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U.K.'S.
j

Aduh •ess all official com m unications to 
“ Commissioner of Education.”

C O P Y .

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  In t e r io r ,

B U R E A U  OF E D U C A T I O N ,
WASHINGTON, D. C.

A p ril 2, 1906.

Dr. Booker T. Washington, A .M ., 1 1 .D,

P r in c ip a l, form al and In d u str ia l In s t itu te ,

Tuskegee, Alabama.

Dear S ir :

I hereby acknowledge the r e ce ip t  o f  the in v ita t io n  from 

y o u rs e lf  and the Board o f  Trustees o f  the Tuskegee Borraal and 

In d u str ia l In stitu te  to  be present at the ce le b ra tio n  o f  the 

tw e n ty -fifth  anniversary o f  the foundation  o f  the In s t itu te , 

held  from the 4th to  the 6th o f  A p r il , present month. I note 

with great pleasure a lso  that th is  ce leb ra tion  is  the occasion  

fo r  a su bstan tia l increase in  the endowment fund o f  your I n s t i 

tu te . The memorial fund in remembrance o f  the la te  W illiam H. 

Baldwin o f the long Island R ailroad (a person long to be remem

bered fo r  h is  noble e f fo r t s  in  b e h a lf o f  educational extension} 

is  to  be turned over on th is  occasion  to  your Board o f  Trustees.

I have long promised m yself the honor and pleasure o f  

seeing your work at the school on i t s  own chosen grounds in 

Tuskegee, and i t  pains me much to  say that I have never carried  

out my co n fid e n tly  made p lan , and i t  is  im possible fo r  me to  be
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present th is  week and jo in  the ce leb ra tion  o f  one o f  the most 

su ccessfu l and w e ll conceived  benevolent en terprises  o f  the 

century. I have from the beginning admired your plans and 

the execution  o f  them under your sure hand. You have pos

sessed in  such an eminent degree the power o f  sinking y o u rse lf  

in  your work and o f  burning, so to  speak, as a s a c r i f i c e  a l l  

that is  e g o t is t ic  on the a lta r  o f  devotion  to your cause, 

crea tin g  a deep respect fo r  your p erson a lity  on the part o f  

those not in  p a r ticu la r  sympathy with your cause, while you 

have kindled a fe e l in g  o f  reverence fo r  your p erson a lity  in  

the sou ls o f  those who have an unwavering con v iction  in  the 

righteousness o f  your cause.

I congratulate you, S ir , and through you the Board o f  

Trustees upon the r e a liz a t io n  o f  a l o f t y  a sp ira tio n  to  do good 

to a whole p eop le , and I congratu late you tw ice and th r ice  upon 

the p r a c t ic a l  wisdom and se lf-e ffa cem en t which has secured that 

r e a liz a t io n .

Hoping s t i l l  fo r  the opportunity to  greet you person

a l ly  at your home in  the In s t itu te  which you have founded,

I am,

"With h ighest respect and esteem,

Yours s in ce re ly ,

(s ign ed ) W. T. H arris,

Commissioner.
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TUSKEGEE I NSTITUTE , ALABAM A .

A p ril 10, 1906.

Hon. W. T. H arris,

Commissioner o f Education, Washington, D. C.

My dear S i r : -

Your good le t te r  o f  A p ril 2d i s  rece ived , and helps and 

encourages us more than you can know. The generous sentiments 

respecting the work which we have been trying to do here during 

the past Twenty-five years are deeply appreciated by teachers 

and students a lik e .

Thanking you earnestly fo r  same, and with sincere regrets  

that you were net able to be w ith us during the Anniversary 

season, I am,

Yours very tru ly ,

H. P rincipal
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