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THE I

TFORD DAILY COURANT

GEN. 0. 0. HOWARD’S
WAR MEMORIES.

BLAINE GAVE HIM HIS FIRST
START IN THE ARMY.

FREMENDOUS STRENGTH
CHARACTER OF GRANT,

AND

The Enemy Always Grant’s ObjJec-
tive Point.—iie Could Be Talka-~
tive—How Iloward DMet Lincoln,

General O. O. Ioward, the one-
farmed, the only living commander of an
army in the Civil War, was the hon-
ored guest of the Army and Navy Club
of Connecticut last evening at the an-
nual banquet at the Pequot House, New
London, 1lle delivered the principal ad-
dress of the evening, his tople heing
“‘Some Noted Public Men and Generals
that I Iinew in the 60's,” and he spoke
as follows:—

The first man of note that comes into
my mind in view of my subject is
James G. Blaine. My firgt distinctlve
yecnllzetion orf 18 when I was
stationcd at Kennebee Arsenal. Blalue
was then living at Augusta, and the
editor of the “Kennecbee Journal.,” IHav-
ing friends In the regular army DMr,
Blalne soon made himself known to
me after I took command of the ar-
senal. One day I came over from the
eagt plde of the river to the business
part of Augustul The oftices o the two
opposing papers, ‘“‘Journal” and the
“Argus,” were side by slde, and ecach
had a balcony just above the base-
ments. The editor of the “Argus”
gpoke to Blaine from hig balcony just
as Blaine reachod his from the stair-
way, He cualled Blaine to an account
in unmegsured torms for somecthing
published in the ‘“Journal’ Blaine
answared in hig sharpest style and be-
labored the democratic editor till he
was glad to flee for shelter. I was
standing on the opposite slde of the
etreet and heard the sharp controversy.
This controversy I recalled with great
distinctness when ¥on. Roscoe Conklin
received his terrifio castigation on the
floor of the House at a later day, When
aroused, no man could easily Ipeet
Blaine in debate aund never could any
one bring him to terms by abuso.

Blaino dld me many a good scrvice
while stationed at the arscenal. As
speaker of tije Maine House he aided
me to get a bill passed by the Legis-
lature which gave to the children with-
in the grounds of the United States
Arsenal a right to attend the schools
of the city; a right before that time
denled them except by the payment of
tultion, It was natural that being of
about the same age our families should
become acquainted the one with the
other, at this carly perlod of 1854 and
1865,

Six years later I was just complet-
ing my four years’ detall as an instryc-
tor of the Military Academy, in May,
1861. The Civil War, as {t Is now cilled,
was already upon ug and the oflicers
of the army were separating and tnk-
ing sldes for and against the United
General Warren, who had been
an assistant professor with me, hod
become the leutennnt colonel of the

Rlajne v

Puryea Zoavern, and Alexander RMc-
Dowell McCook, a co-instructor, had

rushed off to Ohio sand taken the col-
onelcy of the First Ohlo., Many other
oflicers had resigned from the army or
obtained leaves of absence, some to go
South and some to abide by the flag.
Day by day we were watching General
Benjamin ¥, Dutler's operations in
Maryland, and the excitement at West
Point ran high. I had written the gove
ernor of Maine, Israel Washburn, beg-
ging for a chance among the volun-
teers. He had rcplied to mo that there
was no opening for me as all the oflicers
were clectlve.

Nar the last of May I received a
telegram from Blaine, the purport of
which was “Will you, if elected, accept
the colonelcy of the Third Maine?”
Before answering this Mrs. Howard
and I had a serious talk. We agreed
that I might fill the position of major,
or ag Warren datd, of a leutenant col-
oneley, but thnat the position of a col-
onel was a 1ittle too {th a step to bhe
taken at once. I went Imimediately to
consult with the commandant of cad-
ets, John F. Reynolds, at that time
having tho local ranlk of Heutenant col-
onel. Reynolds was a man of great
gerloummess, always very genteel in his
dress and appearance and very ypolite
to his fellow oflicors, always kind and
cordial in commanding tho cadets, I
sat down with hiin, as I recall it, on
ﬂze_qmall _pqrnh of hls quarters, 1 ask-

Gover-
man,

Blaine,

shortish
guick in motion and rapid in speech.
He appeared to me to enjoy the prom-
inence and the power which the great

the
nor

by Mr.
was  a

FOVerDor
Wiashburn

confiict already on had brought him.
He was a thoroughly patriotic soul,
and prepared to give aJl the strength
he had to sustain Mr. Lincoln and keep.
the ITlagr flying.

Aas difidulties increased Blaine was
cooler and more thoughtful. Perhaps

a couple of days after my arvival I
was walking with him at evening along
the main street, Adler a period of si-
lence between us thinking of the exist-
ing state of affairs, DBlaine suddently

remarked, “IToward, you will be the
first gencral oflicer from this state.”’
Of course T did not think so for I
was Just then tugging away as hard

as I could at the duties of a colonel,

and not very solicitious for any pro-
motion. Blaine scemed to be ever
wateling over my intervest.  IHe con-

gratulated e when promoted: he wrote
a sympathetic letter to my step-father
when T wag wounded; he congratulated
me upon the vote of thanks of Congress
after Getiysburg, and with his superior
talent he defended me when attacked
in the newspapers on account of our
defeat at Chancellorsville, Of course

'
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General O, O, Howard.

I watched Blaine's career with ever in-
creasing  Interest, sympathizing with
bim, and wanting to see him President
of the United States, Ho has become
s0, well known to his countrymen in
hig superb statesmanship and in his
able writings and magnificent work in
Congress, that it would be like carry-
ing conts 4o Mowoostie o il you of
these things. But from my personal
intercourse I had some knowledge of
the kindnesses of his heart and the
warmth of hig affection, to which I love
to testify.

At one time I came In close relation-
ship with General Jameson. It was
when he was colonel of the Second
Maine. Jameson's military career was
a brief one, but {t was brilliant though
go short, Iarly in June the Third
Maine with its colonel put in an ap-
pearance on Merldian 1ill, Washing-
ton, ncar the Columbian College, It
was during a terrifle rain storm when
we arrived., Golonel Jameson's regi-
ment, already established near the col-
lege had anmple camping ground with
tents well pitched for the officers and
men.  Though the lightning flashed
and the thunder roared and the rain
poured down in torrents, still Colonel
Jameson with a few of his officery
came out to meet us, Ie distributed
our oflicers among hls oflicers and
our men among his men, so that In a
short time the majority of them had
some shelter. Fis reglment gave us
coffee for refreshment and treated my

caiclk soldiers so well that they had
wHRArY courage to put up their
own teuts as soon as the storm sub-
sldod,

Again and agaln I met Jameson who
ever had what I called a ‘‘parallel”
commmand of about ecual strongth to
mine. Me had a fine handsome figure,
and was noted for the courtesy of
hls deportment. It was sad news to me
when the fever caught him after Falr
Oaks and earried him off. It was at
thaot encampment on  Merfdian Hill
while we were drilling from morning
untdl night, that I first becamo ac-
guuainted with Abraham Lincoln. He
was sitting In a two-horse carriage
when, after one of my evening parades,
I was talken by some f{riends to meet
him. e spolke to me very pleasantly
and he tookk my hand. I remember
that I was disappointed that he did
not appear taller when sltting in his
carrioge. T have always wondered what
he did with his legs on that occasion.
Only a ¢ew days ago I came across
Captain Savage, who was a non-comn-
misvtoned officer in my regiment at
the time of Mr, Lincoln’'s visit,

I'tom over-work or himproper food, 1
became suddently prostrated by a bil-
fous attack, It scemed very much like
a regular attack of cholera and my sur-
geon, Dr. Gideon S, ’ahmer, was much
alarmed at my condition as I grew rap-
{dly weaker and ot times delirfous, Cap-
tain Savege says that Mr. Lincoln came
out to sce me at one time with Miss
Charlotte Cushman, and th: second
time with his litle boy, “Tad.” Savage
says he bad been placed on duly near

my  tent with  instructions to keep

always patriotic and per-
sonaliy brave,  Deauregard, however,
did not excel MceDowell and few pave
him proper credit for what he did.
While on Meridian Il 1 received a
note rrom McDowell asking me to sel-
ect three regiments besides my own
to form a brigade. This 1 did so that
my brigade consisted of the  Third,
FFourth and Iifth Maine and Sccond
Vermout regiments, Lhis  brigade 1
took into the first bhattle of Dull RRun,
the 21st of July, 1861, It may bhe of
interest to note here how my division
was formed,  Colonel Franklin com-
muaunded our first brigade; Colonel O, i
Wilcox our gecond, and Colonel Oliver
0. Howard our third, and these thice

temperiate;

matie, but he had a large brain and

tioun seeretury who
ponee durfng the wa
fhomas, the noblest
flouzht for the Unio
Hindrance; of the suj
mun, who fought so
Boandled the land an
they were hls servar
v speak of your ov
Tiaawley, who was nc
hessled  soldler, but
nan_ during the time
corruptible statesmen
t1e young men remer
deeds of tho generat)
altnogt a  closed  boc
gither new (nspiratic
levilty to the flag an

brigades :L'm:nu-d General Hentzelman's e i
division, I'ranklin was o little phico- g
; |

was a noble commander,  IHis otlicen
and men trusted him.  Wilcox, T Il
known formerly in Florida. He wa
diligent in mastering the duties of i
profession, rising steadily through th
service to the command of a corps
Franklin was one of the tlrst corp
commanders selected under MceCiellin
Ileintzelman was already advanced iif
vears, though not so old as Geners
Scott.  He was of an irascible di=po-
sition, easily offended and very exact--
ing. He always paid extreme attention
to little things, yet you never encoulit-
ered a braver man or a truer patviot.
You huave had all the detail of Iiull
Run and I need not repeat jt.  NMe-
Dowell's plaus were laid before his ofii-
cers the night befove the battle and
they were good,—excellent it he and his
theam.

army had been able to execute

Beaurcgard on the other side of Linll
Run, being a capital eugineer, hal
made 'y complete arrangemoents for
a defersive battle, but he hardly would
have eeeeded in that fivsl strus e
if it 1 not been for the L B
General Joseph 10, Johnston had o

In an carly appearance upon the ficld,
Jobnston's advice and the reinfov -
ments that he brought from the Vil-
ley of Virginla were the direct causes
of McDowell’s defecat, T do nat think
that General Beauregard should ever,
have undertaken large commands, Jin-
gineering was his forte and that ne
understood. DBut Joseph 18, Johnston |
was o man of the largest abllity, quiclk
to plain and able to execute. Shetman |
wasg the only general’ we had on our
slde who could mateh him {n strategy.
lie showed hig stragetic ability at
Coenterville, Va., at Fair Oakes and also
in the West during the Atlanta and
Carolina campaigns,

After McDowell's defeat,
MecClellan
forces and held his own falrly well

George I |

ai;alnst CGieneral Johnston up to and in- B
c

uding the battle of Fair Oaks, Va.
After that McClellan had against himn
General Robert I Lee. I knew both
of there men personally and was much
with them. I really saw more of T
o hie howe Ll fneon L Al of Matlol
lan. I became quite intimate at onu
time with General Marcy when he was
Captain Marcy and in command of a

commpany of the Fifth Infantvy, Marc: §

was McClellan'g father-in-law and for
a long time his chiof of staff. In man
particulars Lee and McClellan weref
alike. They wero scholarly men, They g
were thoroughly conversant with every-
thing pertaining to that profession, that
of the military and civil engineer, Theyg
were Chrlstian men, kind and cour-§
teouy to all with whom they came in
contact, General Lec at best was ns!
thoroughly devoted to the Union aul
McClellan” and nothing but the feeling!
that he would be obliged to fight!
agalnst his state and his numerous rel- |
atlves caused him to decline promotion {
and then to resign from the army. He

has been much blamed by patriols and

statesmen, but I think if we should put

ourselves In his place we would sce the

difliculties of the situation, The differ-

ences between him and MceClellan \vt'rq/

rather in degree than in kind,

MeceClellan found it diflicult to trust
volunteers and he so far estimated
probably through false informatfon, ti-
numbers of his opponents, that the
feet produced in him wag always of
same, namely, cautiousness.  This  ,.0°
abled Joe Johmston to out-general Hi’
in the beginning of the Peninsular
Campaign, and General Lee to overs,
come him by prompter action. l.ge’
out-generaled not only MceClellan hut
Pope, DBurngide and Tooker, The
Army of the Potomac did put up a very
falr campaign against J.ee, but Leco's
retreat, recuperation and opposition tn
Grant; an opposition long kept up with
{nferior numbers against our greatest
general, who had ample resources and
plenty of men, and left a record o gen-
eralship for war students to study ani
imitate.

The first time I saw General Grant
I was impressed with the tremendon:
strength and character of the man, 1
planned ingtinetively and exeented his
plang personally without a shadow of
wavering. He differed from all oth.o»
in his belief as firm as the hille, tht
he was carrying out the will of 1. e
Providenca in putting devwn the 5.
Hon against (he Anicrfean Undos
was quife gaitié i deportment, wen-
gacrifieing and self-rellant.  His enemy, !
nnd not some town or clty, was ahwayn |
his objective point. We had no other
general who had this fixedness of pur-
vose,  Grant was not alwoys sllent, but
at times very talkative, when there was
no newspaper man present, But he
did not talk about the things iwhleh
it was wise to keep to himself.

My subjoct is too large a one to push
ag T had intended. I would ke to
speak of dwin M. Stanton, the stronu-
est eabinet officer under TLincoln: of

came in command of our g



4aln LOLUOVerSY L orecalled with great
distinctness when Ilon. Roscoe Conklin
received his terriflo eastlgation on the
floor of the Iouse at a later day., \When
aroused, no man could easily pect
Blaine In debate and never could any
one bring him to terms by abuso.

Dlalno dld me many a good scrviee
while stationed at the arsenal. As
speaker of tihe Maine House he aided
me to get a bill passed by the Legis-
lature which gave to the children with-
in the grounds of the United States
Arscnal a right to attend the schools
of the city; a right hefore that time
denled them except by the payment af
tultion, It was natural that being of
about the same age our families should
become acquainted the one with the
other, at this carly perlod of 1854 and

0,

Six years later I was just complet-
Ing my four years' detall as an instryc-
tor of the Military Academy, in May,
1861. The Civil War, ag it Is now cilled,
was already upon us and the oflicers
of the army were separating and tak-

ing sldes for and vinst the Uaited
States. General \Warren, who had been
an assistant professor wih me, had

become the loutennnt colonel of the

Duryea Zoaves, and Alexander Me-
Dowell McCook, a co-instructor, had

rushed off to Ohlo and taken the col-
oneicy of the First Ohto. Many other
officers had resigned from the army or
obtained leaves of absence, some to BO
South and some to abide hy the flag.
Day by day we were watching General
Benjamin I, Dutler's  operations  in
Maryland, and the excltement at West
Point ran high. I had written the gove
ernor of Malne, Israel Washburn, beg-
ging for a chance among the volun-
teers, He had replied to mo that there
was no opening for me as all the oflicers
were elective.

Nar the last of May I reccived a
telegram from Blaine, the purport of
which was “Will you, If elected, accept
the colonelcy of the Third Maine?"
Before answering this Mrs. Howard
and I had a serious talk. We agreed
that I might fill the position of major,
or 13 Warren Aaid, of a leutenant eol-
oneley, but that the position of a col-
onecl was a 1ttle too high a step to be
taken at onoe. I went Imimediately to
consult with the commandant of cad-
ets, John F. Reynolds, at that timo
having tho local ranke of Heutenant col-
onel. TReynolds wus a man of rreat
gerloumcss, always very genteel in hig
dress and appearnnce and very polite
to Nhis fellow oflicors, alwavs kind and
cordial in commanding tho cadets,
sat down with him, as I recall it, on
the small porch of hls quarters. 1 ask-
ed him what he thought should he my
answer to that dispatch of Blaine's, He
replied, “Accept of courre.’ Y showed
him that T had never commmanded more
than a company, He replied, “\What
of that? Don’'t you thinl you could
do ns well as a doctor or lawyer who
has had no experlenes in milftary af-
fafra?”  ¥In then sent for the “Army
Dilll Repulations:” o hook that T had
no occasion to study very much prior
to this thme. ¥e called ‘my attention
to the paragraph whiech showoed how
to organize o reglment, marked pas-
snges and turned down the leaves. Af-
ter T left Reynolds I mustered up
enough courage to reply to Taine,
“Yes, If elecfed I will take the col-
oneley.”

It was not many days before I had
met my fate. I had parted with my
family, resigned my army commission
and organized the first three years'
regiment from my native state. How
well I rememher heing introduced to

—

4 jutant to General Winfleld Seott,

%. o have known him and to have known

4 the
4 had, on our side, the

-5 Beauregard.

41 /nd capable of endurt

the lipdnesses of his heart aud the
warmth of his affection, to which I love
to testify,

At one time I coma In elose relation-

ship with General Jameson., It was
when hie was eolonel of the Second
Maine.  Jameson’s military carecer was

n,]ln" of one, hut {t wasg brilliant though
€0 short,  Farly in June the Third
Maine with its colonel put in an ap-
pearanee on Merldian 1, ‘Washing-
ton, near the Columbian College. 1t
was during a terriflc rain storm when
we arrlved.  CGolonel Jameson's regi-
ment, alveady eostablished near the col-
lege had amplo camping ground with
tents well pitched for the oflicers and
men.  Though  the lightning flashed
and the thunder roared and the rain
poured down in torrents, still Colonel
Jameson with a few of his officers
came out to ieet usg. Ie distributed
our officers among hls oflicers and
our men among his men, so that in a
short time the majority of them had
some shelter,  Flis reglment gave us

‘e for refreshment and treated my
il soldiers so well that they had
S NecrEsAry courage to pul up their
own teots us soon as the storm sube-
alded,
ain and agaln T met Jamoeson who
had what I called a “parallel”
comnmand of about equal strength to
mine. He bad a fine handsomo figure,
and was noted for the courtesy of
hlg deportment. It was sad news to me
when the fever caught him after Fair
Oaks and carrfed him off. It was at
thot encampment on  Meridian  Hill
while we were drilling from morning
uhtil night, that I first becamo ac-
quainted with Abraham Lincoln. He
was sltting fn a two-horse carriage
when, after one of my evening parades,
I wasg taken sby some friends to meet
him. He spoke to me very pleasantly
and he tooik my hand. I remember
that I was disappointed that he did
not appear taller when sitting {n his
carrloge. T have always wondered what
he did with his legs on that occasion.
Only a ¢ew days ago I came across
Captuin Savaoge, who was a non-corm-
misdoned officer in my reghment at
the time of Mr, Lincoln's visit,

o over-work or fimproper food, 1
becine suddently prostrated by a. bll-
fous at'ack. It scemed very mueh like
a reguiar attack of cholera and my sur-
geon, Dro Gideon S, Pahner, wi much
alarmed at my condition ag 1 Srew rap-
fdly weaker and at thmes deliriouy, Cap-
tain Savege caya that Mr. Lineoln came
ont 1o sco me at one thme with Miss
Charlotte Cushman, and  the second
time with his Hitle boy, “Cad.” Savage
sys e bad been placed on duty near
my tent with  instructlons to keep
everyibing quiet.  After visiting the
tent, Mr. Lincoln went somewhere to
inquire ol the surgeon about me, while
Hetle “Pnd”  remained  behind,  Mr.
Lincoln bad enjoined upon him to he
very quiet.  Suavage says ‘“Tad” asked
hiin after this fashion, “Tg the Colonel
&fek?  1s he awful siek?  IFather 1
afrald he won't live, 1 did recuperate
nn raplaly as I went down, quickly re-
sponding to the nedleine and ecare
which I had had. The wife of one of
the capraing, Mrs., 8. 8. Sampson, who
saved more soldlers’ lives than any
other person whom 1 kuow, had me fur-
nished with those delicacies which mean
S50 piuel to a man taken with sicknoess
in conip, and Arg, Caroll, the mother
of General Samuel Sprigg Caroll, had
me brought to her home for g couple
of duys, so that I wag on my feet
anadn with my new strength before ten
days had clapsed from the beginning
of the assault,

1 had several opportunities of seeing
Mr, Lincoln hefore crossing the Poto.
mae. What impressed me most in him
was the fact that he had to bring men
together,~—nen of different views and
prejudices,  Ie lmpressed them, and
all who approached him, with his ten-
derness, IIv had a kindness very lHke
that of the Great Master. This faculty
Was apecompanied by an  unvarying
faith in the being whem he designated
and frequently spoko of ag the God of
our Iathers.  Lately I have come to
the conclusion that in matters which
belong to generals to study upon and
decide, that Abraham Lincoln outstep-
ped them all in the clearness of his
vision and in the judgment which he
declared. It gives me great satisfaction

| him so well,

Before the formation of the Army of
Potomae, General Irvin MceDowell
command of the
Provistanal Ariy. Pitted agalnst him
an the other side of the Potomac, near
Manassaa Junction was General P. T
T had known McDowell st
n distance before the war., He was
a large man, always in excellent health
ng great fatigue,
i He had been nogreat student of military
| history and was a favorite alde or ad-
ITe
! had all the formal Algnity, and that |
wag exeeusive Hke that of hig general,
ol being able to keep oflleers and men
at arm's length, and never had (except |
" in the rich hospitality of his own home)
any approach to what we ecall the “sua-
viter in modo.”  McDowell, notwith-
standing the sevarity of his discipline,

Dpossessed many zood analitios, .Always

L O N A R N LA Y S T CR ]
and in command of

commpany of the Fifth Infantvy. More
was MeClellan's father-in-law and o0 B

a long thme hig chiod of stafl. In o,
particulars lee and  DMcClellan  wers
alike, They were scholarly men, The:

were thoroughly conversant with every
thing pertaining to that profeasion, tii.: :
of the military and clvil engineer, Th -
were Chrilstlan men, kind and eoure
teous to all with whom they came [
contact. General Lec at best wasg
thoroughly devoted to the Union .u
MeClellan and nothing but the foeling
that he would be obliged to fight!
agalust his state and hls numcrous 1ol- i
atlves caused him to decline promotion |
and then to resign from the army. He |
has been much blamed by patriots and
statesinen, but I think if we should pnt[
ourselves in his place we would sce thy
difliculties of the situatlon, The differ-|
ences between him and McClellan were/
rather in degree than in kind, |
MeceClellan found it difficult to tru
volunteers and he so far estlmaie!
probably through false information, t;
numbers of his opponents, that the (!
feet produced in him alway .« ¥
same, namely, cattiousne Thin o
nbled Jor Johmston to ont-gouoral o
In the heginning  of the ]’c'n!u::,n}.n'lf
Campaign, and General Lee to o ers

come him by prompter action. 1l.o’
out-generaled not only MceClellan hut
Pope, Burnside and Hooker. The

Army of the Potomne did put up a very
falr campaign agaiust J.ee, but T.eo's
retreat, recuperation and opposition fn
Grant; an opposition long kept up with
inferior numbers against our groeate:
general, who had ample resources gl
plenty of men, and left a record of frin-
eralship for war students to study 11
imitate,

The first time I saw General Grant
I was impressed with the tremendon
strength and character of the man 1.
planned instinctively and exeeutod !
plans personally without a ghadie o
wavering, He differed from all ot
in his belief ag firm as tho hille, 0.0
he was carrying out the wil] of 1
Providenca in putting dovn the .0
Hon ngeitnst (e Anaerfoan Untos .
was quife gaintlé i deportment, ver-
sacrifiene and self-reltant.  Hig enemy,
nnd nol some town or city, was alwaye !
his objective point. We had no othor,
generat who had thig fixednesg of por-

noses Gront wag not alwayvs silent, hat
at times very tatkatlve, when there was
nNo Newspaper man  present,  Dut he

Aid not tallke about the things which
it was wise to keep to himself,

My subjoect Is too large a one to push
ag T had Infended, I would ke (o
speak of dwin M. Stanton, the stron-
cst cabinet officer under Tidneoln; of
Salmon P, Chase, the brave and ambi- |

ey
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