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The Simple Bt

‘Dear Boys -

;' ‘1n his oratorv ﬁ Hé began verv quiétly,;but became more’and,more exoited‘
l f?as his hearers were aroused and with fiery eyes and deen gutteral voices
‘uttered their words of apnroval His attitude and gestures 1ndlcated
',something of nis strong w111 and his flery temner, when he threw up hlS
hand as 1f to strike" i f  S ; ‘

' ‘ Atter numerous small bands had found their way to Detroit and

oy

‘ had been welcomed by the great 0hief to hlS village Pontiac called to;f

hls 1odge on the 1sland the chit ”nd warriors whom he trusted. At this7

big talk Pontiac said (1n substa lhe t1me has come for the Indlans o

to drlve out the Lnglish, very s@on tm“ Fr9nch, who have been conouered,«{f

he, the medicine man, had been 1ed to the top of a mﬂuntain and that he

‘uhad been met there by the Great Father of all he had sent hlm baok as
‘a messenger to Pontiae, to all the Iroquois, to the Eelawares, and to a11 
the other Indlana they must put awav from amongst them\evervthing that |
; belonged to the white men they must take un their ald weapons and .
;methods of Warfare, and He, tna Great Father would,be with them and in
spirit help them to destroy all the anllsh solaiers and settlers but
the Great Father enarved them to zewember the klndnese and helpfulness

'of tne Frenoh people and never hurt one of thp Frenchmen or their famiw .



e g , : e
i This message was dellvered to the Indians with deep earncstbessb [
eands believed without question. He then unfolded the part of his plan ffi‘
hich was to take Fort Betroit bv strategy, kill all the garrison and

'fb English white men near by and then go and help their brothers elsewhere.v“i

Aftpr tpls bin talk held bn the 5th of May, the Chlafs and war~ ;

riors returned to their several lodges and behaved for the most part theb.

’~purcn&qes. As she was 1eavinv she naticed some of the warrlors shortan4
ing thelr erTes by the use of the saw and flle, the Indi?nq havinv bor—‘
browed these implements from a blaOKsmith near their v1llage had excited

in his mind some susnicion. All this was conveyed to Najor Gladwvn, thsh

”b commander of the Fort HP 1augbed at these stories and said at first

b£that they could mean nothing,/but on the Gth of May an Ojibwav girl oame
“from the Potawatamie v111age to the Major, pretending to make some sales ’

'~to members of the garrlsan aa‘beaded moocasins and other Indian work

| Tne Naaor, who had been much attaehed to her for qome time, noticed herf‘[

‘apparent debression ofV.

~];matter was.\_llf

ﬂjfishmenbfand probav ¥ herjdeath, her affectien_fOr Gla wyn was so greats

£ that suddenly,‘as shé ouﬁyd'sneak English she opened ner 1ips and toldb'\‘
‘bvhlm the Whole truth,~ that the next day Pontiac Would lead tha Indiaws 7
;fb to the Fort ana gain an entranue, telling some plausible tale but theykgb

:‘would go in with their blankets around them, and under every blanket : s
would be ene of those short rifliswin hand well loaded | Pontiac was tobfjf
_bring a wambum belt a nlce and attractive one, and make a patrlotic ;
speeoh in the interest of tne Englibh and flatterinw to Gladwyn, ana
present it to. hin; when he turned the belt luSidﬁ out that was to be a

signal to the Indians to oommenae the attaok unon thﬁ officers ana thosa .



;near,AWhile]oﬁﬁs;de biaves_prémpﬁl?isuprised}ahd Siaughtered’ﬂhegarri;“ 
son, - ' : i s ‘ 2
‘ Major G1adwyn thanked the girl and pramising not to reveal har
Hf'story or conneot her With 1t uold her to go hack to her people and go‘
‘,~quietly about her ordllary work ‘ All nignt 1ong it is sald that the

~ Major walked post on the ramnarts after he had given orders for a tho»,:

rough preparation for the morraw ”It took a good steut heart as well as Q*

'  }& clear hﬁad to‘bJW'

The mannerAPonti, \M;had takenwacoount‘of,every—7

gliﬂthing inSidP the fort was_a shrewd one.  He aS&Pa permlssion for some. i

;lthlrty or forty of his followéra téjgive a hann1ess dance on the parade~‘
: ground to the amusement of the soldiers and their families. While thls k
‘/“fwas being done a designated number of nis men were taxlng note, not by
“  :writing but by their sharp eyes, of everything that Pontiac Wanted to
fKnow about the garrison Thls 1s what a soldier Would call a oareful
]reconnalssance before attaok - |

Arthur thought that Pontlac's camlng witn nlS warriors in atten~>

 sorts of: rig, from“ffn@

 hair flying and topped of ’with feathers, seme‘in blankets of all colors,;

'and others half naked gathered 1nfthe onen near the fort He set them
to playing their wildest ba11~game mhis crowd axcited ana shouting,

e hardly noticed ihe chief and. hi& sixty men who were crossing in canoes.;ff.

fﬂﬁlMany kent out of sight by'lyinr&dewn in t %ottom of thelr boats.,‘As I

soon as th ded, in respectfu xndian file thev went straight to.

_4fort mheir blankets hung from their necks and shoulders, the new wea~«,fﬁ

- pons hidden beneath held 1n h‘i o o :
v As soon as Pontiac's colzmn had passed the ﬁate—way, the Ghiaf



- tloned

o : 4
¢ i ; e - "10-' st : S
  °~saw that somﬁthing strange was oﬂ faot ; The garrison was all under arASf 
f’and well arr;nged As he entered the uoun01l chamber, Major Gladwyn

and staff sat in the arm chairs ready to recelve tne red men Orderlles

'were near, and sufxicient guards to prevent miscnlef were praperly sta~

Pontiac Was takeﬂ abaok and hls warrlors held their blankets

together to prevent a glimpse Qf the concealed riiles.; ThougIVchagrined o

’ 9 and bitterly disanpointed he was able,

‘;5”;tures leoklng araund heglnquired ourte usly,
,ff;this shGW?" k W oo ;
"On, only to exerulse my ggldiers.ni,

‘ To gracefully give al adwyn the belt Pontlac made hlb speeoh. 4

&'uthe Major kesnly watahed that wampum belt Aq the Chief begdn to turn

'”5f1t in his hand instantly thare Was a 31gnal “-a call and loud drumbeats -

e his Words ‘ ”MY Brothers;

out51de in the fort Ehuq Pontiac knew his plan of massacre had been

,.betrajed ‘ The 15'\"0, Gladwyn and th’ Chief 11ke good friends narted asyx;7”

, ;they met wi’nhout apna:cent emotlon, and ft,he‘ »,Indiansw(rgtumed to. thei’r

1odges : Gl il P : :
‘ Arthur here inquired, "Were«there then many Indlans near Detroitm

the upper lakes.

. Pontiac, rushing'hcme ‘caused his own, the Ottawa v111age, in
'great haste to ‘be crossed to the west 51de. Meanwhile he held a 1arwe

Gouncil in the great bark structure Whlch the Potawatamies had put up T

: for him.

On;tni oocaszon his Was nw ordinaryﬁeloquance.‘ Here are a feWEwgg'

 We must wipe out thi? (English) natlon.

Q‘ we can no longer supnly our wanta as we did when the French sold to us» '*~V

W and bought our fars ana cther things. The Engllsh saow no Klidness as 5j,f\




o e ;'-’,-11—

‘the Frencn dld, and they treat us like doys. S . ‘x‘; Now is %“\;

the time - 1et us strike. I have sent out the red tomahawk and the belﬁ\\

ﬁ,‘fkto the men of our Nation asklng them to Join us. While thav are coming

e let us begln = let us stxike. When tne anlisa are wined out we w1ll ,f
e stop up the ways so that no mcre can come to our lands ik, gx   jx'i

The following Monday the weather W&S falr andfPontlao With forty

j eo ld get a‘footfng inside the nallsades.

’Magor Gladwyn met the narty at his gate, he Ohief asked to * ”
'enter w1th his friends. ’ : '

"No Pontiac, you can come in, but none of your rlotous crew can
enter this fort "' ’ i i =

Artnur - "What hanpeneéJtﬁeﬁ?" ; |

As soon as Pontiae told them tha answer, the forty men and all . the

crowd of waiting Indians rushed away glving thp Indian war cries - 1ean~

ing, danaing and yelning 1n savage fashion., SQmP of them ran to the

= house of a noor old English W@man,*'f \?riediofxvhe:"

o others on the 1sle (aﬁ couahen)xfound an aged anlish sergeant They %
tomahawked him and also took his 90a1p. Pontiac did not ordﬁr these :

) murders. That was the infuriated savages' way of beginning War. u

, Now all Dossibleiiyi;_;1 ions were made by Pontiac for a slage,
k'such as. wild Indians would execute : The Qttawas ana Ojibways were above :
and the Potawatamies belowfihe fort and the Wyandots opposite on the
other Sidﬁ of ‘the river. Two armed schooners, belonglnr Tn L?f'garrlscn,

ff‘,ancnored in the ohannel near enoug ;fOL constant oommunloation

With thelr bows and arrews amﬁ all the rixles thev could ﬂet

the rPd Warriors stopped every road and nathway of anproach and in angrv



?‘groups watched the river above and below ior miles Hahy~wyi£es Wer§;f_
jintercented and blain.~’ : ,'" v e o .
On ana after the lzth of Maj the fort was comnletely invested — ‘
through the cracks of the naliqades a hand or head exposed was flred ‘_i
at;‘ Some outbuildings gave shelter to the Indlan sharpshooters., At7  -

.,"1ast by th@ use of a fLeld plece firlng hot nails and splkes these

were set on fire and the *oe driven in yelling'orowds baeck to. the ’ P

jshelter of the Woods.f?‘

It would wearv you, Arthur, to fol70W‘th3ndétalls of this siege.
~Pont1ac had a dxfficult job tg protect all the French inhabitants, but
"7he did so. Some of them took on &nns and war paint and fought aq In—

idlans, but. most of them trled tneir best to be. neutral o ‘
- Arthur'—t"Did Pontiac have any leaders of nis ovn to help him?" '
He had, of course, the Chiefs anq 9ub—chiefs of tribes, who made  

! 'verv good commanéers of smal Hdetachments, bux it is said that Pontlac'"

j ;alwavs directed in peiﬁanyz ( ttawas¢or more, and he had over 150

ffPotawatami ,?under Onief Nil

*‘51 Wyandots under Chief Takee, and .  “

,ffazoc Gjibway ?under Chief‘Wan“n and there were l?” more Ojibways‘

’palisades firing at every 1oophole and oontlnuing their savage work :
for six or eight hours ax a tlme Sometimes they constructed flra
~‘rafts and sent them 1n hot blaze ‘down the river W1th the nope of set«'

ftlng the‘vessela cn fire, but they dld net sucoeed in thls attempt

Arthur ;E"How 1ong did this dreadful siege contlnue?", _W f‘};§ '

It held on, . sometlmes abating 1n vﬁgor ana gometimas contlnued

~w1th great :ruelty, for flfteen months.ﬁ_ wml] give you two or three;th

instances ! att empts to send bupplies and relnforoaments uo Najor




~ Under the oover of a fog, With;

e cupancy of the grounds outside of tne fort

V;Gladwyn.yif , ; : L : s
Krfhur £ "What became Qf Major Rogers Who went up to Fort
Niagara?"f ' , 4 5 :w ‘ .
 He commanded,an expedltion Which came to the mouth of the D@la—r¥

ware River where 1t flows into Lake mr1e, the last part of July,l?ez “f5 

' ,floti?Ja, he 'ada Qut to escape

m én efﬁly marning

'the attention of the sharp—eyed Indians
barges apnarently apprmaohlng the fort The poor besieged strained f"'
’vtheir nerves and eyes to look they were very anxious for they had

been decelved several timss by the apnarent approach of relief whlch

“ falled them, As soon as Magor Gladwyn was satisfied that friends were ,f
‘; coming he had‘a salute flred and vary soon answers Were made from the

vessels.‘ The news went out on. swmft wings, untii every mamber of the

‘garrlson and Pvery Fren@hfsettler, aﬂd, in fact everv Indian in

their v111ages and along the shore, knew tnat Major Rogers and, 6.

had come.-i:?t was a WonderfuT scene when friend,mﬁ ,,?*"

It 13 said that captain Dalzell, who came wvth Rogers, a snldier

':'” of great courage and abillty, beggea for the opnortunity to lead a

ksortie With theq :’eiof surpr;T ng Pontiac's forces. They were at

: not quite two'miles fraﬁ the f@rt V'Ma
offer of the ambitlous eantain, pr@bably on account of his know?edge

 of the exceexing watchfulness of Pontlac ‘and his followers, but final—: 

Lly yi 1aed taﬁhi% eazneqt plea.,?f" ,‘




' > The night of the Slst of July Was selected for the effort ana itl'

~probably Would have been a suceass exoept that the neutral thte men

:'<(French canadians) were a 1ittle too frlendly witn the hostiles and

: somehow gave them hintfi The at‘cac}; was made between tnre 'Lfancz fcur i

o'clock in the morningff LiEut vBr@wn led the advance.;,”h‘ main body ?[

Af f‘a terrible yell arose from all around them and a well directed Tndian

"ﬂlre killed or wounaed a third of thﬁi¢ force. The offlcers Dy alﬂost
‘superhuman exertlon managed to keep a remnant together but Da12811,
‘undertaking to save one af his men, was slain Whe brave Magor Rogero

‘nushed out a. detachment as far as the nouse df ‘a»°0anad1an farmer,,'

,‘;ana captain Grant some distance anead uaklng advantage of well

grown. trees and,some fences, held the overwhelming force ot Ind*ans
‘in cheok ; i b e it e : .

siege e halp;fhe‘garrison

News travelled verv slawly in those days, and General Jeffreys
kmherst of New York haa llttle news fcr a long long tlme., At~ona
‘time one of the schooners, nmﬂed Gladwyn, went from Detroit to Nla—u‘

: :gara and retuxned She haa on board besides the crew ana guard, 31x




Iroquois supposed to be frlendlv After getting into the stream

o below the xort the O&ptain al¢owed th@ Iroquois Indianp to go ashore\

V’F§""Run for vour lIVGS, the ship will be bloWn up."~ ‘

The Weatherﬁcontinuina unfavaraole the suhooner di& not come up to ‘*’
;,the usual anchorage ‘ | . e Ty

‘ The nlght after the six Iroquois left the vessel some 350
arﬁ.savaged after ml@nignt began to alamber up the sides of the schooner.  1

‘"h@ guard and crew,aeted bravely and et

the Indians with a sharp
' fire as their heads apn are  v T ‘. ‘ f‘ s rang on
«‘baard then a fierce deck fibht ansued.  There were so many Ihdian
tnat the white nen had no hope for thelr llves, so there~was nothin&
'to do out eontinue the nght for if they gave. up they Would all be':
killed and mutilated. ~ one pf the ofxioers of the vessel suddenly

‘ cried out in English.f"Blow up the schooner’"f An Indlan Who un@er~ Q :

"‘staod anlish screamed tﬂe news to his comrades in a shrlll voice

The Indians were instantly tarrified and rushedkto,the boats

V'i""without de]_av Of GOUI‘SB ﬂlf" 001’1« 313’@

"cessful in getting to th@ an@horage and,ln dﬁllvering to the garrison
ﬁa quantity of much needéd‘éunnlles, yet th@ soldiers haa to be stlll
'g:kept on short ratxons.‘j@ v .  S aiun s
. There was, to supply the besieged anotner effort made Wnose ter?

' ;m1nat1on was very verv sad : Quita earlv 1n the 31ege a detachment

ff of nearlr a hundred mﬁn with ammnnltion‘and other sunplles Were;sent

’w  forward from Fort Hlagara" Meet ng«with bad weath&r they were a verv+;

»;long tlme 1n getting to the mouth of the Detroit River. For an en~

‘\;'campment and rest Lieutenant Cuyler, the commandﬁr, had h&d his men '



‘—16; ,

go asnore and 1nto camp They had hardlv oeoome comiortable 1n

:their Pncampment When Indian% in,large numbers, qome from Pontiac,

;w‘:came upon them Of the one hundred, only forty, rushing for thelr

'”~Detr01t

1fvwent down together an@ were‘drowned“

“boats, manv of them,baaly waunded, with Lieutenant Ouvler himself

’ }sueeeeded in getting away. - He soon ; “'“”:cfted nis disaqtej i  the -

and'caxried[“‘

‘;cmmmander of Fort Nlagara.;,“ ff~”7

\? }a11 the prﬂsoner"

i The garrison one morm.ng discovered the approach of the capturecd
f;boats.; Thev were on sight qubnosed to be fllled with frlends. The ‘
/G,Engllsh Flag in the first bo&t was seen 1eading the Way, and as the

4 “garrison was 1h much need cf eupplies there was great joy and arpat1$°"
:cheering as the boats approached, but suddenly the truth appeared,)» 
half naked flgures rase wp to Viaw after Magor Gladwyn had caused the :.
salute to be fired and the answer was the Inaian Warwnoqp, and everyw‘;

 tbody knew then that the oonvoy had been captured. The Indians had 3;7

rfwithout exclting suspicion, thenﬁsuddenly hevseized an Indian, 1ifted o

F*him,up and threw him 1nto the water, but the Tndlan olung to his .

‘ ‘01othing,'and, using his knife 'gave hlm a desperate wound, 80 they

_fThen the two Indlang, seeing

that thev were at a disadvanta;e; sprang 1nto the water, and the three

'soldiers 1eft benind puliPd fur the shore‘  Other Indians on the shorg‘

”*;;however flred at the soldiers, but uhey qucoeeded in getting to the

B seﬁooner 1ying at anehor in the rlver.'f”

The most horrible pi@ture is that oL the torture to wnleh the



e
7Ind1dns subvected the remaining prlsoners. A very few, however, by
 ‘beoom1ng slaves to the Tndi&ns, %aved themsslves»from outrage and : n
death. " e e / & e
: Arthur = "After 80 much untola suffering, What was the end off
the Siege?" i ; k : 7 | ; by ‘ Z
&4 Major Gladwyn, resolute and able, never lost heart ‘{ASSisted ;f,;
i

,by his offlcers and faithful man

: éoxj'{;,:;

” the help of one of hls anmed “ohoener_,‘ d managed to do Such7execqe

9_§3 tion that he killed and wounded a 1arge number of Ottawas and,Ojib—,kf5

f:,iwavs filled Mhe rest wit

h tarvar and bvoke up thelr encampment
The siege at laet anded by two things whlch unfavnrably affected

Pcntlac and his cause. Firqt the anndots and the Potawatamles made ['

71f;peace with the anlish commander independent of him, and ﬁext an

“,;Nyoverwhelmjng reinforcament sent by eommanﬁ

i was 1n camp 1nﬁa grcve, aame qp behindf,ﬁm aﬁﬁﬂﬁith one b

‘ﬁ?Gen. Jeffrevs Amherst
‘wreaohed Detrait anﬁ '80. Pontiac, unable to perseoute his war any

~'ffurther, yielded to the solivﬁ ations Qf Sir William Johnson and enm’f‘

 ,tered into terms of neace and amity with the an?ish

Oﬂ a viqit to hls friends 1n st_q guiﬁ’ a degradea,iw” %

"[man, who is called a Kaskask

by white men

o 'tomahawk,,ﬂ&ﬂwff’f%%é%é;‘ Whlm murderer had.beeh”bribed¢yo fol]ow
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