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~ This Civil War should be studied again and egain, for,
from 1t can be gained mush knowledga of men, af“wwman. of free

1natitutiona, of graat ohar&cters and of love, hareism and

‘;aglf sacrifice.

I notice in the ieaémptca‘g constitution for Kansas
“fheve words, "The rigﬁﬂ of property is before and higher than any
constitutional s&naﬁién end the right of the owner of a slave
is as inviolable as the right of the owner of any prepe:ﬁy
whatsoever/" |

This is hargly believeable, that our Countrymen could
have put prop@i*ty rights above }aur constitution and even above
& human soul. - The Gguntry was arousad and our fathers went forth
snd freed our nation from this balief placea all men free ‘and
equal hefcre %h@ law, and in 80 ﬁoiag preserved £he Unien of the V
States £onaﬁea by our 1i§arty 1aving ancestors. This great war
'brenght out new military aeeamplishments on a large scale, and in
a cemparatively new an& Qrimativu Ganaﬁry. ela forms anﬁ methaﬂa
were changed. Iren~eiads anﬁ breach loading guns and rifla&
were introduced. ‘Gavalry was put to a different use and the
Gallant Sheriden mtilized them for quick transport and fighting
on foot. Thia‘ﬁfédueed graat‘aommanaers on both sides.
‘Grant the imperturbable, Sherman the brillant stratigist, Sheriden
“the 3wift cavalryman, and their 1iaatenants, Thomas, &eaéa.
ﬁawnr& Seofiela ﬁaneeck Sykes, Saagwick Sickles, Hooker and
the martyrmd Qeyn@lés and waephersnn on the ene side; with/ﬁh&
aggrasaive Leu Lengs%re@t anksan, Ewell, Hill, Eérly, Stﬁart
Joe thaler, ?itg Hugh Lee, Johnston, the lamented A, 8, Johnson,



—3~

Bragg and Hood on the other; were the brillant minds that gave
immortal glory to the arms of this yousg republic. Older
netions are now studying the campaigmns of these men. TYet
th&ae brillant men could not have succeeded without the
loyalty and sacrifice of the boys im blue and in gray that made
up the clashing hosts striviag for the life of the mation.
But above all Lincolm, the subject of this address to aight and
at that time the Fresident and Cokmander-in-Ghief of the armies
of the United States, (with all that that means;) trusting
implicity in his armies loyalty and strength has well said
that for final success he put‘hia dependance upon, "The God
of our fathers, who raised up this Country to be the refuge
and the asylum of the pppressed and dowatroddea of sll nations
and will mot let it perish sow." A |

Kations have come end gone, some mere incidents, in
the series of the progress of the world. Once they thought
they were complete, for the ancient Hebrews attained unto
their promised land and the Greek and Eamﬁa ruled the world,
but all have gome leaving some patterns worth using, but
succeeding generations. Zach epoch seems to have had its
leader in this game of progress, who used his talents adcording
to the lights of his time, uatil we come to the sudden awakening
of the people of the earth, that they have a right im, and to
all that pertains to,that part im which they dwell. That if
they are to bear the expense of keeping law snd order, they
must have & Yoice in their own affairs.

Thus did Americans break from the mother Couatry, and
establish im blood and sacrifice a new, free and independent

.natian.
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This flame of justice to the masmes set fire to continental

VEﬁxcpe'aa& out of the horrors of the ?raaﬁh Reva1ntion came &

new and freer epoch for all civilized natiogs.

The man of the hour there raiced up, to force this
change, was Hapoleon. He too, thgught he had a destiny, and
would give complete constitutional government that woudd eandure,
but owimg to his Qverwe&ghimg ambition, he fell before he should,
and his great work was but another step forward. ‘ |

Our Gdﬁﬁﬁry had its man for its earliest hours;
Washington, who though of ﬁhe/yrivilegaa class, with aristocratic
ancestry, wealth and even human slaves, took the'si&e of the

people and unselfishly lead them to build the faamﬁatiaas of a

new ané untried democracy . Would it stand? Could it exist,

"Half slave and half free", with the aléar %ﬂnarehieal and
uaﬂemoeratie_aaﬁiaaa pounding i% on the outside and selfish
greed of a privileged slave owntig class, getting more and more
the comtrol of it from the inside? ;

There was 8 man of the hour! Ready at hand, raised
up by Gbd, to save his Country as a further example to all
nations and to be the man to lead it through a titamic struggle
to victory, in a?dar that ﬁhié world might take amother step
forward towards ideal human rights, and this man was
Abraham Lincoln. ‘

| The first important thing that Liﬁcaln did wes to be
born and that is & very important faetnt,'for in it is iavolved
the pateatial mantal, moral and physieal aharactari&ﬁies of

the future maa.>“;i J
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He himself has said that he attributed his success to his

mother, and I heard only yesterday, a public speaker who kaew,
say,"Give me ibey‘far the first nine years of his life and you
yéaa have him the rest." You éaaft change the knowledge and
training he gains in ﬁhcﬁa nine yéara. Lincaln's mother

dieﬂ when he was nine years old. ‘ ; '

He was borm in the mountaias of ﬁentuaky in Hardin
benaﬁy, among a aimyle himble rﬂgge& people. A wild forest land
contributed to his physical strength and his earliest days were
spen} hsre, in 8 little lag‘c&hin hone, whiéh has'naw been
replaced by a ba&ntifﬁl memaxi&l building, a&ﬁually visiteé
by hundreds, wha come to see his birthplace.

The tamily.aaan moved to Indiama where Lincoln graﬁ
to young mashood a&cng a hardy, plomeer people. During these
‘days his great atraagﬁh was always in demand to split rails
and do ather‘harékwur%,»yat he 1aged t¢ réaﬂ, though all the
books he had wérg‘th@ Bible, Eaépa Fables, Pilgrims Progresg/
Ribinson Grusﬁa. The Life of Washington aand of Heary Clay. Ia
the Black Hawk Indian War he was made captaian of aiﬁili@ia
Camp#ay and it is said that on resching & fence, and mot knowing
the proper order to give to get through the g&ta, he tolérhi$
men to break ranks and form on the other side. His military
‘service was short, but on ona‘neaasioa, another officer having
8 grievance challanged Lincoln to & duel and Lincoln chose
sabres for the weapons, bnt the duel was declared off when it
was seen he was fleeking oak leaves from a high braaéh with his

sabre. He was six feet four and had an arm to match.
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) : Bﬁt'eur hero was not to live the simple life of a
back waaasman for thc seed sown by the mother amd the eravings
of an aetiva mi&a soon 19&& him to wiaar rgaﬁing aa& th¢
praatica af law and he hae&me f&mous before long in
’Syriagfielﬁ as a 1awy6r‘ As & boy he practicaa(pﬂblic
éﬁ@akiag on such aubjactﬂ &s;tamperanaa and politics and in
after 1life beeame a greater politican than a lawysr;

The stirr;ng days tﬁat soon brought emmigration‘fram

the eastern =mtates into the new territories, brgught'with
them the desire for the axtenaién of humen slavery into Kans&a
and Eabr&ak& and farther w&sﬁ ualesa checked. Linccln became
the syokesman for the ﬁon—exteaﬁienvyaxﬁy in Illinois and was
pitted against the graat éamaoratie leader Stephan A, 39&@133,
who was aug@@ﬂ&é to be a 1itt1e giant in atatesmanship and
oratcry. Evea jaint éebataa were held, but &inaeln dra?&
him from the field. ﬁh&n Douglas accused Lincoln of selling
liquor as & eiark.in'a,graéary‘stere, Lincoln would retort tﬁat"
it made no difference te ?augiaa if slavery existed or not, for
kif slavery went down, Eenglae\aanlﬁ sell his thousand acres and
if slavery was up, Mrs Douglas could sell her slaves f0r high‘
prices. Lincoln was soon a‘mem%er af Gcagress{ declined to be
governor of Illinois and received some votes for President at
the first Hepublican Convention that nominated Freemont for
President in 1856,

One of Douglas' remaerks in his argument for squatter
soverienty, was that the immigrants in a new territory ought
$o be allowed and were able to govern themselves. "Yes"
said Lincoln, "But not govern any other person without that

persons consent."
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ik 1@nwar aonaciﬁneieusly hold

7 7= ; |
f) : E&rly, Liﬁcain‘aaquir@d~a wonderful ability which began
to be of grect value ta‘himg ~ He coulﬁvtake the remarks of others

whlch.zere then wnintalliga%iy @xrre@aeé and reﬁtate them in clear

- concise form that g&vw him the power of aftervnpds neking his own

.stat@ﬁents p@rfectEy clear to his hearers.

Now he was prime and £it at the age of fifty'én@ yeare to
ﬁe choszen to zha’fr at offlce CP‘P eﬁidﬁﬁiq of the United States.
i% was ﬁiffer@nt with him th&n wiuh &?v ather Praaid@nfm for his
ﬂlevatiﬁn praalpitatad 8 grest aaﬁfl ,‘ ‘A Tree repuhl*c ooulé

and vﬂocw En h%ﬁ@ﬂ??, and’ tha

re&prxc’ﬁ own pﬁinciple that n &Pu Tuled anly by ﬁhﬁpﬁﬁnaeﬁt of

‘the governed, muct be vindicuted,

Limcmlm, rhyelcally etro Lg;cu ragoous, pywmgfmﬁ 89
Wy tza only le ader to try ang hold the notion )thcrg,‘ The alave

stateﬁ fee?in? their %ovuiqmbmt, ;hat*%aﬂfaineﬁ ﬂwa%mrty righta a-

bove human aoula,waﬁ %axng ua&@rmin@w tw& u%urpﬁﬂ,hgﬂ‘baccma_thr@&tm

+

n*ng and ﬁiﬁauiﬁ @d;; &i;&@i? Sygk@ tG th&m §n his:inﬁugural

adﬁress, “Ymu can %ﬂvc na @an“*ia wi%ﬁévt'%aihg yéurﬁ01f7ﬁhékagu
Eressors. ¥You have no oath zaak‘twr&4 iﬂ,%@&vgm to diatrpy‘ﬁhe

g&?@rﬁmaﬁtg whlie I'qaali have tho nmost solomn one to *prééérvs'“
protect, and def and iﬁ ’

This h % did vxth a&l hie @i'ht ralyin? upon ”“hs God of

his Fathers, until he bowed end @adéen@d.uaaer the great burdan

: thruat upon hime

Th@‘starm burst, and yet hévheld men to him as with

cords of stéels He uﬁite& under him menysf diffarent‘pclitical

faiths with one rurpose, that the "Union must and shall be preservod."

M
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He handled his oivil affairs with wonderful tact snd skill,
likenthe soltttion of the Trent affair, that prevented war

with En ngland. He kept abreast of his generals and ahead of some

of them in military plans and questions,so that:ths campaigns
were conducted in & scientific manner. He had great qenfiéanee

that the right would prevail and feeling that he was acting in

& righteous cause, he established a precedent and by the stroke

of his pen arbitrarily freea the siave&, the chattels, the
Frmpﬁrﬁy of his fellow countrymen, and we haeve this year

 celebrated the Piftieth anniv@raary of his great emancipation

praalamaﬁxen. L
In all this pnblic eareer Linealn’ beautiful character
a&ines forth. He was a patiant and &utiful husﬁanﬁ a loving

father, and hiﬁ love fer the eommon poepla mas unboun&oﬁ. To

‘apgaal to him far clemency ever wenit unheeded, and vgrmont 13

grataful to him to this day fofkyar&aaingfher aeléier boy,
whc had slapt on paat beaause he had 60&@ deubla anty; in order
ts relieve 8 siek aamrada. «Lide not knsw that he could better
exyraas the one graat characteristic ef Tinaaln slife than to
say thst’ha was the exponent of great Loving Kindness.

In the zenith of his power, with his work fairly done,
having Sé&ﬁ the rebel capitol restored, Gaaﬂ took him, and

4 thia anﬁmé another inciaant in human progress.

%ha work, new wark far thia ecﬂnﬁry was takan hp by
pthers, and whila Lincoln aecemglighsa a blotting 0&3 of a rreat
hnman wpong he reldéd the proper fﬁunﬁatioaa that %aahington
began, g0 that the last Tifty yearskhaa seen a material

pragyafiﬁy given to this ecountry, ne#er even dreamed of by the
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great Lincoln himself. Is it finished? No! fe Americans
hav& reached & new era and must work out for our time the
problem of how to 1ift our nation anather aﬁep forward and
upward as a still better example for the nations of the world.

| We must dever our connections with the traditions of
th@ past wherever th&y h01d us back to & narrow, selfibh
inﬁiv;duallatie caaraa, but t&ke Lincoln as our examyle end his
words as our gnid&, change our political faith if need be in

order that Justice be done, and again property rights be

‘_still further subordinated té.humgn rights. Strange as it may

seem thers are laws which must bé'anacteé to free our people

from hﬁndage ta&gy. 'Ina&s%rial banaage that is anamolous

to s rapahhia of free ané 1ibarty loving people. 'Eittle

children should aeﬁ werk 8t a tender age. Yenné women sheuld -

not ba driven into 1mmara11ty and ﬁin through saeial aanﬁiﬁions

that can be rigztad.._ And men, our prauﬁ Americen henmbood,

should not be aliaweﬁ to 1cse the aeaaat and @nre ﬁmariean hams,

“which has been tha bulwgrk of our eiviliza@zen.

'z appaal ﬁa yen Varmcntars to awake amd ¢laim the riches

at yeur doors. Do nat laava these weunﬁain valleys which foer

you so much that 1s resl and true in 1if@, in hope that you can

do better #n & Gity. The signs of the times peiat ta an pphaaval

and QVer-turﬁing, anﬁ a read justwent of governmeatsl policias,
the imprcv;ment af 1néustrial aonﬁxtiens and toward s sgcial

jnsﬁiee.
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Women are to share méra‘@ubliely with us men in all these
problems 6fﬁthé §33. M Vérment with its in@r@aéingliaaﬁsﬁr&ea.
with ita pplendid water powers, and with its agricultural
réaaurcaa,~and the markets close at hand, can caﬁtributa largely
by example and influence in this new upbuilding of this nmation.
You ¥oung men and women of Vermont must tagétﬁar'eh@asg
your right leaders and send them forth as teachers, preachers
and legislators. Study the promblems hard snd fight for the
right; that oppression ana‘gfeeé”@ay‘be énﬁa away, and that
fair and equal rights in this world's goods be gi?ﬁn to
all, even té thakhumblea%. "God must have loved the common
people far he'ma&a«3a many of them", said Lincoln. We can do
no better .mf our day, in fzgﬁting the battle of iife, our
éarieﬁ ﬁnwthavyreggéaa of the world, than to ulb Lar ouv  ' 
motto the words of Abrsham Lincoln, "Let us have faith thet

right mekes might and dare to do our duty as we understand it."
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