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NEW FRONTIERS IN ANTHROPOLOGY

By DR. W. MONTAGUE COBB

Reprinted from “THE ORACLE”, October, 1933

ALEXANDER MEIKLEJOHN in his
dential address at the Amr}erst C? tennial
said, “There are two ways 0 ércrng Ife, two
kinds “of wisdom or man

léread t%)e ot er t e wv of
confidence, One rests on Tear
and cunning; the other on
hope and faith. One is for
man, the beast; the other for
man, the spirit In that
spirit _of confidence  which
must imbue efforts to make
the world better for living
without crushing the other
fellow, brief note is made
here of certain considera-
tions pertaining to numbers
and quality in_human beings and” of new ap-
Broac es in science which, If properly attended
y ourselves, may improve the lot of generations

rising and unborn.
AH living creatures tend to multiply without
% %f 2 A the

Irmrt en est| P
ofa Frtr ale housefly In APnrrerj(e)rr]-

resr

Prougeeny e fem
normal  reprodu tron without
ence they would covert e earth over fortrv e
yAugu% Fortunately, environmenta
resrstaRce which is the sum of the external fac-
[)ors which ref]trhct the potential Increase In num-
erﬁ and_the |tato a (IVen Specles, prevents
such an insectean deluge.

Man has been more successful than a
other animal In overc? ng his environmental ré-
sistance.  As (ja % e 1S the (fmrnant nd
nlost wrde l]strh uted form of life on this

anet, IS reproductive capacrty |s
om ara |ver mall.  Today the ear%h 1S a

the prob em of human over rowdrn orte |rs
||[n In 1t rstor% i(toosno In hand It Is
ey that man will make even further progress

In subduin

gahrs environment so that population
gressure

In time Qecome vnrvgrsé)l? acute.
everal mveatrgdators have conclu ? drrn two
g usanle lands of the

WoWJee hune be ful veaﬁrg Srlatgg Such an eventu
rendef t

H‘P/ would e oPpressrv placenos
ch (iertarn crowded na gonf to ax seek t0 a ay
therr ills more obviously futile thah at present.

{

thro

Logic would dictate that human_effort s
be (ﬁ?ected f0 thrf en tnat an fncalrtres Woquutig
Beoge with onx as ma oP Ividuals as cou
omfortablrv Iporte nd tha A rc] r]e inter-
esto Eeacea dB?(Iness these Indl s would
Perrorgar . n]se uent rrtr] con-
troI m | its aspects, and the more dr lcult an
complex problem, of ‘growing better human
mgs are recehvrn Widespread .and ntensive
st gy today, though the |mderate stimull’ to
f ?tu g/ are generally less altruistic than the
ogical 1deal.
sical anthropology might properly be asked
for va/ rf ecr%rca onsgeys to. ﬂow%epmo tsugerror
R/ es of uRr |n s might be |dent|J|e
they should red and nurture '
woud sem an ambrtrons but not unreainna e
emand 0 1ascrence which concerns  Itself with
the stud an constitutio nall ItS vafra
tions, a arnst the backgroun Its deve g
mental and co aratrve oological history. Pr
scriptions for the aftainment and maintefance of
hu an su errnrré ave no# r%een wantrgg as the
mu |p|F cla o%reso the past a Present
comP ng ftest. Dut their Dias diverts our
Interest from these.
If we should take the a{w Pometrrc ata
hich more than acentur care assemP P
ave Iven us, and attem tto set down huilders’
Recr cations_ for superior rBa ernqs We
\ﬁnth '0 oducts acceptanle today 1n any
quartero the gfobe
We should frtrst rec‘urre that our superior he-
ings he born of long-lived ancestors hecause the
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best index of potential Iongevrty now available more interesting c mbinations of these traits

IS the longevity ?f one's for gears tan are at resentq nown.

Our gro P could have a wi erange of statures In short, ro oI ical data ve sho n
to surt% astes, because I mogern crvrlrzatron us that ﬁrac Ica g/ 3/ ere .on
stature has nedlr ible survival value, alth ou surface human beings ﬁ]rror potentra |t|es
Prrmrtrve conditi nsr IS of undou tecd Impor] an may be found and t at the mixture of goodo
N comhat, Ia ora escape. _Toda esrr % Er.)eo ple 1s without demonstrable _ dysgenic
stature 1S essentra yamat er of est %trc pre er eheot Conseq uetntl the interest of the" an-
ence, the ladl avoring tallness. ropo logist ecome concentrated on better

s generally f
correlation ta Ie% Wouldy rescrrb% hody Wweig ts bree and e/tter nurture. W é]e the lack 0 {
sulted to the. respective statures nowe e and facilities prevents the pactrca
Because |ffeanceenrn stature are que mor] est grnent of eugenic, practices free 0

i et B e S e,

our ta

stature and srttrn%(h ignt WOlh Prve us an ap- heret at we |ew New horizons.

prr\)ﬁrrate trunk ed or each stature. The possr ||t|e%of fahuman eing are reatest
e migh nvest each torso with vital hen he Is a freshly fe

rtilized
or?ans of ade uate sl)ze It woulri be drffrcu!t o do nothin to enhdnce Ihe egrgtraéhtres orf ﬁ
err i this re h ecause 0t the tremendous rZTYaQOte ﬁ/e direct oyr ef ots t? conservrno as
resErve capacii ich the vrtaI viscera 8_Possess nyo r]t OIposs ible 50 th tlatent capactties
ope

It has tfeeg t err(rjoré%troarte that a m nIr aa/]c AVS maTy eve Into USﬁu ta ||t|kes f
M rwrth t ew eet o lh ro>?| everyl}hagguof h rt]rm%r)r(r F¥S§¥gn frnoor\r,tv ?er%e 3

T R Bl Remi drt
routrney use OB .about one- ehge opmenta

%tter of our brains Nevert less, Wte esh%r% Fr ca? anthPop%fgasrstO\éah taned ersttggrf%o%]nmé a

ow oyr groyp with large: brams hec uset ratsrvrce
%rarn wergh% ¥dtstrngurs peoﬂ% tenas fo be g ave IongrO t?r tldqrmsenesronale notrm?e QF
w Ize.  Height-wei

goe the gopula%on avera? g cecks for our
il |an|t H) as Anatole France, ave a0 charts are thT st familiar of these. Grau y
unug é] g smallDrains. the anthropo %rst IS grvr d us more valuaple
|deal Dody pro ortrons mrght be permitted 0 measures of t“”tg squwshed from In-
remarn m tes a fash ron as th% are t] Crease ln Size, In standards, of The age chan e
, nrte States, T rexaHp Jrour ones as shown teXra Not only
ca Negror ph srque with roaﬂ shoulders ?es the skeleton show &ccuratel he ro ress
rrow hips and H 'ﬂ genera rega ed maturity but it reveas Interru tron
asamasc Irne |dea e the teminine model IS veloloment produced by disease utrrtron
a W |te ty tﬁ) (?y build with moderate shoul- bance. A's vere |IIness er ha rowt
ders, I |san Wwell aeveloped breasts, the growrng one ends will hecome enser
It woulg pot be necessa % Ive speorfrcatrona Ater re Qver rowt rs resum new
for any of the traits by wifich race is determine hone will he dded to e growing end but tne
fause none of hese trarts have direct survival dense area will remain and” form “even in aduIt
}/ Ue In our CIvi |zat|o or bear asrgnrfrcant rF lile a telltale. shadow on the roen(s%enogram
ﬁtronshrp to human ca %er or fifness. ou marking the time and approximate dUration of

t us let our ?u erior sd [Jects crr]oose W at the illngss 3

orm, skin color, eye color, hair form, nose form Iit ifion the Xrgy IS betng\ used tq foIIoriv

| thick n ss, tooth arrangement, facial index f etal development before br[) d
d]the ke, the referre because In respect Ife and age ater rowth, ut not eve op-

Bolhie Cfﬁfcttf Mese fem are o Jo morenl. - mepial Chale, fas bein SOMeed, - ologis,

experrmenta breedrng (frv?t gh Would %83uce with thge ald of the psycholggrst is following the
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ptlt ms %tal d?velo ment of the growing  fields of knowledge d 50 nE)romoethe essentia
% so t at the well organized Iaborat[] can  unity of science. ehu nsava 8/ eo
urnish a composite R ure ? e sical  suclt studies to arent teacher, .in |ua
growth mafunR/ and the mental development gf  state I, at onee VIO s and Inestimable

Iven child ver shokt time. . Further, 1t sense of Edwin M ams;&oem
F} ecommﬂ ﬁoss %01%8 %t ing series 0' “He rewa(:\rce 0, shut me out—
te ame chiildren fr(i re to" adulthood Heretic, rebel, a thing to flout.

etect very smal d%ze opmental %Jerratmns But Tove an Iha the Wlt to win;
and Indicate thelr S|gn| icance, probable causes We drew g circle that took him_ in,”

all who belleve In the Egrreat CI le wil| be deep I¥

n}]eans of correct I%P
opologmal studies of this t e require  nterested. In ti} ess and applications o
te aid of experts In many inte ppenetratmg Investigations of this Kind.
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