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Nothing I .exes read, except perhaps Ben-Hur, has so filled my
_heart and mlnd and tnrllled me as this autobiography of Geheral Lew Wal—

lace. He thus begins hls last review:- "Before dlstraotlons overta

me, I wish to say that I belleve ab%olutely ain the Ghrlstian conee
grvod., X L X  The Jesus Christ 1n whom I believe Was, L 8l stages

of his life a human being. His Div1n1ty W&S the Splrlt and th“

Tty "fg B b i,
. R ar

Wallace was very young when his mother died, herself but twen%yLSevn

was God.!" ‘}ﬁéf %%ﬁ"»ékv Hels

“As he describes her she had a large lov1ng Cnristld“ heart. She was ﬁreat~

ly %u771°a by the restless, Wayward boy, -cgu%éwgﬁve$ﬂmh&mwbee%wbvka«%ﬁv's

l"‘wc {a’w- _g

repressed his truaﬂoy by mg@y ex—

pedients, such as tying him to a bed-post, dressing him in girl's cloth-

ing and the like. His devotion to the ferryman, whose aid he became in :

hcrossing and recrossing the Wabash at last began to relieve her intense
anx1etv aoout him. His strong, military father, a graduate of West Point,
u%ed fhe g g to obtain obedlenoe S0 dia most of his teachers. After

peak;n@ most tenderly of his mother, respectfully of his father and

doubtfally of nls earlv teacners, Wallace writes with feellng.x"l Slmply

P o sl
el ¥ e

ﬁiead Tor dlscrlmlnation, for forbearance for teachlng, Tor sympathy

iWhosq lays his hand heavily on a boy of spirit X X X is himself an offen-
¥
ider 1n far greater degree than his vietim. The schoolmastsr who cannot

i A P S i 5

discrinlnate between pupils lacks the first essential to perfection in an

%onorable calling.®

A

Again and again his heart cried dutg&"Mother, mother!" as 1t did when
"the alabaster tinge was on her face! ari”@“c'ﬂc»br again could resnond

to his call. I cannot help feeling tha% had she 1¢veditbe Christian fel~



lowship which she so much enjoyed would have been highw1th its gentla dis—
cipline and mouldlng power, and given hlm in hlS youth a happier life.
His reference to that strong and abiding love which knitted him and

his life-companion together is wonderful. Who oould express 1t like Lew

| R R e e e T Mﬂ
Wallace?‘wrgzzbggggises were 1in her face When next I saw her in plaln MNM\\

daylight; and after all the trials of years, come and gone-now.-the same

promises are as bank notes redeemed, and there 1s no need of them more;#,~gg?

ot

My temper has never been so hot she could not lay it. She has de-

cided me in doubt, defended me against interruptions, saved me my time

by the sacrifice of her own, cheered me when down at heart, lured me back

to my tasks when the temper would have whisked me away, held my hand In
defeat and rejoioed with me in my triumphs. X X X Hers is a high natu:gj
a composite of genius, commonsense and all best womanly qualities.! : :
the book to complete the story of a great earthly love which merges into
the‘heayaniy.‘ The steady developement of a great manlyxthough Wayward}
soul needed jgst this sunshine of a true and steady, perennial loving~
 kindness.
Wallace never loses his sense of humor. It will crop out in his
dealings With the most sérious subjecis and often in his offieial reports;

!

for eyamnle wher drﬂlling his regiment at Evansv1llekahe grumbling was

(o

b‘loud, sometimes angry, but it was met with a unell of stone-deafness.
career as a young ﬁ&euterant of'| 1% years Hedcimr-hd-g-irook

~
in the Mex1can Campaign of 1847 is a gen by itself His conclusions re—

gandifie Ceneral Taylor differ from mine, 1 think he would have modified
them had he seen more of the man,pbut perhaps not. From Wallace's stand-
g'f

p01nt Gen ' Taylor was unnecessarily severe with the 1st Indiana, Wallace's

E éfélment Wallace thinks that the intelligent reader of history will
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LAl : s
"Dear General Wallace:—- I congratulate you ﬁpoh the gallant conduct'of
your ﬁ%élvent Thank them (your men) and express to the (successful)

vrarty how highly I honor their heroic courage, ete .t Schuyler Colfax

added his mite: "The Preéident‘(Lincoln)7toId rie day béfbre‘yesterday

that Indiana had won nearly all the glory so'far......?i%ﬁék?The President
alluded esvecially to your splendid dash on Romhey." BuJAour fallure a6 -
Bull Run,pthe Indiana men being but three monthé’enlistmentg returned home

) v
and were mustered out. e

Wallace's favorite, the 11th Indiana, re-enlisted and was taken by ééw»
\aIld»ce, its Colonel, to St. Louls. Here he found Geﬁ? Wreg}ort in com-
- mand. At FreémOﬂt's headquarters he was recelved in such a humiliating
" style that he sald to himself%’ "Well, Ben MeCulloeh with his red men and -
white savages can't be‘coming here. Tbls is a headquarters for politi-
cians, not soldiers.! $o,using the telegranh he sought and obtained an
order to proceed to Paducah, Kentucky, and so he came under the immediate

command of General Chas. F. Smith. Wallaoe'a sketech of h:m 1s flre«'Tull

Lt
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férect broad“onOd?dered, a symetrloal f gure 1in' a well flttlmg unlform. He

égheld his head high; long white mustaches trailed below his chin shading
31

3§::his lower face; perfect health left its morning colors on his cheeks,

Yo,

N | and his blue eyes,bright with invitation, negatived the reputation he bore

agor sternnes§;£> Albert Sidney Johnston was regarded as the ablest Confe-

e o LR e

derate Commander in the West; Gen. Chas. F. Smith, on the Union side

i

at the time Wallace met him, was belleved by the‘Army to be more than
Albert Sidney's mateh. The lessons General Smith gave Colonel Wagllace
during his sojourn at Paducah he never forgot; His hearty conformity to
them brought him Drcuuu¢r§i§<1tewoer 3rd, 1861. It was themethat Genanedo
Wallace entertained General Grant and part of his staff. Grant then "had

not even fought the battle of Belmont. X.X X Grant drew his cheilir toward
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the grate and said, spreading his hands before the blagze and lobking a-
' )

round:i,‘Well, this 1s echeerrull? One of the many charges of too much

hilarity grew out of Wallace's entertainment. Articles very dreadful

against Graﬂt and. Snith were published broadcastﬁ

-ﬂi»says ﬁgﬁfﬁ self defcnce T flnally traced tho offensive ar-

%%Mw».o“v*

o ;iicles to a eglmental chaplain, and induced him to r831gn The General 5

>

i ghimself I uhink, acqultted me of blame, but eertain members of hls staﬁf:;,

\Mgre not S50 generous w
It is not very long now before we find Wallace in active work, flrst

with a brigade co-operating with the "Belmont affair" sucecessfully; then

on and on up the Cumberland to Forts Heiman and Henry (F ebruary,1862) in -

conjunction with the good Admiral Foote and his sval Brigade. When Grant
Pt

moves over to the Tennessee to attack Fort Donelson}Wallaoe, soon to

command a division, is left behind at Fort Heiman; but sudden need brings

hinm forward}andwyith a good Division, he does his best military work.

His account of #irety—that—is, the part his brigades played in the last
attack upon the Confederates under General Buckner, is clear and graphic.

In the order of time,we come to the great battle of Pittsburg Landing,
I will not.even attémpiitowsﬁmmarizg General,Wallaee's éompletsd story
o thé operations of Halieck, Grant and Bueibat this engaggment of two
days, usually called'thé Battle df Shiloh (April 6th and 7th,1862).
is as caréful and minute, often as dramatic, as Lord Roberts was in his

deseriptions of the Seige of Delhl. An @surely;it would be Wrong to at-

tach anyﬂblame to Wallace himself for not getting upon the bloody field

the first day; it 1s pretciy clear that he and his splendid Division led

in the hard fought and successful struggle of the second day. Halleck's

later course toward Wallace is like the persecution that General Stone

received after Ball’s Bluff. He relieved him from his inisiom and con-—



wopder greatly at the 1n3ustloe done to the 2nd {iiiiii;f?but at nothlng

| it i i

o 80 much as at the Pererdl comwandlng (Gpneral Zaohayy Taylor). There

1

3 may even come to him [ﬁbe readeé} a reallyatlon of the lamentable fact
i that a man may have been a successful Gereral and popular Pr681dent of

/| the United States, yet lack the elements Without Whleh no man can be

V'%MAM&AJ\,

*}

&Mruly great - justice and truth.'.

L

= Wallace calls gg to account,in my,giogranhy of Taylg:>for not gk‘“

behind General Taylor's report of the B}hlle of Buena Vista. And ncw
after new evidence has come to me I am glad enough to modify my Qriginal
statements. surely the a2nd Indiana Regiment, though it broke to the rear,“
was not to be blamed for obeying the order of its Colonel (Bowles) S0
clearly and distinectly givaﬂf%ﬁﬁﬁz nCease firing and retreat'. General
Wallace's defenge of the regiment is perfect. The regiment itself,by its
1osses and subsequent gallantry on the field.pf Buena Vistagdeserves un-
qualified praise.

Having been a Democrat,"one of the straitest of the sect'!, his sud-
den and strong convietion of duty to the 0ld Flag after the firing upon
it at Fort Sumter, is characteristic of the manly man. He thought care-
fully and systematically; he kept anal zing.like a clear-sighted judge;
he reached definite conclusions a?d‘thén put them into immediate action.
It 18 delightful to follow him,iggf, to the Adjutant-Generalship of In-
diana, thence to a regiment; then comes a brigade under General Paterson
onl .the border of Marylaﬁd and West Virginia., Here Wallade had the first
mead of praise, a recognition which gave him the joy which he then coveted:

n The Camiandlng General has the satisfaction to announce te the troops

~

a sec@n@¢v1ctory over the insurgents by a small party of Indlana volun-

teers under Colonel Wallace, the 20th inst. ( June, 1861)" Not only Pat-

A

terson but McClellan recogniged him! 0



‘!’% ‘ . | : :
stantly prevented him from getting a proper cdmmand; yetVWhen a defender
of the Ohio border was demanded Governor Morton used his servicesg\with’a
single regiment or brigade. When Cineinnati was threat%ened by Kirby
smith (Heth's Corps) in 18651& Wallace,was put in charge of the great
éﬁty, and prompuly organlzedwan army of successful defoase When‘coqfede~

rate organ and hls troops raided Indlana}Wallace baeked up every detach-

ment and with tevernor Mortan's help saved Indlanapolls and the COnfede;ate

-~

/prlsoners of war from capture. At 1ast Mr Eineam

1eck's protest gave General Wallace the Mlddle Department Wlth his head—
quarters at Baltlmore mﬂwaixmﬂ4** .

If one wants to study the work of afginlomatlst,¢hereral of rescur-
ceg, and statesman fet him read carefully General Wallace's 5ketoh of the
Maryland plan anéﬁ%attle of the lMonocaey. It was a slde thrust to pre—
vent General Early)with substantially two Army Corps,from marching into
Washington (July}1864). With an ineredibly small force he met Early,and
fought him so hard as to delay him =t least twenty-four hours. This
enabled Grant to get the 6th and 19th Corps within the defences of the
Capitel., Then,of course,Washingtoﬁ with its inhabitants and archives
was safe. Wallace had the cre&it from the President and Generals for
this prompt and effective wark. ‘ '

in friendship

To iollow his dlnlomacy that helped so largely to unite uﬁﬂw1th the

Republic of Mex1q9,~requ1r1ng perilous Journeys to Texas and along its

borders; to go with him as Governor of New hex1co %Eggﬁilitgélbﬁ5£:5€§§fh

To
tvry so largely in proper civilization; to step Wltn him over to Turke%

@

and see how by his 1arge near%edness he obtalneq the best things for us

R phrbie. Avrarvan
nodlcum of’ w%ﬁﬁr

from the Sultan;

% B
Py ST : : ;
€ el ; his country, to whose interests he was ever most devoted

and loyal.



Al | . ; 04
J { / #7 :

&

upon his literary Workéw He was a good and successful Wawyer but he did

‘wfame'reétﬁ

the law work he says\as a bread-earner. He was a good public speaker, ‘

**&W fny
presenting his thoughts with CTGarness and beautv‘hput EPEH

P
6% o 5ol

st N1s bookig

<ﬁr;;;M:¥ZZ%¢God" caused me to review Wlth care Prescott's ”Conquest
: » & 3 ””é
t*“gi Mexico. winekfrlnae of India star L ne as a work of the 1mag1uation,

6 . V.“*gﬂwdwﬁ“WM&; 3
but Ben-Hur 1is . X ¢ 1t iR poetrv, history,vdrama and devotion. It

add S0 much freshress to all thlngs&that it makes them new. Itﬁqot<only

.;1- vl S ‘fy' brdy of the prophet, priest and king, -but 1t _g, D
s W P e %%ﬂ %M g’@‘%} "{ Mde O f%‘“\w \ ;«;,?,M

sits WG s mothing. exoewl. the Divine Word.iiself-oend
x ‘7 . m % gl b A 8 .

He. told me on the Bosphorus the story of how he came to undertake

*
Beg Hur, suuqtantially the sane account as in this Autoblography. oF g&)
< @st

L o
ery--pook-gtore in our land aaé«onher landg Caw

u;ﬁllbrary

ain this book cf—omies Qﬁ%érﬁhﬁ gﬁ&a?ﬁfﬁ) -mf;M-W;}»"
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