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et al.: Editorial Comment

10 The Academy Herald

Should Students Study?
In the September number of
Harper’s magazine, there appears

under the caption “Should” Stu-
| "an interesting ar-
ticle writtén by Professor "Wil- g
liam Trufant Foster of Reed Col-
lege, Portland, Oregon. _ The cir-

dents Study?

cumstance which gave rise to the
article was the disCovery that an

amazmglty large numbér of stu-
en

b
dents atfending College do not
study, but rather squander their
time"and energy enjoying what is
Eo{)u,l,arl known “a's “College
ife.

marks are of as much
cance to the High School pupil as
to the CoIIe?e student, we make
no apology for presenting them

in this place to our fellow stu-

dents.
Briefly t

with which the trilling
ustifies his sloth are:

stated, the reasons
student
First,

that it is not worth while “grind-

ing” in High School or Colleg_e;
second, that he will postpong his
real studK.for the professional
school; third, that education
does not consist of information
derived from text books, in that
one forgets all, ornearly all, that
ong learns in school. _
The arquments with which
Professor Foster combats these

statements are based upon stat-

istics compiled from the records
of the leading institutions of
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sProfessor Foster’s re-
signifi-

1

learning, not only in the United
States,” but also in England.
These statistics show: First,
that in the great majority of
cases, the student who was of
ood standing in his High School
course, achieved a like result, not
only in College, but also in his
Frofessmnal studies: and second,
hat the record of the |%

School and College work of the
majority of the Ieadln? men in
all walks of professional life is_of
exceptional merit.  From this,
Prof. Foster concludes that stu-
ents should study in that: First

hard work is the foundation of
success; second, the efficient stu-
dent has a ?ood standing with
his fellow-students; and “third,
one’s future-career is, in great
measure, dependent upon his
achievement In school.

These, we take it, are in them-
selves excellent reasons wh
any student should study; but,
considered with reference to stu-
dents of a backward race, these
reasons, are of larger import.
For, is 1t not true that—to_bor-
row a not inappropriate figure
—the procession has passed
us, and that whether or not we
shall catch up with it is contin-
gent upan the good or ill use we
make of our “stay in school ?
Again, what about the grave
warnings and helpful sug?es-
tions with respect to intellectual
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preparedness made to us every
year by some of the ‘great think-
ers from all r?arts of the coun
try Do we regard them mere-

y as the unsubstantial vapor-
|n%s of an after-dinner speaker ?

What about the great world cri-
Sis and oHr reIatr%n to it ? Shall
we, like the five thoughtless vir-
gins, be found Wrthout any oil in
our lamps at the crucial” hour?
And finally, does not our sacred
duty to the generations yet un-
horn impose upon us the “obliga-
tion to make good use of oar
time in school? The Herald
thinks that our dutr{) does im-
pose upon us the o |lgatron to
study; and it thinks, foo, that
this 1s a matter that merits the
consideration of every student
of Howard Academy.

The Honor System

At a recent meeting of the
Academy Senate,a bill which has
for its dbject the establishment
of the Honor System in Howard
University was introduced by
Senator A.A.Brown Representa-
tive of the Middle Class.

ment of the body
wh emrng in favo ofthe |I
Dean tyax Who resr ded,
while in”'sympath wrt the
measure, expr sse a desire to
366 aDme  evidence, amorg ine
Sgens) feuprng i
eration was Rost]poned
Owing to the limited space at
pur disposal, we can not do Jus-

A live-
ly discussion followed, the senti-
being over-

urther consid-

tice, at this time, to this all im-
portant subject.  We, therefore,
reserve our comment for the
next issue of The Heratd. For
the information_ of our readers
however, and with a view to
Barrn? the minds of the student
ody Tor a full discussion of this
mafter, it may, Berhaps be well
to define_the subject. By the
Honor System ™we mean that
policy on the part of the Univer-
sity authorities which. assumes
that every student, in his relation
to the s ooI actrvrtres in gene-
ral, and to the, class room work
in particular, is_actuated by mo-
tives of unquestioned honésty—

a policy which necessarrle(r Is-
penses with that police-like su-
pervision which at present pre-
vails, The question which now
confronts the students is: do
we want the Honor System ?

Brown’s Corner

The Students Headguarters for all
that Students Wear

" Always there with the Latest”

all L eofStnard akes of Hats
aps, KFogs and General Fornish Ings

A Howard Tie zvith every $2 order
Cor. 7th and T Streets. Northwest

For Good Things To Eat, Visit

HOAARD LILNCH
1826 Tth Street, N. W.

BoardObXnDl\aY rtNge]lé Month

L. DOUGLAS Proprretor
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The Value of Correct
Speaking

What is correct speech? . Cor-
rect speech is the ex;r)ressmn of
thoughts by means o Ianguage
which is grammatically and rhe-
torically right. o

The reasons for cultivating cor-
rect speaking are many and rea-
sonable. First, correct speech
is a mark of good breeding and
culture. It is_one of the indica-
tors which point out a person as
belonging to the aristocracy of
learning.” Correct speech is gne
of the marks which distinguish
the person of culture from his
less fortunate brother. Thentoo,

as an evidence of self-respect,cor-

rect speech is invaluable. Inew
ery day life, the best impressions
are not made by one’s appearance
alone, but by ‘the telltale utter-
ances which ‘commend or betray
the speaker, and sometimes hold
him up to ridicule. By the care-
ful use of correct speech, a per-
son inspires respect and avoids
ridicule. Thoughts are express-
ed in their originality without
the possible chance of error or
misconception by couching them
in the best and correct language.
It affords, us great pleasure tohe
able to join in"a conversation, and
to express our ideas in a clear,
comprehensible, and scholarly
manner. The abllltY_ to do this
commands appreciation and re-
sPectfrom those around. It cre-
ates much confusion and misun-

ders,tandmp,when, inan attempt,
to give vent'to our feelings, ideas
or convictions, we violate the laws
of grammar, and pa¥ no attention
to the principles of rhetoric.
There is no excuse for the person
who, by carelessness or laziness,
disregards the value of correct
speech, and falls into the vulgar
habit of_usmg colloquial and slang
expressions—ahabit which coul
have been avoided by thought and
attention, T

There are man}/, difficulties en-
countered in cultivating correct
speaking. Of these, two which
many 0f us encounter might
be mentioned. The first is the
use of bad English, around us.
This literary disease is very con-
tagious, and a person is infected
betore he is aware that he Is a
victim of this trouble.

The Literary Digest for Sep-
tember 30, inan article entitled
“At Last! An American Lan-
&uage,” says: Our language—

e "American—is no stationary
thing. It is on the move; it has
characteristic ‘hustle.” We are
busy smashing consonants, spoil-
ing "vowels, “crushing whole
phirases. into a grunt—"Uddia—
doon—air?’ (WHhat are you doing
there?): “Sry” (That is right).
In that respect our develop-
ment is like the French Ilan-
gua%e during the period of jts
most rapid advance. Like the
French,wehave begun todrop our
final consonants. A jitney—ride
costs ‘fie cense’ (five cents). Our
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evenrngT valedictory_ is ‘Goo-
night!” “This extract |IIustrates
the hold which bad English is
takrn% %ontheAmerrcan public
and the harm which comes from
the use of careless sPeech
The second difficulty is the pos-
srbrlrty of falling into’the habit of
using slang expressions. = Avery
good illustration of slang is found
in.the same issue of the Literary
Digest. It sa){ : “Spoken Amej-
ican has travelled far from spok-
en English.” The English " lift
the receiver and mildly inguire:
“Are you there?” Americans
rattle the handle and cry:_“Hlof
hIoI who—ziss?" The Enﬁl ish
y' ‘Rah ther!” we, ‘Sure thin
doherrn we, ‘double-cross
ﬁshut it we'canit.”
They tap their forehead sronrfr
canflyand murmur: ‘Balm
rem ark:Nobuddy atome!””’ hese

hindrances cannot be too vigor-

ousI%/ fouPht against, and the
sh

ould not

manently.

The habit of correct speaking
cannot be acquired entirely bz
contact with those who spea

correctly for, without the know-

ledge of the principles governing
correct speech there IS a possr
brIrtﬁ of erring. According to
Rus |n “An uneducated person
know, &/ memory, many
Iangua es, an talk them all, and
yet tqu know not a word of
an¥ nota word even of hisown.”
he frequent use of the dic-
tionary is very essential in cul-

? given up un-
til these habits are overcome per-

tivating good speech, and should
be the “mainstay of the student,
Two royal roads to success |n
correct speakrn% are stu
practice, s stud ens we
should put into Tpractrse by t e
constant use, 0 g

the grammatical an rhetdrical
knowledge which we have gained
during our educational sojourn
in the realms of syntax and the
kindred stud |fe It is neces-
sary, then, to follow these roads
if we desire to reach the King-
dom of correct English.

In conclusion, let us remem-
ber that as we leave school, and
%o forth to fill our places in the

usy and skeptical world, that
the employer judges the prospec-
tive employee, for the most part

his lirst interview, and at
that time correct sPeech is inval-
uable; besides that, let us bear
in mind that correct speech will
EO far towards making a person
nown and respected as a cuh
tured and worthy citizen.

—Jno. A. Elcock, 7.

DON'T FORGET THE HOWARD
CORNER
Corgeg Georgia Avenue and Howard
Is rrght in front of your face

We Sell sandwiches, cakes and pies
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