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FEATURES

Teaching at Howard University:
Part II

(2)

by John Lovell, Jr

—Professor of English, College of L iberal 
Arts, H ow ard U niversity  
—F u lb righ t L ecturer, Osaka U niversity  of 
Foreign Studies, 1960-1961

T h e  large percentage of foreign 
students and H ow ard’s unique in te r
est in  foreign students m ake the  
U niversity  a showplace for visitors 
com ing to W ashington. In  the  Japan  
Times for M onday, D ecem ber 12, 
1960, M ax L erner, a distinguished 
A m erican social scientist, author, and 
colum nist, and a professor at Brandeis 
U niversity, reports a recent visit of 
four days at H ow ard U niversity . M r. 
L erner was invited to do the  Sidney

H illm an Series of L ectures, under the 
auspices of the  Social Science D iv i
sion of the  U niversity. H e underlines 
the  rem arkable fact th a t 800 of the 
5,000 students at H ow ard come from  
abroad. H e says he had personal talks 
w ith  m any students from  Africa and 
India. I t  m ight be added th a t quite  a 
few others come from  the  M iddle 
East and the  F ar East, including 
Japan.

M r. L erner elaborates the  concern

he found at H ow ard for “ the fram e of 
w orld forces w ith in  w hich the  new 
nations of Africa and Asia have emerg
ed in to  independence.”  H e m ight 
have m entioned th at six years ago the 
U niversity  held a forum  on the fu ture  
of non-self-governing countries, in 
cluding discussion— led by native 
speakers— of several th a t have recent
ly gained their independence ; or th a t 
the  U niversity  operates a full-fledged 
program  of African Studies, including 
form al courses in  A frican languages 
which are attended by (am ong others) 
governm ental specia lists; or th a t the  
U niversity  recently sent one of its 
experts in  history to prepare h im self 
in  Asian studies th rough  a special 
fellowship at H arvard  U niversity , and 
w ill th is sum m er send one of its ex
perts in  H um anities to Ind ia  on a 
F u lb righ t sum m er sem inar— looking 
tow ard an intensification of its p ro 
gram  in Asian studies. T h is  year, the  
H ow ard adm inistration, headed by a 
new  president, D r. Jam es M . N abrit, 
created  an office called “ A dviser to
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Foreign S tu den ts” in  line w ith  th is 
whole significant educational policy.

Since the  previous article discussed 
at some length  the  m atter of the loca
tion  of the  U niversity  in  the  city of 
W ashington and the  residential loca
tions of faculty m em bers, it is desira
ble to set the record straight on these 
revelatory points. One statem ent—  
th a t for fifteen blocks all around 
H ow ard U niversity  stretches a N egro 
slum — is m ost rem arkable in  the  ligh t 
o f the  m ost obvious geographical facts. 
D irectly  to the  east of the  U niversity  
is a large m unicipal reservoir, and 
im m ediately beyond the  reservoir is 
a large private hospital center and 
im m ediately beyond th a t the  spacious 
cam pus of the  Catholic U niversity  of 
A m erica. T h e  reservoir is im m ortaliz
e d  in the  U niversity  hym n wdiich has 
a  line th a t goes, “ F ar above the lake 
so blue. . . .”  T h is  elim inates the 
east entirely. T o  the im m ediate south 
o f  the U niversity  are another hospital, 
the  ball park of the W ashington Base
ball Association, an elem entary public
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school, and a housing developm ent 
originally b u ilt and supervised by the 
federal and d istrict authorities. T o  
the  im m ediate w est is a large ju n io r 
h igh school w ith  an adjoining recrea
tional center, equipped (am ong o ther 
m odern  facilities) w ith  sw im m ing 
pool, tennis courts, and o ther athletic 
fields. T o  the  n o rth  and west of the 
U niversity  are residential areas, it is 
true, b u t they  are in terspersed  w ith  
heavy trad ing  districts ; and w here the 
residences predom inate, they are far 
from  slum  areas. In  fact, m any m iddle- 
class people, whose fam ilies have lived 
in  W ashington for generations, have 
spent their life savings bu ild ing  and 
m aintaining these hom es. C onsider
ing the  clear difinition of slum s in 
large cities all over the  world, one 
w ould have great difficulty in  so 
classifying the  residences and apart
m en t build ings in  question.

I f  the  full force of the  description is 
accepted, however, nam ely fifteen full 
blocks in every direction, the statem ent 
becom es m ore than  rem arkable. T h e
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U niversity  is located, centrally , on 
S ix th  S treet, N orthw est. I f  one were 
to take the  A dm inistration  B uilding 
as the  center and swing a circle w ith  
a radius of 15 blocks, one w ould 
draw in  m any of W ashington’s finest 
hom es, shops, churches, hotels, and 
apartm ents, for instance, those on 
16th S treet, N orthw est (a quite  
fashionable residential area), and 
those on M assachusetts and C on
necticu t Avenues, no t to m ention a 
great slice of dow ntow n W ashington. 
O ne w ould have to include m any 
embassies and chanceries, including 
the  British, French, Indian, R ussian, 
and Japanese embassies and chan
ceries.

T h is  is no t to deny th at there are 
slum s in  W ashington and th a t m any 
of the  residents of these slum s are 
Negroes. T h e  G overnm ent of the 
D istric t of C olum bia is hard  at work 
e lim inating b lighted  areas and es
tablish ing  p roper residences for peo
ple who have come to W ashington 
because they  were elsewhere u n der-
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privileged and lacked opportunities 
for th eir own grow th and for the 
p lann ing  of the  lives of th eir children . 
B ut it is to deny that slum s play any 
conceivable part in  influencing the  
educational efficiency or the  social life 
of H ow ard U niversity . I f  H ow ard 
U niversity  were surrounded  by slum  
areas, it w ould doubtless be no d if
feren t from  a nu m b er of large and 
h ighly respected educational in s titu 
tions in the U n ited  States th a t are not 
affected by their im m ediate geo
graphical environm ent. H ow ard U n i
versity, however, sim ply happens no t 
to be so surrounded.

T w o notable m is-statem ents of fact 
appear in the article w ith regard to the 
H ow ard faculty: the  first is th a t non- 
N egro faculty m em bers are restricted 
as to residence because of teaching at 
a N egro college; the  second is that 
the only white A m erican on the faculty 
was a young dance instructor. Since 
the  second is the m ore flagrant error, 
it w ill be considered first. I have 
ju s t looked th rough  the  catalogue of 
the College of L iberal A rts w hich lists 
the m em bers of the  faculty during  
M iss K im u ra’s period of residence 
(her nam e is listed). F irst, I have

noted  th at 113 of them  are holders of 
the  doctor’s degree. Second, I have 
counted m ore than  30 w hite A m eri
cans on the faculty of th a t one college 
alone. T o  count the faculty m em bers 
of the  o ther nine colleges w ould 
greatly augm ent bo th  lists. B ut the 
significant poin t here is not how m any 
w hites or blacks or yellows or brow ns 
occupy chairs of instruction  on the 
various faculties. T h e  significant 
po in t is that, in accordance w ith  the 
clear dictates of the  founders, the 
U niversity  in  choosing its faculty 
m em bers and in its policies of ad
vancem ent and prom otion pays little  
attention  to the color of the sk in ; 
it chooses the  best people it can get 
for the dedicated jobs. Very re 
cently, a w hite departm ent head 
stepped down from  adm inistration 
because he had reached technical 
re tirem ent age, although he was being 
retained on the staff by trustee  vote ; 
a N egro colleague, w hom  he had rec
om m ended, becam e head of the de
partm ent, and the form er head re 
assum ed his rank as full professor 
only.

As to the restrictions on residence 
upon w hite or o ther non-N egro

faculty  m em bers because they  teach 
in  a N egro college, once m ore the  
records do no t uphold  the previous 
w rite r’s im pressions. I f  one is ac
quain ted  w ith  the residential areas of 
the  D istrict of Colum bia, especially 
w ith  those few districts which can be  
called exclusive in  a racial sense, one 
need only look at the  cu rren t Per
sonnel Directory, w hich lists all H ow 
ard employees according to position, 
and w hich gives residential and office 
addresses and telephone num bers. 
One w ould see that every exclusive 
area is represented, even Bethesda- 
Chevy Chase, unquestionably  the  
m ost exclusive, and Georgetow n, 
w here the  new President of the U n ited  
States lived for a long tim e, and o thers 
across the  D istrict line in  M aryland 
and V irginia. T h e  Japanese reader 
should be rem inded th a t m ore th an  
10 years ago, the  U n ited  States S u
prem e C ourt ruled out enforcem ent 
of restrictive racial covenants. I t  is 
quite  true  th at covenants against cer
tain  races and certain foreign-born  
people are still in  existence and are 
still observed, despite the  fact th a t 
they  are not recognized in the c o u rts ; 
b u t their existence has not prevented
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“ T h a t  just-  
dropped - i n 
to - say - hello 
lasted five
h o u r s !”
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the  teachers at H ow ard from  living 
all over the  restricted  areas. Even 
one of the  N egro teachers lives in 
Chevy Chase ! T h e  only sym pathetic 
conclusion one can make is th a t it is 
a p ity  th a t M iss K im ura did not have 
knowledgeable advisers w hen she 
sincerely sought a suitable place to 
live in  W ashington.

Perhaps the  m ost vulnerable parts 
of the  previous article deal w ith  the  
question of the  behavior of the  N egro

students and the  stated and im plied 
conclusions th a t th is behavior is 
based upon  racial characteristics. 
C ertainly there  has been sufficient 
scientific study and investigation over 
the  years to m ake so unscientific a 
view as th is shocking to the  educated 
eye and ear. T h e  w riter of the  article 
should no t need to be told th at people 
do no t behave boisterously because 
they  are m em bers of a given race, b u t 
for o ther w ell-established reasons.
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A nd it is ju s t as unfair for her to draw  
general conclusions about the  be
havior of a race— if indeed there  be 
a N egro race— on the  basis of the  
alleged boisterous conduct of a h and
ful of people on a bus who accidentally 
belong to th at race as it w ould be for 
a foreigner in  Japan to condem n all 
Japanese nationals because some 
Japanese push  vigorously and des
perately against th eir neighbors— ap
paren tly  caring little  for life and lim b 
•— to get into electric trains, even w hen 
there  are seats for everybody. I p u t 
it all down to exuberance and the  i r 
resistible sp irit of com petition in  some 
people. As for sending the Negroes 
back to Africa, th is suggestion is 
ridiculous in  the ligh t of the fact th a t 
alm ost none of the p resent crop of 
A m erican N egroes came from  Africa, 
and furtherm ore, th a t the  C on
stitu tion  of the U n ited  States clearly 
declares (Article X IV , Section 1): 
“ All persons born  or naturalized  in 
the  U n ited  States, and subject to the  
jurisd ic tion  thereof, are citizens of the 
U nited  States and of the S tate w here
in  they  reside.”

T h a t the w riter of the article had 
such thoughts in  a fit of anger or
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The Power to Write Simple, 
Lucid and Compelling English

( 4 )

pique is perhaps excusab le; b u t th a t 
the thoughts w ould rem ain for m onths 
and years and becom e a pa rt of a 
deliberate report to her countrym en, 
describing th e  educational process in  
the  U n ited  States, is m uch m ore d if
ficult to  understand . I t  is hard  to 
square these views w ith  her earlier 
declaration th a t she has no racial p re j
udice. Very sad is the  fact th a t 
m any of these opinions she expresses 
are part of the  “  line ”  w hich has been 
developed by a dw indling m inority  of 
undem ocratic people in  A m erica who 
are try ing  to defeat the  m ajority  effort, 
bo th  governm ental and private, to 
w ard com plete equality of opportun ity  
for all groups. A nd sadder still is 
th e  fact th a t th is venom ous m inority  
expression, beginning w ith  calum nies 
and strictures against N egroes and 
Jews, alm ost invariably spreads out 
to include Catholics, Southern  E u 
ropeans, Asiatics, and alm ost every
one else who is no t in  the  precise and 
precious condition of the  com plaining 
clique. O ur w riter does a disservice 
to the  total cause of in ternational u n 
derstanding and co-operation, and in 
deed to herself and her country, w hen 
she prom ulgates such views.

(To be concluded)
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M r. T . Okam ura has w ritten  to m e 
a letter which is p rin ted  below in  
part:

“  N ow  I w ould like to have your 
opinion on translation and literary 
style of English. C om m enting in  the  
June 1960 issue on the Asahi Evening 
N ew s’ translation of the  A sahi’s 
editorial, you criticized b itterly  Japa- 
nese-English translation as no good 
and attractive by any m eans from  
your standpoint of true  English style, 
even if  the  original Japanese is ex
cellent like the  A sahi’s editorial. 
W hat do you really m ean by th is ? I 
see in  this paragraph som ething 
illogical and contradictory to your 
guiding principle— if it can be so 
called—w hich has been m entioned in 
the  m agazine. A nd there you sug
gest th at a full-fledged English w riter 
w rite such an editorial in  the  English 
language paper. In  m y opinion, even 
w hen such a capable m an, say, an 
editor-in-chief of the Asahi who 
supposedly has the sufficient pow er 
to write English writes the editorial 
in  English, the  outcom e is not so 
m uch  different. In  o ther words, he 
is supposed to produce no bette r
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editorial than  the translation, be
cause it is quite natural th a t he should 
w rite in  accordance w ith  the flow of 
his own ideas. O r do you set no  
value on English w ritten  by a Japa
nese, unless he was born  and b rough t 
up in  Am erica or England and n a t
urally  has a com plete knowledge o f 
bo th  English and Japanese?

“  Once you got into the  details o f 
the  technical m ethod and dem onstrat
ed to us how to increase our vocab
ulary in  our daily reading. A t th a t 
tim e I was deeply im pressed by your 
eagerness, and thought th a t you, too, 
acquired English ju st in  the  same way 
I have been and am following. 
(Please understand m y straightfor
wardness). O r do you contend th a t 
English-speaking people’s way o f 
thinking or expressing thought is 
intrinsically  different from  th a t o f  
Japanese-speaking people, and th a t 
they  have noth ing com m on despite 
the fact th a t bo th  are hum an be
ings ? People act on hum an psychol
ogy w hatever their languages m ay be. 
T h is  can be said about English trans
lation of the A sahi’s editorial by an 
expert who rewrites Japanese edi-
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