, 26.

Box Folder
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172-3 2 "A Residence for the Aged." Howard
Engineer March 1953: 4-5, 12-13.

3 Speech in observance of American Education
Week.  14 Nov. 1958

4 "Technicians in the Foreign Service."
5 "Training for Planning at Various Levels."

Paper prepared for the Conference on
Town and Country Development Planning
1956

6 "Training in Architecture and Planning for
Technicians in Developing Countries."
Howard Engineer (May 1961): 4-5.

7 "Training in Architecture and Planning for
Technicians in Developing Countries."
National Technical Association
Journal 33(Feb. 1962): 12-13.

8 "Training in Architecture and Planning for
Technicians in Developing Countries."
Potomac Valley Architect 5(March
1961): 1-2. 

9 "Training in Technology for New Frontiers
of Peace: A Challenge to American
Schools of Higher Learning."

10 "Trends in the Architecture of the
Protestant Church."

11 Tribute to Addison E. Richmond  1968
12 Tribute to G.W. Hurley and Alex Richter 

1972
13 Tribute to Hyman Cunin
14 Tribute to Leon Brown  1973
15 "Tropical Architecture." [incomplete

lecture]

   D  Howard University Department of Architecture/
 School of Architecture and Planning

16 Howard University Bulletin: School of
Applied Science  Feb. 1925

17 Budgets  1942-1949  
18 Annual reports  1948-1950
19 Memoranda, agendas  1951-1965
20 National Architectural Accrediting Board

reports  1952-1955
21 National Architectural Accrediting Board

reports  1960-1970
22 Ford Foundation grants  1960s
23 Fifty Years of Engineering and 

Architecture at Howard University,
1910-1960  1961
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Box Folder

172-3 24 Recommendations for establishing graduate
programs  1961-1962

25 A Study of the Prediction of Academic
Success in Architectural School  1962

172-4 1 Honors program  1962
2 H.E.W. Inspection Report- U.S. Office of

Education- proposed separation of
architecture and engineering  
1962-1963

3 Educational Program Projections  1963
4 Howard University Report of the Department

of Architecture to the National
Architectural Accrediting Board  Nov.
1964

5 Teaching schedules  1964-1965
6 Studio courses  1965
7 "Separation of Architecture from 

Engineering and the Establishment of
a School of Architecture and 

Planning"  1965
8 Draft Report of Self-Study Project  1965

(folder 1 of 3)
9 Draft Report of Self-Study Project  1965

(folder 2 of 3)
10 Draft Report of Self-Study Project  1965

(folder 3 of 3)
11 re: Draft Report of Self-Study Project 

1965 
12 "Soul City" Conference  1969
13 Graduate program projections  1969
14 Howard University Report of the Department

of Architecture to the National
Architectural Accrediting Board  
Oct. 1969 (pages 1-68)

15 Howard University Report of the Department
of Architecture to the National
Architectural Accrediting Board  
Oct. 1969 (pages 69-129)

16 Howard University Report of the Department
of Architecture to the National
Architectural Accrediting Board  
Oct. 1969 (pages 130-196) 

17 Syllabi  1969
18 Syllabi  1969

172-5 1 Syllabi  1969
2 Syllabus  1973
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Box Folder

Brochures of Alumni and Former Students

172-5 3 Bryant and Bryant 
4 Bryant and Bryant - Dunbar High School
5 Bryant and Bryant - Washington Technical

Institute 
6 McKissack and McKissack
7 Madison-Madison-International
8 Organization for Environmental Growth
   

   E  Projects

9 Deal Funeral Home n.d. [brochure] 
10 Alley Dwelling Authority of the District

of Columbia  1940
11 Stoddard House  1943?
12 Howard University campus - Engineering and

Architecture Building  1946-1947
13 Howard University campus - Engineering and

Architecture Building  1946-1947
14 Jewish Community Center of Greenbelt, MD

1950

Aided Self-Help Housing Programme -
British Guiana and Surinam

15 Memoranda, surveys, personnel
16 Proposals
17 Reports  1954
18 Reports  1955
19 Reports  1956-1957
20 Catalog of Projects of International

Cooperation in Housing and Town and
Country Planning  March 1956

21 The Laws of British Guiana  1954

172-6 1 Planning designs  vol. 1
2 Planning designs  vol. 2
3 Planning designs  vol. 3
4 Report and Draft Scheme for Greater

Georgetown Planning Area  1950
5 Report of the British Guiana 

Constitutional Commission  1954  

172-7 1 Report on Local Government in British
Guiana  1955

2 Ten-Year-Plan for Surinam Oct. 1954
3 Travel brochures
4 Clippings
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Box Folder

Conference on Town and Country Development
Planning  1956

172-7 5 Participant lists
6 Papers presented
7 Reports
8 Reports

9 Howard University campus - Site 
Improvements  1962

10 Howard University campus - Projection of
the H.U. Building Expansion Program
Requirements for the Next Twenty
Years  1962

11 Howard University campus - Projection of
the H.U. Building Expansion Program
Requirements for the Next Twenty
Years  1962-1963

12 Howard University campus - Directional
Indicators  1963

13 Howard University campus - Physical
Education Building for Women  1965

14 U.S. General Services Administration 
1971

   F  Photographs and Slides

Photographs

15 Howard Mackey
16 Howard Mackey and Family
17 Howard Univ. Dept. of Architecture Honor

Awards Programs
18 Howard Mackey and others in Surinam  1956
19 Howard Mackey and others at ceremonies,

meeting
20 Cocktail party at Mackey Residence in

British Guiana
21 Private residences designed by Mackey
22 Private residences designed by Mackey
23 Public buildings and spaces designed by

Mackey
24 Drawings submitted by Mackey to the

Chicago War Memorial Competition 
1930

25 Mackey Family

172-8 Slides
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Box       G   Oversize

Photographs

172-9 Deal Funeral Home, Washington, DC
Typical four family buildings at the

Parkside Dwelling Housing Project, 
Washington, DC

172-10 Architectural and ecological photographs
taken by Mackey

172-11 Private residences designed by Mackey in
Washington, DC

172-12 Certificates
Poster, "Howard H. Mackey...Celebrating

Distinguished Service to 
Architectural Education"

Drawings and Site Plans

Sketches of Parkside Dwellings

172-13 Hopewell Baptist Church, Philadelphia
Engineering and Architecture Building-

Howard University [proposed]
Stoddard House, Washington, DC

Item

172-14 Lawnside Gardens Housing Project, 
Camden, NJ

172-15 Lawnside Gardens Housing Project, 
Camden, NJ

172-16 Parkside Dwellings Housing Project,
Washington, DC

172-17 Soda Fountain - Howard University Law
School Building
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