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The Academy Herald 11
pie of last y ear’s m ost capable 
and brilliant staff of editors, with 
“T ru th ” as our guide, w ith “On
w ard ” as our watchword, and 
with God as our helper we shall 
not fail you.

*It tli
Notes From the Sick Room

I t  seem s as if tire ill hand of 
P a te  has rested  very heavily on 
the Academy th is year. B ut 
th rough it all we bow with rever
ence to Divine Omnipotence.

We were all saddened to hear 
of the death of M iss R uth  Sm ith, 
one of our last y ear’s graduates. 
Miss Sm ith was one of the c red 
itable studen ts of the Academy, 
and beloved by all her fellow7 s tu 
dents and classm ates. S tricken 
in the prim e of youth, M iss Sm ith 

, was cut off from a m ost useful 
career and it is w ith g reat so r
row that w7e m ourn her lost.

We are glad to report th a t our 
beloved and fatherly  Dean Cum
m ings who has been ill for some 
tim e is now a convalescent and 
will shortly  re tu rn  to the duties 
to which he has devoted his life 

• for the past tw enty-eight years. 
As is characteristic  of “Pop” as 
lie is populary known, all through 
his illness he never failed to h r  
quire about his boys.

Our P rofessor Logan, the en
ergetic  General S ecre tary  of the 
Y. M. C. A., on account of illness 
had been occupying, for some 
time, a private w ard in the Freed- 
m en’s hospital. We are glad to

learn tha t he has been discharged 
recently  from th a t in s titu tio n . 
The warm and friendly  greeting  
th a t he has received is an indica
tion of the studen ts appreciation 
of his p e rso n a lity  and ability. 
A fter a w7eek’s rest, the active lit
tle physicist will be with us to a s 
sume his duties 1 n the science 
building.

Prof. C. C. Robertson, who has 
been w ith us for the past twro 
years as in stru c to r of Algebra 
and Geom etry, is also on the sick 
list. P rofessor Robertson is a 
typical Howuird m an with th e  
Howard characteristic  qualities 
of efficiency, love for his alma m a
ter, his studen ts  and his work. 
We extend to him our heartfe lt 
sym pathy and s incerest wishes 
for a speedy recovery.

Mr. William A. Pollard, one of 
our graduates, who has been 
confined for several weeks in a 
m ost critical condition is now7 
rapidly convalescing. Mr. Pol
lard is a m em ber of the “famous 
class of 1911” . While in the 
Academy he w7on the enviable 
name of “peerless d eb a te r” , 
having won all the contests tha t 
he engaged in. He carried  his 
good tra in ing  and repu tation  into 
the College of A rts and Sciences 
and has kept it; for, although in 
the last contest Howard lost to 
Union, Mr. Pollard wras univer
sally conceded the best individ
ual debater on the rostrum . We 
extend our best wishes for the 
quick re tu rn  of Mr. Pollard to 
his usual good health.

1

et al.: Notes from the Sick Room

Published by Digital Howard @ Howard University, 2016



12 The Academy Herald

Although somewhat expected, 
the  death of M r. John Lowe, one 
of our last y e a r’s M iddlers, came 
as a shock to his classm ates and 
friends. Mr. Lowe became ill 
during  the early  p a rt of the sec
ond sem ester bu t refused to give 
up his studies until his illness 
had made fatal progress. He 
possessed intellectual ability to a 
m arked degree and held the es
teem  and friendsh ip  of all who 
knew him. We m ourn his loss 
and extend our hea rtfe lt sym pa
thy  to his bereaved relatives.

. m m m m
The Courting of Patronage

In  all walks of life, there  are to 
be found certain  individuals who 
are  by general consent, accorded 
precedence in all m atters. They 
declare the styles, become the 
models of p roprie ty  in social af
fairs, and are  the cynosures of a 
little coterie of dependents which 
su rrounds them  at all tim es. Too 
often these persons are unw orthy 
of the ir following, and m aintain 
the ascendency only so long as an
other, g rea te r  and more w orthy 
does not en ter the ir kingdom. 
I t  is not th e ir  doing, however, 
tha t they are elevated to the posi
tion of “ D ictator;” the little body 
of attaches takes care of that.

The fact th a t every person and 
everything is dependen t upon 
some o ther person or th ing  by 
nature, does not mean th a t any 
one is to lose him self in another 
and become a s terile  and inane 
satellite. Yet, there  are those

who im itate the walk and m anner 
and adopt the views of the more 
lordly, w ithout a ttem p t to cu lti
vate the powers which they them 
selves possess and overlook. The 
appropriation of these character- 
is tics makes them  no more like 
the originals, than the im itators 
of celebrated “s ta r s ” become like 
the perfo rm ers them selves. In 
stead, it converts them  into m ere 
hangers-on of society, who can
not act w ithout the suggestions 
of o thers.

These unfortunates form a 
large class th rough our country, 
and are easy prey  for the “Gol
den b rick ” schem es of the sh a r
per, the fair prom ises of the politi
cian, and the g litte ring  u tterance 
of the demagogue. Here, the half- 
en lig h te n e d  and in g ra tia tin g  
m ounte-bank establishes him self 
and feeds upon their follies. The 
moment an individual of doubtful 
talent catches an inspiration, he 
calls a convention, gives it to the 
world, and is proclaimed a hero. 
If his theory  deals with religion, 
he sets up a new holy order, be
comes a w orthy High P rie s t and 
dies rich; if he is inclined to 
handle huge sum s of money, he 
opens a bank and “ m isplaces” 
m ost of it before the  institu tion  
falls to pieces. A t any rate, he 
ceases hard work perem ptorily , 
and proceeds to enjoy the luxu
ries which the “vulgus ;po/mli” 
provide with eagerness.

And why is all th is self-efface
m ent borne? Sim ply to be called 
a “good fellow”, to be slapped
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