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gtill lives in the life of Fethel Literary and Historiecal As=-

sociotion,Whose "influence still pervages ~her-ecvary pukrse

o 3 P ﬂ g s 3 -2 e SRR SRy o " Py i e P -~ A 3 s nd 7 - - J ¥ 3
Chi for the Institution thal ke Tounded honors and reaperes
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It shall not be vhe purpoese 0f Lhis paper L0 give or ab
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even Co\shebtCh thol RislLory with any cegree of thorouahness,
but it sfmlﬁ rather hint ai. .. or make mere mention of efforcs
%d iincidents in the Life of the orgamnigartion, nosé O0f-whieh
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or in the records kept by the sucecessive secretaries, to which
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dybveméer 9,161, almost twenty jears ago, Bethel Lit-
erar-and Jdistorical Ass00iQilon - wais roijeeied  in-0l8 Rethel
Hall which still stands across the streec in the adijoining
squaréits organizer was Rishop Daniel A.Payjne.Al its begini
ning ,the life and QUi iaances df Lhe instilurion was intriuséed
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EO\ Moy findSmithsas ‘Bresigant, Misges | 4.4, Ceary and 4. K. Zoen
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librarian;ir Wi Beckett , itreasurzsr.and an executlive com. COn-

sisiing of liessers Freeman, Hordy, and onnson, and 'l ;88
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Bowen still holas an offive in the . OCZEtj after tow decades

of continuous official service,eme Lhal 8he has been found

1SPpnsible to tlhe sociely IS & Nigh testimony L0 Lhe Integiy-
riLY and enaowment of liss Fowen Q%Q,PTOQ§% chat popular favaﬂ
i& not always vaseillalr Ing in Its eﬁgfacﬁer.

From the records hefore mentioned it may he Zgarﬁed thal
the first subjects before the society for discussion were of
a strictlyjhisborical ang literary character, searching ,as they

agid, into the origin and accomplishments of the Ahcilent
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Ancient ) Bgywiians and the kLthnological relai ionship ex-

i1sting hetween (he Lgyptians ana the Liheepians. They delved
also. tnto bhe lore-of The “jrican Tribes’ ana 'sought-to-un=-
tancle the skein of ZULU racial connection.
Richiingeed were the [eqs8ts _setvwbefors those rabthered

about Belhel's weekly board. Inspiring were Lhe bouis Wit-
nessed by those who > watcheq her skillful knights in their
weekly jousts. Darring beyond Question ware some 0f those
Enichts, -for whe bul a hola,cqualier would. alttemit (0 show

the Hand of God in America',a task underiaken by Mr. Jesse:
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Lawsori. The fire of enthusiasm burmned brightly on the hearth

of Bethel Licerary, shedding ‘its warmth and its alow on all

f
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who came within ithe charmed circle of its 1ioht. /
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Among uﬁgngsq”“%””US that congributed miuch t0 4L8
renown wgré sueh men'as HeV .lUpshaw, hev %aring, Mr. Lewis /.
_ﬁOJﬁjQSS, George Downing, Richard T.(reener,Calvin Johnson,
frstﬁ;w.uarjrﬁrof vegowyy D LB PurpisilisGrvamed .| R YNORC
Freaerick Douglaoss and Gtﬁﬂﬂg whom the 50rla has paused co
hear and for whom Fame ha& built a nicht in her memorial hall.

There was also a class of younger champiOHS,éhen TUSL
training in arms,constant witnesees of the battles 0f (he
gzants}who delighted when oprportunity - offered, to-.deliver. a

telling blow and get away before omne of the great warriors
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fould launech his spear or wiela his mighty swora.Among these,
and. they have-been maae wWorthy knights by 6hHis trainimg, were
FoN.BGulley, B.J.Paring, 5.M. Hewlett,R.H. Terrell, A. F. Hil yer, b ¥ | v
George W.Cook , W.H.H.Hart, and Prof. Kelley Miller ,who now-
has the honor to preside over this body.

Before the first jear éaa_FQSSﬁd ,the Literary had grown

J

so in favor,as a papular forumfﬁhﬁﬁ 108 success was GS8IUTred,
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and It attwacted to the arena the best brain of the Meroeoml
Mationad Carival, nay . more, Nt stopped nol el such narrow
confines, jor the reiturning missiongry told tie ®®nders of un-
known lands ana savage tribes,the traveller recounted stmange
aaventures and the &ildigent stuaent burnec Lhe nignight 01l
distilling the choicest sweets from the springs of classie
knowledoe tnal %é might have something new ard intere sting GO
place before Bethel Literdariy..

It was in this arena that the lamented J.C.Price was
ffFSU yT€S£¢f£Q Lo a Washinoton-audience aﬁd captivaled :itj
by his grace anad eloquence of speech.

Judge Whipper,Wiley Lane, Dr,Auqgusia,d.d.Smyth, 5. XeFruce,
John M.Langston,J.H. Durham, have been parties to its hotl
contestead but blooaless battles. Champions entered and retirdd
victors and vanquished, with hearts as stoub and weapons as

artful as ever graced a gladiatorial combat.’nlike the Roman

arena, Lo be overthrown here was not to be rLrampled an@gr;foatﬂ
g HO5%
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but rather to he taught those bessons,which if heedea,woufd
at some tome in future place upon the now aefeated brow Lhe
laurels o] victory.
Clean hanas and a knowledge of one's subject-matier

combinead with- an ability Lo use the weapons of intellec-

faal warfare are all that Bethel Edtperary has required of her
champions, but woe unto him who came without these.. A Bishop
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eminent meteorologist from L
but the fog ana mist in which ne endeavored L0 10bsc¢r€ 718
argument were scattered by the tempest of the onslaught pijom
his critics,and the learned meteorologist went out in a Storm

in course of time the aaministratiions changed but the

work of vhe society went on and the little stonme ecut out f;»fa
|
f
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\Che side of the intellect uagdimountgin of Lha Nistrict,wds

‘rolling and gathering momentum and weight at every revolution,

Lean s.icceeaes Smith as przsident to be followed by Mr Lewis
Dounlass, J.W. Cromwell, James Storum and Ceoroe Arnold. Here
Lhe sociely turned aside Jfrom the beaten path of its courss
ana plgecea Liie sceptre in the hands of a womans electinag to
the bresidency Mrs. R.H.Terrsll. With Chis change, i 0?-5;;._:; ver,
came no ebb é%;&@ interest ®n this popular areng and ilbs
fame ana infiluence ware r”a@zi;iﬁzafr..ﬂr. Blyden explolte
tne Mohameaan heligion,lMiss.dallie §.Frown portrajed the
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the Livid Serviece” analized "The Evolution of ;-L-fan"zierfz_rzm.
and the "Future of the VNegro" was definitel ) séttled ana #

spread out @efnre w8-as an open hook. The only woma n,Living
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or -aead who -evar received a vote for President of the .S,
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About this time there came a revival of literalure as &

Siich, Gng e spenp evenings with Vhitt zer, ana enny-

son;, The drt of Reading" mis discussea by Lilbrarian -pofrorg, *§
and practically demonstratea by Warman of CGhicago, uniid 2
& |

all "nature" seemea to "picture" for us a new departure’. B
"

the reddm of "Literature’. Art was criticised from rhe

standipoint of a la man "Reconstruction reviewed by ExIGOUE
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Pinchback and others whc passed Lhrough Lhose periious e

0] hHeform" was investinated, Nr. Dowen gave a Nelw

The opirit
guestion) for a Mew Centur}", and tie late Supt. towegdd
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showed the "Simplicity of The English Language"? diplomatic

T

ang constitutional questions cilaimed altention ana 1Is.
Yontgomer,y, Grimke,¥Wallewrsana Jennifer entaren the 1ists with
one or another of. the burming yue stions of iLhz da/}whfle d
gver and anom , the thunderous applause, the wildeb commolion
or-the batea breath told that the gladiator of ﬁlﬂafaﬁaéé,
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Bethel's Frince of Orators ,the Sage of Annacostia was



apadin in the arena.
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From the shoulders of Mrs. Terrell ‘the mantle fell upon
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Proachable past ,ang Lo 1lift higher the stondard of an organ-
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jzation whose colors,diuring the twenty years ofexistence,

have never trailed in rChe dust. S0 new features have been
adaed C0-The pProgram Trom-time 10 Lime and we' have beén

vaken on voyaoes to all parts of the world, we have been Showrs

che pleasures o0f sea sickness and the mysteries of Faris,
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silence and in sgdness €0 drop a tear upon the Passipg Tis

mains of some loved knight,Who in har rtournaments had kKepu
bright his armor decked ,verchance,with numerous favors and
and ladened wiih trophies 0fF many victories. Such an One wasg
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our loved anrnd lamented Vesi or CThe 0ld Man Elo ?égﬂg T4
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had ever at (Rer command the best talent of the land adsso

‘Whas moved steadily forward with "eheers for the 1iving and

She has allowed rwﬁroﬁrgsszon i7n1 meither

cears for the dead”.

the guallity nor Lthe quantity of her presentorions and With

me | ehe has mingled harmonious sirains

vhem rrom time Lo §ime

of sweelest music,vocal and instrumental ,thAus at once edify-

3 i o 48 - = vint -‘II"+ P o e 4 p; . ? ] - ! Y ] L .'1-'" Y
ing the mind and deliaghting Che soul of the listener as she en-
velope him in a symphony of resonance and reason.

How more rthan blessed © is he whose ejforts nave o a

community an organization 80 portent for good, sO0 wide in

its influence,so lasting in its resulis.Thus the soul and

sPIrit ,the will ang workro] lDaniel A.Fajhé 1live on Tn and
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FPerhaps -the row Iinstutions whieéh bear -most indelibly
his stamp and have reflected most faithfully the

their dedication, and about
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Fad he done nothizo more in his 1ifetime than found
170 moniiment LO

and mould these Institutions, e wonuld neen

perpatiate his Jrearness,

memory, no record ro-prove hHis

nogl ‘tegics to proclaim Nis wWOrih.
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