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R. Louise Burge Papers
Collection 165-1 to 165-23
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Robin Van Fleet
September 1993

MANUSCRIPT DIVISION



Scope Note

The papers of R. Louise Burge (1908-1986), contralto vocalist and teacher, reflect her
personal life, performing career and her role as an educator, specifically at Howard University.
These papers date from circa 1930, when Ms. Burge was attending Howard University and
performing, until shortly before her death. They were donated to Moorland-Spingarn by Mr. and
Mrs. Shephard Burge, Ms. Burge's brother and sister-in-law, in 1986. There are approximately
eight linear feet of materials.

Programs and publicity concerning Ms. Burge's performances are included in these
papers, as well as programs of other performers. Ms. Burge's role as an alumna and faculty
member at Howard University is well represented, as well as her relationship with family
members, documented by correspondence, news clippings and obituaries. These papers also
reflect Ms. Burge's friendship with Camille Nickerson, also a performer and faculty member at
Howard University. Included are Nickerson correspondence, photographs and programs. Ms.
Burge donated Ms. Nickerson's papers to Moorland-Spingarn in 1983.

Ms. Burge was very active in the National Association of Negro Musicians, National

Association of Teachers of Singing and Sigma Alpha lota, a music fraternity.



Rosa Louise Burge
1908 July 9

n.d.

1930-1933
1934

n.d.

n.d.

1940

1942-1976

1945

1976-?

1981-1984

1985
1986 July 9

Sources:

Biographical Sketch

Born in Kayspring, Georgia to Sheperd and Allouise Burge.

Attended Knoxville College Academy, Knoxville,
Tennessee.

Attended Howard University. Received a Mus. B in voice.
Received a B.A. from Howard University.

Entered Competitive Fellowship at Juilliard Graduate
School, New York City.

Head of music department at Agricultural & Mechanical
Normal School - Pine Bluff, Arkansas.

Performed in William Still's production of "And They
Lynched Him From A Tree".

Taught voice and served as the assistant director of the
university choir at Howard University.

Received an M.A. from Teachers College of Columbia
University, New York City.

Taught voice at Trinity College, Washington, D.C.

Served on the National Board of National Association of
Negro Musicians (NANM) and as Treasurer.

Named outstanding musician by NANM.
Died of cardiac arrest at Georgetown University Hospital.

In Loving Memory of R. Louise Burge July 9, 1908 -
July 9, 1986. Funeral program.

“Rosa Louise Burge,” Washington Post, July 13, 1986.



Series A
Box 165-1
to 165-2

Series B
Box 165-2
to 165-3

Series C
Box 165-4
to 165-5

Series D
Box 165-5
to 165-7

Series E
Box 165-7
to 165-8

Series F
Box 165-8
to 165-9

Series G
Box 165-9
to 165-11

Series H
Box 165-11
to 165-16

Series |
Box 165-16

Series J
Box 165-16
to 165-17

Series Description

Personal Papers and Family Papers

Biographical information including Ms. Burge's role at Howard
University as an alumna and a professor of voice. Materials
relating to her education at Juilliard and Columbia University
Teachers College are also included. Family papers include
secondary materials, such as news clipping and funeral
information. For family correspondence, see “Correspondence.”

Correspondence
Family correspondence is included, as well as correspondence with
friends and fellow educators and performers.

Subject Files
Biographical information on various performers, friends and
colleagues, as well as topics relating to music.

Organizations
Includes organizations in which Ms. Burge had an affiliation or
interest, mainly relating to music.

Howard University — Teaching Materials
Class outlines and notes, as well as registers of students and syllabi
for courses taught by Ms. Burge.

National Association of Negro Musicians (NANM)
Materials documenting the operation of the NANM, including Ms.
Burge's role in the organization, dating from ca. 1950's to 1980's.

Camille Nickerson
Items concerning Ms. Nickerson's personal life and career as a
performer.

Performances

Programs and news clippings of performances by Ms. Burge and
other performers. Church programs are also included with this
series.

Writings
Notes on music and language.

Printed Materials
Books and brochures relating to music, as well as the role of
African-Americans in culture and music.



Series K
Box 165-17
to 165-18

Series L
Box 165-19
to 165-22

Series M
Box 165-23

Series Description continued

Photographs

Consist of images of Ms. Burge, including formal and informal
photographs of her performances; photographs of Ms. Nickerson,
including portraits and photos of her performances; and photos of
fellow performers and Howard University students.

Sheet Music
Mainly published compositions written by African-American
composers, and/or containing African-American themes.

Oversize

Photographs of Camille Nickerson, an advertisement for NANM,
and a framed photograph of the Howard University School of
Music Faculty and children.



Series A:
Box
165-1

165-2

Series B:

Container List

Personal Papers and Family Papers

Folder

Burge, Audrella

Burge, Allouie [mother of Louise Burge]
Burge, Andrew C.

Burge, Eucretia

Burge, Legand

Burge, Mary Foster

Burge, Mary V.

Burge, Samuel Alvin

Burge, Shepherd H.

10 Burge, Warren

11 Address Book

12 American Association of Retired Persons (AARP) - membership
card

13 Biographical Materials

14 Calendar - 1977

15 Catholic University - Burge's transcripts

16 Certificate - National Associations of Teachers of Singing 1963

17 Class Notes - Indiana University

18 Columbia University Teachers College - Master of Arts transcripts

19 Eastman School of Music

20 Financial

21 Guest Book

22 Howard University - Century Club

23 Howard University - Class Reunion

24 Howard University - Department of Music

1 Howard University - Department of Music

2 Howard University - Fiftieth Anniversary

3 Howard University - Service Award

4 Howard University - Transcripts

5 Income Taxes

6 Medical

7 Juilliard School of Music - Transcripts

8 Pi Kappa Lambda Certificate [1948]

Correspondence

9 A-B

10 Browning, Margaret



Series B:
Box
165-2

165-3

Series C:
165-4

Container List

Correspondence continued
Folder

11 Burge Family

12 Burge Family

13 Burge Family

14 C-D
15 Dixon, Frankye
16 E-F

17 Ellis, Mildred

18 Fisk University [re: oral history with Louise Burge concerning
Camille Nickerson - includes unsigned deed of gift]

19 Fondation des Etats-Unis

20 G-H

21 Howard University

22 I

J-K

Jessye, Eva

Joseph, Rev. L.A.
L-M

Lloyd, Glaucia
Lovinggood, B. “Tex”
McGinty, Doris
Mordecai Family
N-O

10 Nageli, Mary

11 Nickerson, Camille
12 Nickerson, Dalton & Annie Mae

O©Ooo~No ok~ wnN -

13 P-R

14 S

15 Still, William Grant
16 T

17 w

18 Unidentified Correspondence
19 Unidentified Correspondence

Subject Files

1 Anderson, Eddie
2 Art Songs

3 Bailey, Pearl



Container List

Series C: Subject Files continued

Box Folder

165-4 4 Baldwin, James
5 Barlow, Klara
6 Beasley, Allen J.
7 Black Composers
8 Boulanger, Nadia

9 C.W. Howmeyer & Co.
10 Callas, Maria

11 Camp Burge

12 Carey Panel

13 Christmas Music

14 Churches

15 Copeland, Garnell

16 Copland, Aaron

17 Cowan, Claude L.

18 Curry, William

19 Daves, Herman

20 Davis, Sammy Jr.

21 Dudley, Leonea B.

22 Edwards, Mabel Williams
23 Ellington, Duke

24 Ellis, Mildred

25 Fax, Mark

26 Fennell, Robert E. - Poems by
27 Ferebee, Dr. Dorothy Boulding
28 Forrester, Joseph L.B. (Reverend)
29 Fox, Virgil

30 German Lyrics & Notes
31 Gregory, Clarence

32 Hairston, Jester

33 Handy, William C.

34 Harris, Essie Mae

35 Hayden, Robert

36 Hayes, Roland

37 Hendrix, Jimi

38 Hill, Daniel Grafton

39 Hope, Marion Conover
40 Howard University

41 Hunt, Richard

42 Hutchins, Olga G.



Series C:
Box
165-4

165-5

Container List

Subject Files continued

Folder

43 Jessye, Eva

44 Johnson, Estellena Gardiner
45 Johnson, Gladys Byrd

46 Johnson, Mordecai

47 Joseph, Rev. & Mrs. H.C.
48 The Joy in Singing

49 Juilliard School of Music

50 Kay, Ulysses

51 Keith, Caleb Sr.

52 King, Martin Luther

53 Knoxville College

54 Lawson, Warner Scholarship Committee
55 Logan, Ruth Robinson

56 McNeil, Bertha C.

57 Malecki Music House

58 March on Washington - 20th Anniversary
59 Mehta, Zubin

60 Murrell, Henry J.

61 Music Directory

62 Music Educator's Seminar
63 Music Therapy

64 Myers, Henrietta Crawley

1 News clippings on music

2 Operation Crossroads Africa
3 Pi Kappa Lambda

4 Powell, Adam Clayton

5 Poynter, Ruby Alexandria Burge
6 Prairie View A&M College
7 Saunders, Carolyn Jones

8 Saunders, Mrs. J. Finbarr

9 Shape Maltings Concert Hall
10 Shippen, Eliza Pearl

11 Smith, Levington E.

12 Smith, Virginia Beatrice

13 Smithsonian Institution

14 Stokowski, Leopold

15 Taylor, Hortense Pace

16 Trinity College

17 Turner, Vernon Kitabu



Series C:

Box
165-5

Series D:

165-6

Container List

Subject Files continued

Folder

18 Underdown, Alice Lewis

19 University of the District of Columbia
20 Vennard, William D.

21 Walker, George

22 Westminster Choir College
23 White, James Patrick

24 Wiener Staatsper

25 Wilkerson, Frederick Douglas
26 Williams, Edna

27 Williams, Jay Asa

28 Wolf Trap Brahms Festival
29 WRC-TV

30 Xavier University

Organizations

31 Affricare, Inc.

32 Alpbach European Forum

33 American Academy of Teachers of Singing

34 American Cancer Society

35 American Institute of Musical Studies (AIMS)

36 Association for the Study of Afro-American Life & History
(ASALH)

37 Catholic Near East Welfare Association

38 Club Twenty

39 Delta Sigma Theta Sorority - invitations and by-laws

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority - organizational materials
District of Columbia Music Educators Association
Ford Stevens Lions Club

Friday Morning Music Club

Friends of Liberia

G. Leblanc Corporation

International Student House

Kennedy Center

Music Educators National Conference (MENC)

O©oOo~NOoO ol wWwN -
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Container List

Series D: Organizations continued

Box Folder

165-6 10 Music Teachers National Association
11 NASM

12 National Association of Colored Women

13 National Association of Teachers of Singing, Inc. (NATS) 1957-
1966

14 National Association of Teachers of Singing, Inc. (NATS) 1967-
1969

15 National Association of Teachers of Singing, Inc. (NATS) Ohio
State - 1962

165-7 1 National Association of Teachers of Singing, Inc. (NATS) 1970-
1979

National Association of Teachers of Singing, Inc. (NATS) 1980-
1984

National Federation of Music Clubs

National Opera Institute

Pennsylvania Music Teachers Association (PMTA)

Sigma Alpha lota

University Glee Club of New York City

Washington Music Teacher's Association

Washington Opera Guild

Washington Performing Arts Society

Young Women's Christian Association of the National Capital
Area

N
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Series E: Howard University - Teaching Materials
12 Class Outlines and Notes
13 Class Register - 1955
14 Class Register - 1957-58
15 Class Register - 1960-64
165-8 1 Class Register - 1963-66
2 Class Register - 1969-70
3 Survey of Operas and Composers
4 Tests
5 Voice Auditions
6 Voice Teacher Questionnaire

11



Container List

Series E Howard University - Teaching Materials continued
Box Folder
Syllabi
165-8 7 German Repertoire
8 History of Music
9 Master Voice Class

10 Vocal Pedagogy
11 Voice Class

12 Voice Class

13 Voice Majors

Series F: National Association of Negro Musicians (NANM)
14 1950's
15 1960's
165-9 1 1970's
2 1980-81
3 1982-83
4 1984
5 Membership Materials
Series G: Camille Nickerson
Correspondence
6 A-B
7 American Association of University Women (AAUW)
8 B-Sharp
9 Boston Music Company
10 Black, Theresa Brayles
11 C-D
12 Dobbs, Mattiwilda
13 F-G
14 H-1
15 Howard University
16 J-K

17 Lawson, Warner

18 Leeds Music Corporation
165-10 1 M-N
2 Nickerson, Aurelia
3 Nickerson, Dalton
4 O-P

12



Series G:
Box

165-10

165-11

Series H:

Container List

Camille Nickerson continued

Folder
Correspondence
5 Porche, Tervalon
6 S-T
7 w
8 Unidentified Correspondence and Materials

Personal Papers
9 Certificate - B-Sharp Music Club
10 Creole Folk Music
11 Diary - 1959
12 News clippings
13 Notes
14 Notes - Music
15 Notes - Sabbatical Year Notes
16 Oberlin Conservatory of Music - Transcripts
17 Programs - Nickerson, Camille
18 Programs - Nickerson School of Music
19 Programs - Others
20 Research - Recordings
21 Retirement
22 Round Table Club - Examples of documents
23 Round Table Club - Memos, correspondence & programs
24 Round Table Club - Minutes and Summary Reports 1943-1972
25 St. Louis Trip

1 WA-LO-CO [Walter L. Cohen High School] Year Book 1964

Performances
Louise Burge
1932-1939
1940-1944
1945
1946-1949
1954

1964

n.d.

CONO O WN
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Container List

Series H: Performances continued
Box Folder

Others
165-10 9 A

10 Addison, Adele

11 Allen, Betty

12 Anderson, Marian
13 B

14 B Sharp Music Club
15 Berger, Erna

16 Bumbry, Grace

165-12 1 C
2 Cecil, Winifred
3 Clarey, Cynthia
4 Connor, Patricia
5 D
6 Daniel, David
7 D.C. Federation of Civic Associations, Inc.
8 Dee, Ruby
9 Dobbs, Mattiwilda
10 Dorsey, LeRoy
11 Duke Ellington School of the Arts
12 Duncan, Todd
13 E
14 Ellis, Mildred
15 Evanti, Lillian
16 F
17 Fisk University
18 Fulton, Charles
19 G
20 Gardner, Gregory
165-13 H-1

1

2 Harshaw, George
3 Hayes, Roland

4 Howard University
5 Howard University

14



Series H:
Box

165-13

165-14

165-15

Container List

Performances continued
Folder
Others
6 J
7 Johnson, Hall
8 Jubilee Singers
9 Juilliard School of Music
1 K
1 Knoxville College

= O

L

Lawson, Warner

Lee, Alyne Dumas

Lightner, Helen

Lyons, Mary

M

Maynor, Dorothy

Metropolitan Opera

Mitchell, Abbie

10 Moiseiwitsch, Benno

11 N

12 National Association of Teachers of Singing (NATYS)
13 National Black Music Colloguium & Competition (NBMCC)
14 National Symphony

15 New Orleans Creole Fiesta

16 New York Philharmonic

17 Norman, Jessye

18 @)

19 Olaker, Charlae June

20 Opera Society of Washington

OCoOoO~NO UL WDN PP

1 P

2 Parker, Louise

3 Peters, Roberta
4 Phillips, Helen

5 Porgy and Bess
6 Price, Leontyne
7

Q

15



Series H:

Box

165-15

165-16

Series I:

Container List

Performances continued

Folder
Others
8 R
9 Robeson, Paul
10 S
11 Shakesnider, Wilma
12 Still, William Grant
13 T
14 Tebaldi, Renata
15 Thigpen, Helen
16 Tourel, Jennis
17 Turnley, Margaret
18 Tynes, Margaret
19 U-v
1 w
2 Washington Civic Opera Association
3 Washington Opera
4 Washington Performing Arts Society
5 White, Evelyn
6 White, Portia
7 Wilkerson, Frederick
8 Williams, Camilla
9 Wise, Ethyl
10 X-Z
Writings
11 Notes
12 French
13 Language
14 Music
15 Music
16 Personality Measurement

16



Series I:
Box
165-16

Series J:

165-17

Series K:

165-18

Container List

Writings continued

Folder
17
18
19

Vocal

Vocal Pedagogy
Workshop

Printed Materials

20 Booher, Glenn. The Voice.

21 Jordan, Philip D. History & Folklore.

1 Liston, Marva C. SoloVocal Literature of Modern Black
Songwriters, A Survey.

2 Matheson, William D. The Application of Elicitation Theory, A
Theory of Learning, to the Teaching of Singing

3 Proud Heritage...The Negro in America [bibliography].

4 Schumann, Elisabeth. German Song [book jacket]

5 Smith, Joseph. Voice and Song: A Practical Method for the Study
of Singing.

6 Sur, William R. Your Future as a Teacher of Music in the Schools.

7 Waring, Fred. Tone Syllables.

8 Williams, Chancellor. The Destruction of Black Civilization.

Photographs

9 Burge, Louise

10 Burge, Louise - Performing

11 Burge, Louise - With Others

12 Burge, Louise - With Others

13 Burge Family

14 Nickerson, Camille

15 Nickerson, Camille - Performing

16 Nickerson, Camille - With Others

17 Anderson, Marian

18 Anderson, Robert Earle

19 B-S

1 Evanti, Lillian

2 Handy, William

3 Hayes, Roland

4 Howard University

17



Series K:

Box
165-18

Series L:

165-19

165-20

Container List

Photographs continued

Folder

5 Jones, Louia Vaughn

6 Lawson, Warner

7 [National Association of Teachers of Singing - NATS]
8 Nickerson, Dalton

9 Price, Leontyne

10 Unidentified girls and women

11 Unidentified boys and men

12 Unidentified groups

13 Unidentified places and events

14 Unidentified print

15 Unidentified negatives

Sheet Music

1 Anderson, Marian - Album of Songs and Spirituals

2 Bartholomew, Marshall - Were You There?

3 Boatner, Edward - Hold On

4 Bonds, Margaret - Hold On

5 Brahms - Sandmannchen (Little Sandmann) [holograph]
6 Brooks, J.H. - Howard University Alma Mater

7 Brooks, Shelton - Some of These Days

8 Burleigh, H.T. - Passing By

9 Burleigh, H.T. - Were You There?

10 Carroll, Jimmy - Sweet Georgia Brown

11 Clark, Rogie - Six Afro-American Cards for Christmas
12 Coleridge-Taylor, S. - Hiawatha's Wedding Feast

13 Coleridge-Taylor, S. - Hiawatha's Wedding Feast

1 Dawson, William L. - There Is A Balm in Gilead

2 Dett, R. Nathaniel - I'll Never Turn Back No More

3 Dett, R. Nathaniel - In the Bottoms

4 Dett, R. Nathaniel - O Holy Lord

5 Dvorak, Anton - Goin' Home

6 Edwards, Clara - By The Bend of the River

7 Evanti, Lillian - My Little Prayer

8 Evanti, Lillian - Victory March

9 Fax, Mark - A Christmas Miracle [holograph]

10 Fax, Mark - Old Southern Melody for Voices and Instruments

[holograph]

18



Series L:
Box
165-20

165-21

Container List

Sheet Music continued

Folder

11 Fax, Mark - Till Victory Is Won [holograph]

12 Fraserr, Gregoria - Christmas In The Snows [holograph]
13 Gershwin, George - Porgy and Bess

14 Hairston, Jester - God's Gonna Buil' Up Zion's Wall

15 Hairston, Jester - Hold On

16 Hairston, Jester - You Better Mind

Handy, W.C. - Saint Louis Blues

Handy, W.C. - Saint Louis Blues March

Hanbach, Otto - Smoke Gets in Your Eyes

Hicks, L'Roy E. - Ready

James, Willis Laurence - Roun' de Glory Manger

Jesu Bambino

Johnson, Hall - Ain't Got Time to Die

Dere's No Hidin' Place Down Dere

Johnson, Hall - Give Me Jesus

10 Johnson, Hall - I've been 'buked

11 Johnson, Hall - Ride On, King Jesus

12 Johnson, Hall - Way Over In Beulah Lan'

13 Joplin, Scott - The Entertainer

14 Kaiser, Kurt - Nobody Knows the Trouble I've Seen; Down by the
Riverside

15 Kerr, Thomas - Dubois' Literary Responses

16 King, Betty J. - Sinner Please Don't Let This Harvest Pass

17 King, Betty J. - Stand The Storm

18 Krone, Max T. - And He Never Said a Mumblin' Word

19 Lawrence, William - Let Us Break Bread Together

20 Lecuona, Ernesto Danzas - Afro-Cubanas

21 Let It Shine [holograph]

22 Massenet, J. - Herodiade - Air de Salone

23 Merrifield, Norman L. - Down by the Riverside

24 Merritt, Nettie Mae - He's Got The Whole World In His Hands

O©CoOoO~NO UL WN P
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Container List

Series L: Sheet Music continued
Box Folder
165-22 Meyerowitz, Jan - 4 Songs for Contralto
My Master Hath a Garden
Nevin, Ethelbert - Mighty Lak’ A Rose
Nickerson, Camille - Dear | Love You So
Nickerson, Camille - Mister Banjo
Niles, John Jacob - | Wonder As | Wander
Nobody Knows
Oh, Freedom
Parker, Horatio W. - The Lord Is My Light
0 Purcell, Henry - Now That The Sun Hath Veil'd His Light
[holograph]
11 Purcell, Henry - When | Am Laid In Earth
12 Razaf, Andrea - George Washington Carver
13 Ridenour, Joe - Sometimes | Feel Like a Motherless Child
14 Ryder, Noah Francis - Joshua Fought the Battle of Jericho
15 Scott, Tom - Mister Banjo
16 Simpson, Harold - Down In the Forest
17 Since You Went Away [holograph]
18 Spirituals
19 When Day Is Done
20 Work, John W. - Way Over In Egypt Land
21 Work, John W. - Wrestling Jacob
22 Unidentified Pages
23 Card Index to Sheet Music
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Series M: Oversize
165-23 1 Nickerson, Camille - portrait
2 Nickerson, Camille - in costume

3 National Association of Negro Musicians (NANM) -
photo of ad with presidents listed

4 National Association of Negro Musicians (NANM) -
photo of ad with presidents listed

5 National Association of Negro Musicians (NANM) -
photo of ad with presidents listed

6 Howard University School of Music Faculty and
Students, Lulu Vere Childers, May 1942

20
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