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Philadelphia, July 8, 1876

On Monday the great celebration began.

Although the heat was

T

9

very great, the streets were crowded at an early hour with strangers
and citizens.
resented.

Every nationality, and of course every State, was rep

It is a matter of regret to lovers of the picturesque that

so few of the foreigners in the city wear their native dress.

Occa

sionally one catches a glimpse of a Japanese in his own costume, or a
Turk in white turban and flowing robes, but these are rare.

Among our

own people New England furnishes a large share of the representation,
judging from the faces we saw in the crowded streets on Monday.

A

Rhode Islander said he thought his section must be quite depopulated.
"There can be nobody left in our State but a few old ladies and children.
At night we went into Chestnut street, which was so densely throng
ed that only the slowest progress was possible and, indeed, at times it
was impossible to penetrate the crowd.

A more brilliant scene could

not be imagined: triumphal arches spanned the streets, the shops were
brilliantly illuminated, said flags floated everywhere— the flags and
banners of all nations--a forest of bunting," its rich, bright colors
contrasting splendidly with the cool gray granite and dazzling white
marble of many of the buildings.
street, between Eighth and Ninth.

The principal arch was on Chestnut
It was thirty feet high and eighteen

feet wide, and was beautifully decorated with colors and evergreen.

On

one side in large illuminated letters were the words, "Welcome, Dom Pe- >
dro," and on the columns the dates 1776 and 1876.
were the words, "Welcome, Count Rochambeau."

On the other side

Suspended from the centre

of the arch was a large bell of beautiful flowers.

This was in size

and shape a fac-simile of the old bell that once hung in Independence
Hall.

The arch was surmounted by a platform extending entirely across

the street and holding three hundred persons, from whioh a number of
invited guests had a fine view of the torohlight procession as it passed

down Chestnut street.

/

As a torchlight demonstration, the procession could not be callefP
a success, for the calcium lights in the streets, and the rival light
of the moon, which shone forth in great splendor, quite eclipsed the
torches, but in other respects it was most interesting and imposing.
The advance guard arrived at Independence Hall at exactly 12 o'clock,
when the new Liberty Bell pealed forth for the first time, amid the
shouts of the multitude and the distracting noise of fire-crackers, pis
tols, and miniature cannon; a chorus of five hundred voices began the
"Star Spangled Banner," and tens of thousands joined in the chorus.
all sang the doxology.

Then

The effect was at once solemn and inspiring.

The

band performed a medley of national airs, and the chorus sang splendidly
Fennimore's "Centennial Hymn."

At twelve every bell in the city pealed

forth a welcome to the new century of the Republic, which was thus usher
ed in with -universal enthusiasm and acclaim.
The exercises in Independence Square on the Fourth were extremely
interesting; the Emperor of Brazil and hundreds of other distinguished
guests and citizens occupied the platforms.

The Square was densely pack

ed with people, and there were many thousands outside who could not gain
admittance.

The trees were covered with men and boys who hung upon the

branches, apparently at the imminent risk of life and limb.
overture of the "Great Republic" was performed.
opening address.

The grand

Gen. Hawley made the

Prayer was offered by Bishop Stevens.

Then the train

ed chorus of five hundred voices, accompanied by the orchestra, sang
very beautifully, to the music of "Keller's Hymn," the fine hymn written
for the occasion by Oliver Wendell Holmes:
Welcome to All Nations

,

Bright on the banners of lily and rose,
Lo, the last sun of our century sets]
Wreathe the black cannon that scowled on our foes
All but her friendship the Nation forgets 1

*

All but her friends and their welcome forgets
These are around her, but where are her foes?
Lo, while the sun of her century sets,
Peace with her garlands of lily and rosej
II
Welcome I a shout like the war strumpet *s swell .

~

Wakes the wild echoes that slumber aroundI
Welcome: it quivers from Liberty’s bell;
Welcome 1 the walls of her temple resound.
Hark, the gray walls of her temple resound.’
Fade the far voices o ’er hillside and dell;
Welcome! still whisper the echoes around;
Welcome! still trembles on Liberty’s bell!
III
Thrones of the Continent!

Isles of the Sea!

Yours are the garlands of peace we entwine;
Welcome, once more, to the land of the free,
Shadowed alike by the palm and the pine;
Softly they murmur, the palm and the pine-"Hushed is our strife in the land of the free."
Over your children their branches entwine-Thrones of the Continent:

Isles of the Sea!

The original Declaration of Independence was then read by Richard
Henry Lee, of Virginia.

The "Centennial Hymn," written at the request

of the Emperor by A.Carloj^lomez of Brazil, was announced, when the calls
for the Emperor were so vociferous that he was obliged to appear upon
the stand.

He seemed quite overpowered by the prolonged ovation which

he received. The hymn was rendered by the orchestra with fine effect.
Bayard Taylor recited in full, rich tones, his "National Ode," which

was much applauded.

A triumphal march with chorus, entitled "Our Nation

al Banner," was sung, and the oration was then delivered by Williaa^M.
Evarts.

Ere this you have doubtless read the full report of this very

able oration.

To us it seemed as if, while enumerating the important

events of the century of our country's life, he might more strongly have
emphasized the most important of all--the emancipation of a race— to
which he made but slight allusion.

To us it would have seemed most fit

ting that he who has ever been the great apostle of freedom, as well as
the greatest orator of our land--Wendell Phillips--should have been in
vited to deliver the oration on this memorable occasion.

Truly the old

saying, "A prophet hath no honor in his ovm country," is verified in this
as in many other instances.
On Friday morning we at last reached the Main Building of the Expo
sition.

How delightful was the change from the dust, and heat, and

crowd without to the refreshing coolness and quiet of the beautiful hall.
Refreshingly cool and quiet it was, for although there were probably
thousands within it, there was no crowd.

The graceful arches and float

ing flags, the light, and color, and beauty everywhere were marvellous,
and at once transported us like

■

*tn© magic mat.

Whereon the Eastern lover sat,"
to lands long dreamed of across the sea, lands far more picturesque,
far less prosaic than our own.

Firm in our hearts was a love for the

mother country, which nothing has yet destroyed, and so we said, "We
will go to dear old England first."
to be seen in our own country!

But on the way there was so much

Our feet were stayed at every step, and

we were put to shame for our want of patriotism--if want of patriotism
it were.

From a tiny pavilion, charmingly adorned with ivy and autumn

leaves, came the exquisite liquid notes of a piano, which proved to be
a piano of American manufacture.

Nearby stood another pavilion of won

derful lightness and grace, made entirely of the pith of rattan from

f
the South Sea Islands.

It was beautifully ornamented with carvings of

fruit, and flowers, and foliage, and rows of centennial bells; and on
the summit was perched, of course, the omnipresent eagle.

Within were

various articles, baskets and boxes on which autumn leaves were painted;
urns and vases, and card-oases and music-racks, all made of this beauti
ful airy material.

These were the work of the Donnan Manufacturing Com

pany, and were among the prettiest things we saw in the Department.

The

display of jewels by Caldwell dazzled one’s eyes, and almost took away
one’s breath.

Think of a magnificent opal, large as a hickory nut, but

oval of form, and beautiful beyond description in its changeful rainbow
hues.

To me this is the most fascinating of all precious stones.

There

is something living in its beauty which draws one to itself, despite the
old sad legends connected with it.

While we are speaking of jewels, I

ta

will suddenly cross the sea, and ask your attention watches of Dent

Co.,

r*

London.

One small watch of gold, richly encrusted with diamonds; another

with a cluster of diamonds, in the centre of which is an exquisite cross
of rubies and emeralds; watches beautifully enameled and painted; and
lastly, a fac-simile of the Duke of Wellington’s "Tact" watch, the orig
inal of which was made by this firm, and worn always by His Grace.

Of

the displays of china--some beautiful, some very ugly to untrained eyes,
but all interesting and curious— you have already heard.

There is some

exquisite glassware in the British department, among which one small
vase, upon which is a representation of St. George and the dragon, and
another with most delicate tracery of flowers, and ferns, and birds, were
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In the India department we found, from Bombay, some of the finest
specimens of carving in silver and gold, principally chatelaines, brooch
es, etc., etc., wonderfully beautiful carved cabinets, tables, chairs,
and writing-desks of India blackwood.

The fruits, and foliage, and flow

ers, and birds, and serpents, and turtles were perfect, and executed^
with marvellous delicacy and grace.

Boxes of ivory, of porcupine quills,

and of sandal-wood were very beautiful, the carvings upon the latter be
ing almost as fine as the most delicate lacework.

What skillful fingers

and what fairy-like fineness of tools must have produced such results!
India shows also cashmere carpets, rich and beautiful as ladies' shawls,
and scarfs and shawls of finest camel's hair.

One of the latter, of a

delicate grey, with a most exquisite border, looked light and soft enough
to be drawn through the traditional gold ring.

In New Z e a l a n d we were
/(

passing muffs and collars with the exclamation, What beautiful furs!

i r

when, chancing to give them another glance, we found they were not of fur
at all, but of the loveliest feathers--the feathers of the white and gray
and brown albatross, and of other birds.

One muff of the feathers of the

white albatross was of the purest white, white as snowflakes and dainty
enough for Titania, had that "sweet summer queen” ever need of such an
article as a muff.

We wondered what might be the fate of the men who

killed the albatrosses, those "birds of good omen," and robbed them to
add such wonderful grace and beauty to a lady's toilet.

Was theirs the

terrible doom of the "Ancient Mariner?"
From New Zealand to Norway--a long step--and there, in the land of
cold and storms, of rock-bound coasts, and dark firs, we were surprised
to find the loveliest and most delicate specimens of frosted silver; exauisite sprays of ferns and other leaves, jewel boxes, chains, combs;
brooches looking like clusters of snowflakes, in forms of leaves and flow
ers; and a magnificent book, we knew not whetherjphotograph album or Bible,
and there was no one to tell us, bound in purple velvet and frosted silver
Here our powers of vision and strength of limbs failed utterly, and we
were obliged to sink into the nearest seats and

a m u s e

o u r s e l v e s

by lan

guidly watching the living panorama before us, certainly not the least
interesting of all the objects in the great show. Of many other wonders

PHILADELPHIA*--?

and treasures, and especially of the pictures and statues o f ^ h e Memorial
Hall and annex, we must tell you hereafter, when we have made a closer
and more leisurely examination.

But even this slight and most incomplete

glimpse of the Exposition has more than realized all :)ur glowing antici
pations, and we have made up our minds that if we can ft see Europe, Asia
and Africa, in short, make a tour of the world, (not in^^Aghty days) this
is certainly the next best thing.

