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Tovember 12,1936

Dear Walt;
I" started to write yesterday, but some storm signal in “y sub-
consgiousnesa warned against it, either that or enertia, 1t wea time-
1y a8t any rate. Perqaﬂs I shoudo*nt worry you with “iilinceg ef thls
nature ; but’ that's Whaet' you let yourself in for whepn yon are friend-
1y with tempestuous,introsnectlve neople such as myself. This isnt a
letter in- the prooer senge=. as t;oxﬁb T covld orodueceé one” If 1 trlied-
but is Pretaer. an atteipt at self- apalvsia wherein 1 8hall vy to clar-
1fy my reactions, attitudes,and rati Gnalﬁzatinns over the lates devel-
ovments in myitenitively interestin 1ife.
ihen I came down to llve 1In the Village with Barthe,I did so g-
cainst my better judrement. I came nowing that '5ur temperments "ave
too mueh “in opposition for eupheiia,he with his unbelievable beliéf
thet! this islithe best' of all posaible worlds, ‘and me with nmy williness
to face the obvious sruth-, my tendency to believe that the ugly, the
unkind, thesinful, ‘and the beautiful to be present, more or less , in
every oned He with his Weakness'fthich leads him to ¢ling to a worn out
rellcion and other more mundene superstitions which he holﬂs on to and
conmite the unbardonable sin of trying to force ‘his ideas', or rather
Taek of ideas , on me who despite defeat will never give into to that
whicheistnt up “to my idea of intelligert-, unemotional con tckt, IT was
realiy.aTutile attelpt to mix oil and water, and 1 wes a foel_fb?’a 1
Gceﬂtihg.eaut tnan I was. ér and t 0‘”1t tLtb ner JﬂUS I ras wruur'

! l"l-f

“I went down knowing in spite of uy attempts to belisve ﬁﬁherw
wigse that he was ratlonslizing sex. I Knew before he told me that ke
was homosexual, ‘and yet for once I tried to tell myself that I Was W'
wromg end prév;}udic.er‘t because of pask exvriences. If I had not tkiled
to over look the truth so GOﬂﬁe1atly I would not have been so upset
aver the Abble Hitchell “incedsnt and so T paild for my refusal to face
the truth, even though all she said wes not Lrue. It is true in the
conventional ligh¥of morals ‘whieh Would banish homosexuallty into
the void of god=knowge hETG, but the stories of the wild nﬂrties are
Iies , or at least this'" i1s true since I'Vve been here.

He. put: the thihg on The -basils of art, a willlngness %0 helv a younger
gerson, because alt one time he had eeen helped himself, Tna world nad
been very sweet to hin,very kindj; He had not had to a@ffer 3= 1 Wwotuld
not suffer because he owed it to others whon he couldnt repay, to help
some’ deserving' ,talented person, and I quelified. T would benifit by.
this magnificewt obsegsion. I mustt come and live down with him gnd
save what 1lttle money I Was able to m: ka allowing him w0, take care
of thingss '1 UPUb sted that it wouldnt nrk out, that 1 was'nt an easy
aerseon to llve with: perhanhs he would not li%e it. Oh but I must ecome
and try 1t he wap & little older 3 and he needed someons to be around
it a8 very lonesome <Living aloneyend too,bhe arrsnge vwould e vVery
helpful to me in the way of contacts ., +  ent to 1live on 14th Street.
In . a conversation meent to wern nim of my objective attitude tp-
ard his seXx 1 cawsed Aim to confess thet he was identified with the
same ,an action whipch Was' bne of the few manly ones of ‘which % have
znotn wim to be ahjable,and he promised that he wouldd ngl. forge his
attentions on me. Well enough, bubt as time ent on he made & few passes
thieh were dnnocent enough on thp surface but which I knew to be mere.
vishfulgestures, end it *was finally necesBarvy that I tell him that even
these were againslt my nature and would only edd in unolesssntness for
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me ., ‘oLt he insisted 1
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both of us,. He azgreed to desist anf then tae demons of reality made

their aphearence. I was not trusting erough , 'L wes Insulting in that
I refused-to-meet rcertaln of his friends- of vifm He thinks too much-
=nd since he had only the salt of the earth, the creme of New York on
Ols mailing list, [T 'vaas ‘aeting totaly witiiout reason in my fallure to
glow wish the neat of expectation. Let me herc admitt tlhat my regsons
rere not very logical, at least not so volitely logieal that 1 ecould
give nim reasons without hurting his faelings even more than'I digd.
1let he dosent seem to realize 1s that most of his friends erehis
friends-beecause ofthe sex factor. He loves these People Lontast of L
them , and has had affairs with ‘them “hich T could have enly with
+omen.TheTare amagzed themselves gt some of tha ITelry teleg he Hell' h
aimsedll about them, and some even envy him this excape, vometimes he
is conSglous of his rationalization because he told me that I was att-
rective to bDeople and that I must captalize on It. Disgusting cdvice
for one of my particular ettifude¥ftowards opportunism of that brand.
That faet ‘thet he makes it & practist to"turn on the charm ",as he
puts it, when visitors are here is another proof in point. I dont
eondem wim but something in me disdains the attlitude, snd I would be
very dishonest If I embraced such practices, If ever I become an artist
my work must stend alone, T wont 'sell mvself, It1ll pgive it lodly but
anytiring else is taboo. This is first proof dbEtmyinsight into the out=
come of a situgbtion, and though it 1¢ unvleasnt T ust confess that
I3 &m rather 'pl-:-.as'e'*.??( thet T did 'not take dortietic'action s gt T
tried. and allowed tfie olher side to present its mwase and vet, was

eorrectlin my analysis of forthcoming events.

Darthe soon allowed 'he old meid in him to tgke the upper hand,
He found fewlt with many of my habits, or rather lack of habits,and
conld net understand that so many of the tiiings he found so lmportant
had not the least imbortance to me. He could not undersiand that I -
Iive in the 'lerger outlines, and thati It Eovcecd to do strégggﬁﬂmﬁﬁﬁgakﬁiﬂ'

pEOrssalel would meke "1ife " Impoezitle If I sboned

10 botlier wWita unimnortant detalls.locs li.really metter if onesshal
1s wnecombed 2 1 leughingly-gave in to'many of his ideas Jjust to nlease ¢
him® , they being too trifiling for me to z2llow them t- cause bad fesl- .
ing between ws, I allowed him to preach’, and though L attembpted to
argue witd Nim &t at first I coon gave that up as useless. Logic has 3
no 1old over emotion and thet was the cul-de- sac into which T ran himk
in eaeh instance), wheggshs fortified himself with the illusions:pf

mysticism and there heleless, The whole situastion was emusing to
Junping to the defensive ecach time there.

came eciogs of a differerice #fi opinion, and though he t&ought to be
& sort o8 carent to me , he only suceeded in creating onec of these
instences where the child is father to the man, with 211 the complicatl neg
of 'stieh situations.WMature plays some of the damndest joke ¢ ) somobimes,
here he is with more meternal instindt then meny women and almost no
opoortunity ¥ exoression, This hac been observed by anotiner friend

of -ours -who kidds him about his trestment of me. He uorried about mwy.' |
predilection to buy books"and other things he ‘considers to be luxecries
, 8bout my tiendency to avoid exercise, and people, im short he tried

L0 remsks me in his own imege as he would some of his elay &nd finding
me to'be less plisble and of sterner stuff it nade him unhappy.

Perhaps T could stahd much remaking end in his image- Sbutam I not
mysellf becduse T have the courage to be me? envway as (laude kclay _says
too mich sudan is unplesant and is worse than nonsugarlat allJ




and sugar <in the combination which is we is,I'u afraid , one of the

minor gualities. oA
I watched tae exprience unfold itself very much as a Uatient “observes

his own operation, being’ ascdetched from 1t sas poseible so as £o av-

0id bossible vain, At fira¥ TheFe WeP W ing plans for the trip to

Africa, Soon"ifs" were addedsisand. soon mo mention wae made at all

excent when I made subtle referenges to it just to make him uncomfort-

able. After-many recapituldations 6f the friends hip theme I went to

Harlem-and met many people om-my on hooks, many of these he knew and

a few whom i would be to hisiadvantage te know. Thils hurt his pride

strange as it seemsand only Helped to make motters worse, and doubly

so because he 1s nokt .honest enough to ghwe vent Yo ithat hﬂ knew %o

be unworthy reactions, I like the people-«Whom T!'ve made iy friends

and I Have the ‘satisfacticn of lmowing them to like me' for myself

and-not because 1'm a friend of sartnas. Ard %o those responding and-

aware Of the sex element 1 am free, they dont have that association

&0 fasten.on to.me, nor any of the udﬂle=santnesa which eomes with 1t€.

Laes € night came the climax of *t e whole business while 'Wwe were

enjoying dinner. The question of my usual shortese. efrmoney Game up

and T trled to avoldd it until he annoye. me with his nrecistence

to-thne. point tiat I told him that since -I suffered<and.dic not annoy

him for loans I could nol see ihet he shonld be concernsd, e informer

mestheat I would have to make my money go futher, fn fatct thet T.must

find anothsr place to 11?5. 1t did no? ‘catch me. unpren ared and I'm not

gure that eside of a falnt bit of anger, I dis nt Teel reléeved. of a

load. I coldly aske: his rsasons and as told $hat he found bt necessary

to.give upnils freedom with me in the studio, I gsked whvand was-told

that ‘certain friendsof his could mot visit nim nigﬂts wilthime there,

- T Imew ,Sor at least I suspected thatike wag having effalrsarith those

pecple, and had offered on my own gccord: £0 visit the ¥ when sucn

ocecasions erose, end liad done so uu“gaanﬁgagggp.Befura Licamg ib gﬁgﬁﬂ,.‘

thet they ran Inv at any & of ﬁihg and had shedir Scxgrqisaa.and

departed . San Barlow, the eemnoser has falled to visit more than once

this summer, and I Susjact that he and Barthécouarreled. Uecmsew

“here’, e Coamedin one morning about § and found me in the bgd ant
A ng ho ad#ﬂﬂﬁaﬂe of“the pleasurable ‘opvortunivies he'misht dizve enjoyved,

Hi= digﬁleasure knevi uo bounds, and 2 long discussion “ent. opoover my |
supnosedly sleeping nead. Bartie went out tn caIthin 1&st ve and y
returned. logklng very hurtsand the air was f£illed with raseﬂtfulnasﬁ. ;
Othersne claims he loves ave been 5o inconvienced,; snd-@ut of fairness *i
fo nim T cent see'whr he 'should give up his freedon for me. HoweVer I i
probed farther into LllS matter and it seems that I made his exrpences 4
ﬂlF'EP for instanse |, when he went-om his vacation then Tasht blld wwnt i

mhich wouldint ~1-ve been true had I not been intruding. Nichts when
de went oMt and I istayed“in readivgg gucil unnecesssry books too), the
same nas true. I soiled millow eases.wialle he .glep withowbes I ( though
Iworned him from the first that for three vesrs sll such articles hacd
been sent e from home dnd T amist Detreninded o buy.them in my turn)
failed to buy as much soan, and shavelng cream az he did But the last
Tarts most, of all Then I first came down Hers I' offercd to paY 1y Way,
I had morey and 'z job 'y #When we sieni.places I wanted to jol-hyg L;E bills.
I offered to Flve hdm presents of thiﬂgs'f £houg: Tl He Lould 11%e, Te
would kave none wf it; T 'muat keep.uy wmonéy in }y pocketsi Pernags it
e selfish of me to allow him to 80 'S0, T eamt say, SUt I aid .

fien Ny renche ™ for thewcheelk I: nave Way, wiay rasist)he seered 1o
recleve plkessare from the thing afid 1" Knew he was.playing "meus and
baby" wita me.din the latiter role. Ind you.,wapnesof ‘thése elements
arose untilhe lost hopes-of a suseﬂa¢u1 conguest . Had I been jwilling
1t would'wt Mave 'leopened, many' slapns would have pzssed his notli ce
s 8uoh-is bihe folly of tnﬁse who geelt youbh. B¥ery 4time he has tried

te¢ interestrs youmg man in him He Nhas Lmllea, and will always fail,
Jush as ne Hldes “the bald spot in his hsad he hides from old agse In H
trylnz bo ettract youth, and asadly he h.a8s no sueess with eltier. :
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