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DEFENCE OF A VETERAN LAYVNANgBY -~
GENERAL 0. 0. HOWARD.

One cannot always be writing professional articles
even if he is a military man. In times of peace, when I have
been able to control my time, I have devoted a part of it to
the reading and study of the Holy Seyrz'ptures, especi a]].yzvz th
a view to Bible readings in a Sunday class. So that w?zz'l,é 4
may not claim to be a thorough Biblical scholar I may claim
the post of a simple witness; a witness of sqmezofzat that the
Seriptures have accomplished under my observation, of the dif-
ficulties that I‘iwé' metin attempting to teackh, and of the ob-
scurities uhich men for ages have sought in vain to penetrate
angf exploin.

The Sabbath work has been o delight to the heart; but in
all its varieties it has shoun me that Christian people of the
lay soft, ought not to leave the discussions of the Bible, th e
evidences of its truth, or the explanations of difficuliies
therein altogether Lo the bishops, priests, and deacons.

Permit me o word more of explanation why I offer the fol-
lowing thoughts. In my early Christian life a learned }’rz'end
rebuked me, gently, for encroaching upon the province of the
clergymen. At that time I was looking to the ministry, Ybe]z‘eb’-
ing that Holy voices were calling me in that direction. My

friend called my attent ion to the death of Uzzah, who simply
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put forth his hand to the Ark of God and took hold Gl tr "o
the oxen shook it," God smote him there for Bis error; and
there he died by the Ark of God. My friend further declared
that, as shown in Uzzahl's case, there were certain functions

that kelonged only to the prov.z‘néev of the ordained ministry,
and that the Lord himself would even now be displeased with
any layman who should encorach upon these functions.

While I was not eonvinced, particularly as to the divid-
ing line between the duties and functions of the clergy and
the privileges amd responsibilities of any other Jollower of
the Master, the conversation made a strong impression upon me
and has caused me to be careful to scek diligently even in the

hmatter of witnessing, to do it without actual or seeming en— ‘
| éroachment.":g_, | }

I cannot help thinking that though we are under o differ-
ent dispensation from that when the Ark of the Coven&nt was |
brought home; that there is still a f@ilz‘ng on the part.of
mary men, naned and consecrated bishop, priest or deacon, who
are called of (fod to the soacred ministry, that they have a
province, a field distinctively their oum in the matter of the
simple w itnessing for Christ, from which ]ay-leczder.s,‘ lay-

speakers, lay-teachers and lay-people generally should be ex-

c]ua?éd.i But let us reason upon this matter a little,

In General Sherman's memoivrs we find an interesting ac-

count of the first discovery of gold; that is, of a veritable
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gold mine in California. We see how news of it spread abroad.
4 man who saw the gold became interested in it, and after he
had procured a small quantity of it his interest was increased
He led his friends to exumine the regionmn from which it came,
and they carried the witness of the mine to other®. They
wrote about it in letters to friends in the East; these friends
gave information concerning it to the_pub]ic.press, and soon.
the whole world knew tht the re was not only one mine but sev-
eral mines of gold in California.

It would have been as sensible to have attempted to re-
strain the witnessing in this case to the officials of the |
State, to the officers of the United States mint, to those who
are put in charge of assaying and determining the value of the
gold, all of wﬁom have their proper and prescribed functions,
as to attempt to restrain the witnessing concerning the Holy
Bible to any priesthood however established and however orgai-
ized.

Boubtless this statement concerning the rights of witnes-
ses, seems almost trivial; but, if I mistake not, a remarkable
friend of mine, who has been for many years a strong witness
Jor God and the Bible; a man of great research, and a writer
of unquestionable ability, has strangely emncountered this
feeling of exclusiveness. He appears to me to be a Layman set

apart for Bible interpretation, and yet his testimony, clear,
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positive and bci’z’sputablé, concerning the rich mines uvhich he
has discovered more precious than the finest gold, is some-
times ignored, sometimes ridiculed by men high in place and
sneered at, and sometrimes suppressed in Christian Reviews.
Permit me to be more specific concerning my jfriend,

The first book of Dr. Francis W. Upham which came to my
hands was his "Thoughts on the Gospels;" of the tioo others,
which came beforé ity, "The Wise Men” and "The Star of our Lord
I had never heard, but have since had rthe great joy of perus-—
ing them, I gained so much positive truth from them as to make
the Gospels o new revelation to me; their chapters are replete
with wholesome religious truth; they solve many problems here-
to fore unsolvéd; and these facts have made me earnestly bemt’
on making them betiter Known to my personal [riends and espec-
tally to Bible students.

l Jind tisl Dr. Tayler Lewis said of "The Wise Men" -
(The Mo@i) "Passages in the Gospels which have been passed
over os having little interest, as well as many similar parts
of the 0ld Testament are presented in such a way and in Sud
connections as to give them a power of freshness unperceived

before. Whoever reads this book must acquire a new interest

in the study of the Scriptures." I do not feel that I have

dipped so deep as this inimitable searcher for tryth, yef I
give a soldier's glad indorsement to that last forbz‘blé“

which certainly is also true of all the writings of:JDr. Uphan .
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He has a habit which I believe is a good one for any min-
ister or writer upon the Bible; tha'habit of proving every
substantial assertion which he makes from éﬁe Bible itself.
We have a beautijful ilZustriation on the very first page of
"Saint Mathew's Witness," where he says: "The Bible comes not
to be judged, but to sit in judgment on us." After pausing a
1ittle on this thought with reference to the szle coéjiicts
noiggt all times existing, we have these proojf-words of Christ:
"He that rejecteth me and receiveth not my words, the words
that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day."

Let me now invite you to turn to pagé 393 of "Saint Math-
ew's Witness," wherein, commenting on the statement that jor

envy Jesus wos delivered up to Pilate, Dr. Upham remarks:

?é’ghn noture alters the least of things below the sun. Envy
is now the secret of the hatred to Jesus of some men of let-
ters or science, who, coveting a high place for themselves in
the thoughts of men, claim to be the:rightful lawgivers, the
1,9

real 'princip@iities and powers,' of the world. In the pres-
ence of Jesus Christ they are:nothing; and they will not for-
give the Nazarene his malking human glory an impossible thing.
For there now is no other glory thon that of a union by Jaith
and love uwi th 'Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom
and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption; that,
according as it is written, Him that glorietl, let him glory

in the Lord.'" Thus repeatedly throughout his choice pages,



i ; - 9 ] : : 6
' y
Dr. Upham's last appeal is to the Divine Word itself, and to
passa_‘qes always so pertinently chosen t?zczt one ean scarcely
ever withstand or oppose his ¢onrelusions without a dzr@ct con-

tradiction of &4’5 oW MEESAGE .
A strzking instanece of Dr. Uphaza's orzgmalz'ty is his

proof that the gospels are 70t | or histories of Jesus

Ohrist; and that they are arguments made up from selections

from his words and works, so chosen as to demonstrate Christ's

true Aivinity, cmd.gz‘ven *"that believing in him we might have
%thmugh his name " ’

I have never seen this proof offered onywhere else, nor
heard it from any pulpit; but Dr. Upham fortifies it by these
express statements of the Apostle John (XXI : 25 & XX : 30-31)
"And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the
whichy 1f they should be writien every one, I suppose that
even the world itself could not contain the books that should
be written." "And many other signs truly dgid Jesus in the
presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book.
"But these a}'e written, that ye might believe that Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of (God; cmd that believing ye might have
life t/rough his name." k

A4 dzstznﬂuzshed scizo]ar, the Jafée FProf« B P Mczrt'z‘n,
says: "This view of the nature ond design of the gospels is
entirely original. It is a highly significant and fruitjful

view, It readily disposes of a whole body of objection drawn
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from the irregular form of the Scripture narré\ti ves," And
surely sceptics need not quarrel with the Evangelist's state-
ments because they are not consecutive and biographical, for
they had not the remotest intention of furnishing biographies
or histories. e & 3

But, most of all, my wish in callingeattent ion to these
writings is to bring out the relz’gz’ouvs bearings, which are
wonderful, of the new truths and facts discovered, and put
into strong light by my friend. Look for a moment at those
on page 355 of the "Thoughts;'" "The argument in the (Gospels is
not made by the Evangelists, but by the Lord himself. Between
this idea of the gospels and every other the difference is im-
mense. From its root it is unlike all partial and human z"dea.é
of the gospels. It reaches to their source and discloses the
true power of those wonders of the Eternal Spirit. With that
power time has nothing to do. For Christ Jesus comes L0 us
all in his gospels as truly as he cames to those Jews who re-
ceived or rejected him. His gospels bring us all into the
presence of our Judge. They compell us to look upon the face
of the Saviour, .whom if we do not accept, we deny. They make
to us os real and personal an appeal as t/nt which Pilate made

to the Jews, when he said, Ecce Homo, Behold the mani"

I” these days when it is the jfashion to pull to pieces
the Seriptures and, instead of lifting Christ up to the high

plain of a confident faith , to be doing the exact opposite;
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of the common standard of weak humanity, it is indeed refresh-
ing to old-fashioned Christians to read any portion of Dr. ‘
Upham's writings. They induce confidence in the Scriptures
while they invite the most careful ond thorough study and ap-
preciation of them. A youthjful daught er ozizgstinguished.Army
officer thus writes concerning the effect of the doctor's wrik
ings upon herself: "Ifalways want them by me, and I cannot be-
gin to tell what a pleasure and help they are to me."

I, too, give the same testimony, which I have hinted at
before, with regard to their effect upon myselfy and I further
believe that any Christian man, young or old, who ponders =
these writings will be quickened in his confidence in God, amnd
II. streengthened in his belief that He has revealed Himself
to us all, through our Lotd and Saviour Jesus Christ.

For many years Dr. Upham has lived a lonely, silent 1ife,
working and thinking., Only once has he broken through his re-
serve in a letter in January last to "The Presbyterian” Cﬁ%zlﬁr
in which there are some things of a general and some of a per-
sonal nature that will interest my re&deré: "Wy books are
parts of a whole; for they all bear upon the conflict as to
the Bible.

Historically, this conflict turns, I think, on the answer

to the gquestion, whether the Seriptures, given in the great
time-cycle which closed in the middle ages, can pass over into

our present time-cycle, whose field and sweep of thought is
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Jar wider, and fz']'e‘ts utmost compass with truths unchanged
in their essence. To show that they ean and that they do was
the aim of the essays in "The Star of Our Lord," on the rela-
tion of the universe to Christ, and on the astronomical doubt
as to Christianity.

Just now the Bible assailants attack the old Covenent.

Their assaults upon it must be, can ke, and will be met point

by point ; yet;even for the older Scripture, uhich our Lord

said "ecannot be broken,® the true battle ground is in front
of the battlements and towers of the gospel, for that four-
squore fortress of God commands all the approaches to the lines
that secure and defend this truth. All there was of vital
forece and effect in the epoch-making assault on the gospels by
Stfauss z‘n’A.v 3 1834 was conéed@d by Neander when, in his

11re of.Jesus, he said that St. Mathew's gospel was made up of

fragments., To that uncritical and her®tical comcession, I
have opposed new evidence, drawn from the gospel itself, show-
ing that it was written seven years after the erucifixion. x x
X "For years I intended thot my writings should not be print
ed tilIl after my death. Because of urgent, persistent per-
suasions ”Thes Wise Men was published by Sheldomn in 1869, cﬁd
I was also ib?e‘vail@%i‘upo&though very re]uct.cm‘t} to put my
mame. £O 6. I w:éya C’ongrégatz‘ona]z’st, and call myself a Pur-
itan, as several of their ministers - Cotton and others - were

ancestors of mine, yet in 1573 Nelson and Phillips, agents at
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the Methodist Book Concern, wise and good men uho no longer
live on the earth, wished to republish "The Wise Men.," Their

proposal to do that was a pleasant surprise.

As to my books, there are other facts that éught to be
- known, and especially so as to "The Church ond Science."
But, I will only further add, that in my writings there is
muchy, (though not all) of the thought on the conflict as to
the Bible of a life that has now reached its sevenly-fifth
year, and the truths and facts I have set forth have long been
considered. The chapters which prove the date of St. Mathew's
gospel were printed from manuscript yellow with age."

"The Church and Science" I have not seen. Dating as far
back as 1861 it has long been out. of print. But I have read
a full aceount of Il in the ?ﬁbrth American Review" when Dr.
Peabody was editor, and some of the points are here given.
The writer says:- "We wish in this notice o state our im-
pressions of an importent and remarkable book. It is printed
anonymously, no clue whatever being given to the name of the
author, and no hint of his station, cgndition or residence.
Even the publisher is unable to tell whose book it is that he
is publishing. Issued so quietly by a wholly unknown writer
it will be slow in finding its public and its adnirers, but it
will be sure to find Hem in the end. The author of so solid
and ingenious a work can afford to wait for its appreciation

and to trust to time in giving it its dues."
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"Let me go on to give from here and there sentences that
show in part some of his impressions:- "One which the volume

gives is thut of reverence. Its tone is that of deep, sincere

ond devout belief. There is an undertone of awe and wondar,
even in the closest eritical discussion., Firm as the logical
fabric is, it throbs all along with a tremulous piety and we
constantly expect that the diécourse will break into proise
and become a psaln.

"Then there is the impression which the volume gives of
extraordianry patience, both in thought andc:m%?osition. The
thought seems to have been tried over and over again, ami test
ed in every way, before it was intrusted to maiusScript.

"Exactness of reasoning is another undeniable feature of lhe

volume. There is scrupulomsness in weighing evidence, 0r re-
jection of all superfluous details; the writer's feruv@r never
earries him on into looseness of statement. Yet there is no
want in the volume of rhetorical beauty. There is an uncon=-
scious elffguence in many of the arguments, which is very cap-
tivating, ami some of the pages close a long discussion with
a sentence of Miltonic grandeur, in which we hold our breath
as we read.

"One more merit of the volume we mention}— its wonderjful

suggestiveness. We have marked scores of pointed sentences

which, taken separately, might become the texts of essays - of

sentences which seem to condense months of reading and obser-
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vation." These remarkably apprgcz'at:ve statemé?ts as to the
earliest of Dr. Upham's books, and especially that last sen-
tence seem to me exactiy true of all his later writings.

It seems that Dr. Upham has had before his mind every
class of assailants of the Bible, and yet, while these assail-
ants are very frequently answered, they have not been directly
personally and solely antagonized; for his az‘m‘am? peneiration
have reached beyond assailants. His mz‘ssl‘&.s have broken the
prison~-bars of friends.

To show th at mine is not altogehter a layman's opinion
I could defend it by statements of the Rev. Dr's Whidon and
Crosby that go as far; and there have been no clergymen plead-
ing for the cause of the Master who have been more pronounced
than they in defence of the Holy Secriptures, and none whose
opinions Christian men generally value more highly., They did
not live long enough to give their testimony to "St. Mathew's
Witness;" but I notice that of a remarkable man of the same
class, the Reb. Alfred Owen, D. D., once pastor of the Lafay-
ette Stf,, Baptist Churech in the City of Detrdit, then Pr@sz‘;
dent of Demnison University, Granville, Ohio, like them of v
command ng influence in his great denomination, a powerjful
reasoner, of strong common sense, and so moderate in speech as
to make very impressive the testimony he gives to the "Witness”

in a letter to Dr. Upham, written from Nashville, Tenn., where

he is now President of the Roger Williams University, which
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has found its way into g*)rint;'— "7 have been reading and re-
reading your book uW th profound interest. Its matchless rhet-
oric, its historic insight, its wide sweep of information, its
consistency and accuracy, equally please me. But I think I
am most of all impressed with the new and wondef'ful port&wre
of our Lord, and the Evangelist's purpese and plan in prodvc*
mr/ ¢, I realize tius 0 denle that I segr-mﬁ;thave Jound a
new gospel

It was a new thing which came to me under the suns to
meet such a man as my [friend, D?’:. Francis W. Uphan, a graduate
in 1837 of the same college as myself, a brother of my most

A

esteemed instructor, Prof. Thomascifpham, a man possessing or‘.f;"
inal genius, pursuing so steadily the study of the gospels, e
and in absolute self-denial medztatzng on having his writings
published only after his aeath.

Twenty years aond over given to a single book, amd the
constant deelling with the gospels, in the gospels, meditating
day and night, has produced in him the effect, if I may say
ity of catching their very spirit and transfusing it into his
own heart; and hence, the remarkable portrature of the charact
er of the earliest Hvangelist_ and the new insight into theﬂd"
plar oF his gospel.  IT ?.7th ceredit whot I say, let W
BORSr investigate for himself and see if Dr. Upham's writings
are not worthy of even more praise than I have been able to

bestow upon th em.,
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:Dermit me a word more of personel witness.~ Notice one
feature of Dr. Upham's productions which has greatly cheered
and helped me z'ngy Bible-class teaching, to wit: the estab-
lished fact that there were "Oral Gospel.é." Then the several
collateral facts, for exabzp].e: that Mathew six or seven years
after their utterance formulated them in a wriltten manuscript;
that Mark a little later put forth "the Gospel® of the Apostle
Peter, there having arisen strong reasons for his doing so;
that the Apostle Paul at a peculiar cruéial-epoch found a
voice for his testimony through Luke; and, that finally the
beloved dz‘scz‘ple, John, when silvered with years, gave the
Vi 5 ‘éweet touches of his vivified witnessing to complete
the exhibit th at Jesus of Nazareth was indeed tlhe Messz’ah; the
Son of man and the Son of God, the very Immanuel of the good
old Sceriptures - the Saviour of the whole world.

Reading the last chapter of the PThoughts" verified in
my heart all this strong and beautijul presentation of mighty
truth, on which hangs the perpetuation of our existence cznd
the joy of Ity after the granite hills shall have crumbled to

Qreertlon,
adust: and T 3ay¢czs I close the volume’ with this Zagalm

"The work of the chosen witnesses is at last com plete.”

rocernor s o Ieiawm, N, V. by,

February 16th, 1892. W
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