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S INDIAN SIEGES, :
. STIEGE GF DETROIT - PONTIAG PART T
The Simple Stoxy by 0.0.Howard, Nagor-@eneral U.L.Armv
Dear Bovg e ‘ ‘ '

. i racentiv naid a visit to Detroit, Miﬂhi:an. after unag-
eouﬁtable dﬁzavq I 3ot thexﬁ in time far'gﬁggggéékig;giggikha generous
benevalenae of Canadian railraad;men. 1t is a great ¢ity, haying'at :
1&5? count, made b& vnitﬁd States bffic@rs, about 300,000 veonie. it
is a citv spread out b@tW@ﬁn ﬁhe ereat lakes, Huron and Erie, b&autiful
for situation and chaming in 1tsexf ~‘ratnev too 1evel, 1 waen, for
,mountaine@rs. ‘ ' ‘ o

: One of your mumber, Arthu:r Prowen said that he would 1ike to ham
me te?? the hovs qam@thing about the wreat Indian siege that took glace
long ago at ﬁatroit,‘and about tha ﬂxpat Tndian Phieftain Pontiac, who
made the siege. ' AL right Arthur, 16t us begin bv putting in a few
‘vwords coneérninw ?ha planting of th@ first fort and naming the grand
‘ Stra1t Drétroit (B@troit), fron wmich ?he ¢ity soon after took its
‘name,  Can vou tell me who did this? :

| ﬁNo,~%ir, T do not think T I saw it inlmy\history,~ history seens
te have no limius. : : | ‘ | ,

- r@ad that Louls th@ XIV., probablv the most renowned of all the
Frenéh’kings, always took a~remarkable interest in What he galled "New
Francen,‘sn he sent aalcnist3 to this side of the Atlantie, sone cf whom
aéttled'above,an@’near the'St, L&ﬁr@nce; The King was very friendly to
& young nobleman whcésinﬁﬁs'ﬁgs La‘Motte Caaillaé,‘and’he‘wantea~him to
come over to Aﬁéficafané'iakalpoésésaién of about all the Atlantic sea—
port, and the Qeuﬁtry backlaé‘fa§ a3 $he Miseourf aﬁd quéiséinniﬁnivarﬁ
- and hold fhe’nasséssﬁbﬁ“bV”small'fofté. He nramised Oadillaa, a littl@

later callsd Loxd Cadillae, that he would glVP him 500 Frsnah se?*lers

: and gix oommanies of regular sol(iers for hia garrisan if he Would put



T

e

a good fart and483ttlemant between Lake Hurcn and Laka Erie on the
west side of th@ canneating river.

?h@ voun@ Lmrd nad ‘hardly reachad Quebeo When Th@ gr@at Governor
of New ?ranﬁe, Frontinae, the white aoloniﬁts, and the Tn&:an% round
about, raxsed agajnat him a fieroe onpositlon. At last, however, he
‘54@@9&@9& 1n 1701 in making near the river the fort which he ﬁaméﬁ’
Ponanarﬁxain, wi%h outqlﬁe palisade& thirtv feet high All areund but‘
the only Frenchuen he was able &o muatar/to live in and near it, and ta'
'da;end the fexm were fifty Givilidns and fiftv soldlersf ”h@ site was
sugarb but the woods arauné it were @naless. ' '

Cadiliae, full of Qnthusiasm for French expansion, p?aﬁt@d i
good nany eth@x Frenah fcrts along the Ohio, the Illinols, and way dﬁwn
to near fhe mouth of thw Mlss¢ssiwp1. Somatines he was in Maine, He
there took noss&saﬂon of Mt, Easert,;and anotner place on the kawne
goast called Bouagnat, and the hinv made him “Lord of Bouagnat and Mt.
Dasert?"  The general cowrt of Massaahusetts in 1789 canfirmﬁd the
: 4 | of’ fhat part of Mt,Desert

Gregoire
that Was not already given away 1o otners to his grand~dauvhter Madame;\

- The Pitv of De?rnit did not grow v@ry fast after it waa ptantedg
for 1n 1760 thers were only about ?SOG weanle at tha fort and aaaztar@d
up and down for a sccr@ of miles tner@abouts. The Forﬁ itself was not
a verv atron5 Qne. It was made as many of those frontier forts were, in
the form of a square, and had within the square not to axceed 1006
buildlngs, houses, barracxs, stablas_and-all. The nost of the inhabi-
tants autaidefhad come from canada and were of French extraction, all
speaxing the French language. 'Thé great portion of fhe eountry far and
near was still ‘govered Weth foresta through which the enterprising ?ur
traders and vvovageurs! haa’to go to carry on their‘trade with the In-

disns, and with the more distant trading posts.
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, The settlers about the Fort had at this time a very p;easamt open
"‘prairie lving along the river, and the Indians of the five nations al-
ways had géms of their wigwamns an& villages ne&r this opening. The fiﬁs
nations, uaualiylcalled in hiatqry the Iroquéig,'W@re the liphawks,
| Oneidas, Qnandagas? Cayugas; and,thalSenecas.‘.Th@se nabi§ns~wer® sub-
divided into tribves éni families. They'seidomfhad anvvio@alitv where
vthey yermaﬁentlv resxd@ﬂ, yef the Iraquais natiows managed to 00cu§v
all the eauntrv north and seu&h~of the St Lawraﬁgggéa far east as th@

i ti1l today
Hudson Pivex,~ seme of them have b@en in New Kork Stats at all times, -
;n ylaeesfthdt are,now name& for their,natlons, thwlrftribes,.oz thelir
 families. e ‘ | e
k Neax thiafneﬁroit;settlament,‘6ﬁ,thé»wes§‘bank Qf'thé rivej§ wexé
found at'%h@ time of the siege the lodges of fhe‘Petawatamiﬁs. 0pposite
_ th&m on the ofhe* @5Q® were the Vvandots, and thp Gttawa& helid the open
- prairlﬁ and islands for a few miles apove‘ Thesa, inc?uding the Ggibm,
ways were only tribes part and waxcel of the Seneca Nation, k

Arthur asks me, "Who wommanded the Fort just before and at the
time of the great miege?" ‘

Major @1 adwvn, a Britlsh officer. % have not b@an able ,bo find
his Ghrisfian name in our racords. @h@ ofrioere of the Golonial n@riaa
‘alwayb called him Major Gladwyn. i tnlnk £t is a pretty name and quite
describtive of his charaoter. He waq éau*iau@;ahﬂ'f@arlaﬁs, vel very
: pleasant in paaﬂewtimas 1n dealing with the Fv@nan, the English and the
Indians., e : ' " \

= an second in Lomm&nd was Major Robert ﬁoywa. He?ﬂamé before
'éladwyn. The 1&? er part of ﬁovember, ?oo, ne brou@ﬂﬁ,fo tne uarﬂiscn
his 200 rangars. Pentiac nad given hlm profectign aﬁains? an Indian

attack on his appraa&h,‘and it was Ma;or‘Ragsxs‘wno sent out the French



garriﬁen and ha@ them 1av dewn tnejr aﬁme, and at the BaIne tim@ he eant
the %ritisa flag to the top cf tnp flag st&ff. It was aftar this that,
Maﬁgr Gladwvn nad cons, and baing th@ s@ﬂior, assuma@ command - Rogers
weas away at, Fort Niagara éuring thﬁ first part of ﬁh@ slege.

Arthur- "Now, GeNﬁrai, can vou tell us who was Pontiac?h ,

Th@ mor@ I %tudy the. eharaoter and doings of Penfiac thﬁ mere
tharou Zhly s&fisflea A am that Eng)irh WTitET? have not @on@ him Jus~
,,‘tiee. I think he was very much such a m&n &a uniﬁf Joseph of the Nez : “ :
‘Perces, an indlan who had~large; capacity born in him,- as capaaiﬁy s
alwayé is,- and an execntivavability'that very few 1éadars,fﬂnglish§;
French or American, ever excellsd. He was born near the Gtﬁawa River,
?C&nada,fl720;r:Hisfmothef‘waa an Ojibway, and his father in séme Waj
oonneéted Withﬁih@‘@hi&ft&inshiy of the Ottéwa and the ?0tawat&mi@
tribeé,,éc that agyaoon,as PeﬁtiaéVWéa old énoughfhs5b@camﬁ the hersdi-
tary Chief of'tﬁosefzhre@ tﬁibésxaf the Seneca Nation, Wﬁen‘quite.
'Youngyhe'qo'iﬁénfifiéd himself with the “Tchats” ok dr@&mérs, which
were found in every tribe, as To be ookeu unom a8 fheﬁr 1?ad9r. his
rellgtous sunﬁrstifions aamented the tribes in @etion for war or neace.
From nms tvemendﬁuﬁ @nﬂrgy hlS qualitles ww19 raéagnigad by %h? Frensh V
semmanders when thev W@re dttaaﬁea at netroi? in 1746 Ve find him With
littie ﬁoubt of’ ‘the fact 1eading tno Qttawas aﬂajnst Byaddcox, the
Tamous British General who with young Colonel Washington was defeated
in the Pennsylvénia,foreSts in 1755. ‘

Looked up to as he was by all Indians and by the French who’ﬁa&
‘dealings With h1m,,st1l1;he lived modestly on an island a few miles
_abovefﬂatrait in?a reomy‘cabin ougnl cons?rucfed of.%aplingé and
bark., Here is whare he rlannsd his campalgn which took in all the
eountry from the &r@at T&Ras to fne Gulf nr &eyiao aﬂd from Maine %o

the Mississippi;* Parxman says of him, affey stating sone of his fvérawr



L4 e e

’ quélities,k"yet‘his faulﬁéiwere the faults of his race; and they cannot
evliﬁﬂe(hisynabler qualiﬁies,‘the:greéi‘powérs and heroic virtues of
his mlnd. ‘ . A | ;: |

We mua? ren@mber Lnat at tnia tive nhg great wars b@tW@QH the
English and Prenoh n&d ceased &na the English had aanqner&d, bt it toak
' ‘quit% a len”tn or Tim@ f@r tm@ naws oL the Oreat ohange 1o be ﬁommuni*
cated~to a?l txa die taﬁt garriqons orf tﬂe weat &e fast as Engllsh
tTGOQ% Poula hﬂ semt, nh@ Fr&nch garrxsons WETe raliavad and parm&ttad
to disband or r@turﬂ home anﬁ aftev thdt ,na Unicn Jack, anfurl@a to
tn ‘breeze, was every"nrr@ geen,

At Ilrst Pontilac, whaae‘paoble had fought both for anﬁ-againwt‘
the~Freneh, was much gur@riaed}wher Major Rogers inf ormcﬁ him at Cleve-
land on Lake Eria,'thaﬁ%the,EngliSh had conquered anﬁ that ﬁhakUniQn
Jack weuid hereafter také fhﬁ rlace of the French tri~aoldr ﬁhroughout
all tme vour?rv 00ﬂ1ﬁ18§ bv the Traquoiai

; Affer ﬁarefullv sequdprlnu the vnange ?Oﬂti&? at J.rat deaid%d
to throw in ail his influene «ard tnab of hta Po lowers with th9 anliqn

but QP aaon mi@&eé fh@ flaﬁta?inw conaia@ratian that he nad h&ﬁ with

:,the French, ‘"hpn the Engzish,cffiﬂerﬂ +ook no nains to ke@n his gnad

 1*wi11, and the ?ndians were @V?rvwheré tr@ated in “X@ﬂiﬁ@Ty fhe anwosita

way to tﬂaf bv tn@ Fren@k No more danoes %ith ?he whtﬁﬁs no mara
presents on holid@ys, &1moét no inuﬁrmarrmag@s. : lrtf?w tact sncwn

at that ﬁime bv G@n. Jeff?@@‘ Amhsrst Whoi%aQ?QﬂYSggmg%gvsf‘tﬁf Nhale
Army, would hava 1r@vented & @reauful war that aoon arosa, but Amharst
was hauty, 1nd&n@nﬁ&nt and 3Traight ~laced. He dernis@d red %en. He
dla@ourdged his b@@t officers from osinf dnvthing except to itreat a17
the Indians as 5 th&y wexe 1nfar10r beings. After leaving Gleveland
Pontiac did prot@at Mador Ragers and his rangers as they came to D@trcin

&hi@lding tham fromn the viol&nae of Indians whc had pranared to attaek



ex euufion. hiﬁ_waa a«aahen, to unite

thenm as they anﬁrh&ehad;nbht ﬁhig*wéa doubtless done to put all the

| Engiiﬂh 1n that vieinitv 1nto a atate of quietude and ooﬁfﬂdenoa.

M&arwh%la the wary Chfef was working out his nlans. Whav were

very qiwnie,« as all gsed plans ave,m not oomvlﬁnataa and djff3oulf for'

i il the Iroquois and aiJ the
trib@&; vi?7é9§éﬁand famfliég ofwihe‘ﬁedman in that vast domain 1o

Which I hav& r@ferr?d, te 80O unit them thaf thev would aftaak and

' kd&strov ﬁh@ nearest fort or garrisnn, ali working(and ﬁigpting at the
i same +1ne. 'H@*eu seded with hundrﬁda of them, but man?ﬂﬁf‘ﬁhé.zroquaia
Halmegﬁ ail egcenﬁ the %eﬂ@oaa, Weré drawn away and~made neutral b? 81y
~William Jonnson, whose influence wﬁth the Indians waé'ag &r@at as that

’of Poﬁtiaafhimge7f glr wtiliam had married an Indian wife and u%uailv

1ived with the: rnaiane, and was fh@ ﬂrecisa onwaawte in every reayect
to CGeneral J@ffrsvg Amh@rst*,

But Arthur asked "What aid Pontiac do to unite all theas Indian

"tribﬁq?“

ge sen* a tcmahawk 0olsrad xea, and a Wamnum belt of unu%ual f

1enqth. ?ﬁ was aaout a% broad as vaur hand ana betwa&n two and fhraa

  feet 1ang, It Wa% madﬂ nw of %1?@&%1@ bﬁﬁﬁs, the wnite onas all dug

out frmmﬂﬁhe 1n%idﬁ a; 14”;§@hﬁhﬁ& &nd;;

‘afnuxyle frem the mﬁsole ah@ll.v7ﬁ

Thase beadq were 8?xung olog@ uoaeth@r and waven so as fo eover *h@

whole &urfaae af thﬁ b@lt e a triba, by fhe nand of its ehief toak

"the b@lt and th@ tamahawk and accapted them, tnat tribe was ﬂledged to

the W??. These qignifieant m@eqagaa wers ?ak?n by 3wift runﬂers anﬁ

carried 1o th@ Indlans near and far, Evenythe day was fixed for the

‘universal massaere, thethhkof May, 1763.

 ($0 be continued. )
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