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2. J. CLAaY 5%Ird, JR.
E EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY COS4ISSION
before the
ZASTIRN AREA COUFERENCE OF THE
LINKS, Inc.
(Niagara Falls, Host Chapter)
Niagara Falls, XN.Y.
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f vay 30, 1981

30d bless all women, all o'er the world
Stand beside thzm and guide them

Thru the night from the light up above
From the mountain, to the prarie

To th& ocean, white with foam

Zod bless all woazn 211 o'er the world
God bhless all womz2n a3ll o'er the wonrld*
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h2 Afrc-Lm2rican wonan as aade
to hierican life. She acconnanied the Afrc-hascicin n.2le to a

nation only later to o2 separated from ainm and {rom ner children.,

Zverything .as done to oreak bher s»2irit and to reduce aer wonanho

tO COmi llty. ‘Jer nody Jas used to oroduce hanan ba2inas for
Jgs2 &35 .macnin23 to ®uilld a nation, to feed the worlé, to wise
the swz2at from the brow of the slaveholder. 3he was rtarkad by
the brandina iron and r:zr sen died attennting to rescuz ver [roa
torture and nurilisztion. An? vet, throushoat it all, the Afrz-
pnerican Joman Juletlv tanaht aner family datience, to D2 strong,
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I am delighted to be your guest at this the Eastern Regional
meeting of the LINKS in Niagara Falls, New York. The LINKS is
an example of the kind of womens' organization that Xeeps the
beauty, the diﬁnity and the culture of Afro-American life in the
shutter of the.photography of the American Dream. Your organization
stretches like a chain across virtually every continent of the world;
the deeds of your organization are globhal.

Since 1946, wngn Margaret dawkins and Sarah Scott founded the

-—

LINXS in Philadelnhia, Pennsylvania, you have b2en true to the motto

[

of "imoroving the gquality of life by linking leadership and serv

meet the challenge of communityv and national needs." The thzae of this

conference~--"Towsaras Toworcow in rrendshnip"-- supdlexents the

national motto, as Joes the motto of the host chavter--"Linking

togetiher in love, hopz and unity."™ I have chosen as the title of
/

the pever: Afro-American Woman: Linking Leadersaic and Service.

'O

Today, I want to share with vou a bit of the history of what
is often referred to as the Negro Women's Club Movement. By
doing so, I believe you will bstter uvnderstand the imvortance of
the LINKS as an organization. I am indebted to the early writinas
of Ms. Booker T. Washinaton for some of the historv that {ollowus,

After the emancivation of the slaves in hwerica, the Afro-
American ~oman was initiallv without an organize24 body to arti-
culate ner n=eds. Althouah white fewinists Susan 3. Anthony,

Lucy Stoneg,, and so.e otn:2rs 2ncourzazd black wonen to join the

st

~
Q

ugale against sexism Surinae thz ninsteenth century, antebellux
reforiners who were involva=d with won2n's avolitionist g¢roups as

w21l as w~omen's rights oruganizations actively discriminated

ce to



LINnS, I+C. - 3°
ajainst blacks. The nineteenth-century woman's club move-

ment and the woman suffrage movement of the early twentieth

century were also characterized by discriminatory policies and
had as its members individuals who discriminated against black

woren. In 1920 Ms. 3ooker T. Washington reported:

Until woman made up her mind that her efforts to
help in the development of the world's work were not
taken into account, th2re was nothing among them that
could be rightl® called organization.

Juestions relating to the home, the church, the
school and the State were all of vital interest to
wontan. She wsanted her home pure and szcure. She held
the church as a bulrark agairnst indecent livina, iwnoral
Jdishonesty, in favor of wmoral and spiritual groath and
devslonnznt. 3She wanted the schools duilt ason Aaigh
ground, including in their curriculum lessons in manners,
morals and living, as well as those of the three R's. She
vanted a citizenship built uoon freedom, not license, unon
manly courage, znd not brute force.

Woman was interested in the world =nd its zeaevral
2olicies and growth, but how to bring &oout the thing
most cesired ~as tne uestion with her. 3She {inally
realized that if she were to be of r=sal service to
the country of which she 1s a part, she must organize
her energies, her interests, and her powers, and almost
immediately the National Suffrage Associaticn, the
“ational Tewmderance Association, the MNational Congress
of Xothers, the "“lational Council of “Women, th= YNational
Fedsration of Women's Clubs, and other societies of
more or la2ss imoortance were thrown on the screen,
and the world bz2can to take notice.

The colored wonman wvas drifting on in a more or les
indifferent way. She had not realized until then tha
h2r oonortunities had 2ezn as arsat as tiose 2f othner
women: that in the struagle which women were making
for recoanition in the affairs of the world
that she was often not thouunt of at all. 3
W23 1nsecuare, her heathston2 held liahtlvy,

; own 1lamediate family. Her church he2ld s
shich sa2 could not tolzrate. 5Schools for A
s2re too often nealected., Teachers, with 1
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education with little fitness in certain other
directinns, were employed, and she came to
xnow and to feel that in the citizenship of
her State and country she counted little,

The c¢olored woman is conservative, and was slow
to believke that she was not counted in; slow to
realize that she could not hope to be taken into
account, and to kXeep up with the pace that other
wonen had set for themselves, unless she organized
her efforts for social, moral, religious and
educational qrewth, and so forced the world to bz2-
comz acquainted with her, and to see that she is at
least interested in her own welfare, which carries
with it an interest in the welfare of all other
Jomen. r

The first national meeting--In 1395, in the city
of Boston, Mass., was called the first “ational
303y of Colored “Women. The call ~2s nade vy
wrs. Josephine Saint Pierre Ruffin, who had for
many years been associated with ¥r3. Julia 7ard
Howe, 3Sasan 3. Anthony, Elizabeztn Cody Stanton,
and other forward noving woien, and from whom she
had received the inspiration which l2d4 her to know
and to feel that what one group of organized women
could do znother with 2gual chance could also Jdo.
For this equal chance Mrs. Ruffin knew all too w2ll
that th2 colored women would have to fight, not
separately, Dut togzether.

The colored women in 13894 were suddenly awakened
by the wholesale charges of the lack of virtus and
character mad= Dy a MMissouri editor in an o»2n
letter to an English lady who had manifested areat
interest in the colored race and in ths colored
women Darticularlv. Although apdarently hereto-
fore quite willing to leave her fate.in th2 hands
of others, when thev heard of it, instantly woke
ud to the situation and ansz.eered the call which
Mrs. Ruffin macde to nher to cocae to Boston to
appgar 1in dublic, to dlead her o©oun causs, and w0

orove to all who wanted to knouw, to all who were
willing to learn, to all who hzi not alreziy

mz2de un their minds against her, and thare ware
hundreds of these, not onlv in the South, dut
gvervwnare in the2 ‘lorth, who o» to date “ali not
had the chance to %now anvihing whatsoever as

to the aspirations of the sfrc-aserican won2n who
~ere th=2ir next Joor n2ighbors.
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Present mambershiv is 300,0990--So began the
American colored women to organize, so came into
shape the National Association of Colored Women's
Clabs.

virs. Josephine St., Pierre Ruffin will live
always in the hearts of her women as the pioneer
who pointed the way for independent self-development
through organization....

Mrs. Booker T. Washington was elected the first
president and the association under the leadership
of Mrs. ¥ary Church Terrell, ¥iss £lizabeth Carter,
Mrs. J. Siloamg Yates, “rs. 'ary B. Talbert (emphasis
added), Miss Lucy B. Thurman, and 2 10st of other strong,
fine women, such as Mrs. Josz2nine Bruce, “YMrs, Nettie
Langston Hapier, 4iss Tornelia 3owen, Miss Nannie
3urrouaghs, Miss *ary Jackson, “rs. Charlotte Hawkins
3rown. These Afro-imerican woma2n were not only able
to change public ominion in favor of the colored
women, Dut to change the colored woman's oninion
of herself, her ability to Jo things, and her
strength to fortify herself against difficulties.

Yence, since 1395 Afrc-Anerican women have charted their own
course in the formulation of their own sense of self-dztermination.
Tven the métto of the Wational Association of Colored Women "Lift-
ing as We Climb"--which was the name chosen for this nistoric
group--bears philosophical resemblance to the national motto of the
Lin%s.

One of the qreat women of the 1%th century--*“ary 3urnett
Talbert——maée her mark next Jdoor in 3Buffalo, Wew York. It is
fitting that this leader of the Afrc-American wvoman's club move-
ment be remembdered -today. Mary Burnett Taldert moved to Suffalo,

iew York im 1391.



“rs, Talbert actively particivated in numerous church and
club activities. She served in.a'varigty of official capacities at
the ¥ichigan Avenue Baptist Church, and was founder of the Chris-
tian Culture éongress. Yrs. Talbert received the degree granted to
studants of the literary course in 1394, and was a nember of the
Association of Collegiate Alumnae, being the only Afro-American
woman in the city of 3uffalo eligible. Achieving fame for ner work

. . s : " .
with the »lack women's club ncvema2nt, Mrs. Talbert served as.

President of the Ewmpire State Feijzration of Women's Clubs and the

[t

Phyllis Wheatley Club of 3uffalo and was Chairman of the Executive
Board of the XNational Association of Colored Women. In 1916 she was
elected Presidant of the NACW, a nosition she held until 1920.
During this »eriod she also held a national office in the YAACP.

‘Traveling across the United States and to Zurope, “rs. Talbert

A

lectured on contempdorary issues and orcanized black woma2n to solve

-

cersisting social problems. She campaianed against the erection of
a "“ammy Monuwnent” 1in the nation's capital, arguae2d for orison re-
form, visited France to support black soldiers znj raised thousands

of dcllars to suddort the United States world war I =fforts. 3he

served as Director of the Anti-lvnching Crusaiers, a groud which
cpposed tne wanton lynching of blacks in the .5. She directed lobbv-

ing, instigated investigations, publicized tne anti-lvnching issu=s
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‘1AL22's legal oHattle

-

rh
cr
oy
w0

and raise2d funds to further the efforts of
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j2nt Of the HNATZY,
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inst lynchings. During hesr tesnure as Pre
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she carried out a proaram to preszrve the forrer home of

.

Douglass. In 1922 the KAACP awarded Ler thne S=inzarn “edal in



cecognition of her service.

Yary Burnett Talbert should not be forgotten by the women
of 3uffalo andfniagara Falls, New York, nor forgotten by afro-
American women generally. Hary 3urnett rTalbert, like each of
you, was committed to improving the guality of life by linking
leadership and service.

What is it the9 that you face today as an organization?

This qguestion must be placed upon your conference agenda. Do you
face a time when Afro-American women are free from discrimination
in the workplace? Do you live in a time when vour aen are froe
from ohvsical harm when they s»eak out against injustices in

the society? Do you live in a time when vyou can afford not to

be concernsd about safety of your children from Jope pushers,
pimes? Do you live in a time when vou can plan to 23ucate your
family without mortgaging your house, selling your car and working
two 3obs? )

I say to you that tne agenda for the years that remain in
this century redguire strict attention to tne survival of the
family and to the guest for excellence in =zducation. It is time
for all of us to carefully evaluate the theme of the LINKS--to
improve the Jualityv of life for Afrc-Americans. Your motto is
carefully drafted, for it recognizes the need for "lsgalershin and

service."  Where are our leaders todav--bHe they male or female?
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Do they have the backbone of the women who met in 3oston in
1895 to chart the course for the Afro-American woman? “Who is

providing the [service" to the community today? Is the level of

committment asfintense as it was in 1946 when the LINKS was
founded?

It should be clear to all of us that there is a need to
build our communities with role models which lead the young to
the ivory towers of!leafning as oppcsed to the ivory fields of
drugs; to the halls of Congress as o»posed to the shallow nalls
of prison; to help tBe aged snd the handica»ped as opoosed to
“ignorance of their nlight. e must be willing to distinguish
between the necessity for "designer jeans" and the necessity to
design a tomorrow. e've got to be willing to get our hands
dirty so we can understand ‘what it feels like not to have soap;
to bend over and help somedody so that we understand the odli-
gation of leadership wh2n we stand tall; we've got to learn
how to follow before we demand how to lead.

These are not the times to forget who we are, what we are
and what and who we want to become. These are not the times to
confuse who vou are for who you ares not. These are times to
Xnow who you are, what you are and vhat you want to bDecome.

This is the time to review th2 historic wotto of wonmen's
club movement: "Lift As You Climb" and to aive strict scrutiny

to the wmotto of the LINXZ--"to imsrove tha= cuality of lifie by

linking lzadership and service..." Ffor you know that Afro-3nevicans

will never meet the challenge of community and national needs, un-
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less +e link leadership and service. In order to achieve the
objectives of your motto, you wmay be required to =ducate young
women and men about persons such as ¥ary Talbert and the history
of the Afro—Amer}can feminist club moveient so that the women

of today 3o not éo around with the mistaken belief that they
crezatad the wheel. |

Afro-American men stand as much on the shoulders of the Afro-
Aaerican woman as any'one‘else. The 3lack male besnefits by the work
you 40 because the LINKS serves the 3lobal cowmnunity not solely
a gendar within a community. dence it is with no wonder why the
Afro-zmerican vJoman sas deen exalteld Dy Andrea Razafkeriefc--an
Afro-Anerican male from the District of Columbia in his poem,

"Tne legro woman."

In view of the historical pers»ective of this paper, let ae
/
close with this poem written circa 1320 as it ca»ntures the courayeous

efforts of many of you:

Were 1t mine to select a2 woman
As queen of the hall of fane;
One who nas fought the gamest fight
And climbed from the depths of shame;
I would nave to give the scebptre.
To the lowliest of them all;
She, who has struqaled through the years,
With her back against the wall.

Yronaed dyv the men of an alien race,
Deserted by those of her owWn;

“ith praver in her heart, a song on her lips
She has carrizd the fight alone.

In spite of th2 snavres all around har;
HJer marvelous »luck has drevaileg
hnd Aept ner hene togetner--
“hen even her m2n have failed.
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what of her sweet, simple nature?
what of her natural .grace?
Her richness and fullness of color,
That adds to the charm of her face?"
Is there a woman more shapely?
Moye vigorous, loving and true?
Yea, iwonderful Wegro 'woman
The honor 1'd give to you.

Today, I give honor to the LINKS for its recognition of the
worth of every individual in this nation, and particularly the
Afro-American woman "whose full eguality waits in the .sings of the

theater but whose stardom is already on the stage.

Tnank you



	Howard University
	Digital Howard @ Howard University
	5-30-1981

	Afro-American Women: Linking Leadership and Service
	J. Clay Smith Jr.
	Recommended Citation


	tmp.1458832927.pdf.LfYmE

